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underſtand it, ' but thoſe who are unwillng 
tobe tied to their duty: and are afraid to' be 
engaged to. uſe their beft diligence, to keep 
the Commands of Chrift. And what ſuch Per- 
= _ of pn oe & —_ 3 is 

ethey iput away -all ſober t of 03 
ther matters, as they. thruſt by: the thoughts 
of this- But: ix! is certain rhey are-irv'a moſt 
dangerous condition, They: have brokers rheir 
Baptiſmal Vow and Covenant ; and they have 
no/mind to repent,” amend their lives, and be 
bound'to' keep- it- better hereafter, ' They do 
| BE the works of thelt Father - the Devil, -and 
 & willnot-come-and:rehonnce them once'rmore3 
 & becauſe they are of 'opinion, that" if | they 
" B hould, they fhall return tro them Were 
their hearts right towards God, they- would 
be-forward to- come and dedicate themſelves; 
anew to. him. And: they would not our'ot 
ſar of breaking theſe Bonds refufe: to 
renew their Covenant with him: bur in hope 
t6-de-affifted by the Holy Ghoſt, makea /ſin- 
evre proteſtation of their purpoſes of holy li 
ving. And ſuppoſe they ſhould be guilty of 
any failing ; 1& would onely move 


them. 
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poker and-to- bind themſelves mogtſtrilt 


by the. help of God's. Almighty grace;-jn the 
uſe of this ind all other mae Way they might get 
the maſtery over their (ins, a 

form obedience to Chriſt's Commands. 


- Et:Sales ds There is a. Fable goes 4 


© Amour de: - mong the Remani/ts concerning 


Dieu l.1:c.12. x Lord in- Provence, how that 
he ven extremely 1ck, and 
earneſtly  defirmn lefed Sacrament, eN- 


.., treated. the Prieſt when he p4 ro. hin, 


 tokay-4t: ypon-hus Breaſt,: hedurlt not 
_ 6atiit for fear of yomiting it up- peg ne 
futh the Zegend, his Breaſt and rece- 
ving into 1t ſelf the Heavenly cloſed its 
wg yore -Fhe ment elic, if we pleak, 
may; be; rrye.an evnty-ona/of uoIDNd. we but 
come to * IT 'fervent-defir 
# Ws ys nw apply 
| meditate on our $a 
our hog Rong 9h lay our hearts, as | 
may ſay to his, to feel how full of affection it 
was toys. in-dying for us: we could .not chule 
mga deny ( our Wills I mean )-wide 0- 
pen:to0admit- him for our Lord and Governour, 
hearts. _—— oo rap for jo to-entertain 
h a-gracious Maſter ; and they -would not 
eaſily open. __ to-any, thing elſe, that would 
rob. him of our love, and oppoſe 1t. ſelf to his 
— We ſhould hate that which _ 
pt 


if 4k " ZlaiNatwry ani Zug Pre I 


+” » Yhemto-make the more haſte, to- fue-ouit thei 


renewed Vows to their-Duty :-that;/ar la 
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VE ning and antention of this Sacra- 


jor tothe rote; memory of Chriſ® Tefus 2 
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pred usto break our faith with him. The world": 
1d ſeem: little 1n our eyes, and we ſhould 
find all our inordinate affections to it languiſh- 


he pagadecs dying, - that we might live ro-him who 


 $0.8.Baſi, L,1 mania deſcribes the mea- 


* 7.6. 1. de 


* 
ment*, What1stheprofit, ſaith Bape. 7. he. 


he, of thoſe words; Do this in 
remembrance of me? Ill tell you, That eating 
and drinking we may always remember him that- 
died for us-and roſe again, and fo may be taught 
necefſarilyta keep betore God and, his Chriſt t 
Ordivence - = by his\ Apoſtle in theſe words; 
For | the Iove of "Chriſt: con [nt Hs; jugi 
this, that. if - died for all, thewwere all en. Þ 
and he-died forall, that th e3 who live ſhould not 
hent rt rtnſche!, ht tebinch died 
ain, Hethat eatethand 


. 


died for us, and roſe again, but doth net fulfilthe* 
reaſonof that memory of the obedience of our Loyd 
even unto death, according to the aforeſaid inſtra- 
tlias of the Apoſtle (rhe tron of Chrift conftrainevh 
#,8c:] hathnoprofie at atl;' according to the 'de-" 
claratioh of our Lord; who ſaith, rhasrhai fleſh 
pune zothing; He' adds .agreat'del mote 
to the ſame purpoſe ; and repeats'it overugan 
m-- fewer - words 1n* another 

place- (if the Sarma * be: his) *'HI12S;cop.3. 

_ __ on of gating the! Boay i Rey; $22v 
the:: cy #48 o (7? 
Ny Nr a Chmmemoration: 'of his Obedienet _ 
death, 
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42 © The Natwre-aud End Part Il. 
death, that they wha live, ſhould not henceforth 
| ie to' themſelves, but to him that died and roſe 


again, 
Let us:always then have this im. our:mind 
when we are making our ſelves ready for thi 


I _ = SS 5 a ma 


Feaſt, that we are going toconfecrate our 
ſelvesmagain to the. obedience of Chriſt unts 
the Death. To renew -our Proteſtations of 


Me nA > ©. I == 
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HT. Pare H; of the '\boly Communion. 43 
th © fincerely, that I wilt endeavour to live in. all 
ro © good Conſcience. towards God and. towards 
'#* all men» So help me God! as I mean' to. be. 
* true and faithfull to thee, to my life's.end. 7 
have ſworn, and Iwill perform it, 

that 1 will keep- thy righteous Plal.119.106,, 
indements. TI have inclined my r12,113,0c.. 
heart to perform thy Statutes al- 

way; even unto the end, I hate vainthoughts : 

bat thy Law do I love. Depart fromme ye evil 
doer's Ys F will keep the Commanament s of my 

Gad, Hold me ap, and 1 ſhall be ſafe: and 1 will 


have reſpeth, anto thy Statutes continually, 


V. But the Obedience of.Chrift to the death, 
which we-here remembred, puts. me-in mind 
to add another conſideration, (which, we.are: 

yhave in this Adtion”).;that belongs. to. xhiis;: 
hb Þ have-now handled. . 9 AS OVe-: 
nantwhereu weſtand engaged doing 
thes, we covenant even & or bums, ght Bp. 
him. We promiſe to be obedient to; him, 
as he was to his beavenly Father, ſo-that if he 
emmy our lives to _* lajd down;to-doe 7 paige 
to:him, we cannot honeltly, x« 1h. £0E.;26 
we offer the Sacrifice of Frau 50g Thank. 
giving, in this Commemoration of kym;.1o we - 
offer,” E told you, and preſent. our ſelves,. our 
Souls and Bodtes to God, to bea hvely, holy 
and acceptable Sacrifice unto hum, Now' the 
Ty life- of the Beaſt which was offered in Sa- 
was given to God; its blaod being 
ſhed at the Altar. And therefore the complete 


mearung 
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44 The Nature and End Pat II. 
meaning of this phraſe,. and of this aCtion, of 
tar our ſelves to be Sacrifices toGod, is as 
t we part with our ſclves'ſo entirely, and are 
ſo abſolutely devoted to him; that ir ſhall not 
be in our , power afterward to recall this gift: 
no, not 'though we die for it. As the Beaſt 
that was offered to God was no lenger the 
owner's; and the Blood which is:the life ( faith 
he himſelf ) became appropriated” wholly to 


his uſes : ſo the rant we- make of our fel ve 
to God at his Altar is ro we are no 


F of an = Martyr (S. ay ) for it, whotel 


us or Book upon the Lord's Prayer) that 
urch they communicated-every bn 

remamed till'S. Hero's: time 

"= Hors, an: in Spain, hea grade cr i 

| might | wel appoin tne 
aſkults of thar enemies; and have courage, 

[ha erm we of Chriſt- Jeſus, ro march > 

even unto. the death. For the ſame per- 

| fon, giving -an account -n one 

by $54.Cor- of hisLetters *, -why the-would 

© 1 receive to-:the peace:'of the 

Church 


"> ow fo R OG 
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riſt,4s not lifted up and 4! eprom By which laſt 


OT- 
were raiſed, up by. the Euchariſt, and had aHiol 
aoobadled.10 them, ' to follow Chri aol 


preparedSacrifices andVittims tobe offeredto God. 


Part: 1. of the. holy Communion. 145 
Ghurch cer3ain- Perſons that had fallen away in 
;P tion {by bewa 


ter) Gaith; that-he ſaw a new ſtorm arifing;4 
divine admonitions and tokens, 
that a more-turious conflict would be renewed. 
And therefore it, was neceflary to receive them 
into Communion again. (whom he exhorts, to 
fight valiantly and play the men;) * that fo rhe 
might nat be af naked and unarmed :, but b 
ſtrenethned by the protettion of Chriſt's Body and 
Flud For ſmce the Exchariſt. is deſiened for 
that end, that it may be a defence or ſafeguard 
ta them that: receive, 1t, we arm thoſe with the 
Ammunition of. the Lord's full-on 
ejrom the adverſary, For how - ooo on 
can we teach and Rn thoſe to- . A337 
powr out their bloog, in the erſeon Jy his name, 
towhom we deny the bluod of Coriſt, when they are 
about ta fight & Or haw.can we nal ow (8/0 the 
Cup of Martyr gom,zf we do not fr ſt admit the, 
by 4 right of Communication, to wy Cup of 
the Lord in the Church ? He cannot be fit for May - 
tyrdom,who ts not armed by the Church for the war. 
That heart will fail, which by receiving the Eucha- 


words, . it-1s, clear that the minds 


ferings. The Prie/ts. whacelebrated the Sacrifices 
of God every x7 (as he (pan in the ſame TR. ) 


For 
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aſe who had ma ; aut 0 = 
valiantly; which for prmaens 


| h 4 Hei Sirrin, And in tis next Epiltle ., 
Which'is an Exhortation/to Martyrdom, he 
al hoy te per Turin for, (pea 
with the Spur pl 
vg to the rin thoſe days, ww. 
they xeceved the. Eucharift in their hand, as w 
£do.now,and notinto their mouth.as the faſhion 
430 preſent Church of Rome ) that ney migh 
never ſtretch i : fk  Ebcherifh #2 Can : 
being mindfull of the at' "which 
recernedithe Body of the Lord, mightembrecc-hin 
andhold:bim. faſt ; fs receive hereafter the re. 
ward Apu:me Crowes, Har fl we readin 
"his concer e away, inz 
ip Sock of ſuffering 2 Shots ah, Jak 


P_ 


_ 


3 ifiee CB: zal RN, thi Body and 
"x4 ' Blood br tyres were the the wofane w- 
p fe8ions and reli 106 0 Cy ies MOR 
- the words oF another- wri 

Be Cardinal, ter®, xnfer 80s which ar 
nn: When we cele- 
cdeConaen. YH 

brate the Secramemanh he, 

are. admiſhed to ryminate and” Hhew over ani 
auer again, the example of owr Lord; that hi 
Pg be almays 4 3 v9dl «the pt 
1 ſhame? of death may nat terrific the Heirs 
Crucifie fied: Tg eu way feed anil 
' ſetves, withthe flo aries of aroſe 


rection 
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Prin Sr body Onan 47 
{1- O how-exvellentis this Cup !' Mow yok- 
Ns MN Oe Drink! by whiob wo ate 
7 Ar wb yonet mercy ard the tings 
— es ad 
lofong't e-of: #9. Wi -000- 
ah eg - Lets we 
aydhr 
ned hs hovelnyor 
Grant bond 
w_—__ but &ying Rrkins ifk 
To vg 4s Crofs, which hey carpict 
their mma, before the greareſt-xiches 
| an'the world. | 
i And with'the fame affections Hhoyld we þe 
iſpifed when 'we'-mdke the famie'' Comme- 
motdtion of 'him ; (profeflim we had rather 
ne :diſhonour 'him and this Religion, by 
them: Vowng our very 1i to be 
upon his account; 1f there be-ocea- 
-it,' 'This'being a Feaſt, as'T told you, 
doing this, that 


o 

los will be that'we ſhould be offered up for 
hisferviee. It being'a Communion, participation, 
of fello with him; if he will have us to 
partake a have fellowſhip with hyn-m his 
| 30 ery exper our Sideld <p bo 
| contented. We-wnite-and-joy our felves 
tothe Crucified Jeſus; and To rolls thatHf he 

= have us bear tis Croſs, 'we will not deny 
--Na noting © we declare that we will in 

much as in the Croſs of - Chriſt: 
tnact 
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1d 4aba ;Whs + better uſe- vs Wy. we" 

Life, than'to give it for him, from Whom » 
received'it,' and who gaye hs life for 1s? At 
how much, berter is it, not to hive At all, it 
bg, with the mark and! brand of ;\cowan 
| ves, from the Prince of Lite-and.f 
Lord of Glory? Let us. {ay therefore. whe 
we-come to the Table of the Lords 4 he 
© much do we owe thee,..mofk -blefled K 
* deemer! How. great 1s. the; [price, - wh 
* thou haſt paid tor-the ranſom. 'of; us, n 
. * 'ſerable: fanners ! [Tongue cannot expreſs. 1 
.* nor thought concaveat...-W hat ſhall I re 
. © der unto-thee-for the -1ncomprehen(ble þ 
© nefits. thou: haſt beſtowed iupon -me ? I « 


*. give. thee.no..leſs than.my-{elt;; which 
4 entirely into thy; hands. Do thc 


« dif} 


e of me according. to-thy pleaſure. | 
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i « Ja reafonablel ſhould follow thee whither- 
thou [leadeſt: me. bs h hr = 


iſe than cas Naaru 
1 * 1 eſteem all hogs bur lols, for the excellence 
hall of thy knowledge. 7 account 
6 not my life dear unto my ſelf, fo Ads 20. 24. 
nll © 1h4t 1 may finiſh my comrſe with 
iy ©. Io, It is Chriſt that vis yea, rather that is 
" by + riſe e —_ : who 15 even at theright handof God; 
who alſo makes interceſſion for us, Who ſhall 7 
IX ate me from the love of 
a [ it: ? Shall tribalation, or Rom.$. 34, 
F kb "ſtreſs, or perſecution, or fa- 35, &c. 
ll ine, or d neſs, or peril, or 
Ws word 7 (as it 15 written, For Pl. 44 17,18. 
| «thy fake we are killed all the day 
we are accounted as ſheep for the ſlaughter.) 
” all this ſhonld come upon me, yet: will [ 
MI!) "bt forget thee ; *; nor will 1 geal falſly in thy Co. 
-penant : My heart ſhallngt be turned back; nei- 
ther ſhall my ſteps declint from thy way. Nay in 
F all theſe things I ſhall be more than a Conqueror, 
ugh him that loved vie. For Lam perſwaded 
| that neither death,nor life, nor Angels,nor Prencs- 
all p4ties or Powers nor things preſent nor things 
hv 1g nor heighthnor depth ner any other crea! 
allbe 1 to 00/7 0 from the loue of 
| God which is in C| ara Teſs our Lord. 
And: great reaſon there is, that we fhould 


. boſe commban to. the very death ; if we con- 
tau: D hider 
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rider the incftimdble] benefits which he' by ti 


death hath purchaſed for us, and'by this com 


Memoration 'of 1t confirms'unto 1us.- Eſpecial! 
thaw neniſſen of ſins thraugh: his. bleod which 
he;for his part, covenants to grant us; if we fir 
ur part, be. faathtull; ro the death, For, 


VI. bo þyh ge terry yu 
as a Feaſt, or onely as a upon a Sact: 
fe: but as 4 Feaſt wpon a Sacrifice for fu 
Where we agreeing, as.I ſaid, to be his con 
ſtant Diſcaples, our beliet that God hat 
fet him farth tobe a propitiation through faith iff | 
his blood : and he ſaves us a part in that Prop 

ciation, and*promiles ts be merciful to our a 


*p1ohteouſne(s, and to remember our fons and in 
quities no more, It was not permitted to the 
Jews you know, (no not to the Prieſts then 


ſelves) to taſte of the /ood of any: Beaſt, thi 
Gas [hin in their Sacrifices to God'; but it w 
to be poured out at.the foot of the Altar, 


Gowe part ofit had been ſprinkled:chereon, Au 


as for the of the Sacrifice, if it was an offe 
ing for ſin, that was to be wholly burntalſo, an 
they. were not allowed the ] it.q 
any of their Feaſts; - This is a prvi org 
Cone uk as NR the Lori 
here they notonely.cat of the Bread which tr 
preſents ph or Fleſh of Chriſt; bur driil 
of theCup, whi Ins Blood. + ha: 
an Altar (1,e-aSacrifice) whe 
Heb-'3; 10. of they had no right to cat tl 
wht j | the Tabernacle : hag 
whid 
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Which the Jewiſh Priefts themſelves, who mi- 
niftred at the Altar, could not partake of: 
We are admitted to the enjoyment of more 


lr 
will 
crifice, which is of greater efh- 
eacy and vertue than any of 
theirs were: ſo God tecerives us 
into a nearer familianty with 
himſelf; and by ſetting before 
us not onely the body: of that 
Sacrifice which was offered to 
him, but the blood alſo (which 
was his own proper food ) 
plainly tells us, that he in- 


privileges than they - were invelted 
Ag we are partakers of a better Sa- 


Nova eft bujus 


Sacrament i dy- 
frina, &Cc. 
Lex quippe &- 
ſum [anguinis 
prohibit : Ke 
vangelium 
pracipit ut bis 
batur. Auth. 
Serm. de Cz 


"WF even of his own joy- an 


tends to make us 


na Domini. 


happineſs. Of 


arta- 
Y kers of the higheſt bleſfin ; 


"Y which he gives us ſtrong affurance, in that he 


. lets us partake not onely of the blood of the 
© Sarrifice, in this figure and repreſentation: but 


"fl of the b/ood of that Sacrifice, which wat offered 


"if for the ſins of the World, This bids usreſt affured 
of his abundant Grace; and not doubt of our 

'Y acceptance with him, to a patticipation of his 
Il higheſt favour. There is nothimg now to hinder 
"Wit, tor to make us call in queſtion his mercitull 
"YI kindrieſs towards tis. For we have ſuch a token 
— Wand pledge of forgiveneſs of our fins by this'Sa- 
Yctifice; as the ancient people of God had notof 
the forgiveneſs of their offences, by the blood 

— Wthat 'was offered at God's Altar. They wet 
ot adrnitted to taſte - that Blood; as we are, 
2 of 
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-of the Blood of Jefus: and fo could not have 
that kg and acceſs with confidence to God 
 awhich wehave through the Faith of him. 
This ſeems to be one great ſecret of this $a- 
| crament : as a from the 
Luke 11. 20, words of St. and St. P an, 
1-Cor. 12.25, Who tells, that this Cup which 
compared with we drink of, is the new Cove 
Mazr. 26. 28. nant inChriſt's blood, which wa 
ſhed for the remiſſion of ſin: 
We are confirmed by doing this, 1n that graci 
ous Covenant ; which aſſures us of forgivenel 
through his Blood. He gives us a right to 
thoſe benefits (of which that is the firſt) which 
he obtamed by his obedience to the death 
Which is the import alſo of the word Comm 
2ion, uſed by S, Pax! to expreſs the effect of 
this Sacrament; 1 Cor, 10. 16, The Cap of ble 
which we bleſs, is it not the Communion 
the Blood of Chriſt? the Bread which we breat, 
2s it not the Communion of the Body of Chriſt ! 
In its full Ggnification, that phraſe denotes, not 
merely our being made of his Society, but our 
p aving a Communication of | 
Flue bu bay and Blood neo us *: & 
iter which we partake ea 
prom; ng 9%  'this Bread, and Iriaking the 
Gal.'s.s, Cup, in remembrance of bb 
Phil. 4. 15. death for the remiſſion of fin, 
And ſo we beſeech our merct 
- full Father (in the Prayer of Conſecration which 
- our Church preſcribes) that we receiving the: 
' bus Creatures of Bread and Wine, accords F 
s 
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his Son onr Saviour's holy inſtitution, in remens 
branee of his Death and Paſſ:on,may be partakers 
Ga of his moſt bleſſed Body and Blood, © For atter the 
tf Bread and Wineare depured by holy- Prayer to 
mY God, to be uſed for a Commemoration of 
x Chrilt's death ; though they do nor ceale to be 

what they were before, yet they begin to be 
ſomething which they were not betore this 
Conſecration. That is, they become now to us; . 
wr, viſible ſrens of an inwgd and ſpiritual Grace : 
Wy and do not merely figure to us the breaking of-. - 

Chriſt's Body, and the ſhedding of his Blood ; 
4 but are a pledge of that inward and ſpiritual 
"Y Grace which they repreſent. What that Grace 


th s,we are taught mour Catechiſm; when it tells 
*} us that it is, The Body and Blood of Chriſt, which 
i are verily and indeed received of the fai rhfull in 
þ the Lord's Supper. That is, they have a real 
4 bom portion given them in the death and 
'N fufferings of the Lord ſeu; whols: body 
ff vas broken, and Blood ſhed for remifhon of 


= 


fins. They truly and indeed partake of the 
virtue of his bloody Sacrifice; whereby he 
hath obtained an eternal redemption for us. 
This is rhe meaning ſure, or partaking of his 
Body and Blood, which are here communica- 
ted. Becauſe this Bread and Wine do not be- 
come his Body- and Blood, by ceaſing to be 
Bread and Wine: but by tendring them t& 
us, as a ſpiritual grace. Their efficacy there- 
fore and virtue by the divine favour 1s made 
ours, All the ettects and benefits of his pa{- 
lon are imparted to us by theſe, which: in 

D.z them-. 
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themſelves are bur God's Creatures ef Bread 


-- - and Wine: yet by his appointment become ty 


us the: Body and Blood of tiis Son- In ſhort, 
there is nothing which the Body and muy 
Chriſt can be to the ſpirits of men, but by t 
tokens he exhibits it to us, and gives us an In- 
tereſt in it. This is ſpiritual to eat his Fleſh, 
wnd drink his Blood; as both our Church and 
ori ſpeak. Our Souls entertain and feaf 
themſelves upon his Sacrifice; being really made 
of whatſoever his Body and Blood can 
do for them. Which $. Gregory Nazzarzen 
meant, I ſhould think, when he faith, _ theſe 
Oblations are the Communication of the  Tucar- 
nation of God; of the (u { f 
* In his 'Opar-  ferings of Ged*. How do 
__ "_g 2, mma wang thy us his a 
] nation, but by giving us 
fruits and benefits of 1t? and fo 
he communicates to us his broken Body, and 
his Bload that was ſhed. We partake of both 
m the fame manner. We my admitted to 
participate of -— ew of the nfferings of 
Chriſt ( as hef in another 
[Ts Nears me- . place) and by means of this 
207 A494 Sacrament are inveſted in the 
vr. Orar. 40. merit of them, - For it is not 
merely his Body and Blood 
but his Body broker and Blood Jhed ( as 1 Gd 
juſt-now ) which we are made partakers of. 
Andthat is as much as toſay,we are partakers of 
his death: the breaking of the Body and ſhed- 
ding the Blood, hg the death of him who 


fufters in that manner. And 
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And thus indeed: the Bread and Wane (are: 
changed; not by abobſhing their ſubſtance,. 
es ent be Der eegniny 
they ave depure yer 
to/ Chriſt's aferuton) to tender to us the 
= 
our Saviour, principal part 
which grace 5, renmihon of {1n. + For fin be-- 
cons away z death, the fruit of fin, 15 4-- 
ed: he gracioully reſtores us to the Pri-- 
viege of immortality which we | had _loft-:: 
and in order to it atfures he will not fail t©- 
communicate the grace of his holy Spmit, to- 
alt arid further . vs in our way to-ev 
bliſs, '' We may be hs that: he oor 
eliving 'vertye -1nto . our: Spirits, £0 qQuiCc 
excite 2nd-(trengtben us, to doe. according to- 
our: Vows and Engagements : that {fo we my 
ciutiave 14: bis love, as he continued tn his 
Earber's - lowe; by beeping bis . Commundewents.. 
Ferithis- 15 the nature and office. of all. x 
pledges, to afure us of the good 
Goof his Truth in fulkling or 
.ohle engages te ys 
them as we engage our elves 


we Capt to hin, by -receri ihe 


'bids us \beljeve- that we ſhall 
{pr wn Eras 
1 m and: 
do ores of Chi ont Rk oped 
} Peact 


ge whe pole 
Thuss 
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W "ug Prayer of Conſecration' runs in the 

| t Li ;"1nto which, though many 

; fintable tothe concens of later 

ofThri 

& who are called 


4 <4 a 
Ws G 


[ Life;the Santtification of Body 
ine fn the fruit of good fe | 


Py o 


FAIT H; that theydteto 


ro. 
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by the addition onely of theſe two words { 70 
US] as if their Fore-fathers had ſtudied to 


ent that groſs conceit , 
Fhich now. they have enter- 
tained *., For the Prayer 
there coneerning the Bread 
ad Wine is, that they may be- 
come to 15 the Body and. Blood of 
thy well beloved Son our Lora 
Feſus Chriſt, God doth not 
make them fo iz themſelves, by 
changing their ſubſtance : but 
wnto #45, by their change from 


* Our Writers 
have ſhown of - 
ten york a 
the fanc 
Tranſb aſl 
riation is nt 
countenanced 
by the Service-. 
of that Church 
which teaches 
if. | 


the Common to this Spiritual 

Uſe. Nor doth the Prayer, now mentioned; for 
the holy Spirit to come-and ſanCtifie them, and- 
make them his Body to us, &c. fuggeft any 


ſuch thing, as a- change of their ſubſtance: For 


the ancient Writers frequently fay as much con- - 
cerning the ſanCtifying of rhe Water in Bap- 
tiſm, by the holy Spirit: and yer it-remains 
Warter ſtill, though ir ſerve to -the- myſtical 
waſhing away of (in. So do the Bread and 
Wine remain Bread and Wine, after thefandti- © 

tying of them, and their becoming” the- Body | 
and Blood of Chriſt to us. They 'are* both  _ 
Bread- and Wine in their ſubſtance; and the 
Body and Blood of Chrift in the ſpiritual uſe 
to which they are appointed. To that uſe 
when once they are conſecrated, we” have no-- 
ard, at all to the ſubſtance of Beeatl'and 
ine: but onely to the Body and Blood ot 
Chrift; which by- doing this, ars [- 
D.5 | cared 


53 The Natwre:and End / Part Il, 
cated to our Souls, in the remiſſion of ſin, the 
SanGification of the Spirit, and-eternal Life, To 
onclude what Gregory Nyſſen 

concerning Baptiſm * [Dy 

p. 802 | Mat contemnthe Divine waſhing, 

nor wndervalue it 4s 4 Comm 

thing becauſe of the Uſe of the Water : for tha 
which'it works is great, and there are wonderful 
effetts of it,] we may ſay concerning the Sup- 

.per of our Lord 4. Bread and Wineare re but {mall WM 

things : but in this holy uſe of them they are - 

Fat and produce admirable eflefts: Nay be | 

elf ely mentions thus very thing, 
note may an example of the great be 
hen th 


be received from common mat- 
B ey. are applied to a divine uſ 
" ;: on gy tor, ack | ud at —_ meſench. tn1 [ 
fue t ordinary ſtone; nothing diffe 
bo FS boy wo thoſe you tread upon ; but being 
; 32S ted to God's ſervice, it isan holy Table, 
"<8, Avathe Bread alſo, ts inthe beginning but 
C- - common Bread; but when the Myſt Ry Rach of of- 
© fered 1 it, then it is called, and it 1s the Body 

< Chris. So the, myſtical Oil, and_fo the 
.- * Wine, - which are little worth before 
f tiYebng, after the ſanRification of the Sh 
| another. kind of -aperation-. And 
« chus. a Prieſt, who the other day was a v 
< gar-perſon, being ſeparated by Bleſ wg, be 

£0 +. comes-a. G a Governour, a Teac 
, iP &c.. And theſe + things he doth, without 
* ny © at all in {x tut 071 op, wa 

;- Ay Man may 

be”) EO Uh 
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and hich. 


which _ 


ts Wa. 


Reb eater ar can. we: fs at: 
ta; be: admitted into ſuch- 


Dp. with hun, and with his. Son. Jeſus 


What. is there of equal Power with-. 
our Heart zu the love of- 
"OF him: 


4 | Sala] By at ee 
that. Na Who,can; think 

| wa ; Hig if he ht? fe 
1 1 


ngs? We 
Cres _ Lord, 
y.;Loving-kin neſs, s 
ques axe. thy: thay 
w great 1s the ſumm. © thems: 
not fear aq youls not - 
thy Name? For. 
*thows 


Js; 


\ ; 
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ANd * thou haſt given us excee 
2.Pet-.1. 4: yr pots RF 


©o is | baſt vor 
*: with the Blood of iy de ahqh 
**new Covenant with us in that blood, to pur thy 
© Laws in onr hearts,and write 
HS: 10. 16, them in our minas; and onr [i [7 nr 
© Sign © ana: imiquities to remember m 
. ©-»zore. Thou haſt made him 
*- an High Prieſt for ever, rom interceſſion for 
Wor Fre le 
t he may beable to 
© all his Promiſes.” Farthfall i; 
eThell. $.24- © he that calleth us, who alſo will 
* doit, For ever, O Lora, t 
BG. hg = 59; © word is ſetled in Heaven, Thy) 
fait neſs. ts G24: all gener 
* -r30ns, © But © thon Biven 
when farther aſſurances -of | thy Wy ar 
| nt Truth, by entertaining us at thy-Table; 
g us partake of that Body and 
b whnch was offered mr: E- 
rough, mough, O O. moſt mercifull Father! 
_ the love thou beareſt ro us.” We can- 
not" defire. greater tokens and teftimonics - 
* It, than theſe thon haft 
2.Cor.: 1-20. ; "US+ All thy promiſes in'C| ri 
we believe, are ; Certain, 
*Githfull and true. We khow aridare ſure; that 
© 'we. have an Advocate with the 
»Joh. 21,2, * frogs pt) org ty rightc= 
he'sn propitiation for 
Our; 
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© our fins, 1 will never doubt any more of thy 
wilt towards us : ' for 1 taſte and feel 
"the Lord: is gracious, 

The Lord is more and. >: Pf, 111 PEA 


*ption 1 into Me chant, he hath: Ara his Ce- 
© venant for ever : Holy and re- 
nerend 1s his name. The mercy PAL 103.17, 
ken Lord is from everlaſting 18, 
operining, » upon them that Pal: 130- 5. 
fra him, = as keep” his 
Me tor ir aud to thoſe that remember his Camn:« 
F r to' doe. thews, I wait therefore for 
"hee, O Lord, my fout doth wait + and in thy 
«pred doe 1 hope. Mine eyes ſhall be ever 4 
"wards the Lord; that mercy 
WW”, exce and live n5ay be »ul- Jude 2: 
*r5p a" wntd we: that T'miy 1 Joh. v7 
ILSS nenavg 
Hg ” for fo we ſtilt have fel- 
one with another, , and the blood of Feſut 
Op thy Son ſhall cleanſe me frm all Sijt. 
men.. 
VIE. The natural conſequence of what hath 
been faid coricerning the Love of God: powands 
us, in ſending his only bego otten Son, that 
mi ie Boe thee ough him,andhe might bethe 
FSiarfir our ye is drawn toour 7 
1Ep4.tr. Belroed, if God fo loved us, we - 
atfo to love one awother. This is fo certain a fruit 
of an hearty ſenſe of God's mercifull kindneſs 


to.us, that-no man ought to rhinkhe loves him, 
or. 


Hike ordained thisSacrament to b 
ion between all Chriſtians whobe 


common Saviour, gg Le 
oy Fagartnk no doubt , Ts 
gh ins 
as vrmay GY ws 7-0 renin wn 


n aur ves .in a 
Cu as well .. with FanſelC a IM 
of nal. © Et 


ck Fuſs 


tainmenys, at ch the Citi 
met in one place, that = 


- ing 4.6 from theſe Feehs heras this v4 
| A 7101 
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« moſt lovely. Commemoration ||, || — drazeears 
(the very word-uſed by our Sa- - ) TA amecr 
viour-Jat the-inſtitution of this 47 £v72. 
Fealt of his) -T hey corametno- | 
rated, I ſuppote, the common. benefits that had 
been-beltowed on them , the famous ARs of 
their Anceſtors, and the marvellous Victories 
and Deliverances which they had - obtained : 
whereby they were engaged to love and unity, 
without. which they could never hope'to re- 
main ſohappy. 'Such Moetings/ belides thoſe or- 
dained by the Law) there were among the Jews 
that lived in 'the fame neighbourhoad :--who 
maintained fociety and friendſhip by eating of 
the ſame food in the evening of the Sabbath. 
Which was as much as to ſay, (as /Maimonides 
his words are *) We are mingled , Mention 
together, or aſſociated ; there w , Dr. Ls bi 
one food. for' res all: wo man 1n- if 6 J 
trenches on tuts neighbour's pro- *, Gp. 16." 
ba But as there is one equal 


right to 144 all in this common place, ſo there ts 
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| 

) 
| i ſeveral right to every one inthe place which 1s 
WH pecnlinr > proper to himſelf. Thus ouyr.Com- 
| WB panies Fraternities have their common 
| Halls and Fealts alſo ; which-were appointed 
; © for nothing elſe, bur that they might-the ber- | 
" ter maintain love and kindnets: the Bre- 
thren-of the Society. In like mannerthis Di- 
 & vine Feaſt of our Saviour's inſtitution -was at- 
| tended with that of charity; in which the poor- - 
"i were entertained as Chrittian Brethren toge- 
ther with the rich; tor the continuingand pro- . 
| moting . 
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moting of friendſhip, unity and peace am 
them all. Nay, this Feaſt it ſelf was deſi 
without all queſtion, for this purpoſe as well x 
"others: that all thoſe who mer at the ſame 
communion, | might be joined together in the 
ſtrieſt bond of holy friendſhip, by partaking 
all of one Bread, and drinking of one Cup: $ 
SS: Paxliteaches us, 1 Cor. 10.17, For we bei 
many are one bread, and one body : for we pay 
takers of that one bread. As the Bread wax 
nab. tocommemorate the ſufferings of Chrilt 
whoſe Body was broken for our 'fins: fo it ws 
broken alſo to be diftnbuted among all the 
.Communicants, in token that they-were but one 
Body; Members of the ſame Chriſt, and Mem- 
bers one of another. As it was a Feaſt, their eat: 
ing at the fame Table declared their friendſhy 
Teharit : but their eating there of one and 
fame Loaf { which repreſented the Bodyd 
Chriſt ). more etfeftually declared it, and eng+ 
ged the holy Brotherhood to greater unity and 
: we _ _ It is 
* Homil.18.n well obſerved by S.Chry/oſtow!, 
2:Cer.p.i647. That it was not Rant the 
ror rmgh People among. the Jews: to 
partake of that part of the Sacrifice which 
was given tothe Prieſts. But they had ther 
tion ito themſelves, and the Sacrificer with 
Tis Friends another portion: different from the 
Prieſts. But now it 1s not fo, faith he : On 
and the ſame body, and one and the ſame Cu 
4s given to all: To teach us that we are ow 
hed : | differing no more one from another this 
| member 
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miviber- doth from member in the ſame body. 
And therefore we are not to throw all wpoy t 
Prieſts, but every one is to 'take care of another ; 
and 'contrive as much as he is able, the good of 
the whole" Church, 1 will only 
add the words -of St. Cyprian*, * Ep. ad Mag- 
who'faith,; The Lord”s Sacrifices 1%, pag. 151. 
declare the Chriſtian Unanimi- Edit. Rigal. 
ty, knit together in a firm and: in- 
able charity, For when oar Lird called the 
bread which is Grabs together 


the union of many corns , his body : he denoted 


im. 'W bricty appears more fully from 
2difbourſe ' he. 'makes ir _ j Bhi g- _ | 
ly concern] ng! "IT ec 4 
Water togerhet with” ''6il; 64. jx103. 
Wamewthe Cup of the Lord, 10 
as the cuſtom then was. * Waters, ſaittyhe; in 
*the/holy!Scripture Ggnitie many 'People and 
"Nations: -which we beh6td alſo containedin 
moi th Cup For fince Chriſt 
\bare'ugall, who likewiſe bare our fins, weſce 


"the People tobe underſtood by Water, 2s the 
* Wine ſhews us the Blood of Chritt. Now when 
*the Water in theCup is mingled with ma" 
I .*the&: 


66, The Natwe and Bnd.: Part II 
* the People is made-one with Chrift ; and thy 
* multitude of Believers is coupled and joine 
* together ,with him in' whom they beliew 
* Which conjayGtion of Water and Wine is & 
* mingled in the op of the Lord , 'rhat they 
© cannot be ſeparated one from: the other, &«, 
© So that in Sacrificing the Cup of the Lord, the 
aw 1. * Water alone! cannot be-offs 
af, (Ys roam ao Wig 
itoſe who uſed alone, For if -one offer. Wing 
only Water m 

this Sacrament. 

©.the People 


my 
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«ſe, . For it begun to. be_his Blood ,- when 
it. was offered to God, juſt as the Water be- 
to. be the People and Flock of Chriſt, 
uſes the ſame words of both. And there- 
fore if we fay, he thought the Wine was chan- 
ed from its own nature into the very ſub- 
ce of Chriſt's Blood ; we may as well ſay, 

he believed the Water to be changed from be- 
ng Water, and tobe made the very ſubſtance 
of bis Church or People. In the like manner 
we may diſcourſe concerning the Bread, which 
in his opinion is ſo made Ckriſt's Body , that 
it is alſo the Body of the Church, For 
that is repreſented, he faith , together with 
Chriſt, by the Flour and Water made into one 


But, not. to trouble our ſelves any farther 


with tes; let us therefore, when we par- 
Jager rt ie of the Lord, think, that as 
thereby we are made one with Chriſt, ſo. we 
are joined in the cloſeſt Union ene with ano- 
ther, And let us remember when we are ma- 
king our ſelves ready for this heavenly Feaft, 

tas we are going to commemorate the dea- 
reſt love of our Lord, and to profeſs our love 
to him! ; ſo to engage our ſelves to the hearti- 
dt loye towards all the Members of the fame 
Body ; toenter into a Covenant one with. ano- 
ther (as well as with him) by cating of the. 
ſame Bread, and drinking of the ame Cup; 
that we will never fall out any more; much. 
les hate, malign, or doe deſpite and injuries. 


one to another ; but live tor ever in a” 
of 
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of God; in unity and godly love. © that thi 
koly uſe of this Sacrament were more ſerio 
regarded and laid to heart! It would mak 
a marvellous change in the face of Chriſt 
Church; if all rhat partake -of his Table dil 
cordially embraceas loving friends; and reſolwii ;- 
to remain in an inſeparable affettion. Fol 1; 
Love or brotherly charity zs the fulfilling » 
the Law: and would certainly ſecure-all thok 
duties which we owe to our Neighbour, x 
$. Pax! ſhews, Rem. 13+ 8, 9, 10+ It our hean 
were filled with it, we thould not onely bt 
- Preſerved from doing of him harm : but} 
would make us doe hum good, By giving x 
ns. EY 
* Which is join. 16S 3 y Jorgrut 

ed with break. and paſſing by ne 2m B rel 
ing of Bread, paſts andoffences: under which 
AF. 2.42, and two: heads are pore GE 
renared | by us a[l the offices of brotherly chz 
Fellowſhip. rity. We have our Saviour 
| word for it, that if this he 
= + venly vertue were but plant 
ed 19 our- breaſts, all other Chriſtian vertus 
would promny ſhine in us and adorn out 
fouls: For he compares this loving and kind 
diſpoſition; free from all baſe ſelhſhneſs and 
covetous | =_— ( which _ only at = 
own | ar, profit ) to the eye in our hea 
Which when it nork. and pure, the whole by 
dy is full of light, Matt, 6.22, And therefore 
| the oftner we come to the Lord's Table, with 


this end, among other, in our aim, the betre 
Chriſti 
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EChriſtians we ſhall grow. We ſhall preſerve 
chis light that is in us from growing dim: and 
our friendſhip at this Feaſt (to 
which the Lord invites both high and low, rich 
and ) we ſhall neither deſpiſe, nor envy, 
I nor l-will, nor be hard-hearted one to 
SF another any more. Nay, our light will 6 
ſhine before men, that they ſeeing our good 
'W works, will glorihe our Father which 1s in 
Heaven- 

It is a Maxim (I obſerve) among Politici- 
ans, That a great Perſon or Governour ſhould 
"MF feaſt or entertain but ſeldom, upon ſome ſpeci- 
| J /— rank org 1s uncertain whether 
he ſhall procure by it /avoxr or exvy. Some ma 
think themſelves neglected; and others think 
themſelves diſparaged, who are not able togive 

the ſame entertainment. But our Lord upon 
i the quite contrary reaſons invites us frequent- 

to his Houſe and Table: becauſe he invites 
ll, and makes ne difference upon account. 
'Mf of men's outward eftates; and nothing 
'F at all again, bur that all his Gueſts would love 
'F one another, with a ſincere heart and unfeign- 
ed affeftion. The great he would engage not 
to ſcorn the meaner fort; and the mieaner' ſort 
not to envy the great. He would oblige the 
to be mercifull and liberal; and-rhe poor 

to be thankfull and contented. The weak in 
knowledge not to Judge the ſtrong ; and the 
| not to deſpiſe the weak : Bur all to live 
| ther as loving Brethren and Members of 
il the ame Body, That fo, they may oy the 
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ame care one for another, And whether ove ew. 
ber ſuffer, all the Members may ſuffer with it, 
or -one AMember rejoice, all the reſt may rejviu 
with it, And whatſoever differences may arik, 
he conjures them by all that is facred and dex 
to them, that they fall not out, nor make anj 
els; much leſs divide and feparate them. 
elves one from another; or doe any thing that 
may ſpoil the harmony and conſent of their af 
feftions, together with the comfort of ther 
F ives and the beauty of his Church, 
Pl133-1,3. © O how good, how pleaſant it 
| © (ſhould every one ſay when he 
© at this Feaſt) for brethren to dwell together in 
© Daty.! Heaven and Earth are pleated with 
© his happy agreement and ſweet accord. Her: 
© the Lord commanaeth a bleſſing , even life {o 
© evermore. Never will I make any jars in thi 
© heavenly conſort. Nothing bur Iove, york 

© but love ſhall that heart in whi 
* thou, O Lord of Love, art pleaſed to inhabit 
©] willingly enter into thele holy bonds « 
© friend{hip and peace. 1 tie my ſelf here inle- 
© parably to all my Brethren. I embrace them 
* all ict every poet with an open afid enlarged 
þ F/ will ever endeavour to keep the oy 
* of the Spirit in; the bond of peace ; and wil 
* love not in word nor in tongue, but in deed ani 
©;ntruth. And, O that we could ſee rhat holy 
=> which gathered fo many Nations, and 
r ogues » and People of fundry forts , into 
© one body of the Church; deſcending once 
© more to join together all” Chriſtian _—_ 
ome, 
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© Cone, Holy Ghoſt/and draw vs all to ti 
ev py peace. 'T hat as there is one indy 

* and one Spirit, and one Baptiſm, 


A ohbe fo hp TANG 
wy 


_ orgs ' 916 Yor 
eſs, ch which E. aſcendedft 
"ip on tg þ gave gifts to men; yea, to the 
ant in thy ancient bounty to 
* thy how al Charch. Viſit out minds, and 
* mipireus with heavenly grace; 
' chat we ray be the minded, Phil. 2. 2. 
* having the ſame love, veing 0 of | 
© one' actord,, ard 'one mind. That fo at Lft 
M1 * there may 'be but one voice 
"il *alo: he we may all ſpeak 1 Cor. 1. 10. 
; the ſame thing, and that there 
d T2 diviſions among 4 -' but that we be prer- 
; he av med together tn the [ame mind, and in 
4 
Juagment. Now the Lord of peace 
| give my peare always 
bu news ww the Gol 2 Thief" 5; 16. 
fone ad tonſolation , 
(gran r " be 7 vneragh one towards ano- 
* they, after the "exam 
p ri Fo: Ms we ys Rom-15»5,6- 
art and one month ori ifie Gol, Pen 
the Farber of our Lord Teſw 
* Chrsff. | And the Lord kb 1 Thef,3. 12, 
* #i'tp tncreaſe and abound in r3- 
* Live one towards another, and 
towards all men: to the end be may ftabliſh 
' wr hearts/ nblame able in holineſs eee on 
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© £21 Or ill at = vine" Lord 
k «fn Chriſt with all his Saints, Amen, 


. VAIL Now what is there that wu more ce 


nating rien the leaſt of them? 
will provokeusto love and to good works: fr 
make vs not to be weary of well-doing. It wil 
preſs our hearts to render ſomething back Ar 
to him from whom we have received all : 
what he needs not himſelf , to beſtow. on % 
Members who were as dear to him. as his li 
And therefore S. Pax/, I obſerve, after he hat 
46 a pie exhortation tothe Coloſſian 
a Hl: jd wy; of Fake 
ge. 52, [8 erms, Torbear 
ts; I4, 15. aac} pp a > Lo 
any man — # quartet. ag ain} 
any, and above all to put on charity, and to Ya 
peace of God rule i in their hearts, t6 which thy 
wer#calledin one body : jmmadiately adds in tl: 
AESALAND BE TETHANKFUL 
—_ Og that this would ſecure all the 
cher they doe the reſt'of our ry, And 
TT e hath our Saviour inſtitute 
or Gaſt, t our hearts-may be raiſed to 
bx tage Bd give thanks-to the Father of mertie 
the devouteſt ection; notonly when wt 
are there, but at all times and in all places, Thi 
is a thing that cannot be omitted at this Feaſt 
mou {poiling the very . nature of it, ' It 
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not what our Lord appointed it to be , if this 
be wanting, With this we begin ; with this 
we —_— _-_ w_ in we conc this 
holy action. Nay, it is Thanksgiving, with pray- 
& Þ God , by which the Bread and Wine are 
anfified, that they may become to us the 
Body and Blood of Jeſus Chriſt. And (to fay 
no more ) it is ſo much of the eſſence, as we 
ſpeak, or being of this action, that it hath 
been the name of it for many, it not for all A- 
ges. We find this Sacrament called the Excha- 
ri that is, Thanksgiving, m the molt ancient 

riters: which would make one think this 
was the name belonging to it in the Apottles 
time. And indeed St. Paw! calls it the Cup of 
bleſſing, which is the very ſame with Thankse:- 
ving, For, if you obſerve it, the Evangeliſts uſe 
theſe words indifterently when they ſpeak of 
the inſtitution of this holy Feaſt. S. datthew, 
and S. Mark (ay, that he took the Bread, and 
bleſed; and he took the Cup, and gave thanks. 
$. Luke and S. Paul cnly fay, he took Bread, 
and gave thanks : and the Cup in like manner, 
And thus they ſpeak alſo in another matrer, 
concerning common food : which will help to 
explain this bulines. S. Luke faith, Chriſt look- 
ed up-to Heaven, when he took the five loaves 
and two fiſhes to feed the multirude, and ble/- 
ſedthem, Lxk.9.16. S. Matthew and S, Mar ay 
onely , that looking up to Heaven, be bleſſed, 


v2. his Father who is in Heaven, Atr.14-19. 
Mark 6.41- And $S, John's words are, that he 
diſtributed them, when he had given rhauks, John 
44 E 6.11. 


34 The Nature and End Part 1| 
6G. 11, From whence we may conclude thek 
two things : F:r/t,that bleſſing and giving thank 
are the very ſame i their language, or includ 
-ane the-other; which may be tarther con. 


med from, 1.Cor. 14. 16. Secondly, that though 
this bleſſing or ſpeaking good of his Name, and 
z :947g, be directed immediately to God; 
et the Creatures for which we bleſs and thank 
Kh of the bleſling, and become the 
better to us. For ſo the Loaves and Fiſhs 
were bleſſed, by our Saviour's bleſiing God 
And fo we fay in common , that befor 
we eat we ſhould bleſs the Table (or thoſe goal 
any ade -" = us; ) becauſe by than 
ing G r them, he grants them to ou 
ule, with his will and 
* See 1 Tim, —_—_— An in nay 
4+ 41 54 ner at the upper of our 
2 Lord, he blefled the Brea 
and Wine, by giving thanks, and bleſſing God 
to be his Diſciples, the divineſt bleſſings and 
pledges of his fingular love. And thus we ar 
to conceive it is at this day ; by the bleſlng 
and thanksgiving of him that miniſters at ths 
_ Feaſt, to which all the people ſay, Am, 
join their hearty conſent , thoſe creaturs 
of Bread and Wine are ſanCtified and blefle, 
to thoſe excellent uſes, whic 
* Thence I have already named *. Fa 
Tuſtin Mar- | | 
2 calls them, «Ju 95a Tempi, in Engliſl 
; my fog food, or food hallowed by thanks 
25ng, Apol. 2. 
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2=in3. Jon and bleſſing ſuitable to this occa- 
fon -(4f' nothing elſe were added ) include the 
moſt powerfull Prayer to God, that by recei- 
ving this Bread and Wine in remembrance. of 
his Son: Jeſus,” he would make us partakers of 
all the hana which he procured by dying 
for us. And'therefore you ought to; be very 
carefull of this as a-ptincipal part. of your du- 
7 hete : to lift wp your hearts, when the Minty 
calls upon-you, «nto our Lord God: and to 
grove thanks Praiſes together with all the hea; 
wenly Hoſt te. the Father Almighty,wbo of his tens 
der Mercy gave hes only Son Solis Chriſt to. /uf+ 
fer Death upon the Croſs for our Redemption, &c;. 
And be ſure to fay Amer to that Prayer whick 
preſently follows in our fervice ( for'the clearer 
underſtanding of the uſe to which the Bread and 
Wane are deputed, and of the means whereby 
they come/to be ſo: whichis the divine bleſfkin 
this 'we receiving theſe thy creatures of Bread 
and Wine, perivs; ng to thy Son our Saviour Te(us 
Chrifts holy Inſtitution , 1m, remembrance of hzs 
death:and paſſion , may be PRs of his. moſt} 
ary [and Blood, Nay, all thetime of this 
y lolemnity, Praiſe and Thankſgiving are te 
beintermixed with every partof the Attion : ta 
make ir the more efteCtual to. us We cannot 
commemorate him, as I told you, without ex- 
_—__ magnifying his Name, and making. ' 
our acknowledgments to lim. And how can,” 
'K weremember his making his Soul an oflering 
for fin, without ſpecial tharks unto him for 1q 
great a kindneſs ? wm ought to protel on 
6 '2 elves 
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6 - The Nature and End Part] 
elves Chriſtians, with the height of*joy and 
. gladneſs of heart. To bleſs him for the Sm 
* Dus Covenant into which he receives/us. To 
vow our felves unto him with the moſt folemy 
thanks, that he will accept fuck poor thing 
as''we are to be his ſervants. And to make 1 
atefull mention of all the benefits he hath be. 
wed on us, and intends'to us; and to all ou 
Chriſtian brethren: whoſe concernments ſhould 
be very dear unto us as well as our own. And 
nay 5 - py eee were _ _ in love 
with this duty, that they gave thanks to God, 
for all good rhings; the penkils we-enjoy by 
all his Creatures :' as well as'forour Redemp 
tion by his: Son Jeſiis. Becauſe this Feaſt ac 
companied” that 'of Charity; in which, ther 
bodies were ſed, asin this, their Souls; and be 
cauſe of the offerings they then made of ſome 
' _ _— of the fruits of tlie Earth (as we doe now 
. money m lieu of them-) for an ni 
- ment to God; that he was the Author of all t 
bleſſings which they enjoyed. But this alway: 
made the principal part of their acknowleds- 
ments, that God had ſent his Son into the worll 
to fave ſinners. And therefore (as our Churc 
teaches us in the Exhortation juſt before the 
Communion ) above all things we muſt giv! 
moſt humble and hearty thanks to God the Father | 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, for the Redemptin 
of the World by the Death and Paſſion of our 84 
wienr Chriſt,both God and Man: who did bum 
ble ' himſelf even to the death upon the Croſs fu 
” miſerable ſmners, who lay in darkneſs jy b- 
| a 
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T7 
ſhadow: of death, that he might make us the chil- 
dren of God, and exalt 145.70 everlaſting life. 


It is certain that it was not common Bread 
and Wine which the ancient Chriſtians prayed 
might become the Body and Blood of Chriſt 
ro-them : But Bread and, Wine firſt lancahed, 
by: being-offered 'to God with ; 
thankſgiving ,: and preſented 
to him with due acknowledg- 
ments that he was the Lord 
and Giver of all things. After 
which followed a thankfull 
mention of the great love of 
God in fending ſis Son to.redeem Mankind 
by-his-death, reprelented by .chat:boty. Bread 
and Wine broken and poured out ,. 1n comme- 
moration - of his Paſſion. This was the princt- 
pal-thing of all, which our Church therefore 

elly puts us in mind of, in the words now 
recited ; and diſtinftly . acknowledges in the 
Prayer of Conſecration. ,,As for the other, 
that alſo is to be underſtood when you ſee the 
Bread and . Wine ſet upon God's Table by 
him that miniſters in this Divine Service, 
Then it 1s- offered to God; for whatſoever is. 
lolemnly placed there, becomes by that means, 
a thing dedicated and appropriated to him, . , 

And if you obſerve the time when"this, 
Bread and Wine is ordered to be placed there,, - 
which is immediately after the Alms of the” 
People have been received for the Poor , your 
will ee it is intended by our Church to' be a 

E thank- 


Irenzus, 7:6. x. 
cap. 34. 
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”.58' -The Nature and End" Part II 
'* © thankflill Oblation-ro God of the Fruits of the 
"Earth. And accordingly all that are there pre. 
lent, when they behold the Prieſt thus preps. 
ring the Bread and Wine for Conſecration to 
an higher Myſtery, ſhould ſecretly lift up ther 
Souls to God in hearty T hankſgiving, and of- 
ferr him the Sacrifice of Praiſe for theſe and 
all other ſuch Benefits:  defiring him to ac- 
cept of theſe gifts, as a ſmall token of their 
| mqgpos ſenſe that they hold all they have of 
' him., as the great Lord of the World: And 
{o we are taught to doe in' that Prayer which 
immediately follows in our Liturgy:, for the 
whole ſtate of Chriſt's Charch, and wherein we 
4 agotly h him to accept not onely our 
+  Alms; but alfo our Ob/ations, Thele are/things 
diſtinct: andthe former ( Aims ) hgnifying that 
which was given for the relief of the poor; 
the latter (O%1ations) can ſignifie nothing elle 
bu (according 'to the ſtyle of the ancient 
Chinch ) "this Bread and Wine preſented to 
ve gd, in a CE Fn cum Of of ow ao 
oth dry. and quid (as Trujtsnr arty fpea 
whic yh the Creator i the World', hath 
made and given unto us. But above all we 
.- muſt be ſure to offer our devouteſt acknow- 
= --» Tedgments for that Gift of gifts, the Son of God | 
dying for us : without which thankſgiving, to 


| 'the' truth,” we do not doe that which 
Wh ' commanded, and ſo cannot hope for 
the þlefſing he hath promiſed. Hear S. Ch-1/«- þ 
"8 om: (inſtead of all that treat of this matter) 
&- who excellently declares, the manner and re 
3 | _ 
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fon of Thankſgiving , in a Ser- 

mon of his upon the Eighth Homil. 25. in 
Chapter of St. Matrhew, * A Mart. pag.178.. 
© perpetual memory, faith he , £47. Sav.. 
*:md thankſziving for a good 

(turn, 1s the bett way that can be found tes 
(ſecure and preferve it to us. And therefore 
* the dreadfull Myfteries , and full of Salvati- 
fon, which we celebrate in every Aſlembly ,. 
t are called the Ercharift : becauſe they are 4 
f commemoration of may benefits, and ſhew forth 
' the principal piece of aivine Providente, ana 
 arſpeſe 11s always to give him thanks: For if tor 
* be born of a Virgin was a great wonder: what 
was it to be crucified, to ſhed his blood: 
*for us, and to give lnnſelf ro us for a Featt 
*and a Spiritual Banquet 2 what ſhall we call. 
* this? where ſhall we place it 2 we can doe” 
"no leſs than give him thanks perpetually. 
"Let this precede both our words and works: 
*and let us give him thanks not onely for our 
"own good things , but for thoſe 'of others. 
* For by this nieans we ſhall deſtroy Envy, 
*and bind Charity faſter ; and make it more 
*genuine, and of a kindly nature. For a 
* man will not be able to envy them any more, 
* for whom he gives thanks unto. his Maſter, 
* And therefore the Prieſt, when this Sacrifice* 
"1s in hand, bids us thank God for the whole: 
* World : for what ts paſt, aud what i preſents.” 
and for thoſe things that are to come, This (ety? 
* us free from the Earth , and tranflates- usto: 
" Heaven : and of Men makes us. Angels. For- 


E.4, * they: 
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© they, making a Choire, gave thanks to God, 
* for the good things he beſtowed on us, ſaying, 
* Glory be to God ini the higbeſt, on Earth peace 
* good will towards len, Thou wilt fay,perhaps, 
* what are they to us? they live not upon the 
* Earth, nor are men like unto our ſelves. Iti; 
*all one for that ; this Ggnifies very much to 
* us. For we are taught hereby to love our fel. 
* low-ſervants, ſo as to account their happinek 
* to be our own- Let us doe fo then ; giving 
* thanks perpetually for our own bleſſings, for 
* others; for little, for great : or rather, there 
*are none little that come from God, And 
* that I may paſs by other things , which ar 
.* more than the ſand for multitude; what is 
* there comparable to this diſpenſation ? For 
*that onely begotten Son of his who was 
* more precious to him than all things beſides, 
* hath he given for us Enemies. And not on 
*ly gp im ; but after that gift, ſet him 
© before us on our Table: doing all thing 
© himfelf for us: both to give, aud then ti 
© make #s 2006 wp for his gifts. For Mankind 
* being. generally ungratefull, he undertake; 
* throughout, and doth all things for us him- 
* ſelf. And what he did for the Tews , patting 
* them in mind of hts benefits from PLACES, 
*41dT TIMES, and FEASTS; that he hath 
' © gone here, from a kind of Sacrifice, caſting m 
* into a perpetual remembrance of the good he 
© bath wrought fs 25 : None labours fo muck 
*that we ſhould be approved, and great, and 
**mgenuous, as God who made us. And there 
tore 
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(Gre he doth us good. oft-times even againſt 
our will: and gives us many good . thingy: 


(which We kno by not. of. ... Wag 
| "I is but reaſon then that whatſoever:2ve ape 
inword or deed, we ſhinid ace all 3p the Name of 
We Lad Feſiu Chriſt ; gizing thanks toGody and 
the Father by him, Coloſ:3-tt which Theodortt re- 
fers to. this buſineſs, e being-thoſe, laith he, 
that required them to worſhip Angels, the Apoſtle 
enjoins the contrary : that they Fowl adorn their” 
words and deeds with the memory of our Alaſter 
Chriſt; and ſend up thanksgivings to Gog-the Fa- 
ther by him ,, aud not by Angets.... 'To him we 
ſhould addreſs all ourServices, in a gratefull re- 
membrance of his love in Jeſus: and,as our Com- 
munion-book excellently expreſſes 1t, we /hould 
give bim ( as moſt bounden ) continual thanks, 
[ubmitting our ſelves. wholly to his buly will and 
pleaſure, and ſtudying to | my in true holt- 
neſs and Arle cy, all the days. of *our life, 
ur eſpecially when we-go to this holy Com- 
munion , we ſhould enter mro bis gates. with 
thankseiving , and into bus courts with praiſe : 
wa ſhould he thankfull unto hinz. and Fo s his 
Name, Saying, * Great 15s the AF 
* Lord, andgreath tobe praiſed:  Plal. 145... 


WO dreary i nnſearchable.. 


Great and marvellous are thy works, O Loy 
* God Almighty,juſt and true are.. : Pu "ey 
* thy ways, thou King of Saints. Revel. 15.3. 
* Who can-utter the mighty afts. + 
* of the Lord? Who can ſhew Pal, 106-% 
| ot 
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go 1K0t, i. We: | Xo - He holdeth our - ſo ſoul Sin 
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v2 Eb | 
ao 4:47 lk The Fe T's rh Al! fleſh, 
; "14515, ©The eves of St wait 01 thee , and 
| 16, or Me" them their meat in du 


ſeaſon: 'Thou aj thine hand, 


of 2, a; G4 3 3. 
\ ed rb oh Joes? nd bed \W5.. . his name 
Un. \T tk give "jp s"anto the 

NO 311104 Tort for þ e ow 1s mer 
23324. * endurerh f for 5 200k ze thad 
' © pt the God 0 Fol 8045s Ihr A Ne mer- 
* oy *endiereth.” of ever, W ed 1s in 
WV "<a lom'eftate ** for his mercy a= an for &- 
"# S Wh ' And hath: redeemed 'us from our Ene 
Mw es: ow by his niexey endureth fo 
"ve 158is; - "tber. praife thee with m) 
"3D 149. 6. * whole heart -: obs hig go praiſe of 
© God ſhall be in'my mouth. 
= Rom... © hath. raiſed up 4 mighty Salvation 
=O. *22, ' for us: and. hath not ſpared hy 
*z c Ows'Son; but. delivered for 
Mp1: Tar all. "tho hath Get PT 
a Beth 3. an eternal Redemption * ana giver 
pA San © 4} all things that pert ain wnto life 
{ © and Sodlireſh, throueh the know- 
*le him mho bath called w 
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'0 my Soul, and all that is within. Pal, 104; 
me Hef eſs his holy Name. Bleſs the. . 1, 8&6: 

od C00; x orget not | 

all hes benefit s, oget all Ht A: 


* pies: and WIA all ge br ox es, Winrede om; 
* meth thy life from deſtruction : and crownet 


"thee with loving kindneſs and ten- 
' der mercies, 1 will praiſe the Ph111.1.. 
( br rt whole "mts. þ in ” 
aſſembly of the « t and in the 
! 0 Yegation, Tk I live will 146-3». 
* orasfe the-Lord : I will [ing prat- 
t les unto my God, while 1 have ay 
' being, fy month all ſpeak th 
© praiſe of ih e Lor at all 
fleſh bleſs his holy ; Ba for ever 
* and Cuere 


Thus I am come to a Concluſion. of the ſe-- 
cond Part of my Diſcourſe, concerning the: 
Nature, End and Ule of this: holy Sacrament. 
The fum. of what hath been faid 18-this.-- It is- 
an holy Feaſt in Commemoration of our Lord: 
Chriſt, þ-axck of his Death, In which-we - 
for our part, make a ſolemn Profeſſion: of his- 
Religion; and tye-our ſelves in the Rrifteſt: 
Covenant to follow him unto-the deathy) and: 
to live in love and chauwty- with.alhowe-Chri- 


145«.21> . 


ſtan Brethren, And-he, tor" bis part,-anakes- 


fu many ren of his dying-love, —_— I 

the continuance of it; giv 

that he. will make us Heits of IE 
, Which were the purchaſe of his- Dor 

broken, 
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 , broken, and Blood ſhed for us. So.that when 
the Miniſter gives the Bread and the Cup to 
us, 'we th think that Chriſt by him gives 
us tokens and affurances of his continued and 
everlaſting love and kindneſs. And when we 
take, eat and drink that which he gives us, we 
thould look upon it, as expreſſing our conſent 
to continue his faithfull won prod in hope of 
that Eternal Life, which God that cannot lye, 
hath. promiſed to us. 

In ſhort, the whole Afton is the renewing 
of x Covenant between. Chriſt and us. He by 
giving, we by receiving, engage our ſelves to per- 
torm our mutual promiſes. He his promiles, of 
giving us pardon, power to doe well, and im- 
mortal bliſs. And we our promites of loving 
Gad with all our heart and foul and ſtrength, 

' and our neighbour as our ſelves. All which we 
are-to reflect upon , with the greateſt love. to 
God and our Saviour; with thankſgiving, ble 
fing and praiſe; and with an humble confidence 
that it ſhall be to us according to his Word. 

To promote which ends I have concluded 

particular Head of this Diſcourſe, with a 
if Meditation., which may be uſed in this 


-._ _ - Manner; ; 
The Fr of them may ſerve to excite ou | 
8. | ions before we go to Church; } 


or; when we have placed our ſelves conve- 

| 4 juſt: before the Communion begin; 
en-while-the company are making their obl 

. © madiatoly. after the Conſecration, while _ 


5D $50 Ot oo UN ' =, «© vo ON 


| His 


Part II, of the holy Communion, 85 


niſter is receiving himſelf, and giving the Com- 
munion to the other Miniſters that may be there 
preſent with him. The other Sx, halfof them 
may be uſed after we have received the Bread ; 
js the other half after we have recaved the 
Cup. Or if any deſire a more compendious 
form of Devotion, wherein to lift up their Souls 
to God immediately after their —_ they 
may reſerve thoſe till they retire from the holy 
Table to their ſeats again: and in this manner 
addreſs themſelves to him juſt after the receiv- 
ing of the Bread, 


Bleſſed be God, even the Father of 2 Cor. 1.3, 
wr Lord" Teſs Chriſt, the Father of 
mercies, and the God of all comfort : whoaccora- 
ing to his abundant mercy, bath be- 


gotten uu again unto a lively hope by 1 Pet. 1.3: 


the Reſurretion of Teſns Chriſt from 

the peu; Who bt hed Fo in Col. 1.22, 
the body of his fleſh through death, to 73: 14+ 

preſent us holy and unblameable and unreproued- 
ble in his ſep: Bleſſed be God who hath aeliver'd 
us from the kingdom of darkneſs, and tranſlated us 
into the bow of his dear Son, In whom we 
have redemption through his blood, even the for- 
giveneſs cf our ſins. ' Thove thee, O Lord, T love 
thee, I devote my ſelf my unfeignedly unto thee, 
I will ever cleave wnto thee, and unto all my bre- 
thren, with ſetled purpoſe of heart : Pſal. 139» 


Search me,O God and know my heart: 24, 24. 


try me, and know my thoughts. See if there be 4- 
uy wicked wa) in me : and lead me in the way e- 
wer. laſt: _ 
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* erlaſting. Teathough I walk through 

Plal. of the wt of the ſhadow oa Zeath 
+ will fear no evil : for thow art with 
me, . Thy power, and thy care of thy flock; the 
| comfort me. Surely goodneſs and mey. 
194. 33» ? all follow me all the days of m 
34 bHife; and I will awell inthe houſe 

the Lord for ever. I will ſing untothe Lord as long 
as Tlive, 1 will ſing praiſe tomy God, while I hav 
my being. 1M meditation of him ſhall be ſweet: 
T will be glad in the Lord, and let all the people 
praiſe thee, O God, let. all the people 

Pial. 67.3- praiſe thee. Othat men would ge 
the Lord for his goodneſs and þ m7 

e children 


107-21,22. wonderfull works to t 


men. Let them ſacrifice the ſacrifices of thanks- 
giving, and declare his works with rejoxcing, For 


his mercifull kindneſi ts ever more 
117-2: and more towards us, and-his truth 
endureth for ever. Prae ye the Lord. 
Or thus: 
Pſ.8. 4,5 Lord, whats man that thou art ( 
minafull of him! or the [on of man 
that'thou thus viſneſf im! Thouhaſt made him a 
bittle lower than the Angels, and. crowned hin 
with glory and with honour, Thox haft given him 
dominion over the works of thy hands, and haſt 
'.. put all things under hi JW, Aany, 
Plak 4%: 5- O Lord my God, are thy wonderfull 
works which thog he done; and thy thought: 
which are to ns-ward, they cannot be reckoned 
up in order wito thee: if I would declare and 
freak of them, they are\more than can be _ 
reds. 


To "IE ' —_ ww ww a IC SS 


ar Lord Jeſns Chriſt, who hath bleſ= 7:8. 
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lyed Sacrifice and offerins thou * 
wouldeft of But 4 os bop they Heb. ro.s. 
ared for thy fon Feſus ; who bath done thy 
wit, O God: and made himſelf an offering for fin ; 
4 made us one body with himſelf. Bleſſing, and 
hanattr, and gry, aud power be unto thee, O Lord 
God Almighty ;, and unto thy Son for ever and ever. 
I offer up my ſelf intirely both Soul and Body, un- 
to thee." I conſecrate my ſelf here 
_ faithfully to thy ſervice, I de. Pal. go. 
light to doe thy will, O my God: yea, *-11- 
Þ Low is within my heart,  With-hold not thy 
render mercies from me, O Lord: let thy loving 
Enaneſ and thy truth continnally pety. can me. 
nite my heart to fear thy name. Fill me with all 
thy falneſs, O Goa: and above all things with fer- 
vent charity. This I pray that my love may abound 
Jet more and more in knowledge, and in all judg- 
ment ; that I tay approve things that are excel- 
lent ; that Imay be ncers and with- _ 
ont offence till the day.of Chriſtz be- Phil. 1- 9, 
ing filled with the fruits of righteous +77 
neſs, which are by Teſs Chriſt unto thy glory and. 


praiſe, I am thine, ſave me. Multip! grACE, EY» 
: (mp 16s VI me unto eternal |; 54 Ew 
uw, 0 God, that giveſt ſtrength and s 


power unto thy people, Bleſſed be God, Pl. 68. uls: 


Immediately after the receiving, of the Cup, 
_ they may lift up their hearts andſay, 


Bleſſed be the God and Father of Epls 3. 
ſed 


A. 
i 
v : 
bk. > 20 "2 
; > 4 , 


_ 
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"ſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenh 


2a © ; - . able riches of Chriſt! in 


things in Chriſt : 1 whom we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveneſs of ſms, accord. 
ing to the riches of his grace, where he hath a. 
| bounded Fowards us in all wiſdom 
Pal 7  . and prudence. O Lord; how mani. 
i *4+ = fold are thy works ! in wiſdom ha 
thou made them all, The Earth is full of t 
riches : and ſo is the great and wide Sea; where 
in are Creatures innumerable, Theſe: wait dll 
wpon thee : that thou mayeſt give thens their meat 
in due ſeaſon, Thou 0 ouef thing haid,. and the) 
are filled with good. But eye hath 
Poor oe ſeen, nor ear heard, neither di 
mY enter into the heart of man, the 
things which thou haſt prepared for them that 


love thee: and haſt now revealed ti 


Eph P 4 thy holy Apoſtles and Prophets by the 


Spirit ; Cr to thy eternal pur- 
poſe in Chriſt Teſus our Lord. Who for us me 
and for our ſalvation, came down from Heaven; 

and was manifeſted in fleſh to de 
1 Joh. 3. 8. ſtroy the works of the devil; and aj 
Rom.4-25- ed for our ſms; roſe again for ou 


Eph. 4.8. juſtification; aſcended up att big) t 
_ 7.25. give gifts unto men 5 = at the 
_ yy right band of God to make interce/- 
Heb. r. ulf. "fron for 14; Angels, authorities and 


> Eph.3.8. 9775, being made ſubjebt unto hin; 


and ſent forth to miniſter for them 


whoſhall be heirs of Satvation. O the _ 


7 art 
hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and 


knoe- 
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knowledge. - I ſubmit my ſelf unto thee, O tho 
Prince of life, and Lord of glory: unto thee 1 
will live henceforth, and not unto my ſelf : andif 
for thee I muſt die, the will of my 

Lord be done. Thy favour is better Plal. 16. 
than life : in thy preſence is ſmlneſs of lt. 

joy, and at thy right hand are plea- 

ures for ever more, Lord, increaſe Luk. 17.5. * 
my faith ; ſtrengthen my hope; raiſe 

my love to 4 greater height; aud make Patience 
to have its perfett work : that I may 

not love my life unto the Death, But Rev. 12. 


the trial of my faith,tho' it be tried by IT, 
fire, may be found unto praiſe, and 1 Pet. 1. 
honour, and glory at thy appearing, 17. 


And © that our hearts may be com- Col. 2. 2. 
forted, being knit tagether in love! Epheſ. 4. 
that we may be ever kind, tender- ult. 
hearted,forgiving one another,as thou, 
0 Goa, for Chri Þ Jake haſt forgiven #s. That ſo, 
Mie pra minds aud affe js we may be ſtill 
praiſing thee, and ſaying, Bleſſed be 
the Lord of heaven =Y earth, who Pal. 72. 
only doth wondrous things, And bleſs 18, 19- 
ſed be his glorious Name for ever, 
and let the whole earth be filled with his glory : 
Amen, anda Amen. : 
Or thus : 
0 the breadth, and length, and depth, Eph-' 3. 
and height ! O the love of Chriſt Te- 18,19. 
ſus our Lord, which paſſes knowledge ! PWL 2. 7, 
who made himſelf of #9 reputation, 8. 
but took upon him the form of a ſer- 


vant . 


—"P 


go The Nature and End Part 1 


vant : and humbling himſelf, became obedien 
wnto death, even the death of the Croſs, for 


miſerable ſinners, Worthy 1s th 

Rev. 5.12. Lamb that was ſlain, to recein 
power, and riches, and wiſdom, an 

Rev. 1.536. ſtrength, and honar, and glory, aud 
bleſſing. For he hath waſhed us fro 

1 Pet. 2.5. ogy ſens in his blood,” and hath mad: 
us Kings and Prieſts unto God ; 1 

offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices acceptable to Ged b 
Chriſt Teſus. Behold, O Lord, an heart that of: 
fers up it ſelf unto thee, in love unfeigned, I 4h- 
ſelutely reſign my will to thy holy will and plea 
fare. Not my will, but thy will be done. Aud 
praiſed be God who hath made a new Covenan 
with #5 in the blood of Feſus : whohath by him te. 
conciled all things to himſelf, both in 

Col. 1.20. heaven and in earth: and hath nm 
mM renewed unto us the aſſurance of hi; 
Phat 75.1. continned love, Unto thee, O God, 
do we give thanks: unto thee ao me 

give thanks : for that thou art near unto us, thy 
wondrows works declare. The Lord 

Pal. 20. remember all our offerings and at- 
3, 4. cept our Sacrifices, Grant us 4t- 
Col:1.9, cording to our hearts defire, and fui- 
10, 11. fil all onr petitions, That we may bt 
filled with the knowledge of his will 

in all wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtanding : and 
may walk worthy of him unto all pleaſing, being 


frunfull in every good work, and increaſing m 
knowledge : ſtrengthened with all might according 
to his glorious power, unto a'l patience and long 


[affer- 
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fu __ jorfmlneſs ; giving thanks conting- 
ally tot 


Father of mercies, who hath made us 
meet to be partakers of the tnneri- 
tance of the Saints in lieht, Now 1 Tim. 1. 
unto the King eternal, immortal, 11- I7. 
viſible, the onely wiſe Goa, be honour 
and glory for ever and ever, And let Pſal, ro. 
all the People [ay, Amen. _ ulr. 

Some perhaps may ſtill dehre a more com- 
pendious ſort of addreſs ro God our Saviour, 
immediately after they have, communicated : 
tor whoſe fake I ſhall add theſe two following, 
As ſoon as the Miniſter hath pronounced thoſe 
words, Feed on hin in thy heart by Faith with 
Thanksgrving, they may &, 

Tbeleve, O bleſſed Feſus, that thou art the Lord 
of Heaven and Earth; the Prince of Life,and the 
King of elory, Imoſt heartily thank thee, that thou 
vel pleaſed to ſtoop ſo low, as towiſit ws poor duſt 
and aſhes, yea, vile and miſerable /mners.. Bleſſed. 
be thy grodne 5 which moved thee to doe agreat aral 
more; to humble thy ſelf tothe death;eventbe death 
of the Croſs, that we might be lifted mp to immor - 
tal ae. [ devote my ſelf everlaſtingly ts thy love 
and obedience. I conſent to all thy holy Goſpel : deſs- 
ring that all the dwellers upon earth would s wh 


ang ſerve thee, Let all Nations come and wor- 


's before thee, Let all generations call thee bleſs 
e 


: and ſhew forth thy dying love, while the Sun 
and Moon endure : tothe glory of God the Father. 
Amen, Amen. 

Atthegiving of the Cup, let them attend to- 


thoſe words : Drink this in remerbrance that 


Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's Blood was ſhed for thee, and be than. 
fall : and fay, 

IT do remember with all thanktulneſs, thy mij 
marvellous love, O my gracious Lord and Sa. 
Our : and the remembrance of it is dearer to m, 
than the poſſeſſion of thouſands of gold and ſalver, | 
will never forget thy mercifull kindneſs, which, 
ſo great towards u4: but be always ſhewive fani 
thy praiſe; and givine thanks to the Father ( 
Mercies, who hath raiſed up ſuch amighty Salu 
tion for us, Bleſſeg, for ever bleſſed be his inco. 
prehenſible love which gave his onely begotten Sn 
to die for us, that we might live through hin! 
Henceforth I will not live to nsy ſelf, but wnto hin 
that aied for me. Behold, ana-accept,” O Goa, m 
heart that entirely vows it ſelf unto thee; and 
lights to doe thy will, Preſerve me unchanged) 
in thy love, and in unfeigned lave to-all my Bre 
thren. Let thy mercy, O Lord, be pox me, accar 


$ * ding as myhope is in thee, Amen, | 


t when you have eaſed your hearts littl 
in theſe expreſſions of Faith, Love and grateful 
remembrance: of our Saviour's' kindnels: you 


HY will (till ind room' for more devout-effulions 


your Souls in ſome holy paſſion or other whik 

ou are at this Feaſt. Either btfore or. after you 

ave been at the Table ofthe Lord (while the 
reſt of the company 1s communicating} ther 
will be time'to entertain yourſelves with ſun- 
dry =_ thoughts and meditations; which | 
ſhall brieſly ſuggeſt unto you in the next part 
of this Treatiſe that now follows. The intent: 
on of which, I told you in the beginning, oo 
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be to-inftruct you in a plain andeafie method, 
how to partake of this holy food with the grea- 
ter fruit and delight alſo. 


bh —_— 


P AR T II. 


Containing a familiar way of diſpoſing our 
ſelves to Communicate with Profit and 
Pleaſure. 


paving ſhewed,you what 1s the Nature and 
L £ Uſe of this Feaft; you will expect, per- 
haps, that I ſhould tell you, who are the per- 
ſons whom: our Lord invites and calls unto it, 
Which is a queſtion ſo eaſie to be reſolved, from 
what hath = {aid, that -I have aſſigned no 
part of this Diſcourſe, for the diſcuſling of it. f 
J0u are baptized into the name of the Lord Feſus, 
and Frith believe his Religion; if you take upon - 
Jour ſelves to make good that Promiſe, Vow and 
Covenant which was made in your name, when you 
were baptized; if you underſtand the ends of this 

Communion ( which I have named ) and are 


willing and deſirous to perform them, if you lie nat 


wider the. Cenſnres of the Charch for any wiolation 
fl thoſe ſacred Vows which you have made to our 
avioxr : You are the perſons whoſe company 
he waits for, and would gladly ſee at his Table. 
Nay, he will take it ill, and accountita neglect 
of him and of your duty, a breach of your pro- 
mile to obey all his holy Commands, if you 
accept not of his kindneſs in wa Fog 
r : 
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thither: becauſe this is one of his Command 
as I have proved, that yu ſhould do this 
remembrance of him. Do not intangle you 
ſelves therefore in endleſs doubts _and {cr 
ples about the qualifications that are: requ. 
red in thoſe that come to this Supper of th 
Lord : but onely examine your hearts by thi 
plain and certain rule. © Do you believe the 
oY of Jeſus Chriſt 'to be the: Truth 
7 2 Do you conſent to be governed 
F his Laws? | Do you remember, and wi 
© you ſtand to the Vow that was made y 
© your, name, when you were pero Ar 
* :you deſirous to renew that Covenant, i 
* th that I have deſcribed'® Do you 
© value his favour and grace declared 'in tis 
_ © precious promiſes above all earthly thingy 
* Would you partake of this holy Communior, 
*, that you may commemorate your Saviour" 
* dying love ? that yo may own” and ac 
* knowledge him to be your Lord, that you 
* may devote and unite your hearts unto him 
© 4n ftricter friendſhip; that you” may bind 
* your ſelf in the bond of Peace to all your 
© brethren; and that you may receive more 
* of his grace and greater afſurance of hi 
* love, as.the moſt invaluable bleffing 2 Then 
© ay aſide. all your fears, and humbly ap: 
© proach unto-him ; to render him the Sacr- 
: 2/O of praiſe and thankſgiving ; and to re 


© ceive freſh tokens and ues of Is un- 
; > = nave good-will and affections to you, 
I ſhalt make no more words of this ug” 

RAY ut 
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but onely add, that you may know ſufficient- 
ly by the invitation which the Miniſter makes 
to you at the Communion , in Chriſt's name 
(according to the order. of our Church ) who 
are perſons qualified for this Feaſt. . And it 
is expreſſed in ſuch plain and pregnant words, 
AoTocer cannot be deviſed for your diweCtion 
and ſatisfaction. They are theſe : 

Te that do truly and earneſtly repent you of your 
ſins, aud are in love and charity with your neigh- 
bours; and intend to lead a new life, following 
the Commandments of God, and walking from 
henceforth in h1s holy ways : draw near with faith, 
and take thrs holy Sacrament to your comfort. 

Which that you may be able to doe, I ſhall 
now proceed (according to the method I have 

ed) in my endeavours to put you 
into ſuch a temper of mind, when you are at 
this holy Sacrament; that you may perform 
all that which hath been faid , with more eaſe 
and edification alſo to your ſelves. And that I 
may the better raiſe thoſe affections m you, 
which are ſuitable to this ation ; it will not be 
amiſs to remember you a little of the excel 
lency and dignity of the Feaſt to which you 
are invited, 

To make a true Feaſt, theſe four things (in 
the opinion of the molt learned of all the anci- 
ent Romans) muſt conſpire 
and meet together. Choſen and 


— 
-- = 


Varro, lefu 
wviris ; leo Io- 


ſeleft perſons, 4*thoice and aeli- co; leffo tens. 
licate place; a choice time and pore ; leffo aps 
ſeaſon, and choice proviſion; paratu. 

| ProPpor- 
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Lats mapa fable to the quality both of him thy 
anakes it, and of thoſe that are invited to i 
Now in all theſe regards, if we reflett a whik 
on them , this Su = of the Lord which 
makes for us, will found to be incompar. 
bly beyond the nobleſt entertainment whid 
the world ever faw. 


"For as concerning the perſons that here mez 
wether, they are our bleſſed Lord, the Maſks 
of the Feaſt, and thoſe that believe on his Name: 
- to whom he hath gives the right, or privileve, i 
become the Sons 'of-God, Joh. 1.12, A com 

ny .of Souls that are larger than the world; 
Heirs of a Kingdom; rich in Faith; as full 
they can hold of love and charity coward 
each other and towards all men, So that ther 
cannot be either more honourable or more (wett 


ſociety found under Heaven. 


; + Then for the place, you ſee it is prepared in 
the Houſe of God : where we give wnto th 
Lord the glory due unto his name z and ſhew foril 
his ſalvation from day to day: where we pay on 
vows unto him in the preſence of all his people; ani 


make 4 joyfwull noiſe unto him by ſinging of his pra 


ſes: 'where the Angels(as I may fay)are waiters 
and the Heavenly Hoſt are glad toattend upon 
+ - © us: acccording to thoſe words of the A 
*"-, (an that very chapter where he treats of the & 
crament, 1 Cor. 11, 10. the Womun ought to hait 
4 covering on her head becauſe of the Angels. 


As 
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As for the time, you ſee likewiſe it 1s com« 
monly the Zord's day: on the day. when he roſe 
from the dead, when he tranipled under his 
feet the great enemy -of mankmd ;\when- the 
angel not 1o gliſtering as. he, brought news 

he had accomplithed our redemption; 
when the Hoſt of Heaven was'at a gaze toſee 
mortal man made immortal, and reſtored to 
the ſtate of Paradiſe again ; when we have no- 
thing elſe to doe but to reſt and rejoycez; to ro 
dare the works of the Lord; to give ets to his 
of 2 name; and triumph in tis praiſe. 


1 And laſtly, for the . provifion-it els; I have 
of told you already -what: it is : the Body and 
4 Blood of the Lord of Life; Bread that axaell 
a: © Angels food :.a Cup of bleſſing, of which 
«ff thoſe Sons of glory never -taſted»/; To. theſe 

our Lord. calls; nay, beſeeches and ihtredts us 

to come, that we. may-feaſt; our (elves. on. his 
MM Sacrifice of himſelf; and be filled with his love, 
and fatisfie qur {elves with his } joys and everla(t- 
ramen. 


" ow what foul is there that can be will ne 
) loſe. his _ſhars, in ſuch Divine | food 2 tha! 
= would/ be, ſhut out, from ſuch ſociety” or-abs, 

pil 1: m-fuch a place; or defire ' to {fjend*his! : 
day beter than, in near communion with our; «2 
ara? Either men do not believe Shel things; ? 
&.on.them, and lay "them 


to, x otherwiſe, ther. 4 ho 
" I Bog of will ll be mgveq 0; Fl 


make 
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make one at this holy Feaſt. But then, as you 
cannot chuſe, Þ ey ſeriouſly conſider, bu 
judge it v firable to be admitted to it: 
Scand but think in what manner it be 
«comes you'ro be adorned, and how you ſhoiilf 
behave your ſelves irv{b preat a prefence. If: 
mean Subjett ſhould receive a meſfage fron 
His Pririce to 'come and bear him company 
at his. own- Table; would he'not wonder and 
be aftoniſht arthe favour? would it not bulx 
every t t in his heart to know the cauſe? 
and would he not lay fide all other employ. 
- ment, that he. might prepare himſelf to ap 
pear there after a t and feerfily faſhion! 
He Tould not be f ftupid 'as not to ftudy t 
form himſelf to 4 comely behaviour:-and t 
learn ©to- corpport hi with all the rev. 
rence afid fear, the Caution and Circutnſpe® 
on, [that his Soul could poſſiblybe-maſter 
No marvel then if we'ſfee. good Chriftians 
ctifious 'and exact, fo diligent atid Yaboriow, 
to underſtand the meaning of our'Lord in ths 
invitation; to dreſs up their Souls-m the be 
er.they are able when they go. to bs 

and to fate their behaviour” to the 
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at this Feaſt; I ſhall ſpend a few pages of this 
Book; ity direfting them how to demean them- 
(ves before him, and difpoſe their hearts to 
- > Morin fweet and fruitfull communion 
neg | | 


IN | 


And'that I may make my Diſcourſe more 
eafie and affetionate withall ; I ſhall rake the 
ſe of it from one of thoſe things jult now 
named. Much of the contentment of a true 
, conſiſts in apt and good Diſcourſe ; ac- 
tording to the old faying,” 4 | 
Supper without 45ſcorr(e, a * Atlmpy'g. 
Tib, and not a Table *. And vu Ayu gair- 
therefore the old Roman, I ns PlTroy. 
mentioned, gives this deſeri 
tion of the choſen perſons, of whom he would 
bave his Gueſts: conſiſt ; that they ſhould be 
fach as know how to ſpeakin'a decent man- 
ner; and are neither ralkative, 
mr altogether dumb'\. Our { Nec loquazes 
Lord then making a Feaſt here " eco wp nn at 
for us, and preſenting himſelf * 
unto us in this broken Bread, and Wine 
red, forth: we are not to lgok on dls an 
dumb figns ; but as things that ſpeak moſt 
renfcuntl and diſtinctly to us. Though we 
ar never a word with our 'Ears, yer our 
minds are to conceive, when Chriſt crucifed 
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$ ſet thus before our Eyes, "that "we hear 

0 flim diſcourfing to us of his Love: of tlie ends 

a of his death: of all the = bleſſings that he 
2 


of all thoſe things 


whic 


tath 10 anda 
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which he juſtly e from them” that prot 
themſelves tvs Diſciples. And accordingly it 

mes us to make. ſuch replies unto him, 

| and "1p anſwer; * at Hong fuch ex 


of our w that 
we ' underſtand, — a very wih-ar le what he 
lays unto us. Of both theſe I ng ns a lit. 
tle, leaving it to every Man's own devotion to 
enlarge them, as he (ces KR =/ in his private. 
Meditations, 


I. Fir -_ when, you ſee theſe Symbok 

FC Body and Blood, think that you 
behold the Crucified Jeſus repreſented to you; 
that you ſtand in his fight, and: are in hi 
Company, yea, and hear him ſpeaking grac- 
to you, and calling you. by the name o 

s choſen Gueſts, his dear Friends.; And bs 
&-Brethren, into what a trance. would it 
'you, if you really ſaw the Lord. of Lik 
and'Glory, and heard him- thus faluting you! 
How ready would you beto fall into a ſwoon 
of loye and joy, at the very mention. of thele 
few words, 44y Brethren? And yet for ſuch he 


_ us, ſaying, / will declare thy name 4 
en, Heb- 2,12. And fo] he called 


| es after he roſe from the dead, ſaying, 6 
tell my Brethren that I go into G alilee, and ther 
So for me Matt. 28. 10. Andag ain, Go ti 

wt 1b nd por them, I aſcend tom 
We ug tomy God and your G6 
gp” 20;17- goth we may well conceive that 1 


My 


2 ſh ers of grace he receives us at Ws boy 
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Fatt and" make account we hear him ſay ; 
©'My: Brethren, 1 ent my Minifters rocall you 
©to my” Houſe, and bid -you'-ro my Table; 
© which'here you ſee ſpread for you. - Its well 
* done that you are come; and Frake it kind- 
©ly,to ſee you here: The reaſon-of my-1mv1- 
©tation'is, 'that i may remember you of my 
love; and that” you may ſhew 'yonr felves 


- Omy Friends, by a joyfult: Commemoration 


© thereof,” I have no other end. in ſending 
© for you, but to make you more ſenſible of 
your happmeſs; and to lay. obligatwns on 
you, by doing: my Will, to continue in it, 
"and likewiſe" ro impart unto: you. new- to- 
* kens of my love: the'very- greatelt pledges 
®that I can beftow'on you, to afjure you that 
©F will be your- eternal Friend. You mav. 
think'perhaps, that this is but a little Bread 
"hd Wine which here you fee before you 
Vahdthar it 1s but poor chear- which-I have 
© provided for you; but: opeth the eyes-of 
"your mind; remember: and» believe | what 
"PF have taught you : and you will ſee that 
© this is my Body which was |broken for-you, 
and this is my Blood which-was ſhed- for 
you: and on theſe I would now: have: yout 
* feaſt together. Behold here, how the Spear 
prerced" my Side» See the: hole which was 
\ miade 'by the Lance: when' it ran ;to-my 
very Heart. Do you not diſcern how my 
* Hands were wounded; how ' my Feet were 
© bored; when I was: nailed tb the Croſs: for 


© you? How deſpitefull was I uſed ! how 


F 3 * cruelly 


as ds ak 7 
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* xrvelly; was I m and-;:tormented! 


befides all the mockeries' and abuſes, the 


. © ſhame and reproach, the Agony and bloody 


* Sweat which I endured to doe you ſervice, 
© Did I not love you; think you, when I ſuf. 
* fered thus for you 2 Can chuſe but 
* read the greatnels of my jon, which 
* is writ 1h my [moſt precious: Blood ? Ca 
* you doubt that you are dear unto me, 
* whom I have purchaſed at ſo high a rate? 
* Let theſe Wounds ſpeak for me, and tell 
* you what a paſſion 1 was 1n for your lake 
* Look into:them, and ſee -what a vehement 
* defire I had--to' accompliſh your. Salvation 


"What ſorrow was: there ever like -unto my 


_—_ Xo 
WA - 


* ſorrow ? or what love was there eyer like 
* unto” my love? This broken Bread, .and 
© this Wine poured out, tells you: that I hae 
* died once tar you already ;and. am: nov 
+ conie- by giving them 40 you to; Jet s 
* that Ido not. repent mie of it ; [ 
© if -it were needfull, I would die for you the 
* fecond time. What greater aſſurance can your 
- with of|\my love, than this which I now 


jo 15. 
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C Father's Commanament, and abide in his Love- 
© This 3s the token I would have of your kind-- 
4 nels 9] me. 7e are my friends, if ye ave what- 
fever [command you, Nothung elledo I re- 
* queſt of you, but that you would not hurt 
your {elves by ſining againſt my love : that 
you would henceforth live unto me, who- 
t died for you- Come, I befeech you now, 
'and-aflore me, that you love me, Renew 
© your Covenant of triendſhip with me, by 
+ taking, cating and drinking this that I give 
* you; phght me your Faith that you will 
© be ever true unto me, And then I will be 
© ybur ſecurity again{t the Curie, and the con- 
©demnation which you dread; I will under- 
{take for you, that ail your ſins ſhail be par- 
© doned; Nay, I will preſent you fair and 
| full before my Father, as-1f you had 
been always innocent. Take my word for 
it, that I will deliver you: from tlie wrath 
*to come, and give: you: the bleſſing of eter- 
*nal life, If you doubt at all- of it; come 
©hicher, take this Bread and drink this Cup: 
* 2x ſare as you now receive theſe, your 

—_ be _— er never —_— 
*:11 the great | ent. By to- 
+kens'Þ give you an \hna..r rage Death and: 
* Sufterings. I oblige my ſelf by "theſe fen- 
* fible ſigns-to 0 all- my Promiſes../1 
©ſeal to you that gracious Covenants which 
was made in my blood. As certainly. as 1 
died, I aflure you that-you: ſhball' live tar 
© ever. Onely, as I faid, do-not-deny/me 
Eds 1] E 4. © your 


| % , | 
" "* UiG4 te"; II. And 
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*' your hearty love. Grant ' me this ſmall r« 
4 __ to correſpond with me in ſincere af 
© tection. And by eating 'and drinking here 
* at my Table, tie your felves to be my faith- 
* full ſervants, Then allow you to begin now 
© the. Joys of Heaven. Nay, I require you to 
© rejoice in my Salvation 3 to comfort your 
© ſelves in my Promiſes ; to ſolace your ſoul; 
* in the hope of my Glory ; and -to fing th: 
*-Song of Angels, which ſhall end and bc 
* completed in eternal Hallelujahs. Praiſe ): 
© the Lord. 


It is no dream and mere imagination, I af 
{ure you, Chriſtian Readers, no vain fancy that 
you entertain your ſelves withall ; if you con- 
ceive our Lord thus — to you at his 
Table. _ For all this is, in eflect, pronounced 
by | the Bread and Wine, which repreſent: his 
_n___ Body and Blood,» When*they art 

en and'- poured: out»:before - your Eyes, 
and offered to..you to eat and drink-in com- 
memoration of his. Death; -they-repbrt unts 
you his' great love, and declare"the- Agonis 
and. Pains which he endured; and-give you 
thority fromhim.that he will 


hearts and raiſe you, 
opinion, than by expounding their meaning to 
your-ſelves, and thinking you hear him ' utter 
ng by them ſuch! words unto you; as I have 
-now'mentioned-! ,-*. -- > L 


” 
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HY. And will it be poflible then that you 
i M ſhould be.altogether filent, and aufwer never 

+word/'unto him? Can;:you. findinothing/to 
1. MW teturn-to fo kind and gracious a:Dedaration 
of:the bowels ot -his Mercy towards! you 2: 'Qr 


, will -it-be hard to; tell: him. your heart, who 
r M hath fo fredy-opened his unto you? No:man 


; W Gre.can be; mute, unleſs he be:aftoriſht:and 
i: fituek.dumb at the power and mightineſs'of 
x M his: incomprehenſtble; Charity, --Fhis; may:1n- 
deed-quitly; ftrike us all with-the greatett ad- 
miration, and: hold us a while 1n wondrig 
thoughts;. that we ſhould. be. thus beloved'of 
God. it: will well bechme us #0 be amazed 
and-loſt in our thovghts; £0 beunable to doe 
any: thing-at 4he firſt hearing of all theſe things, 
but onely-marvel:thatihe ſhawld-be fo kind-to 
ſuch wrerehed finners, -- We cannot! begin this 
aGhon better than in a ſoul full of thoughts 
not-to-be:exprefied ; in. a. lent Admiration 
that the God of Heaven ſhould thus graciouſly 
whtius; maniteiting kirnſelt;in our Beth; g1- 
wing his Son. to die | tor us,7and; znventing: {0 
many ways to-make- us reſt afſured of - bis Jove 
towards us- | dy rhvr ee 

Bue when you have recovezed your {elves out 

this paſhon; how menycother ſhail-you. teel 

rugiing.in your Souls, which fballfirſt prefent 
thefnſelyes unto hun? Do but, ſtay-andyauſek 
while aipani every. .part, oft] 103 words, 
nou. allot all ſorts. of reſentipents ih 
Your heart: which you maycaſtainth-thigarder 
and thus addres your Reply; unto him.4;;1i; * 
F 5 1. You. 
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F. De apiy' very much afluarhed that 


Rod great erouble, and 
;/ Firlt to die, and 


full or 
an ge unto us? 1 am 
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"yetous man to an heap of gold: yer (fill we 
got remember that we are but beggars, ahd. 


"our. Lord fay to us.as Daviato Mephibs 
T0086. 7.) Thow ſhalt eat bregd "at my. 


©2008 fay as he rhere 864: het i thy ſorueyr. 
"ther then Pale Rok. apo heb 2 Be. 
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© one of thoſe that have —_—_— all _ care 
% ind pain'; this agony and paſlion ; this wear 
* and Ni blood, 1 figh to remember the ma- 
* ny groans, which we have made thy heart 
l ite withall. It wounds my ears to hearthole - 
* words, 245 God, Ay God, why haſt thowfor- 
* ſaken me. 1 am ready to ask thy pardon, 
eyen' that thou art come, at ſuch a- rate to 
* pardon us. It 'is' too much, too much, bur 
©'that thou art love it (elf, to ſpend all this 
love and kindneſs upon fuch mfenfible and 
© ungratefull finners; 


This having begun to make your addeedies 
to him, you may proceed inthe ſecond place, 


2, Humbly to acknowledge your iniwvor- 
thine(s to be Gueſts to fo great a'perſon as. 
he is. , Though we (cannot, # we 

the natvure of this Feaſt, but come with as 
thirſty a defire to it, as the chaſed Hart®to 
the We of water ; with as mngry an Ap- 
prtite as a poor 'mait to a*fll Tab 


©; OrA.co- 


e defires muſt be temper'd with much mb- 
ty, lowlinels and humility of Spirit; Tho 


Hy: * Thou ſhalt always feaſt wit 
W Yocomes bs to. tow ben bebÞ 
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« 4s Jouet 1t 15 t00: high a favour to, ſup with 
+ thee: fince I am/not worthy/to-pick up the 
© Crams that-fall from thy Table. The | leaſt 

- of thy common mercies is too good tor 
me ; Hy ſhall I dare to approach to this 

* fulne(s of heavenly bleſſings to which thoy 

+ Ipvzeltme? Ehave fined, I have ſinned; and 

* tm. not'-worthy to be called thy Son, or to 

PMPany, in,my very. belt attire I 

> that I-am/aſhamed to ſec my 
It; en: how ſhall I appear before 

* thee?-O my Lord, I come mere i=." If in obe- 
oa to thy call.” NM, Gay _ pave bots 
{APPear. mt ence, ut that thou 
San gs {ut afraid to be ſecn in 

; condition, | but a4 I was more afraid not 
'at-all. My comfort is, that 

© thou.-wilt not be angry with us when we 


F 
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L446 obey. thee; not be offended that we ſhew our 


+; Sihyes ay to execute thy Conugpde. And 
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You may call, to MI 3. thoſe ſins 
| 'are the cauſes of your fear, and brought 
our Saviour . to his Crols.'. Excite in your 
an, untejgned forrow and grief that he 
ſo. affronted and wrong'd by :: 
world. Declare freely - the, ic 

your he to him, and let him knoz op 
_kymble. enuous C0 n how the 

ſt = apheny you... Say to him, * rs Lond 


| ORs "thou bo t call-to- mind;,by this remem- 
ot ee of oh, dying for us, the foulneſs any 
| : ” | © po ul 
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© pollution of all mankind, Al our-iniquities 
© {tare me an 'the face, as the people gazed and 
6 on thee, 1 ſee our-deformitixs; by tee- 
© ing thee thus vilely and any Kg uſed. Ir 
© was. our covetoutneſs that {tript thee naked. 
* Qur pride that crown'd thee with thorns. 
© Qur-intemperance that gave thee-gall-and' vi- 
© negar to drink. Our contempt of Religion 
© that put upon thee all thoſe ſcotls and taunts. 
* Qurcoldneſs indevorion, | which put thee. into 
* that agony and ſweat. Qur want of love to 
* God, that made thee hated and rejected of 
© men» Iſceas in a glaſs, now thatI look upon 


'* thy Blood , the abominable Rate: of ſinfull 


* men.;. which never fecmed. (o. foul 'as. now. 
© 'How:ſhall one of that wicked racebe bold'to 
* look upunto thee; pocully {nce thatI bave 
j O_- love, I x9 little. valued-it ; 
” and-{linned even againt{t -thy. + 

* precious Blood? Canft thou ,;; Ly aide 


( % 4% 
endure-to enter wee Zuni be Your” pikr- 
; with ſuch a foul” as: pn van, 


* this, that here preſents. ſelf \; 


*. unto thee 2. May L hope to be " 


© admitted into thy holy. fellowſhip and to 


* dwell with thee? I abhorr, I loath, I am weas 


* ry. off my ſelf : defiring nothing more than 


* to-be. made like to thee; 1n, purity and. holi- 


c nels, in;truth and juſtice, 1n-love and charity, 


in lowhnefs and humility, | in meekneſs-and 
* patience, 1n compaſſion and forgiveneſs , in 
* entire re{ignation to the. will of God... From 
hence, | 
oe P IO. 
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nothing can' ſo effettually demonſtrate to b; 
odious and mtolerable as this : that it hath 
made the nature of man capable to a&t ſuch x 


& ll mar he moſ im after a moſt ſhame. 


moſt innocent and harmleſs, 
and kind, the moſt ob 
* e Perſon \that''ever was 
Kpng « your ad tohim, and repreſent 
your deteſtation of that covetouſnels 
and worldly mindednefs, that pride and vain- 
glory, thi enbicin and love of the praiſe of 
men , that envy and if{-will , that wrath and 
birterneſs.of Spirit , that kypocriſie and partia- 
tp; which betrayed and hin-the Prince 
life. oy ay coach you abhorr theſe 


and all that is el on, {tu Aen 

= gee. '< Deſtroy, may you 
Y, all theſe thine Enemies, and root them 
pray br 


* be ſhm by thine hand, ay they are too 
* Rirong for mine- If there be. any life re- 
* mamning in them; O that they may be quite 
. —_— and never able to ſtir any" more, 
* They are offenſive to me, as welf as unto 
* thee. Would I t never ſeethem more, 
* but crucified and dead. Would I t ne- 
© ver behold them, unleſs it be in thy 
* blood. And then, 


5, Excite 


- —_ — —_— © -- Lang A 0 as a a — | a. <Q - 


Pate HI. '-2be holy Communion. \ 111 


15; Excite in -your\heart rhe magliteft ſenſe 
- yt input 3p ger. 
ten; { here iris more to be'pon- 
dered and affectionately 2s arr hee? + You 
may ſay to him; * O-my Lord, what manner 
{ of Love is this, wherewith thou haſt loved 
© us:3/that we ſhould be called the Sons of 
© God! How great was thy goodneſs which 
* brought thee down from Heaven; and made 
© thee-one of us | and was'it not enough that 
* thou ſhouldft come to dwell among us in the 
* likeneſs of (infull fleſh : but thou would al- 
folay down thy hfe for us? Would nothing 
* ſexve to reſtifie the height of thy aftettion ro 
*/vs: unleſs thou ſuffered(t the death of the 
*:Grob:to redeem us 2 'O'Love ! O the infinite 
* iniches of thy/Grace! For a friend one might 
# be:content to die : but what ſhould make 
* thee {© in love with enemies, with the ve- 
* ry worltiof enemies, with Idolaters; with 
*-us Gentiles who were without God in the 
World > Yea, with us; who now that we 
*krnow the greatneſs of thy love, have 1o lit- 
* rlebrno love to thee? What am 1, O Lord, 
* that thou ſhouldit command me to love 
* thee? Nay, ſhouldſt take fuch a courſe to 
* deſerve my love? What am I to thee, that 
* thou (houldſt fo much defire me> and now 
thus graciouſly vifie-me, and-come to enter- 
5 tain'tne! 'What wade thee being in Heaven 
* with them, who know ſo well how to love 
* and forve thee; deſcend to us who know {o 
* 1 how-to doe cither 2 — 
* fatishe 


Io 713) Themes fete Puri 


-hts of thee and of thy love? Is it poſſible 
that u ſhouldſt (hill continue tt tb tuch 11k 
natur'dand ag Toe Yan Artthou {bil 

+ * defirons of our friendſhip? and come to give 
. ; us new. affurances of thy by making us 
4 


— lood? Q-how 


precious are th [phovphn gage? How:egrcat 
is the _ I can doe no.leſs, mol} 
E bleſſed -Saviour\, IT my Soul mk open 
* to thee; ns * ACCC art thy kindneſs with the 


+ moſt enlar wn of-m 4a ot How 
| PALS Sato ey | 


O that a image 0 _ 10 
* divine vertues,, may be formed in me z a 
$+be ever. deater to me than life tfelf!--:that / 

*. may live. wo longer, 64 thow;; Ot Jeſus, 
- © maieft hve inme+. And EA 

* tine 78 the fleſh, 1104) live & (hour 
" *'the San bf Goa: who love jm gave} 
G; pe 1or oe Gal..2. 20. 


EO 16. F cling. the fawss 21 

; *'* heart, i it will be a fir time. to offer;up;your (clf 
© entirely-in the greateſt devotion. ta hig)Service. 
Pray: him to acceptiof a poor Sactifice. naw at 
.your hands. Though it be worth-norhinz at 
all; yetentreat, him to-receive it; fince i is 


the oblation+6f the heartielt atleGtion- to lum. 
Say 


vow 1. 


[ 


_ — —_ — 
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S$ay'to him, © O ſiveet Saviour, 
FF have known and believed the 1 Joh. 4. 16. 
thbye that thox haſt to us. I ſee 
{ here the exceſſive greatneſs of thy dying love. 
No heart is able to hide it (elf from the'heat 
thereof. One cannot come nearit, and not 
©be:made like the whole burnt-offerings to 
the'Lord: ' Never was any thing bought fo 
Fdearly as this finfull Soul. Never was fo great 
Faiprice paid for' any Creature , as thou haſt 
laid down for my fake. If I were as big as 
* the higheſt Angel, I ſhould beran oblation too 
{little for thee. The flames of thoſe heavenly 
* fires are not ſtrong enough wherewith to of- 
*fer to thee. Burt that I may be juſt (for it is 
tnomore)-I humbly lay my felt here at thy 
Altar ; and prefent thee with all 1 have, TI 
* facrifice Soul 'and\\Body,, withont" any te- 
ſerves, to:thy holy will and pleaſure : though 
*I muſt be beholden to thy great love, and not 
my own,” to procure acceprance for me.” I 
know: how: vile and unworthy I am; that 
{thou ſhould(t' have -any-reſpe&t to my obla- 
*tion;/ All that I can fay; 1s, that I offer my 
*ſelf for this end, that I may be made better : 
*and fo have every day more and more to re- 
* turn-unto thee. | 


7. For that purpoſe ingage your ſelves 1n 4 
Covenant to him, that you will never rob-him 


any more of that, which you- have (o ſelmnly 


ered to him. - © I look, Q Lord, (may you 


*Gy)) upon my ſelf, as an holy and devoted 
19 Ive : thing. 
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© thing- I have conſecrated my If tothy fervi 
Y and fo I will ever remain. Nev will I bef 
* facrilegious as to employ my ſelf to any othe 
* uſes, bur only thine. Thou haſt been pleaſe! 
© to make'me thy Temple: and therefore I wil 
* not willingly {uffer thy holy place to be de. 
* led. Jam fealed to thy ſelf; and have thy mart 
* upon me. I will never conſent my foul ſhoull 
* be broken up by. any temptation , and ſtol 
© away from thee. I promiſe thee my faithful 
* Obedience. I bind my ſelf by theſe preſents in 
* a firm and everlaſting tye of duty to thee. ! 
| * am not my own: but bou 
1 Cor. 6, 20. © with a price, Therefore will | 
; Gi * glorifie God 1 w__ and in 
"” { vrit,, which are God's. 7 will love the 
* Loxd myGod with all my mind, and with all 
* heapt, and with all my ſoul, and bop fr 
: nd my Neighbour as my ſelf. then, | 


: $. Humbly beg leave of him, that you may 
believe in his Name for the remiſſion of fin, 
Continue to fay to him : * Since thou hafth 
* graciouſly died for me; ſince thou haſt inv- 
* red me hither to a. wy 1 thy'death and (uf 
*ferings to me, and affure me.of thy love; 
* fince thou haſt bidden me to cormmemorateit 
* *af this holy Feaſt ; be not angry if T call the: 
* my Lord and God, Suffer re to claim anin- 
"tereſt in the Merits of thy precious Blood, 
* which was ſhed to be a propitiation for the 


© fins'of the whole world. Look on 'me, ON 
* thou that fitteſt at rhe right hand of God, 


© with 
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© with the favour thou beareſt to thy people. 
oth powerfull interceffion with my hum- 
"ſuits to 


It 


the Father of mercies, that for thy 
take I may be accepted with him. I believe 
' 1how appear in the preſence of God for ws.: 
* and, as we {hew forth thy Sacrifice of thy ſelf 
there on-carth', prefenteſt it in the moſt high 
2nd holy place, before the Mercy-ſcat. Bleſs 
"me, O Lord, from that Throne gf thy Glory : 
Fand raiſe up ſuch. a holy hope in thee; as it I 
"heard that voice ſounding from thence, 1 am 
thy Salvation, And here, 


9. Beg of him his mighty Grace to confirm 
you in your refolution: that fo you-may alway 
maintain in your Soul this kope of his pardon- 
Ing Love, * Since thou, O Lord : ("may you 


tlay:to him ). art fo forward to doe us , 
(ho beſtow thy bleſſings unasked, to oy So 
{When we delwed ir nor, ro inſtirure this 
Feaſt which we never exredtrd, to and ray 
"Mwuters to- call us. to. it let 1hs take the 
now to ask Ginetting thee. O do 
er er E A ns 
grace. e not m 
*Me: but let it be my con ky 4:44 
*my-Guide, my Helper, my Comforter for e- 
*Ver.;- 1s 1t not the purchaſe of thy blood? Is 
*it- not thy own- promiſe 2 Haſt thou not. ce- 
* ceiveditof the Father 2 And art thou not pol- 
*[efſedof it, and of glory and power robelion 
onus? Thou thy elf haſt told 
"us that it. /ha/l be given to thoſe Luke 14. 
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244. >, » © that achit: and that becauſe rhu 
Joh. 14.19, © iveſft , we ſhall live alſo. O & 
- © not loſe what thou haſt done al. 
| * ready , for want of doing ſome. 
Pl. 138.8. © thing more. Perfett that whit 
*concerneth me : and forſake nn 
119.117. * the work*of thy own s.. "Hol 
© me up, and 1 ſhall be ſafe : ni 
| * 7 will have reſpett to thy ſta 
133. *tates continually, Oraer my ſits 
© in thy word : and let not any int 
58. * quity have dominion over me. | 
* entreat thy favour with my wholc 
© heart; be mercifmll unto mc ac- 

* cording to thy word. 


10. Now becauſe there muſt alway he 
- - ſome mirth and; joy at a Feaſt :'. conclude al 
in Cure to' our Lord, and rejoice in his ho- 
We ame,., As he faid to his Diſciples when 
he waſhed their Feet (Job. 13. i ſo- think 
you hear bim ing to you now, Know mu 
what Thave done to your ? Are you ſenſible what 

ce It. is that I have beſlowed on you? 


, you know what I did: for you upon the 
Gro? pc pr I have done unto you at my 
Table? * O, dear Lotd, thar'a Man could 
*-bur underſtand and conceive what thou: haſt 
*-done for us ! It: would meltanddilfolve our 
* hearts : and make them burſt out into the 
* higheſt expreſſions of joy and gladnefs. All 
* that 1s within us would Les ed up to blels 
* thy holy Name. We'ſhould' be fll'd with 

5 triumph 


” 
” 
: 
* | 
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bu I © tcium h and exultation of fpirit in thy love: 

4 4 ho very farthermoſt parts of our. Soul 
al. ould feel, that ir is a moſt bleſſed thing to 


'by thy ſervants. All the Muſick, and 


by «and Melody, that the Feaſts of ſenſual mien are 
«; | attended withall, are not worthy to be named 
1, with thejoysof thoſe that fin continually,and 
» 8 fay; Bleſſed be the Lord our God for 

= ever: blefſedbethy "ener Name, Neh.g. 5.066. 
” w_—_ Fs TN above all bleſſing 


praiſe. Thou, even thon, art Lord aloue, thoy 
} bp heft mak Heaven, the Heaven o Heavens, with 
heir Hoſt, the Earth and al things that ave 
mir fy Seas rp - in them; andthou 
eſerveſt all, "and the Hoſt of Hea- 
i wor ippeth thee, Thom art the _ 9 > 4 
Lora, the God and Father of Teſts 
Ori who haſt choſen 114 in him before the foun- 
Ain the world : and redeemed usbyhisBlood; 
ws from the dead, and given him glory, 
that onr faith and hope might be in thee our God. 
Thine, O bleſſed Feſus, is the great- Ch 
nſrgand the power, and the glory,and * 29-11. 
thevittory, and the majeſty; for all that 1s i the 
Heguer and in the Earth is thine; thine ts the 
dom,O Lord, and thou art exalted as head a- 
bove all. Is thy hand is power and might, and in 
thy hand it is to make great, and to give ſftreng th 
to ſeper _— therefore,our G 2d, we olllnt thee, and 
glorions Name, We 
bf! the Lord from this Pla 115.wlt. 
rg yh and for evermore. 


Tea, bleſs the Lord ye his Angels that excell in 
ſtrength 
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frength, that doe bis Commandments, hearkni 
ro * worce of his Word. Bleſs ye the Lord, pr 
16: he-Hoſts, ye Adiniſters of bis that doe hy 

aſure. 'Ble s the Lord, all his, works in all pls 

ces. of his dominion: bleſs the Lord, O my Soul. 

ib if we did evovare with him; and ſuc 

' COMMUNICATION | rween 
Soehefi 


id ſecretly re- 
tire anto him in our own heart, as into his ho- 
ly Temple : and there call to mind; what le 
bathdone unto us,commemorate hislove,,oaus 
rain,our acquaintance,. preſerve our triendſhi 
and renew to him our yows; that b 
theſe ways we may prepare our ſelves for lus 
fellowſhip and. ſocety in the eternal world, 


It may happen indeed that there may be but 
a few Communicants at the Table of the Lord: 
or oh p< er have timeghere to: doe all 
this. In which cal, co pa uſe onely ſome 


of it; or thus in open your heart to 
nn when you ſee how he tus love to 

you. 
AHdwed be thy condeſcending love, O merciful 
Sawrent, to thine unworthy ſervant, who bluſhes 
to 


in remembrance of him ; we ſho 
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os 4 wp his eyes towards thee, even when thay 
[} me wnto thee, For , beſides my other 


gwiltineſs, this moſt gracious repreſentation which 


wow thox makeſt of thy ſelf to me, doth but little 
mie my Gallen) afein to loue and re-. 
nee in thee: I am heartily aſhamed of my ſelf : 
1 defire and reſolve to become better, a 
here 1 proſtrate my ſelf before thee, as an humble 
werſhipper of thee ; preſenting thee with 4 poor 
oblation of my ſoul and body, which 1 dedicate a- 
gain with the moſt _ L affeftion T am able to 
«rien bat thon,O wa. 07 0 a great- 
&; that when I ſhall appear before thee arain, I 
may preſent thee wi th Tent more pure Fane 
\ mercifall, and improved in all other frairs 
of thy holy Spirit. In thy mercies alone 
are all my hopes. For as the heaven is Pſ103.11, 
high above the Earth, ſo great is thy 12, 
cy towards them that fear thee. 
A far as the Eaſt is from the Weſt, 
fo far haſt thou removed onr tranſ- 
prefſians from us, O be mercifall m- 51,7. 
to me, be mercifull zmto me; far my 
foul truſteth in thee. Look thou on 119-132, 
me, and be mercifull unto me as thou 
off to ace to thoſe that love th v.47 
ame. Thog art my portion 0 Lord; 
Thave ſad, that 7 wontd keep thy wv. 113. 
8. Let thine hand help me; for 
"choſen 4 Age a Streugrh- Eph.3.16, 
on mewrth might by thy Spirit in the 'Tt2: 12, 
er. my ; that denying all angod- 
Meſs and worldly lofts I ay For ſoberly, righ- 


teonſly 
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teoufly and godly in this preſent world; Look 
for 4a bleſled 4 , and the glorious pow. 


\.* 1... i%. "Of the great Ged, and thee on 
Jude 24 25 


aviour Teſwus Chriſt, Now um. 
Oo --., . #nto him that able to keep my 
from falling and to preſent me faxltleſs before th 
preſence of his glory with exceeding. joy; to the 
onely wiſe Goduur Saviour, be Glory and ajedy, 
Dominon and Power, both now _— ever, Amen, 


_. But when there. 1s time to doe the whole 
W_ will not ſpend it, I hope, in-any thing ek 

ut- fuch Meditations as theſe.” ,W hich that 
they may be diſpoſed in ſuch. order as every 
one of them may come in its ſeaſon, you may 
make uſe of in this manner. - Think you hex 
Qur. Saviour ſpeaking to. you by the Bread and 
the Wine; when you ſee the one broken, and 
the other poured out. Then you-may 1mane- 
diately imploy your thoughts in the foxr fir 
(t er with the /econd Meditation ſet down 
in the ſecond part) while the Miniſter is com- 
municating himſelf and others with him. The 
5..and 6- will be ſeaſonable after you hav 
received the 'Bread ; and: the. 7. and 8. ab 
ter the Cup : together. with: thoſe .mentioned 
before in the ſame place. And the two laſt 
like manner , after you have withdrawn your 
ſelf from the holy Table; or. before, accord- 
ing as you can find room for them. - Andif 


{es (63 be.not able to hold qut.in Ha. 


thoutzhts and expreliions of the inward ſenle 
and affection of Four heart; you may ſingle 
| | Canned, ae 


ES 22D OD -<6©=0YY iﬀTDT.cACTSCDc2eR64©S.S0cC@S8 =9 


Part HT. 7he holy 'Communzon. 121 
eut-thoſe , which you: find -to: giveiyou the 
'mdſt-lively-touch;: and lifr-up your heart hbigh- 
ot; 'the Lord.” And at-fome/opportunt- 
x3; the reſt _—_ may be. as" acceptable; or 
more welcome. Meditatwns':: nay,.-you-:may 
feel your foul enlarged, -and/run out'in: more 
plous thoughts. and affebtions, than'Iican ſug- 
geſt; or -excite/ by all that am able:to fay: on 
$\{ubject. : Bur/I: defire you never tocomir 
one Meditation,” when yow behold-rhe. 'relt of 
the company. receiving'z which 2s), : that; all 
thoſe, and the whole Ehurelr,' who. partake 
of this holy Communion;/ are/yqur Brethren, 
To whom you muſt ſtr wp:(as I directed you 
before ) the moſt-feryent:ceati rity, and\the' rea- 
det diſpoſition to. relieve)counlel, aſſiſt, com- 
for or admoniſh:them 3\:as:there ſhall be OC- 
ahon.: and with-whom'yow muſt refolve' to 
lve (in. the ſtricteſt unity and peace; as thoſe 
who are Members .of: the very' "fame. Body, 
When you think therefore that our Lord tells 
you, there is nothing he deſires of you, but that 
you would continxe in his Love and friendſhip 
keeping his Commanaments, (as he faid to hus 
iples, Joh-15. 9, 10, &c-) remember that he 
adds preſently, This is my Commandment, that : 
le one another as 1 hove oe 10s, v.12. which he 
ts again, V. 17. Theſe things I command you, 
the ye love one DL Sos And fo, take thera all 
Into. your heart,with as much affection; as if the 
Ing each other in our arms, and giving 
ly kiſs of charity, were ſtill in uſe amo 
w And lct the way of Chrilt's death for 
5 
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this Foptiting and bCatis Divine b\ 
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rotor whe company fe Saink 
_ wha will all joan in the cheartul 
$34.2) _ *ptaiſes of the: blefſed. and mh 

| | , {1Potentate; the King of rome 
7 pls "ops Falard s;; who.only hath in 
23 $4 4605 dwelling mm the light 
no mus nap "wuto; whom 10 ma 
hath ſeen, nor cau ce : to whom be bono And 
gamer exentu/trug; Snen, - +1, 11» 
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Coptaining ſeveral other, Madjqations, « togtr 
fer with Provers ſuttoble 48 this 8190.) 
Sb znk oilt (ing oC QQOTRSTA 210 10 
NY; this time, I kdpe, you fee, that #14. got 
B far.you to draw near taGoa,at his holy Fa- 
le tvif you have any deſire to be[good Chriſti 
oriany favour of \ſpintoal pleaſites-»iYou 
; wholly. caft- away: alli-retndtnbdlance'l of 
| mimg.s? and be{loft-to-all-ratienal farisfabti- 
1:00 elte be ſtrongly anclined- {confidering 
whathath been faid )-to take theipains to pre- 
07 rho or rather to keep your felves in 
aconftant preparation, for frequent commmny 
on!there with our blelled Savioors Anmnocent, 
bdly,-and uſefull life:caanot but comment} at 
(elf toi:you; if 13t be bution this froce, thatyou 
ma entertained with ſuch a'comfort; as 
to know the love of God in Chniſt to yau; .and 
fit tobe feaſted continually with ſuch des 
tfull Pledges of it; ''How 'it polithle: for 
anyconfiderate . perfons; to: defpiſecor- | 
fuch means of their contentment 2c The Ta 
be:of-the Lord , methinks;:ſhonld: beiqnore 
' 'toi them *than: ai Stage 3c; and wr 
# ſbauld run more greedily(to/ths Idivine'F 
[ than they do to the Theatres: he ſhould have 
moreGuelts and a greater croud to attend upon 
kim, than thoſefo mngghFoqaaret places. ys 
W311 2 waoac 
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 . 124 Meditationsand Prayers, PartIV, 
| what do they ſee repreſented there, but ſome 
of the follies of Mankind ; the patſhons and 
misfortunes of a miſerable Lover ; the wile 
and ſubtile contrivances of ſome ingenious per- 
fon ;'or ſuch pike things, ſame of which never 
were? But here is repreſented the-great wit 
dom of Almighty God ; the manifold wiſdom 
of our Creator, into which the Angels de- 
fired to look, and” of which they are glad. 
ſome ſpectators : The incomparable kindnek 
of our Saviour ; that ardent love which 
ortho wp to. God upon the Croſs, and 
"which he ſtill continues /now that he'is in the 
Heavens; as we' ſte. by theſe remembrance 
which he hath-left us of: it: The rare method 
of our Salvation :.-the wonderfull way which 
Heaven hath-contrived to bring: loſt Souls x- 
op cheer: the glorious conquelt which the 

zour of the World hath made over Sin, the 
Graveand Hell : All which we here behold his 
On,.cop'd and our fſelves' the prize which he 
deſires to: win by all his labours. Do:not Men 
then extremely betray their infidelity ? is it 
not plain that Chnitian piety lies languiſhing 
and- dying when ſuch numbers will ſpend 2 
| wh 1 of time: to: prepare and dreſs them- 

lves to be ſeen” in the Theatre, 'and. we can- 
not prevail, in ſome places, with: any confide- 
-rable company to meet us /at this gforious re- 


preſentation , which:'we make at the Table of 


the Lord 2 They that will bs at the pains to 
to the former every day, content them- 
lves., nay think it. a great trouble, to put 


Ttnel 


Part TV.: Meditations: and Prayers. 12.5 
theix Souls in a poſture to- come to-.this holy 
Io onee-in.a whole year, And God knows 
w-many there are, that will not put them- 
ſelyes.to that pains neither : who; rarely. ap- 

before God at;this- holy Splempanty, and 
ence 


faces are, ſcarce ever. ſeen, in, the pre- 
lence. of -our Saviour. O- ſhamefull. ingrati-. 
tude! which you that read thele things, i 
you are Believers, can never endure, I ſhould 
think,. ro be guilty of. - It you give any cre- 
dit. to-this hittory of the love of God in Chrilt 
Jeſus, recorded in the Goſpel, you will ſpend 
ſome time fure-to diſpoſe your ſelves to make 
frequent acknowledgments to him, . by. recei-.. 
'ing theſe holy. myſteries. . You will be aſha- 
that ſo much time ſhould be conſumed in 
trimming up your ſelves to ſee, and to be fern 
in. other places; and little or none that you 
may come before God, and behold the great 
ings that he» hath dene for your. Souls, . .For 
the love of God conſider, at what charge. he 
hath furniſhed this Table for you : how often 
he.hath invited you to it : how deſirous he is 
that you would ſhew lum ſo much love, as not 
to refuſe him your company there. Think how 
lhe muſt needs take it, if you will not accept 
of. his fingular kindnels ; nay, that you your 
ſelves will not be. pleaſed, when you reflett 
and. conſider, of how much joy you. have de- 
prived your Souls, by denying him ſo much of 
your duty, For there 1s no compare between 
all-the jollities in the World, and this one fin- 
gle pleaſure ; of giving. hearty thanks to God, 
G 3 or 
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for his wnlpeaſable mercy''to488 ih Chriſt Jeſus; 
D6 Yet i , and ſee! Satisfie yourſelves by 
wiiting on hitti at his Table, with fuch thoughts 

8 become" tiis'Preſenice!' f' youl have tlie: 
; Er oofdirels ;{-your d'3e ſhin and 
F, alid/ſprexd 3Helf to Your infriite/fay'and 
| #itmetit6bFheart. Aﬀtiontg all'the Various 
ereesitd conditions of Chriſtian People there 
| rnione be forind that come hither, with fin- 
55h ib do this in mon) of on 
Szvibur, but may £6' away ryjoiding ; loaded 

with'many divine benefits © | 

| +. For we may apply to this heavenly noun 
\\- © menf'whar't fee tbl Mn, fm 
6 by Got' ftem Heaveti'to' then which 
cbhtaintd in it '( as their tradition affirms) all 
the taſtes that any Marr defiret} and longed for: 
beins16 fuiret 'ty every palate and: conſtity- 
' fi6rie- could fail to be both fed and 
though thty were of never {6 different 
fs, This is not: only * common ſtory in 
ie Books of tht ter Hebrew DoRors, but 
we tneet with'it in! one of the Apocryphal wri- 
tings, which is very ancient; Thox feddeſt thine 
own people with Apgelr food, '(farth the Author 
of the Book of 1/5/dom, ch. 16.20;21.)-444 didſ 
them (from Heaven bread prepared without 
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theiy labojrr, able to content every man's delight, N 


and arretiny to every tafte. For thy ſuſtenance 
prot | 1 f Mohr "4 thy ed oh ſer- 
- Ving to the appetite of the eater, tempered it ſelf 
to &very man's liking. And inthe great Comment 
upoti Exod they endeavour to prove it thus- It 
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sf Ex09. 16.4. © Behold, I rain bread frims: 
© Heawenifor you, and 2.31. the taſte of if was 
' like-wafers made with honey,and Namb,1 1.8 
theitafte of it was as therafte of freſh oz. How 
(caft all thefe agree, that '1t ſhould be hike: 
' Bread, and hike Honey, and hke Oil > The 
' anſiver-is; The young Men taſted in it Bread, 
'the old Men Honey, and the infants QiL 
Accommodate this now to that divine Food. 
which our Saviour hath ordered to be prepa- 
red-for us, and you will find it true ; that he: 
hath declared: therein his ſweetneſs to. his ehul- 
- B. dren; by making/it (uirable to every complexion 
| & ofmind, and remper of ſpirit : who may: meet 
with' what 1s agreeable to their wants, and 
| # will give content to their deftres. The 4ntant 
* F Chriftians are hereby marvelloully cheriſhed 
| # and encouraged : it pours on them the .oil-ob 
| # joy and gladneſs, and fets'them forward in 
' # the ways of. God by the ſweetneſs of its plea- 
ſures. '': It' gives h and power to: the 
young men, and is the Bread of lite unto them: 
that they may overcome the wicked one, (as $.Yobn 
writes to them, 1.2. 14.) and never yield to 
the temptations of rhe World, the Fleſh and: 
the Devil. And to the Fathers or more aged; 
Chriſtians, to rhoſe who have' had long expe- 
nence of the (ſervice of God, it'gives a ſingu- 
lar reliſh alſo: and makes them fay, that his 
Commandments are {weeter than the Honey 
and the Honey-comb z and that in keeping of 
them there is great reward. Their hopes of 
immortal bliſs are hereby exceedingly _ 
QU.4 ced, 
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1238 Meditations and Prayers. PartlV. 
ced, and they receive the fore-taſtes of it ; 
the T/rachtes did of the Land flowing with Milk 


and aray tg therefore, the Hebrews (ay 
well, the Manns bad the taſte of Honey, that Þ 
it might be'a repreſentation and earneſt of that Þ 


pl Countrey to which they were going, 
and which was fo deſcribed by Ao/es to them, 
Young and old, weak and itrong, it they do bur Þ 
in ſuch a manner, as hath been now directed, 
feed on Chriſt in their hearts with thankggiving, 
(as the Miniſter of this Sacrament exhorts 
them) will feel all the graces of God's holy Spi- 
rit plentifully nouriſhed and mcreaſed in them, 
to their great ſatisfaction. Their Faith, ther 
Hope, their Charity, both their love to God 
and to their Brethren ; will all be raiſed to an 
higher pitch. From _ one of. which, it 
would 6 eafie to ſhew, there muſt needs flow 
abundance of divine joy, and the laſt of them 
will be an eternal fpring of pleaſure. If a man 
had only an affured confidence wrought in him, 
that Almighty Wiſdom and Goodneſs will take 
a fatherly care of him, and provide for him as 
long as he lives; what a ſatisfaction would it 
give to his heart? in what peace, freedom and 
contentment would he enjoy himſelf 2 Now 
no man can underſtand what he doth at this 
holy Commumon, and doubt of this. - If God 
hath given us his Son, as here we profels to 
believe; we may well conclude, how ſhall he 
not with him give us all things? It he give us this 
ans SL the Bread of hfe ; will he not give 
ust 


common Bread of every Day? 'will he in- 
vite 
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and not; beſtow on us our ordinary 

not he that at ſo vaſt a Price ' bath” provided 
for-us this ſpiritual chear, - give us that which 
is o-.cheap, that every Kaven,'every Crow and 
Cormorant hath plenty of it? I can- never 
queſtion this, will every on Soul ſay. I will 
never 'in the leaft diſtruſt his tender care and 
providence more. Our heavenly Father knows 
that we have need of all theſe thmgs, and will 
not deny them to us. 

By this you may judge how much ftrength 
and life every other part of divine Faith may 
derive from hence : and with what joys like- 
wile the hearts of true Believers offer up them- 
ſelves in love to God ; and wait for the con- 
ſummation of his love at his ſecond' coming; 
when they ſhall ſee him as he 1s. 

But it 1s not the butineſs of this Treatiſe to 
demonſtrate theſe things, which you may-.find 
done in other Books. © 1 only conclude from 
hence, that this is a great reaſon why many 
that have ſome [good detires, ſome good'p 
fes at certain ſeaſons ; yea, begin to do! well; 
remain. fo weak and feeble, fo Ingmſhing and 
dull in their devotion, nay, grow cold-and in- 
difterent again : becauſe they do not come to 
this holy Feaſt, thar they may cherifh, encou- 
rage and confirm what God hath wrought in - 
their hearts. They are eafily overcome” and 
drawn away. by the flatteries and violent 
temptations from abroad; "and fo bring a re- 
proach upon the ways of God, breed am 4ll 

G5 opinion- - 


vite us to ſuch a rich, ſuch an M_ F 
2 Wi 
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- opinion of ther in themſelves and oth . 
ſuzde themfelves'they cannot do.better bu 
that. 16a -neceſiity of- finning'!! becauſe 
they-will not; uſe. the means which God hath 
appointed » for-the./ftrengthning | their inward 
ſenſe of ſpiritual things; .or becauſe they will 
not jr ne uſe them, when they are invj- 
ted and, have opportunity'to come to the Fable 
of thd Lord. 'T his would mightily quicken and 
&nlven:; , it. would bind and tie t faſt to 
their duty ; it would make1it a ipleafure to 
theny to do the will of God ; it would engage 
tho: Power from: above to come to their afl: 
ftance : and being full of fairh and love, no 
zemptation in the world would be able to &- 
Ca it rn ts er my The Devil him- 
WO away from them :- according to 
that of S. James and $7 Peter, 
James 4. 7- | Reſiſt the Devil, and. he will 
ix. Pet. 5.9. flee away from you. _ Whom re- 
| ft hedis in the Faith. 


-..And'here I might repreſent the ſordidneſs of 
-thoſe fobls that perfectly imitate the ſtupid // 
rachtes; | who preferred the Onions, the Gar- 
lick-and ithe-Cucumbers, before the heavenly 
Manna; even after they had taſted of it. That 
had rather, I mean, enjoy the delights of ſenſe, 
than:theſe ſpiritual pleaſures ; after they 
thave been at this Feaſt; call it (as they did Man- 
na) /ght bread;. a thing which hath no ſolid (a- 
-isfattion in it. Which can be imputed to no- 
thing elſe, but a careleſs, neghgent and ſuperti- 


cial 


mn. 
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gal: uſe of this holy nounſhmene. They dþ 
not excite. their appetite and ſtir np their de- 
fire; they do:not employ their Faith, and raiſe 
their hearts to a. due-eſteem of the dwine bene- 
fits; or having taſted how gracious the Lord 
is, they do not often reflect upon his goodneſs 
and remind themſelves: of 'their profmſes/ and 
their hopes. For otherwiſe they-/ would in- 
creaſe in knowledge and judgment, and grow 
ſtrong m-the grace of the Lord Jeſus, 'and* be 
furniſhed+to every good word and work. Thi 

do with this as S. James faith many do -wit 

the Goſpel : who /ike a man that behold his na- 
tural face in a glaſs, and taking but'a ſhort. 
glance of himſelf, goes away and ftrezchtway 
forgets what manner of man he waz. Wheveas if 
he would not only look into the 'perfetÞ' Lav of 
liberty, but continue to look therein ; being not 
a forgetfull hearer, but 4 deer of the work": he 
would e bleſſed in his deed, Jam 1; 243;/%c, 


It. is: the deſign therefore of this laſt patt®6f. 
my Diſcourſe; 'to furniſh you witty ſome apt 
matter for your Meditation ,/ \and' witl' fujta- 
ble Prayers : whereby. you may both quicken 
your ſelves in your private Cloſets whert you 
are preparing to' go to the Table-of the Lore - 
and likewiſe preſerve alive thoſe godly affet- 
ons and reſolutions which are! excited there: 
after you are come home again» That fo by 
continuing to look upon what you have done, 
and what your Saviour hath done unto you; 
and beholding, as in a clear Mirrour, the ; 20 
One 


' 132 Meditations and Prayers. Part 1V. || * 
| . loveof God in Chriſt Jeſus, and your great ob- 

+  hgations to him; you may never forger him, | 

x the ny you owe him, but be bleſſed in 

uthtull © Ervance of. both. 


\ And that no des, may have w_ pores 
which: the wanton” 1/-aelites pretended, w 
C] with the fame thing, repeated over 
over again; I have taken the pains to com- 
iety of Meditations and Prayers ( ſome 


- - 


longer, ſome MHorter) for every Month in the 
' "year, - and the principal Feſtivals in remem- 

Kee: our Saviour-. Which you may either 
make ule of, if your infirmity require it: or elle 


"Weies” to ſuch as you like beſt, and 
| f apt-to move your hearts./ .No man's 
thoughts are always alike, neither "his that 
_*. writes, nor his that reads; and therefore ſome- 
' © times one may be moſt agreeable ro you, ſome- 
times another; but there will be no time, I 
hope, =_ may not be able, among 
| them all, your ſelf with 'a Meditation 
© and-a Prayer, that may ſtr: up and further 
IR Te oro towards God. "And he that 
»  . -will-be. at ſo: much pains with himſelf, as to 
” _ follow ſome ſuch method as this, will never be 
Ip ane: Ooby havater . as. too. many wretched 
"-, ſouls have done; that. they have frequented 
is holy. Sacrament, but were never the bet- 
;IET 107" Its " 
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| Meditation before the Sacrament. 


Onfider with your ſelf, fome-time 
before you intend to communicate, 
that you are invited to come, not 
only into the prefence, but unto 

the Table of God : to be one of the Gueſts 
of the Lord of the whole World. What a 
ſac, what an honour 1s this? Shall any bu- 

, any pleafure on Earth put by- the 
pupae of it? It is impoſſible, it you re- 
| what the great God is who calls you 
to him; and that he ſets the Body of: his 
Son before you upon your Table; and that 
your Cup is hlled with his Blood ; that the 
Angels think' it not below them to wait on 
you and miniſter to you; and the divine Spi- 
nit will be ready to breath upon you ;- and 
fill Jou with ſuch holy love, that you ſhall 
ſend up your foul in joyfull hymns of Praiſe 
and Thanks to God our Saviour, With what 
admiration ſhould you receive the news of 
this invitation 2 With what reverence ought 
you to. approach him? With what forward- - 
nels of love; with what gladneſs __ 

ould 
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ſhould you go to meet our bleſſed Lorg: 
Was there ever any kindneſs (ſhould you 
think with your ſelves) like unto that of his? 
Did there ever fuch a Furnace of Love ( if 
I «> ſo repreſent it ) burn. in any heart: 
could he do more than die the bloody and 
ſhamefull death of the Croſs for to fave fin- 
ners? How is it . poſſible that the remem.- 
brance of this tender love and compaſſion 
ſhould ever die? or that any heart ſhould 
freeze over ſuch a fire? Unleſs we be wil- 
tully careleſs, I ſee that he will have our 
love :| he will-not ſuffer any thing to rob him 
of. the -purchace of his Blood. For leſt we 
ſhould prove fo ungratefull, as to let him (lip 
eut of our mind, he hath left himſelf till a- 
mong vs 'n ſenſible figns and repreſentations, 
By: theſe he ſhews us his bloody Death and 
Paſſion: he makes himſelf preſent to our faith: 
and we may ſee that he is deſirous to do more 
than die for us; having contrived a way 
to live for ever in us, and be firmly united 
Fo us, 7 | 


What manner of Love is this that Heaven 
hath manifeſted unto us > Who can refrain 
from tears of grief and ſorrow to think of his 
own. ingratitude ; and from tears of joy to 
think of the wonderfull kindneſs of the Lord? 
Can you look on him who was pierced for 
our fins, and not lament and mourn? Can 
you {ee his bleeding Wounds and not be 
troubled 2. No- pious heart can be fo yo 

n 
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And yet when you confider that by: thoſe: 
fri para yort healed:z and: [that he: hath 
wa us: from; our {ins in is; blood; [that 
fathfull | Souls. may: take . Sanctuary''mm | his 
Wounds, -and be ſecure and fate : you cannot 
chuſe but rejoyce in the Lord, and be glad in 
his Salvation. 


{Call to your Soul then, and bid it awaken 
in-at {elf the livelieſt thoughts of him, and 
the' devouteſt affections to him. Call to ir, 
to-put it ſelf in tune, to ſtring (as I may fo 
k) the inſtruments of joy and praiſe ; 
and ſtir up all the graces of the holy Spirit : 
That ſo you may go with a deep humility; a 
odly forrow ; a perfect hatred of all fin, 
th of the Fleſh and of the Spirit ; 'a ſtrong 
reſolution againſt them ; with a lowly faith; 


'and in the heights of love; with enlarged 


defires, and great longings to this holy Feaſt, 


Ask: your Soul, what doft thou think of ? 


what doſt thou love 2 what doſt thou long 
for? with what intentions art thou going to 


the Lord's Table Are the Treaſures of 


Chriſtian wiſdom and knowledge more in 
thine account than thouſands of Gold and Sil- 
ver? Doſt thou heartily believe the holy Go- 
{pel of Chriſt Jeſus; and love him and his Re- 
hgion in ſincerity ? Is all fin already bleeding 
to death in thee, and hadſt thou rather die 
than willingly oftend thy Saviour that died for 
thee? Art tho going to hang all remain 

aflection to them upon his Croſs ; that _ 
they. 
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they may be. ly crucifed, ' and neye; 
taken down till by continued Meditation on 
it, _ be: quite; dead ? Reſolve: then to po 
and tell him'as much :' ro declare and ſhew to 
him that this is the ſenſe of thine heart. Only 
ask thy ſelf. again; what appetite doſt thou 
feel in thee 2 Art thou going as a thirſty man 
to his drmk ; or a hungry man to his food; 
or a Bride to the marriage of a choſen Soul 
dearer than all- the world beſide > Or doſ 
thow feel ſomething like thee things in thine 
heart? What 1s 1t that thou hungreſt and 
thirſtelt after 2 Is it the taſtes of the love of 
God? Is it his divine Grace and holy Spirit? 
Dott thou long to be more hke him, and made 
partaker of his divine Nature ? Art” thou go- 
ing to make a new reſignation” of thy felt to 
Him, to be made one Spirit with him, never 
any more to depart from him ? Then think 
how the Bridegroom will welcome thee ? how 
our Saviour, 1 mean, will declare and ſet forth 
his love to thee ; and give thee aflurances that 
this mercy endureth for ever; and bid thee re- 
joice and be exceeding glad in whar he hath 
done already, and in the hopes thof haſt & 
what he will do hereafter. 


And here you may call to mind how the 
Word was made fleſh, and dwelt among ns: 
how he maniteſted forth his gtory by his won- 
derfull works : how he taught us the way to 
eternal life ; and at laſt was betrayed and de- 
livered into the hands of finfull men, and was 

CuCl» 
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crucified and died for us : with all the reſt that 
concerns the knowledge of Chriſt. That to you 
may have it more ready in your thoughts, 
when you come to his Table; to; do this in 
commemoration of him. | 


In this manner alſo you may bewail the fins 
of your former lite : ſue for a pardon of whar 
s paſt; and beſeech the grace of his holy Spi- 
ri, to alſilt your reſolution of well-doing tor 
the time to come, 
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The Prayer ſome time before. 


Eternal and moſt blefſed'God , the 
| Fountain of being and bliG6 ;. inf. 
nite in perfection; and highly ; exalted 
above'all_our. words or thoughts. I am 
aſtoniſhed at the thoughts of the bright: 
neſs of thy giory : and juſtly afraid: to 
preſent my ſelf before ſo great and holy 
a Majeſty. Even that abundant grace 
which invites me to thee, abaſhes me too; 
when I refleft upon my ſhamefull ingra- 
titude - to ſuch undeſerved love, * It be- 
comes me to lie down in dejection of Spi- 
rit and mournfull filence ; rather than con- 
fidently to lift up mine eyes towards Hea- 
ven to ſpeak unto thee. But ſince thou art 
fo rich in Mercy, as to require repenting 
ſinners to draw nigh to the Throne of 
Grace; . I proſtrate my ſelf in the humbleſt 
reverence before the ſearcher of all hearts 
Not to excuſe, thou knoweſt, but to aggra- 
vate my faults ; to acknowledge the juſtice 
and equity of thy Laws ; to condemn my 
ſelf for oppoling thy Sovereign Authority ; 
and to vow to thee the moſt ſincere and 
hearty obedience for the reſt of my lite. 


? 
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'F-have done ſo: much evil; arid fo'!little 
good'; been fo eager inthe purſuit of the 
thirgs of this World ; and-ſo'-cold-and 
uncohcerned many times aboet: thofe . of 
Eternity ; fo unmindfull of my promiſes; 
unthankfull for thy benefits, and unfruit- 
full-iri the knowledge of the Lord Jeſbs : 
that it is a wonder of thy patience, that 1 
am ſtill ative, and not cut down like a _bat- 
ren/ Tree (that cumbers the ground. ' Fot 
emer; adored be thy ſparing! mercy; which 
tath bot ſo' long with arrinifrofitable? ſer. 
vant: : Who hath {6 'mahy ways offennded'in 
thought; word and deed 

againſt thy Divine Maje- + p17 yethon 
ty"? F have not given yp choſe particu 
thee that honour, worſhip 1/2» ns 50u (are 
and ſervice, which/I owe - conſcious of. ' »* 
to'my Almighty Creator :| Y 28 
nor laid to heart, 'as T ought, ' thine infi- 
nite love in Chriſt my Redeemer ; nor du- 
ly followed the - godly motions of 'thy holy 


Spirit; which thou haſt ſent to renew and' 
fanttifie my affeftions, and draw me to 
thine obedience. I have not lived 'accord-' 
Ing to the faith which I continually con- 


teſs: But behaved my'ſelf too oft as if 1 
dreaded nbt the threatnings , and yalued 
not the promiſes-of ' my Lord -Chriſt : #s 


140 Meditations and Prayers. Tan, 

if 'I feared not his' vengeance nor cared 
for his glorious rewards; and as if he 
would not -:come to. judge. the Wortd, 


and:render: to all: men according to their 
works. | 


The ſtupid inſenfiblene of. mine heart, 
even now that I remember theſe things, 
brings new accuſations againſt me, It te. 
Rifies that. 1 know not, as I- ought, the 
terrour of the Lord : 'but am apt-raſhly to 
mention thy Name, without an awfull and 
confiderate+ regard to thy- infinite Great. 
neſs, Power and Holineſs before which 1 
approach. I am no more worthy to be 
called thy ſervant z much leſs to preſent 
thee with any offering ; or receive the 
leaſt of thy bleſſings. . Nothing but ſhame 
and confuſion of face belong to me : and 
| It is only of thy tender mercy that I am 
not. lamenting thoſe follies in -weeping, 
wailing and gnaſhing of teeth ; which 1 
ſpeak of now with ſo little grief and bit- 
terneG, of Spirit. ercy., mercy ; ſtill 
more mercy, good Lord, I-moſt humbly 
beſeech thee. O that a greater- fear and 
| dread of thee may now fall down mightily 
upon me, and overſpread me! --Q that I 
may feel ſuch a ſtrong ſenſe of thine in- 

comprehenlible 
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eomprettenſible Majeſty preſſing upon my 
heart, that 'may' bear down all other 
thoughts, and fink me low, 'and make me 
abhor my ſelf in':thy 6ght! I know the 
Gicrifices of the -Lotd are a broken Spirit: 
#\broken and: a contrite Heart;\O*-God, 
tot” wilt ' riot | deſpiſe. -' And” Jeſus hath 
alſo© offered himſelf a' Sacrifice for us, in 
whom thou haſt declared” that" thou'art 
well pleaſed. For Jeſus his fake , diſpoſe 
me now to offer unto thee that acceptable 
Sacrifice. And give -me'grace ever to'fear 
thee; and to walk humbly with' thee to 
preſerve a tender ſenſe of my duty towards 
thee, and conſcientiouſly to obey thee, that 
ſo, by virtue of his Sacrifice of himſelf, all 
my fins may be done away and remembred 
no more. - Blefſed be God, 'that- I have 
any hope of that great mercy. Bleſſed be 
God, who by him bath given us everlaſt- 
ing conſolation and good hope through 
his grace. By him I will offer up to thee 
continually the facritice of praiſe, -giving 
thanks 'to-thy Name. Yea; - the mercies 
of thee” my God: move me, - to preſent my 
body a _ Sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto thee, which is my reaſonable ſervice. 
I dedicate my felf abſolutely to thy obedi- 
ence, I vow that I will never willingly 
depart 
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a _epant-, from” Precepts: /: AMR Und 
| | Srengtheo ae or with: thy ,zra 


that: I may perform. my/vows ;; and- new 
be; ſo-unxeaſonable as torreturn-to. thoſe - 
ons, 
wr ( 3 Whigh :*ent; t 

and! ſhed the Higod; of -thej[Lord þ 
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Teoghy proteſſed ASa300- | 
of And: now: thatlam io chios ho- 
rate: Ahe ,S4crific 
- of my, Sayigur 5.0-;giye-thee! farther-te 
-Nimonies: (of hyrg t9'thee 5 :and 19 
ceive new /tokens of. thy: Joye to'me : 0 
Lord; youchlafe to make 'thy.f&lf power 
. -» fully-preſevt to my mind. - Repraſent thy 
. "Rf: and:thy Son? Jefus /{o / Lively: to wy 
his; in all thy. Wiſdom, Bower, 
(GoodneG, Holingfs and; Truth {1 that] 
may. never forget thee. any imare-; but 
moſ} ſeriouſly reverence thee'; and love 
thee; -and;irejaqice in, thee; and truſt ther 
and-obey- thee:;;: 'all the days jof-;my. life. 
Imprint the very Image: of thy San upon 
me:; that IT may carry him ever in mine 
heart, and have - his life and death :conti- 
nually, before mine eyes; and in all thing 


mo wy ſelf.4@ his will, and fafhion 
my 
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89 ſelf after "His holy example.» Come, 
Lord" Jefius*, 'and poſſe thy Telf of x 


whole tan Purifie me from all remain. 
ing filthinefs, either of the tlefti or'of the 


| wig Bring in'all-thy heavenly graces a- 


s with'thce into my ſoul. ''' And be my 
perpetual ' defence, ' by giving” tne a fiiller 
communication of - thy hely Spirit. ' atid 
more mighty aids to do my duty towards 
thee and towards all men. 


And for that end, compoſe mine un- 
ſtled thoughts, before I approach to re- 
ceive the holy myſteries, That I may at- 
tend thee with a full and clear conception 
of their meaning; with an aCtual belief 
of thy whole Goſpel ; with moſt ſenſible 
love to thee, and deſire to be more like 
thee ; with thy high praiſes in my mouth, 
and joy unſpeakable in mine heart. May 
I preſume, moſt gracious Father, to ask 
ſuch taſtes and reliſhes of thy wondrous 
love, that I may never be able to delight 
in any thing ſo much as in the remem- 
brance- of it. But mine eyes may be ever 
towards the Lord ; and I may hunger and 
thirſt perpetually after thy righteouſneſs, 
till I am perfe&tly made partaker of thy 
divine Nature, and rendred meet to be 
tranſlated 


ſerious repreſentations, but) openly, and 
face to face. Amen, Lord Jeſus : wh, 
«A able. to ſave tothe uttermoſt all them 
b-eqmeto Godby thee. In;thy moſt 
; Name-Jand words I cotitinue my 
| humble prayers. Our Father, &C. 
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+», tranſlated to that high. and holy, place, 
where I (hall ſee-thee, (not as:now in my: 


4 
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"A Meditation after the Satrament. 
64s 1 Her! | Y1 2:47 401293: 29 
| hes you'come home, or ſome time-after; 
VW--ask your ſoul, what wenteſt thou out 
w ſee? where haſt thou been? and what haſt 
thou been doing 2 Bid'it never forger, that 
thou haſt been with the Lord of hte; ' and that 
before God, Angels and Men, thou haſt acknow- 
ledged-him, and-devoted thy (elt"r8 his obedi- 
ence, That” he» hath vouchfafed to repreſent 
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full Miniſters : and imitate the charity 
of our Lord Jeſus, by em —_— their 
power in doing good to all that are under 
their charge. that thy: Prieſts may be 
cloathed with righteouſneſs, and thy Saints 
ſhout aloud for joy. That the poor may 
be ſatisfied with bread ; the fatherleſs find 
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ular above all that we 
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by-Chriſt Feſs, throughout all ages, world 
without exd, Amen. . 
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comes me,” - my; dependatice upon- thee: as 
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 bis\pleafure (his money orrany other thing , 


better chan kim and his eternal life 2 . It. cont 
en ran, 'O my Soul;-to keep him ever 


\chonghes;' and'\to- rar 
Phu arbrr ke-comes'thewmay ſee ror / 
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f day upon his great 
CH ARIT Y » though he | 
abes he 2 Cor. 8. 9. 
became poor , that by his pover- 
we might be rich, In this | 
chinmended his love to us, Rom. 5.8. 
that while we were yet ſamers, 
Chriſt -died for : 14+ Greater ' Joh. 15. 13; 
loue hath no man than this, that Po firs 
4 man lay down bs life for iz Roms 5. 10. 
vends. But we when we were 
enemies were reconciled to God by the death 
his Son : and therefore ſhall much more be 
aved by his life, Ex&6ite in your ſelf hereby, a 
t and compaſſionate love to Mankind :- e- 
ally to your Brethren, - with whom you 
re knit 'in one Body, That! you: may be 
ſrongly inclined to doe good, as: occaſion - is 
offered ; to refreſh the bowels of the poor and 
needy ; to comfort and ſupport the. feeble 
minded ; to live with all in unity and peace.: 
all your Chriſtian friendſhip be perfected in 
endleſs love, in the other world, ' Remember 
that Ged is the God of peace, and Chnit is'the 
Lard of peace. Often meditate on, the words 
of our Lord, that it 1s better to than to 
receive : and ypon theſe words of 
that He is the beſt Merchant whoays out; has, 


time #pon God, and his money upon the poor. 3+ 
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The Thankſgiving and Pra yer. 


I Caſt my ſelf down before thee, 0 
Lord » in the: ocpat humility of foul; 
orſhip and * 71 thee together with 

al gia heavenly Hoſt, ſaying: Holy, H6- 
ly, 'Hoty, Lora Gol "Almighty ; Heaven 
and Earth are 'fol of thy | floridus ood. 
Thou art the j joy of all thoſe happy 
reatures 'above ; _ continually behold 
the brightneſs of thy. glory: -and thy 
preſence.,// ahd- the light of thy: counte- 
nance mnakes Heaven upon- carth "to us thy 
fervent; whort! thou 'adfiitteſt his hear 
nnito lice. Glory be to'God jh'the high- 
Mt, who'to alltther bleffitigs hith added 
theipi of his' dear Son ; and delivered 
him-up for us all, 'Glory be to the Son of 
God, the Prince of.Peace; who hath lo- 


ved-us ahd-given'Himfelf for us, -to redeem 


a uh TT. and 'teft - ts fiich 1e- 
HIrh6IF , Uh *precions 


re of his never failing love And 
S 


tharſks be'to the holy Spirit "of Frace; tlic 


power of the divine love ; which draws 
ws "unto God , and inflames us with his 


_ love, _ raiſes up our hearts towards 


Heaven 
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Heaven. Bleſſed , for ever. bleſied.; be 
thine infinite wifdom , power and; good-= 
refs, which all the world -proclaims-unto 
us, and which thou haſt more particylar- 
ly manifeſted in Chriſt Je- 

ſus. There is none in Hea- Pal. 73. 25. 
ten that we can defire, but T 1 
thee; mor in earth -befides thee : That we 
may know. thee , and \ntirely love thee, 
and be made like unto thee, and beloved 
by thee , and made meet to live for ever 
with thee. O that the 6ght I have now had 
of-thee, 'may make -all-things here below 
ſem mean and contemptible-in mine eyes, 
in- compare with thy favour and': good- 
will towards me. That no temptation-in 


the whole world may be able to:draw my 


heart from the obedience I have vowed 
to'\thee: but 1 may ever think of "thee; 
and-ever ſeek thee , and ever ſpeak , of thy 
goodnefs., and efteem my! ſelf happy in 
being beloved of thee , the polleflour of 
Heaven and Earth. It isthe ſerious pur- 
poſe of my heart to-cleave: to, thee ; afd 
to-fpend 'my days in humility and! heavens 
ly-mindedneſs, in ;prayer-and praiſes; im 
temperance and chaſtity,;'in works of ju- 
ſtiee -and mercy , in.doing of gaod and 
forgiving evil, in meekneſs and peace- 

I 2 ableneſs, 
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ablenefs, contentedneſs .and thankful. 
ne, patience and forbearance, and in 
all other fruits of thy holy Spirit. And 
therefore I humbly wait on thee, O Fx. 
ther of mercies, for the continued hely 
- + and aſliſtance thereof, that 

1 Pet. 2.9. I may be able to ſhew forth 
I. 5. the vertues of thee, who haſt 
called me out of darkneſs in- 

to thy marvellous light. Thou wilt preſerve 
me, I hope, by thy mighty power through 
faith unto Salvation: And' fo conſtantly 
aſſiſt me by thy Grace , that I'may keep 
my ſelf unſpotted from the world ; and 
neyer doe any thing to offend thee, and 
cauſe thee to depart away, or hide thy 
face from thy ſervant who is devoted to 
thee. O. that I may never 

Colofl.3. 12, forget to put on, 25 the elef 
13; &c. of God , bowels of mercies, 
' i; #4 kindneſs , lowlineſs of miud, 
meekneſs, long- ſuffering ; and above all theſ: 
things charity, which is the bond of perfe- 
#ion : _ without which whoever liveth 1s 


| * as dead before thee.» Pour into my heart 


more” and more of this moſt excellent 
"oy grace : that according to 
t Tim.6.18, my ability. I may doe good, 

and be rich in good works , 
read, 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate; 
laying #p in ſtore for my ſelf a; good foun- 
dation againſt the time to come ; that I- may 
lay hold on eternal life, 


And as this Charity binds me, I moſt 
heartily defire the good of all Mankind ; 
eſpecially of the Univerſal Church, which 
Chriſt hath purchaſed by his Blood, That 
the Devil may not devour his inheritance, 
and ' Chriſtians may not bite-and- devour 
one another, by hatred and ſtrife and bit- 
ter envyings ; but the peace of thee our 
God may rule in their hearts, and all 
agree together in godly love. It pities thy 
ſervants to ſee her bleeding wounds ; hex 
miſerable rents and diviſions. O that the 
ſweet and loving Spirit of the Lord Jeſus 
may inſpire every part of thy Church. O 
that all who call upon the name of Chriſt 
may be endued with uniting Principles; 
and liſten to healing counſels,. and be fil- 
led with brotherly affeftions and diſpoſi- 
tions. Hear, O Lord, the daily prayers of 
every member thereof. Relieve the poor ; 


pity the groans of the ſick ; ſupport the 


Infirmities of the weak , take compar: 
hon upon the ſighings of - Captives, the 
cries of the fatherleſs and Widows ; the 
£ #5 diſtrefles 


diftrefſes of the 'Strangers and friendlef, 
1d the--various needs of all thoſe that 
Have n6hel For: which end, fil the 
hearts of all Chriſtian Kings and Ruler 
with abundance of wiſdom and” charity; 
that they may have ſuch a tender and 
merciful} care of . all their. Subjects, s 
Parerits have of. their Children : provi. 
ding for their happineſs and comfort to 
the utmoſt 'of their power. Give thy 
Grace alſo to'/all the Paſtors of thy Flock, 
that they may ſtir up every. one to doe 
-- their duties,” by their holy” exhortations 
and -godly examples : and the light of all 
. Chriftians may ſo ſhine before'other men, 
that: they ſeeing their 'g00d 'works , may 
glorifie thee our heavenly” Father. That 
the ſtrangers/to our Religion” may come 
and ſubmit themſelves unto thee : and at 
laſt there may be one fold; as there is one 
Shepherd ; and 'the whole 'werld with one 
voice'and one conſent may praiſe and mag- 
SNCAIVT nifie thy glorious' Name , 
Ro.16. 25,26. Now to him that is of power 
to eſtabliſh me according to 
the Goſpel and preaching of Jeſus Chriſt ; to 
God onely wiſe be glory through ' Chriſt Te 

fs for ever, Amen.” | 
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pong hore day before the Sacrament. 


Urns conſider that whenGod in- 
yo to. make a new.Covenant 
with Man of more abundant grace 
and mgrcy than was eves known 


venant, . He gave us np rh his oath, 


j he was papal to _ like a Man. The 
: Wir was made Den b5 C210 and dwel! 
| 4 He declared i byg outh of one.ta- 
% & | j me our (& js s greab 'good will 
ds Us. "Nene "ie all 1 off 9g ginable 
| to perform his ed Co- 
| 


(twoimmmtable things, in os it W4s 17980 
for God to lhe) He gave us hzSen for a Pledge 
his Son gave his Blood for a Seal, and hi 
Spirit for an PRE of his Abe LOvg 
Adored  be:the goodnels of Gus d you 
fy. within your ſelves) w ng as 
much to a{lure the hearts © La and 
ambelieving {inners. [Adored be his goodneſs *.: 
who 1s fo "T6 irous we ſhould be du of : 
1, Is there nv way far us allo to mgge our 
ſelves, and pals. ur word. as folemnly.to.bigg? 
Can ie find no bonds rhat are Gao wy 
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£26: Meditations and Prayers. Vat, 
Bleſſed be the-Mercies of our God , who hath 
appointed” Sacraments: wherein we fot 


. *our omiſe and ſeal to ſtand to the con- 
> dag that Covenant of grace, But fo ex. 


ceflive 1s his love ; that he doth there again 
likewiſe engage his fidelity to us, and ſecures 
to us the bletiings which he hath promiſed in 
his holy Goſpel. -O how excellent is his lo- 
kindneſs, which hath given us ſuch ſtrong 
conſolation ! And how long is it now fince 
was firſt devoted to him, and received the fit 

__  aflurances of his love? Thele' 

* Reckon from -----years have I been called by 
the time of his Name? and made partaker 
your Baptiſm, of his Grace. In my Baptiſm 
' 20,30,40,8&c, he began to ſhew his love to 
| ' me; and there I entred into 
"Covenafit' with him, and vowed to keep 
his Commandments. What manner of per- 
ſon ought 'I to have been in all holy con- 
verſation and gofdlinels; who am fo deep- 
ly indebted to him ; who have lived fo long 
in his family, and been often; likewiſe en- 
tertained - at his Table, -and received there 
"the renewed tokens of his deareſt love! O 
"ence mor 1s his goodneſs ; which calls 


2 ons. et as ao os RSS 


him? Let ſt 
-, <to teftifie how much we value hiskindne{: 
ba "top the ſincerity of our faith in him; 


© -and moſt durtifull love unto him. Let us Eo 
; OB, 4 —_ 4 
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and confirm. the agreement that is between 


us; and 'make a new choice gf him for our 
only Maſter and Saviour, and take us 
to be eternally his Servants, Nay him 
our. moſt hearty thanks ; that he- will admit 
us to. that honour : and with the-moſt paſſio- 
nate admiration make him” our a 
Ments, that he would doe fo much to deſerve 
our ſervice. Is not this thy mind and'inten- 
tion "in approaching to his Table 2 Doth it 
not-grieve thee that thou haſt any time of- 
fended fo. great love? Hadft thou not rather 
die and be crucified as he was, than willingly 
break the leaſt of his Commands? Doſt thou 
nct in heart and reſolution forſake every 
thing, that would hinder thee from'doing his 
will? . Art thou not purpoſed to follow = 
in all the actions of an holy, humble, 

table and religious life2 Let us go then and 
wait upon him ; and ſhew him the love that 
we bear unto him. Let us give him-thanks 
even for this good mind which he hath put 
mto us; and for all the hopes we have that 
he will continue it to eternal life, Be not 
diſcouraged ; for when the wicked 

forſakes his way , aud the unrigh- Ifa. 55. 


 teous man his thoughts , he him- 


ſelf hath ſaid , that he will have merty wpon 
him, and multiply to pardon, He will pour more 
abundantly ot his holy Spirit on us to ſtreng- 
then our reſolutions, He will make us grow 
m Grace, and bring forth all the fruits of 


I 5 righte- 


L 


or For the Lords hand 
is not ſhortned that it \Canut 
| hy; neither ts ear heavy, 
Luke I-50. . that it cannat bear. Bat as be 
that us mit y hath done grea 
ah abeads; /o mig mercy i, on thee that fea 


| generation BD generation, 
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riewt. 


he Pro folning that Mattei. 


O Moſt. Holy and ever: . bleſſed Go; 

| 'the Fountain of. good , the higheſt 

- »bjeft' of our Love ; the reſt and fatif. 
faction of all rational deſixes : infinitel 
greater'than all we can fee, and all we 
conceive. '' /Þ bow my” felf defore thee;, 
and humbly worſhip. thy \incompreheni- 
ble Majeſty.': It was thy 'goodneſs which 
brought me "into! being ; - and thy (pati- 
ence which continued. me in it unto this 
time ; and a greater - mercy which hath 
not. ſuffered my being to' be miſerable 
to me; but heaped on me innumerable 
good: things. But I have no fit wrs for 
that ſaperabundant love , which. thought 
of "making mankind {© very happy by 
thy Son Feſus. it is a wonder, Of Lord, 
that thou wouldeft be at fuch expenee 
about thoſe who had choſer» to. he any 
thing rather than ſuch as thou madeſt 
them. . None  þut- infinite | compaſſion 
could be 10 tender of thoſe who deſpi-* 
kd thy image, and loved to live- ke 
the 'bexſts that periſh. None but thou, 
Q metcifull God, could-think: of: beſtow- 


ng 
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ing greater benefits on ſuch brutiſh fin- 
ners. And. nothing. but a ſtupid negli. 
gerice and unaccountable - inconfiderate. 
neſs, could ever refuſe to be made par- 
takers of 'ſuch--endleſs happiteſs: as thou 
- Gefigneſt to us; 1 am one of thoſe ſtrange 
ings-that have forſaken thee , and know 
not why. - Who - was long inſenſible of 
thy grace ,. and unmovable : under thy 
greateſt jimportunities to return .to thee: 
And fince-thou- haſt prevailed 'with me, 
am too'much inclined to content my ſelf 
with a ſmall degree of: likenefs to thee: 
-and apt to find out - little pretences and 
Excuſes , for:the doing-.of my own will, 
rather than thine. And that, though 
Lam ſo: ſolemnly conſecrated to thee, 
-and have; been inſtructed in-+thy bleſſed 
Goſpel,” and put in hopes of ſuch glorious 
rewards, and received ſuch encourage- 
__ © ments at thy Table ; . where I have fre- 
« -quently promiſed chearfull obedience in all 
things. ts 


-» Bleſſed be- thy inconceivable Love, O 
moſt gracious Lord ;- who haſt given the 
- Blood of thy Son to be: ſhed for thoſe 
who fin- againſt that Love ; if with all 
theirhearts and all. their. ſouls they re- 


turn 
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turn unto thee. For ever magnified' he 
y' mercy, who- haſt given- us ſo many 
ſſurances of the truth of thy love to us; 
and"! ſo" many + opportunities - to teſtifie 
the truth of ours' towards 'thee, -Thou 
art! pleaſed not onely by thy" "Word, thy 
Promiſe and' Oath to give' us ground: of 
hope: but even by outward and ſenſfi- 
ble: "ſigns to encourage our weak ' and 
juſtly - fearfall faith. For *who can but 
tremble to” think, that'he - hath at any 
time offended the ' Majeſty of Heaven and - 


Earth ?' And yet who can but'hope, that 


come- unto thee, jand promiſing a pardon 
£0” returning. firſmers? O thou who cal- 


hears the tes a thy Son inviting us to 


leſt-me now- again -to thy holy Table, 
and there haſt made ſuch rich proviſion 
for us'; aſſiſt I moſt humbly beſeech thee 
all the meditations, defires and refolg- 
tiens of my Soul in that holy action. 


That I may remember all the Lord Jeſus 
hath done and ſuffered/ for me, with ſuch 


an humble admiration , a lively faith®, 
and a thankfull love; that T may feel 'my 
heart tied faſter to him with the cords 
of his love; and ſent up to Heaven, as 
the whole burnt-offerings, to the Lord, 
Draw me, O God of love, more 'pow- 
erfully 


= 13> Meditations. and Proyers. Wit. 
-  erfylly; to thee, and: fill me” niore with 
Wiſdom and, (Goodneſs , that:-my mind 
may. more clearly diſcern. between: thing 
that. differ ; - my., will; may become more 
- caſie;''to all that is. good ,+ and more ob 
ſinate againſt - all: that js -evil3/and - that 
every aftettion.. and-,paſhon; may be: more 
gentle ;.and ſubmiſſive to the government 
of- thy holy Laws. - Poſſeſs. my. heart a- 
gainſt- all -the force of: temptations by 
never. dying ſenſe .of thy - goodneſs, and 
a remembrance ..of 'thoſ$-joys which thou 
haſt prepared for . thoſe ; that. love thee. 
© that all my - graces may. receive increaſe 
of nouriſhment : - that I may. more per- 
fly. imitate - the humility , -the - meek- 
neſs, the patience, the charity, the re- 
Hgnation and abſolute obedience of my 
Lord and Maſter. Jeſus Chriſt, He hath 
bidden us believe, that thou wilt give 
thy holy Spirit to thoſe - that ask it; as 
readily - as. an earthly Parent gives bread 
to : his Children...- O let the power of that 
attend pon .me, to fix my wandring 
thoughts , to raife up my heavy and dull 
atfetions, and to form: all my- holy pur- 
| poſes into a fetled difpoſition and tem: 
per. of heart, ts comply - with thy bleſ- 
&d- will a every thang. } am not woy- 


thy 
> 4 -* 
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thy, I confeſs, of the ſmalleſt crumb of 
thy mercy : but thou haſt made me to 
hope for . theſe great bleffings.,, through 
thy Grace declared unto us in Chriſt Jeſus. 
In whoſe. words I farther recommend 
my ſelf unto, thy. mercifull © kindneſs , 
Gying, | 


Aur Father, &, 
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A Meditation ſome time afterward. 


WH you haye leiſure to retire alone by 
your ſelf, you may fay to your ſelf 2; 
the People did, when they beheld the fick 
man at our Saviour's word take up his Bed 
and walk ( Luke 5. 26.) I have ſeen ſtrange 
things to day. 1 haveſeen the marvellous love 
of Heaven to us {infull duſt and aſhes. I have 
ſeen how the Son of God died for the love of 
us: how the bleſſed Jeſus was hanged and 
bled upon a Croſs for. our ſalvation. I have 
beheld him preſenting himſelf unto me; and 
offering to make me partaker of all his bene- 
fits With what affections did 1 meet and 
receive his ſtrange love? Did not my heart 
burn within me when he opened the ceunſels 
of his heart to me? Did it not melt and 
ſolve into love, when he ſhewed me how pal- 
fonately he loved me? Did not I ofter_m 

ſelf both Soul and Body to him, and promite 
to be his faithfull ſervant! Did I not remem- 
ber that I was his already, -and renew my 
vows to cleave unto him m loyal obedience? 
O what a transforming ſight was it, ro be- 
hold Jeſus, who was maae 4 little lower than 
Angels for the ſuffering of death, crowned with 
., glory and hononr ; and promiling by patient con- 
+}. -xinuance in well-doing,to lift me up allo at laſt 
*\nto glory ! Lord, what is man that thou th- 


keſ 
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knowledge of him ! or the ſon 
| nap make [t — Plal. 144. 3. 
'bim! How is it poſlible to | 
this love, or my own engagements ? For 
what pleaſures ſhall 1 leave theſe, of Commu- 
nion with God and my gracious Mafter Chriſt 
Jefus? You offer too little, all ye flattering 
temptations upon earth, that would draw my 
affections trom fo great an happineſs, There 
can be nothing comparable, to being beloved- 
of the undoubted Lord of Heaven and: Earth» 
One thing have [ deſired of the 
Lord, that will 7 ſeek after; 'Plal. 27. 4- 
that 1 may dwell in the houſe of 
the Lord all the «yr of my life to behold the 
beauty of the Loyd, to inquire in his Tem- 
ple, This is ſufficient to in 


an holy life 
unto'me; that I may be always fig to be one 
of his Gueſts, to feaſt with him at his Table, 


to be filled with his comforts, and live in 


to live with him-in endleſs joys And I 

but ſee what things he hath pretend for thoſe 
that love him, the height of his glory, the at- 
tendance of his Miniſters, the pleaſures that are 
at his right hand; there would be no more ſþi- 
rit in me, This little-that I have ſeen makes 
me fay, Happy are thoſe thy 
ſervants, that ſtand continually 
before thee. Bleſſed are they 
whom thou haſt choſen, and canu- 
ſed to approach unto thee; that 
they may dwell in thy heavenly 
corrts; they will ſtill be prai- 


1 Kifhgs 10.8. 
Pal. 65. 4. 

84 4- 

king 
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ſong thee." Þ. will-never + 
Plale 84. 10, a day m.thy towrtsis better thay 

! © 11,124 4t 6 I had tather be | 
mee”  door-keeper' in the houſe. of 
Ged, then 10 dwill is the texts of ithedue 
rs the Lord is < fop and a ome the Laird 
will give. grace 4nd glory : n0 good thing will le 
with-hold from they the wk pris ly. 0 
Ln oſts, bleſſed-is the man that truſteth 
3 t . | 


And here it will be fit torremember, how 
every deliberate {in after ſuch freſh experiences 
of God's goodneſs, new obligations. from him, 
and new reſolutions and-yows to him, will be 

. of a morecrimſon die; and-a bloodier nature. 
And therefore you muſt: be: ſober,: and watch 
unto Prayer. And remember wi on the 
other ſide, that every good aQtion will be the 
more acceptable, when it proceeds out of mere 
* #2 love'to our Maſter Jeſus, who hath loved us ( 
- much. , And: therefore always endeavour to 
2 1 ” - cm the one; by- refletting upon the other, 
'- © More particularly you. may reſolve to med: 
tate all-the Month following upon the great 


Iſaiah 53-.79. ſus. Whowas dumb as a ſheep 
before the ſhearers, and as 4 


. Lamb that is browght to the ſlaughter; He was 


When he was reviled, he reviled 
nat 


- 


MEEKNESS of the Lord Je 


ol oppreſſed and. he was aif.it- 
:3 Pet. 2. 23- #4, Jet he bpened' nat his Adonth: 


bd ad © & 3 _, 


EH 4 
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mt again: when he ſuffered, be threatned nat ; 
tat committed himſelf to him that judgeth righ- 
teowfly,, And Ib labour tatread inhis (teps, and 
to imitate him 1n this lovely 

grace, To ſpeak evil of no man, Tit. 3. 2, 3+ 
to be no brawlers, but gentle, _ 
ſhewing all meekneſs unto all men, For we our 
ſelves alſo were ſometimes foobſh, and diſobeds- 
ent, -and decerved, 8&c, T his vertue the Apo» 
ftles, -there and mm other pla- 
ces *-,/ require us to exerciſe, e- * 1Pet. 3, 
ſpecially -troward Rulers ayd 
Governors. And $, Peter recommends this to 
wives as, the moſt handſome and becoming 
attire ; even the ornament of 4 

web 4nd quiet ſpirit, which itim 1 Pet+ 3. 4. 
the fieht E: Goa, of great price, 
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The Thankſgiving and Prayer 
follwing,  * 


ollawing. 


Raiſed be God. Let all Creatures in 
Heaven and Earth praiſe the Name 
of the Lord. For his Name alone is ex- 
cellent; his Glory is above Earth and 
Heaven, Glory be to thee, O God moſt 
high; the Creatour of all, the Father of 
Mercies; who openeſt thy hand, and fil. 
leſt every living thing with good, Bleſ- 
ſed be thy Name, O Son of the Father, 
the ever bleſſed Teſus, . to whom I hum- 
bly bow my elf, as the Image of God, 
the brightneſs of his Glory, the .Redee- 
mer of our Souls, the Mediatour of our 
ce, and our Intercefſour at the right 
and of the Majeſty on high. O thou 
holy Spirit of Grace, the Almighty Pow- 
er of God, inſpire my heart, that I may 
know, that I may acknowledge, that I 
may love, delight in, obey and praiſe 
the Lord our God from henceforth and 
for ever, 


Thanks be to the eternal Goodneſs for 
the everlaſting Goſpel; for the conſtant 
ſervices 


R_ — —_ ail wvA.d>þ>-n__-T-_ 4a co wot. wade. it. win AC - 
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ſervices of thy Miniſters ; for the happy 
Communion of Saints ; for all the com- 
forts of food and health, and peace, and 
friends : ; above all for the death, reſur- 
reftion, aſcenſion and exaltatien of our 
Lord Jeſus, for all the fruits of them ; and 
for the earneſts and pledges I have re- 
ceived, of forgiveneſs of fins and im- 
mortal life. One day is too ſhort to re- 
count thy Mercies. While I live I ſhall 
never be able to find out, how much 
thou haſt already loved me, how many 
blefings thou haſt loaded me withall, 
fince I came into this world. And yet in 
the carefull improvement of theſe, thou 
intendeſt to bring me to higher and end- 
les felicity. O that the remembrance 
of what I have ſeen and felt of. thy love, 
may always cleave unte my mind : and 
that I may every day ſee and be made. 
ſenſible of more. That the powerfull ope- 
ration of it in my heart, may defend me 
apainſt all the allurements of the World 
and the fleſh : and nothing may be able 
to entice me from my duty, nor be hard 
and difficult to doe for thy mighty love. 
Incline my heart, O Lord, continually 
towards thee; that I may know I love 


thee, by thinking often of thee, and de- 


lighting 


195 Meditations and Prayers. Mar, 


lighting to be with thee, and ſtudying 
in all things to cofrfform my ef 'to thy 
bleſſed Nature ahd Will. That having 
thee always before 'mine eyes; thy Ho- 
line and Righteornſheſs =y move me 
to purife my heart throughly from all 
worldly - and 'flefhly lufts : thy - greatnck 
may breed in me much reverence, - fear 
and humility , © and ' thy tender-' mercies 
incline me to pitifulnefs, bowels 'of mer. 
cies, and readineſs to doe all 'ps0d;. Giye 
me ſuch apprehenfiors of thy truth and 
faithfulneſs ; that 4 may entirely truſt 
thee, and rely up6n 'thy promiſes : of 
thine unerring Wiſdom, "that 'T may re- 
ſign my underſtanding to-'thee, and be 
perfettly - contented © with whatſocver 
thou appointeſt. Diſpoſe my  Bovl 6, 
that a ſerious ſenſe of thine Omniſcience 
may 'oh all occaſions - -over-awe every 
thought of my mind and -motion of my 
will into order and -obedience : and thy 
atient goodneſs ſuppreſs all angry af- 
etions in me; and make 'me Fpentle, 
long-ſuffering, ant forbearing ' others in 
love. Repreſer't thine 'infinite fulneſs., 
O Lord , continually unto me ; that it 
may engape. me 'in eternal 'thoughts of 
thee ; and make me Tcjoyee + the hap- 
| j pineſs 
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fineſs - of 'being one: of thy Children, and 
a Heir of thy Glory. There is nothing 
mote my heart can deſire; but onely that f 
may fill - receive! more pledges of thy Fa: 
therly love : - and have grace to keep my 
foil {© pure and -undeftiled, that oar Lord 
may delight to manifeſt himfelf to rhe, and 
Se his abode with me. 


Reigh in me,”'O blefſed Lord, and in all - 
the World. Subdue all the'enemies of thy 
Croſs. Advance it aboveall the Crowns 
of the Kings of the Eatth :' that. they 'may 
become thy ' obedient Subjects. . OG 'that 
thoſe of them, who call upon thy Name, 
may be nurſing Fathers to thy Church : 
and promote Chriſtian piety by their high 
authority and great examples. Iiluminate 
all the Biſhops and Paſtours of thy Flock; 
that they may feed thy People with Wiſ- 
dom and Underſtanding, and lead them in 
the ways of Righteouſneſs. Bleſs all my 
friends : pardon and change all my Ene- 
mies. Comfort and relieve all forts of mi- 
krable people. And grant us ſeaſonable 
Weather, that the Earth may bring forth 
her increaſe. 


Accept of my hearty thanks which I 
tender 
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tender thee again for. all thy mercies both | 
to-my-foul and body! which are more than 
thought can.number./ Accept of this obla. 
tion of ; my whole' ſelf, which I have de. 
voutly conſecrated unto thee ;- deſiring to 
render- all /praiſe, thankſgiving, love and 
hearty ſeryice to thee eternally. - 


Now the God of all grac, 

- x Pet.5. 10; who hath / called us mnto hi; 

11, eternal glory by Chriſt Feſus, 

make us all perfe&, ſtabliſh, 

frrengthen, ſettle us. To him bs glory and 
dominion for ever and ever, Amen, 
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The Meditation ſome day before the 
© . Sacrament. 


Mong the innumerable ſwarms of 
people that are upon-the face of the 
earth, how few are there that: know 
the great love of God in Chriſt Je- 
ſus'our Lord! And among thoſe few that-khow 
It, alas, how ſmall a number are there that 
remember it, and celebrate it conſtantly with : 
thoſe praiſes and thankfull acknowledgments, 
which 1t eternally deſerves ! O what a; grace 1s 
this, which I am partaker of, that I ſhould be 
made « fellow Citizen with the | | 
Saints and of the Houſhold of Ephet, 2.19. 
God! That I ſhould know what 
1s the ROWS of the glory of this Colol. Ie3Þ» \, _ 
Myſtery; which is Chriſt among 45+. oa 

# the hope of glory! 1 am infinitely-$ndeg! ww. .* "os 
the Divine goodne(s,. which inclunes my. heart;c{ 

allo. to. go and commemorate this love. in the +! 

aſſembly. of his Saints;' who all like a ſpiritual, 
building fitly framed together, ny 
grow into. au holy Temple inthe Ephel, 2- 2h 

Lord, There the Log name mes 7 


- - 0» 


IS 


0 _— 7 X 
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is -continually praiſed. There he delights to 
dwell and yet og them for his habitation, 
- There is the voice y and Cadets: and 
I Gam he ba bleflings of his he 


O come, m Ln, et us 
- Plat 95% 6. w/hj and bow : Let w 
ho: ana kneel ve She Lord 


a7 Maker. Loh\ us exalt the Lord our God, 
| and make the voice of his pra 
66.8. to be heard. Lit us give himt 


honowr due unto his name, and 


A By: ; J oor hi. For the Lord is graci- 
7 Ba "BY 5.  *%s, and his mercy iseverlaſting, 
= s 14 and his trath endurerh from ge- 
© oy 449 wor Thy reverence, thy faith, 
MY holy nekibns thy hunger and 
I hope, ſtill alive : wherewith we 

4 tt, <tr boker into his preſence, T hou haft 
> not fOrgot ſure the meaning of this holy: Feaſt: 

# + the ſweetnelsof which may-well preſerve a me- 
mory of the ends for which our Lord invites 
thee to-it, Let us go then with an humble con- 
fidence, to admire and proclaim once more, the 
mito love of God our $viour, Let us openly 
clar we. are by hace and. followers: 


-him.- It is abe your = » fince we 
have __ nr bone duty whe 
; right, 'meet our bounden to praiſe 
| him conmually ; wo and- ferve _ 


it 


96.8; worſhip the Lord with "bo 


dom of the Father, and keep a perpetual Feaſt 
"with him in Heaven, | 
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with Body and Soul which he hath redeemed. 
Let os go and thank him therefore that he 
wootd come down from Heavert to us: that he 
will accept us for his ſervants; and fer any 
eſteem upon our poor obedience :- and that he 
will ill from Heavert viſit us; and not leave 
us comfortlets without his holy prefence with: 
w. So may we rejoyce in his Salvation; ant- 
repreſent with gladfome hearts his Sacrifice ts 
God for our expiation ; and fix our eyes port 
that glory where he is mthroned: hoping we 
ſhall one day fit down with him ini the King- 


What ſhould hinder us, O my ſoul, frem go- 
mg to-begin to be fo ap 2 Search and try, 
examine and prove thy 44 Haſt tho nof # 
mind to know and doe the whole will of God; 
with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and 
with all thy ſtrength ? Doſt thou not chuſe to 
be poor in ſpirit, meek, mercifull, oem heart, 
a peace-maker, a patient ſufferer righteouls 
nels ſake? and art thou not deſirous to make an 
Increaſe of all theſe by going to his holy Table25.# 
Be not diſcouraged then, 5xt know that the." 

Lord hath choſen him that ts ASS. 
fad for himſelf, The Lorawill Pfal.4.3,5,6. 

Te the fe ifs _ p e a 4 
and offer the ſacrifices of righteonſne[s; and put -_ . 
thy truſt in the Lord. There be aan that 5/24 Ee 
Woo will ſhew us any good? But let thy voice © * 
be,. Lord, lift thow up the light of thy counte- 
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mf nance upon me, 1 thou mine 

s that 1 bo p: v4 wondrou 
things out of thy Goſpel, Make 
me able to comprehend with J 
19, Saints what is the breadth, and 
| length, and depth, and heighth: 
and to know the love of Chriſt, which paſſeth 
knowledge. This ſhall put gladneſs inmy heart, 


ore than inthe time when their corn and wine in- 


* creaſed. For thine are riches, and power, and 


honour, and pleaſure: and they whom thou lo- 
veſt, can want nothing that is good. Thoy, 
Lord, wilt bleſs the righteous: 
with favour wilt thou compaſ; 
him as with <__ The mech 
ſhall eat and 'be ſatisfied: the) 


22. 26, 
{hall praiſe the Lord that ſeek 


bs jo tam; oar heart ſhall tive for ever, 
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The Prayer ſome. time before. the 


Communion. 


Lord, who filleſt all things, and de- 
lighteſt to pour out thy bleſſings 
upon all thy works: eſpecially into humble 
ſpirits, who empty themſelves of all their 
own defires, that they may be filled with 
thy holy truth : Behold -a poor foul, that 
opens it ſelf to thy . bounteous goodneſs ; 
though with much ſhame and confulton of 
face, when I remember how much of thy 
Grace I have refuſed, or in vain received. 
Thou haſt ſent .me, I acknowledge, unask- 
ed, innumerable benefits ; and I have found 
thee in my very heart, when I ſought not 
after thee. Often have I felt holy thoughts: 
ſpringing up in my mind ; and pious affe- 
(tions -carrying my heart away from all 
theſe earthly vanities. Many godly- pur- 
poſes haſt thou wrought in me z and 'made 
me to taſte how happy a thing it is to'love 
thee, and be beloved of thee. 8% 
O God, thou haſt taught me Pal. 7T% 17. 
from my youth, and early in- A 
{tructed me in the knowledge of thy:truth, 
Thou haſt prevented all my deſires ; and fg- 
K 3 cretly 


[ Gp "Meditation _s Fog * 
|. ”, eretly diſpoſed my will, to chuſe the ways 
. - - of vertue and piety. Hitherto I have decjy. 
red thy wondrous works ; and every day 

© brings along with it, new teſtimonies of thy 
moſt fatherly care and providence. But 
all this onely reproaches me, for my ſhame- 
full negligence, ingratitude, and unfruit. 
fulnefs in the knowledge of the Lord Je 
fus : and makes me deſpair of receiving any 
more of thy Grace : unleſs thou wilt mag- 
nific the riches of it, in thy patient and 
long ſuffering charity to- 

Col.3.12,13. wards me, Thou haſt re- 
quired us to put on bowels 

of mercy, kindneſs, condeſcenſion ; for- 
bearing and forgiving one another , if 
any man have a quarrel 

x Cor, 1+ againſt any. ; And haft 
A: > taught us ſuch charity as is 

"> —_— and ſuffereth long , 
-12,5D80d eareth>alh things. And therefore 


hope in thee$ who haſt made thy ſelf the 

© pattern of tenderneſs and compaſſion to 
us in.Chriſt Jeſus. There is ſomething 
of thy ſelf likewiſe ſtill remaining in me. 
FT fell my heart inclining towards thee ; 
top: to have a more lively knowledge 
S thee, and to be. made thoroughly good 
and 
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and perfectly like thee. Which emboldens 
me'the 'more to wait upon thee, and to 0- 
pen my heart for new communications of 
thy holy Spirit to me. O thou who givelſt 
food to all fleſh, who fatisfieſt the cravings 
of every living thing : deny - not the defires. . 
of an immortal ſoul which hungers and 
thirſts to be filled with the 

fruit of the Spirit,  a/l g:od- Epheſ; 5. 9. 
neſs ond righreonfieſ , and 

truth, Tt is not thy pardon -onely which E 
crave, and humbly hope for through thy 
mercy in Chriſt : but a power from above 
continually to afliſt the holy refolutions,, 
thou haft wrought in me z 70 

deny all ungodlineſs and worldly Titus 2. 12. 

lifts; and to live ſoberly pigh- 

trouſly and godly in this prefent- 

world. I have choſen, O Lord, Pſalurg.30. 
the way of truth: thy judg- 10g11,38. 

ments have 1 laid before-me. | 

Thy word have I hid in my heart that F 
might not ſin againſt thee. I have gone 4- 
fray : but now 1 will meditate in thy pre- 
repts, and have reſpett unto thy ways, I will 
delight my felf in thy ſtatutes: 1 will not 
forget thy word. With my whole heart do 
I ſeek thee: O let me not wander from thy 


Commandments. But ſtabliſh thy word-unto- 


K. 4 thy. 
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* thy ſervant, who is devoted to thy fear, Hyll 

up my goings in thy paths, that 
Pal. 27. 5. my foot-ſteps ſlip not. 


And give me' leave, good Lord, to ay- 
proach to thy Fable, and there to dedicate 
my ſelf again unto thee, and receive fref 
tokens of thy grace and favour towards me. 
_.T am not worthy, I confeſs, to be ſeen in 

thy ſacred preſence: But. fince thou haſt 
wrought in me a will to: pleaſe: thee in all 
things ; I deſire that I may humbly appear 
and profeſs it before thee : and +wait upon 
thee for a power to doe, according to the 
purpoſes of my heart. O thou who ſearchelt 
|. the. hearts, and knoweſt what is in man: 
deal with me according to- the ſincerity of 
my foul. - And open my eyes that I may fee 
it, if-there be any evil way \in me: any 
pride;-any covetouſnes, any impurity, any 
hatred or uncharitableneſs. For I renounce 
them all; and unfeignedly reſolve 7o 

juſtly, and to walk hambly wit) 
Mich. 6. 8... - my God.” \Let theſe words if 
my mouth, and meditations of 
Pial. 19.14. my heart be acceptable in thy 
fight, O Lord my:;ſtrength and 
« myredeemer. And whenl come to'thy holy 

Table, may I feel that thou. haſt prng 

\ them : 


4 
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them : by inſpiring me with ſtronger pur- 
poſes to continue in thy obedience ; and 
lifting me up to an higher degree of love 
to thee and my blefled Saviour. Raiſe me, 
0 Lord, fo high, that I may be out of the 
reach of the temptations of the World and 
the Devil: or at leaſt they may never be a- 
ble to draw me down to follow any - ſinful - 
luſts and deſires. O Lord hear ; 

O Lord forgive: O Lord, Dan. 9, 19. 
hearken and doe, according to 

thy infinite mercies declared in Chriſt Je- 
ſus ; and the moſt comprehenſive meaning 
of his own holy words, in which he hath - 
taught us to pray, ſaying, 


Our. Father, &c.-. 
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A' Meditation afterward at home. 


THE next time thou vitſiteſt thy Soul, ask 
it if it obſerved well that glorious Perſon 
who feaſted theeat his Table: and marked the 
kind and | — words which he ſpake unto 
thee, by the repreſentation of his broken Bo- 
dy, and Blood that was ſhed for thy fake. 
Alas! wilt thou fay, I ſhould not have been 
here, if I had had a clear view of his glorics, 
He would have carried me to Heaven with him 
x my heart had been poſſeſſed with the fulneſ 
of his love. My eyes are too weak to behold 
his perfeftions : my thoughts too narrow to 
comprehend the unſearchable riches of his 


grace. 


But haſt rhou not ſeen ſomething of him? 
Did not many of his. beauteous Graces ſhine 
fairly in-thine eyes? Did he not even force up- 
an. thee ſome {enſe of his wondrous Goodnels 
and Charity ? And hath he not put himfelf, by 
ſenſible tokens, into thy very. hands; nay, en- 
tred into thine heart, and told thee, that he 
hath deſired it for his habitation ? Where is he 
then 2 What haſt thou done with him ? Are 
the thoughts of him vaniſhed already out of 
thy-mind? Doth the loye of him languiſh and 
die thus ſoon in thy breaſt 2 Art thow- content 
to let him go, and ſee him no more till the 


©. fame folemnuty come about again? 


How. 


Ap. | WEAdit at Joms and Prayer 5. 207 


"How: wilt thou be able then to appear be-- 
fore him , at that time? With what face: 
wit thou look upon him, whom thoa ſligh- 
teſt ſo much, as to love any com better 

an his ? Will it not confound. thee.to think 
that thou art bur a ſtranger to him, though 
thou haſt been ſo often with him 2 And that 


He can find nothing of lnmſedlf 'in- thee, no, 


not after ſo many. profeſſions of the great 
love and friendſhip to him? O let him ſee, 
that he hath not. beſtowed himſelf on one - 
that knows not how to yalue-fo divine a. 
Gueſt. Preſerve an everlaſting memory of his: 
dying love. Never fail to thank him for ir. 
every day, with the greateſt: paſſion thou art 
able to excite, Look on him ſeniouſly, and: 
ſtudy to be like him. Never take off thine: 
es from his beauties, till all his lovely-qua- 
ties be imprinted on thy heart. Imitate. his- 
humility and great condeſcenſion to us of low- 
eſtate. Learn of him to be 


= 


meek and lowly in heart. fatth.11.29.. 


Walk in love as Chriſt alfo 

hath loved us, and given him- Epteſ! 5.2. 
ſelf for us, an offering and a 

Sacrifice to God for a ſweet 

ſmelling favour. Purifie thy 1:John- 4; 3. 
felf even as he is pure. Let ' 

thy converſation be without Heb, 13. 5+- 
edvetouſneſs ; and be content 

with ſuch things as thou haſt. 

Traft in the Ford, and do P/al. 37.3. 


and! 


good.; make. him thy hope. 


and as Bip portien. [+ Thc as long as ne” hv, 
FER fight ie non [i be, to behold our Loc 


up and down'in the. world! To 
VINg þ paces the meek, th 
mercifull, the usagain upon the eart 
| eN ol ee to. be ha bog ne man, in 
om appear. Let not his image an 
Iikenels. be loft, whilft thou art v0 ade and 
labour to Teave it upon others when thou art 
dead and'gone. 


articularly, thou. mayeſt reſolve all this 

Mod to. meditate often on the.-P AT 1. 

"ENCE. of our/Lord, under all, the rude at 

fronts and-cruel pains he endured from his ene- 

mes. and the great dulnefs, untowardnels, and 

- flownels to believe, which he found in his Dil. 

 Ciples. . That fo Pamence may 

James I. 4 have. its od fett work mn thee ; 

* © to the end thou mayſt be perfett, 

and entire, wanting nothing, For we have need 

of Patience; that after "we have 

Heb, 10.36, done the will of God, we ma 

| receive the promiſe. Reſt in the 

Lord therefore, and ws Prue, or him : fret 
not thy ſe 

Pfl 37.7. _proſpereth in his way, becauſe « 

the man who bringeth wicked ac- 

vices tops. Refolvenot to be diſcouraged in thy 

Chriſtian courſe, whatſoeverit be that thou art to 

doe or ſuffer. Warn them that are 

1 Theſ,'5. 14 wnrwb: comfort the feeble minaed, 


ſupport 
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If becauſe of him who 
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wt the weat,; be patient towards all men. 
bring that this 4s the character of thoſe 
who received the heavenly feed with honeſt 
and -hearts; that they 
Frome ft forth fruit with pati- Luk. 8. 15- 
And we know that the 
Frit off patience 5s experience ;'" Rom. 3 4- 
ahd experience worketh hope; | 
and hope maketh not aſhamed. 
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The Thankſgiving and Prayer. 


| A LL thy works praiſe thee, O Lord; 

they proclaim "thy Greatneſs, thy 
Wiſdom, thy Power, and Goodneſs , 
throughout the world. There is no place 


in Heaven or.Earth where their voice s 


not heard, But the mouths of rational 
Creatures ought moſt to be filled with 
thy praiſes, whom thou haſt - made to 
underſtand the wiſdom and majeſty of 
all thy works. We our ſelves, O Lord, 
are fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Thou haſt adorned Mankind with moſt 
noble perfeCtions, and given us domini- 
on: over the works of thy hand. And 
after we had deſpiſed this honour which 
thou didſt us, chuſing to become like 


the beaſts that periſh: thou waſt pleaſed 


to doe us a greater; and to demonitrate 
an infinite wiſdom, power and charity 
in our- recovery by Chriſt Jeſus, I bleſs 
thee, O God, for that abundant grace ; 
and for that part and portion which 
thou haſt given me in it, That thou 
wait pleaſed to come fo lovingly, and 


dwell. 
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dwell among us and appear in the like- 
ne of finfull fleſh : to what 'can I aſcribe 
it , but thine incomprehenfible love , and 
readinefs to doe us good ? I moſt hear- 
tily thank thee, that thou wouldſt fo 
mercifully comfort us by thy Divine pre. 
ſence among us; and encourage us to 
hope in thee , th#t thou wilt not deſtroy 
us. And that thou haſt proclaimed as 


" much by thine eternal Word , and bid- 


den us to hope in thy mercy. Above 
all, that thou haſt afſured_us by his Death 
and Paſſion, that thou wilt pardon our 
fins; and by his reſurrettion, that thou 
wilt beſtow on us eternal Life. There is 
no end, O Lord, of thy loving kindneſs. 
For thou continueſt to give us new af- 
furances and tokens of thy good will to- 
wards us: and haſt now entertained me 
at thine own Table , with his moſt pre- 
cious Body and Blood. - It is too little, 
O God of all grace, to give thee my elf, 
if I had any more to give. All that I 
can doe, is again and again to give my 
felf to thee. And as I have at thine Al- 
tar offered my whole ſoul and body to be 
employed according to thy holy will and 
pleaſure: ſo I continue here ro renew 
my devotion to thee; and to oblige my 


. ſelf by repeated vows to be thy ſervant, 
I hope I ſhall never ſuffer thy love to ſlip 
out of my mind ; nor forget the' promj. 
ſes wherein I ſtand ingaged to thee, Yea, 
that thou in thine abundant goodneſs wilt 
always accompany me by thy 'holy Syj. 
rit, ( which our Lord hath bid me « 
pet from thee ,) to preſerve alive his 
memory in my heart : that I may ever 
be a follower of him in poverty of ſpirit, 
in meekneſs, in mercifulneſs , in purity 
of heart, in peaceableneſs and ſtudying 
| to be quiet. And the Lord 
2 Thell.3.5. direc my heart to the low 

of God, and the patient 
waiting for Chriſt, That I may endure 
all the troubles of this life with a com: 
poſed conſtant ſpirit; and never repine 
at any thing that befalls me. That I 
may .chearfully ſuffer for righteouſnek 

ſake; and taking up my Croſs 
Heb.12.1,2. run with patience the race 
| that is ſet before- me': look 
ing unto Feſws', the author and finiſher of 
our faith ; who for the joy that was ſet 
before him, endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the 
ſhame, and # ſet down at the right hand of 
the Throne of glory. 


Now 
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Now the God of patience 
ind" confolation grant 4 all to Rom. 15. 5, 
beltke minded one toward a- 6, 7. 
wether, according to Chriſt 
Zeſws. That all Chriſtian people may with 
one mind , and one mouth, glorifie thee our 
God : and receive one another, as Chriſt al- 
ſo recerved us into thy glory. Unite our 
hearts in love and charity , and give us 
grace to follow after thoſe 
things which make for peace Rom.14.19. 
and things wherewith one 
may edifie another, O that the power of all 
Chriſtian Kings and Rulers may be em- 
ployed to be a terrour to all evil doers ; 
and to give praiſe and encouragement , 
to all that do well, That all the ſervants 
of the Lord in holy Oftices 
may be gentle unto all mevy, 2 Tim.2. 24. 
apt to teach, patient, in meek- F 


meſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves. 


And all thoſe that are under their- care , 
may have the grace fo e- 
fteem them very highly in 1 Theſs.13. 
love for their works ſake : 
and laying apart all filthineſs Jam. 1. 21. 
and ſuperfluity of naughti- 
neſs, receive with meekneſs the ingrafted word, 
which t able to ſve their ſouls, T recom- 
mend 
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mend to thy mercies all the poor, the ſick, 
the fatherleſs and widows ; and whoſo- 
ever are in any diſtreſs: that they ma 
remember the words of the Lord Tels, 
and in their patience poſſes | - 
Luke21.19, their Souls, And the Lord 
deliver us all. from every 
2 Tim.4.18. evil work : and preſerve 
unto his heavenly kingdom : 
_ to whom be glory for ever and ever, Amen, | 


NM 
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Meditation ſome day before the 
Sacrament, 


Aſt your eyes now on the beautifull 
face of the earth, and ſee how all 
things ſmile pen you, How God 
hath crowned the Year with his 

goes, and cloathed the Paſtures with 
the Gardens with Flowers and Fruits, 

and the Vallies with Corn, 

How the little Hills, as the P/al. 65. 

Plalmiſt ſpeaks, are girded _ | 

with gladneſs; and every Creature ſhouts 

for joy and fings. And then think with thy 

ſelf, how uncomely it is that thou ſhou 

be the onely dull and filent thing ; whom 

the Lord hath adorned with greater riches 


'and honour ; and ſet over all the works of his 


hands. Think what nobler beauties he hath 
made - thee to behold, and ſet before th 
mind : even himſelf in all his glory, whi 
ſhines upon thee in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Think how he calls thee to a Paradiſe of de- 
lghr, now that he hath invited thee to his 


holy Table ; where he repreſents unto thee 


the Son of his love, the exprels image of his 
perſon , 
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perſon , and all the happy fruits of his mani. 
feſtation in our fleſh. Bid thy foul therefor; 
awake, and meditate on his humble deſcent 
from Heaven for our fake, with the acclam. 
tions of all the Heavenly Hoſt ; on all his mi. 
raculous works of charity ; his holy and uſe 
full life ; his bitter paſſhon ; his bloudy and 
ſhamefull death ; his glorious reſurrection 
and aſcenſion ; his power at the right hand of 
God ; and all the benefits he hath by the 
means obtained to us, and crowned our'nz- 
ture withall. Bid it ſing aloud, and ge 
praiſe, and ſhout for joy- Stir up all that i; 
within thee , to bleſs his holy Name. That 
while all things round about thee are freſh, 
and fpirituous, and full of life ; thou mayſt 
not remain the onely dead and heartlefs crea- 
ture-: but ſpring up together with the reſt, 
in all the of ſpiritual lite, Say- to th 
ſelf, what a new world do I ſee? God dwel- 
ling here among men. God in Chriſt reconc- 
ling the world to himſelf, not impating their tre- 
ſpaſſes unto them, Friendſhip made between 
Heaven and Earth. Dear! ſwallowed wp in 
vittory. The gate of Heaven opened to all Be- 
lievers- Jeſus our forerunner, there already 
enthroned, waiting for all his faithfull- follow 
ers; and filling them now with good hope; 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 


- © what a glorious ſight is this : which the 
Angels themſelves admired ! What a new hea 


ven and new earth ſhould this have made, where- 
: I» 
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in dwelleth righteouſneſs? What ails us, that 
we.do- not all become new creatures ? And 
beholding as in 4 glaſs the glory of our Lord, are 
mt changed into the ſame image, from glory to 
ni. | gle; even as by the Spirit of the Lora? Tam 
aſhamed of my barrenneſs in the knowledge 
of Chriſt Jeſus: into whom I was ingrafted 


n | long ago. * It is high time to be more fruitful 

x | inall good works. For he hath 

7 kid, that every branch in me John 15. 2,8. 

\. | that beareth not fruit, my Fa- 

i | ther taketh away : and every branch that bear- 

| th fruit, he purgeth it, that it may wh forth 
more fruit, And herein is my Father glorified, 


"| the e bear much fruit, ſo ſhall ye be my aiſci- 

| | pes. I will go therefore and open my heart 
to him who 1s the root and fountain of lite ; 
that I may derive new ſpirit, vigour and 
ſtrength from him. I will go and declare, that 
E beheve in him : that I have placed my hope 
paar: and fatisfaction mn his love; a 
value his favour and bleſſing more than all the 
world, I will ſhew him how I long to be 
changed more and more into this divine 1- 


mage : and am reſolved to a- 
bide in him, and that his word Verſe 7. 


- abide in me, I will give 
aſſurance of it I am able; by re-- 
my covenant with him ; and making 


acheartull oblation of all that I am, and have; 
and can doe, unto his ſervice. Then ſure he 
will communicate more of himſelf unto me. I 
ſhall feel his divine power and virtue quick- 
ning 


- 
- 
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ning me : and becauſe he lives, 
Jokn 14- 19. I Bn live alſo. The Sun 
when he returns to viſit us 
with. his warmth, doth not more revive all 
thmgs, and renew ' the face of the earth, than 
I ſhall find him enlivening and renewing me: 
that I may have my frwit unto 
Rom. 6. 22. Holineſs, pd the end everlaſti 
- For he himſelf hath ſaid, 
John 15. 7. Jf ye abide in me, and my words 
de in you, ye ſhall 25k what 
you will, and it ſhall be done unto you, Be it 
unto me, O Lord, according to thy word, 1 
ask nothing , bur that I may ftill have the 
grace to continue in thy love, by keeping thy 
Commandments. That I may grow and in- 
creafe tm wifdom and holineſs ; and be filled 
with all the fruits of the m= 
Gal. 5. 22. me Wirh love, joy oy 
affering , gentens, </Tw | 
faith, II temperance : ie they 
may abound in me more def —_ to thy 
praiſe and glory. Amen. 


The 


, 
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The Prayer ſome time before. 


Moſt blefſed God, who art moſt 
lovely in thy felf and in all thy 
works : and full of love and kindneſs to 
uw whom thou haſt made to underſtand 
glorious perfections. Thou art be- 
loved of all thoſe that ſeriouſly fix their 
ejes on the beauties of thy Holineſs, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs; and obferve thy 
bounty to all thy Creatures. Thoufands 
of Angels and Saints thou haſt, whoſe 
hearts burn continually with love to 
thee: and thou haſt had many faithfull 
ſervants that have died for the love of 
thee, I am one of thoſe fools and ſenf- 
leſs wretches, that have loved every thing 
better than thee my Creator, and mer- 
cifull Saviour. While others have: burnt 
in the fires for thee, I have been un- 
willing fometimes to take the pgins of a 
few ferious thoughts. about thee: And 
my mind, at beſt, is apt to ftart away 
trom that moſt heavenly employment : 
It is hard to think, even of thy ſurpa{- 
ing kindneſs to me without ts: 
uct 


but for a. few moments. I am too un- 
like the ancient Diſciples of the Lord 
Jeſus : - being - prone- to content my ſelf 
with reading or hearing thy Word ; with 
ſpeaking of thee,. or praying to thee: and 
all many times without any love, or but 
with little afteftion to thee, Yea, while 
I make' mention of thy love, I'am not & 
much in love with thee, as it deſerves. I 
have beheld the Sun of righteouſheſs ſhi- 
ning upon me, and received the deareſt 
pledges of thy loving kindneſs, without 
that warmth and heat of -Jove which it 
might have excited. The livelieſt Truths 
have not - penetrated ſo deep, as they 
ſhould, into my heart. But though thou 
haſt been pleaſed to intreat ſo earneſtly, 
and promiſe ſo liberally, as if thou ſhould- 
eſt be indebted to me for my love; it hath 
many times but little ſtirred' this dull foul 
towards thee. [Thou haſt loved usſo much 
as to purchaſe our love at any rate : having 
redeemed us with thy Son's Blood, which 
is: the greateſt price; and called us to thy 
Kingdom and Glory, which is the greateſt 
reward : but alas! how unconcerned have 
I been, : too often, in- all theſe wonders of 
thy love ? 


I am 
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[am aſhamed of my ſelf. I bluſh -to 
think that after ſo long acquaintance 
with thee, I ſhould love thee and - de» 
t in thee to no higher a:degree. 
hich is. the onely thing, -next -to thy 
Grace, which pities our weaknefles, that 
& me hope I ſhall at laſt love thee far 
better. Still make me more aſhamed , 
that after all thy care and pains + thon 
ſhouldſt - ſee & little of thy elf ,in me. 
And affiſt me by the: power of a mighty 
grace, which 1 will endeavour to im 
prove, to fix mine eyes more ſtedfaſtly 
on thee, and to ſtay my thoughts with 
thee; till I love thee ſo much .as;'to''be 
changed into thy likeneſs. Now ithat-.I 
am going to commemorate thy 'Joye-in 
Chriſt Jeſus, let not my ingratitude, pro 
yoke thee to abſent thy ſelf from me z 
but according to the gracious Covenant 
thou haſt made with us in his Blood, be 
mercifull to my ſins, and -rememhber not 
mine iniquities againſt.'.me. Make me 
know and feel that thou doſt pardan me, 
by exciting holy reſolutions in me to pu- 
rite my heart more *perfettly ; and diſ- 
poſing me intirely - to: 1gy#e thy - holy: na- 
ture and will, and conform: my ſelf unto 
t'in all things, O _ all carnal affei- 
| ONS 


SL 
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ons may die in me. amd all things belonging 
Fo the Spirit, may live and grow in me. That 
may have power ' aud ſirength to have vi. 
Fory,” and ta trinmph againſt the! Devil, the 
world and; the fleſn.; That 1 may utterly 
hate every thing that is evil ; and cleavw 
moſt afte&ionately to that which is good, 
Yea, that F may hate even Father and 
Mother, and. the - deareſt thing in this 
World, rather than fin againſt thee and 
forfake thee. That no relation, no plez- 
ſure, no "profitable enjoyment, may ever 
turn my heart from thee, but rather draw 
me to: thee, and make me more in love 
with thee. Alt thy Creatures may juſtly 
complain of me, if I ſhould not. lave thee 
above them all. But how thal-E anſiver 
to our Lord Jeſus, ifhis love ſhould not 
conſtrain me 2 O that the fpirit of thy 
ancient Saints may hereafter poſſeſs my 
heart. That I may cry ot 

PAI, 141.6. after: Gad, even the living 
God, That I may. watch for 

63.8. thee, more than they that 

} watch for the morning : And 

| my foul may follaw hard of- 
119.20. ter thee : aud; even break for 

FA the longing (it bath! to thy 
judgments at all: times, fa 

may 
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I may be a diligent follower 

of their doctrine, manner of 2 Tim. 3410. 

life, purpoſe, faith, long-ſuf- 

ſerine and patience, O that 3448 
e words of thy mouth may Pal. 11g. 


aud the boney-comb. That. 
.may. delight my. ſelf in thy 
dment  whith' 1 bave Pal 119.47. 
kved.\ And the light of thy | 
coantenance maybe better to me than life 
SO 290 FY 


Confirm and ſtretgthen, good Lord, all 

theſe , holy delires_ and diſpolition, which 

thou, haſt wrought in my: heart + that they 

may--ripen -into.All/the-fouits of righteouſ- 

nels, 7 op Caritt Jeſus to thy' praiſe 
n 


EY to me than the ©; , 103- 


ad glory.. - holy-words-E farther re- 
commend my "ſelf to thine itifinite mercies, 
1111-0 end Lhe Tee y: 21 
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The Meditation afterward .at home. 


Love; what haſt: thou done?. aid an holy 
man, When, he thought of the Mercies of 
Godin Chriſt Jeſus. - Thou Þb teſt the Son 
of God down from Heaven, arid madeſt him 
appear in the likeneſs of Man. Thou teſt 

hiny to: his Croſs, and '"madeſt him an ofteri 
«6 ol rey pe 017 ho 

what wonldſtth mayſt thouſay tot 
if) if thou Gaſt but poſſe our hearts? 
That which made him like to us, and brought 
y him down hither, would make us like to God, 
--*, andcarry us up to Heaven, If I did but love 
- © -God, what could he demand: of me which [ 
© |. "dvr 4 doe? How naturally 
Thould 1 ſtudy: to pl oth How: eafie and 
.y» - | it to ' 
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all his ways pleaſantnefs, 
And it-not be 


: 
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lieve; That be 1s the Father, Almighty, os 
whom the whole family of Heaven and Earth 
named. That Jeſus is his onely Son. our 
Lord; that he was conceived by the- Holy 
Ghoſt, bom of the Virgin /dary, ſuffered un- 
der Pontizs Pilate, was crucified and put to 
death, roſe again, aſcended to Gods right 
hand, and-will come at laſt to judge the quick. 
ind the:dead. This is my Faith. May-['ne- 
yer make confellion of it with- 
out feeling it excited to work by Gat 5. 6. 
lave. May-it always call to 
mind the vcws I have made 7+ _ » 
live by this faith of the Sowof + \ 2.20%." 
Gods May it F ext my heart; AGts15. 9: 
that when-he ſhalÞappear again 
and come to judge the world, 
my faith may be foand to praiſe, 1 Pet» 1:7. 
«nd honour, and glory... Amen, 
1 This was the reaſon, you may here-contr+- 
der, that good man anciently adviſed al Chris 
ftians to repeat the Creed every morning. 
Not -as a Prayer, or a preſervative from fins. 
meerly by the force of the words: but to- 
put'them in mind that they were the followers: 
of Jeſus, who had done and ſuffered ſo:much 
* them ; and to quicken themſelves to love 
and to good works, which ate the natural fruits. 
of faith in Chriſt. Reſolve therefore to refle&t 
on it, for this end: Shew that thou-doſt wit- 
lingly remember: the Lord Jetus, and ftudieſt 
to-fhr up his love in thy heart: and haſt 'nov 
L 3 onely- 
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onely fome ſudden flaſhes of it forced upon 
thee, by the meer greatneſs and power of hi 
love. Think that thy love to him will grow 
faint and cold without theſe endeavours: {6 
that it will be” a doubt to thy (elf ( O how 
uncomfortable is that ? ) whether thou loveſt 
him or no. | 


And the-better' to preſerve it, thou mayſt 
reſolve particularly ro meditate often , all 
this Month, upon this piece of Chriſt's love; 
i inſtituting and ordaining; juſt before he 
died, theſe HOLY MYSTERIES at this 
divine Feaſt, as pledges of his love," and for 
a continual remembrance of his death, to out 
great and endleſs ' comfort, -O what a kind- 
neſs was this, mayſt thou think with thy elf! 
what - wonder of love, which is here fairly 
repreſented to us,” and ſet before our Eyes! 
What a pleaſure 1s it to ſee our felves thus 
beloved of the Sovereign of the World! to 
behold our ſelves in the 'arms of the Almigh- 
ty, the onely wiſe, and: all-ſufficient good! 
who will never fail to take care of us, provide 
for us, dire&t, ſupport, affiſt, comfort and 
protect us: yea, and eternally bleſs us. This 
1s love indeed, that we have ſuch pledges gi- 
ven us of his everlaſting kindneſs; that we 
ſhall fee him in the other world, where we 
ſhall know him and love him as much as we 
can' defire. Nay, what an happineſs 1s it that 

 Wweican love him at all? And that he will 
take fuch care to excite our love to {o great 
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an height in this World 2 O what pleaſures 
have 1 felt in loving him; and offering m 
heart with ſincere afteCtion to hin1 ! How doth 
my will (weetly melt” into his; when i think 
how good he is, and how much I am obliged 
to him ! We ſhould never have praiſed him fo 
much, if he had not thus reprelented his love 
tous: And that, together with entire friend- 
ſhip and concord (to whici he alfo here in- 
gages us |) is the happindls of Angels and glo- 
pars. I will never ceaſe to think of 
theſe pleaſures, that I may never ceaſe to enjoy 
them :, but bz fill more and more praifing 
tliee, till'1 come to praile thee in the company 


of the Bleſſed. 
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The Prayer and Thankſgiving 
afterward. 


$ = holy and ever bleſſed God ; thy 
Name, alone is excellent; thy Glory 
is above the Earth and Heaven. All the 
heavenly Powers continually proclaim thy 
Greatneſs; and raife themſelves, not thee, 
by admiring, loving and praiſing thy eter- 
nal Majeſty. I moſt humbly adore and extoll 
thy unſearchable Wiſdom, thy uncontrol. 
lable Power, thy boundleſs Goodneſs ; and 
-,.. thy unſpotted Holinefs and Truth. It is a 
” © ſhame, I acknowledge, that ever I ſhould 
-- think of eſteeming or loving any thing like 
to thee, who art ſo infinitely above all the 
. World ; and it being fo impoſſible for me 
to be fafe or happy, but in thy love. And 
it-is no leſs ſhame to make mention of thy 
Name, without the greateſt joy and fa- 
tisfattion of heart in thy love and favour. 
For thy Wiſdom is the fureſt guide and 
moſt certain director : thy power is oyr 


== ſtrength and ſafeguard : thy good provi- 


dence is our all-ſufficient treaſure : thy 
| Holi- 
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Holjheſs and - Truth is our ſecurity: thy: 
Goodnes is our hope and comfort : 
thy- unerring Will is our fatisfaCtion ,. 
in all events that here befall us. TI can- 
not wiſh, when - I ſeriouſly recolle&t my 
felf, to live in a World without thee. It: 
would be better not to be at all, than: to- 
be forfaken' of thee, and left to the con» 
dutt -of my own childiſh thoughts and: 
| defires; and to the protettion and provi- 
fion of my own weakneſs. How much do- 
F owe thee, even for this knowledgeof 
thee 2 And I have had daily, yea minute- 
ly experience of thy loving kindneſs, ever 
fince I had a being. A great number-of 
thy Creatures ſerve me, and miniſter un- 
to my content and comfort, by thy com-- 
mand. And thy own Son is become a ſer- 
vant to me, and fubmitted himſelt- to tHe- 
vileſt ſtate and condition for my happi-- 
neſs. I deſerve not to live, if I ſhould: 
not love thee entirely. For thou art eve- 
ry day adding new fewel to my love. 
and taking care that it may never” go 
out. What tokens of thy love hath this: 
day brought along with it to my Sout > 
Thou haft given me leave to wait upon: 
thee, and feaſt with thee at thy own Ta- 
ble: To ſee the love that. the Lord- Jeſus: 

L 5 bare- 
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bate and ſtill continues to me ;/ that I may 
be ſtill more - induced to love thee, and 
ſtrongly eng to 'be'ſo happy, as to 
continue in thy love by cordial obedience 
to thee, Who can look on thee, O bleſſed 
Lord, and 'not love thee ? Who can 
think of what thou haſt done! unto'us, and 
not. devote himſelf” eternally to thy love 
and ſervice? But ' alas! -our | eyes are 
weak ; our. thoughts are ſhort and tran- 
fient ; we are ſoon weary of beholding, 
and thinking even of thy love. Direct 
my thoughts therefore by. thy mighty 
power more ſtrongly towards thee: Fa 
ften in my mind a more lively remem- 
brance' of thee : that 1 may, at leaſt, be 
often looking back unto thee, and delight 

to reflect upon thy wor- 
Pf. 119.37. drous love. | Turn mine eyes 

from behold1ng wanity and 
quicken thox 'me in thy way And, QO that 
all my jiove/ may be changed into obedi- 
ence; that I may be ever very fearfull to 
diſpleaſe thee; and carefull to omit no 
part of the duty I owe thee : but I may 
pod my - days in as. of holy love to- 
f, wards' thee and towards all 
TThef'5 15, men, That I moy rejoice 
-16,17;&c. evermore-: proy without cea- 


ſing : 


Day. Hedrtations and. Progers. 4.2.7 
fing ::i every thing give thanks : prove alt 
things; and hoid faſt that which 15:g00d:-"ne- 
mer-rendring to aug; mon evil for. evil::1 but 
ever. following that mhich is good, both among 
or ſelves, aud to all men. 


»And i. defire the happineſs of all: Man- 
kind <1 eſpecially - that / the Fagth-of - all 
Chriſtian people may grow, 

exceedingly, and the charity 2 Theſl. 1.3. 
of every one toward each 0- 

ther may abound, That fo 

they may adorn the dottrine Tit. 2. 10, 
of God our Saviour in all 

things : and recommend his Religion, ef- 
feftually, by their good and innocent 
lives, to all the World, 

Give the King thy judg- Pſ.72.1,&c. 
ments, O God : that he may 

judge thy people with righteouſneſs, and thy 
poor with judgment. That the greater powers 
may bring peace to thy People, and the leſſer 
alſo, by righteouſneſs. That they may judge 
the poor of the people, and ſave the children 
vf the needy, and break in pieces the oppreſ- 
four. That we may all fear thee, as long as 
the Sun and Moon endure, throughout all ge- 
nerations. 


Now 
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Me,904% + +: Now unto him that bath 
-2Theſſ.'2.: | choſen' us 'to' ſalvation, through 
ws x3, 1:4: ſantification of the Spirit 
A, and belief of the truth : where. 

anto he hath called: us by. the Goſpel, to the 
\ obtaining of the glory of the Loyd Feſus Chriſt, 
be theinks and praiſe, and love and obedi- 
:enceretidred, world without end, Amez. 
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i= | The Meditation ſome day before the 


Sacrament. 


$ it poſſible that the great 
God fhould be marife/t- 
ed in the fleſh? Andthat 1 Tim, 3.16. 

he ſhould perchaſe thoſe 

who were his Creatures, ſinfull 
Creatures, with his own blood ? Acts 20. 28. 

Surely we do not believe this. 
How joytfull, how thankfull ſhould we be 
how holily, how purely ſhould we live; if 
we thou be our ſelves fo nearly related to 
him 2 What faith, what hope ſhould we place 
in him 2 How confidently ſhould we our 
ſelves, and all we have with him? How wil- 
lngly ſhould we reſign our (elves to his. plea- 
fure, who:hath not thought this too much to 
doe for us? And how contentedly ſhould 
we want what he pleafes not to give, who 
hath done us ſuch an honour, as to marry us 
to himſelf? If he had taken hold of the Na- 
ture of Angels, and laid down that life, that 
precious lite which was ſpent for us, for 
their redemption.; how much would thoſe 
heavenly, 
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heavenly Creatures have loved him? And yet, 
now that he is deſirous of our little love, he 
cannot haveit. O my Soul, what is become 
of that love_ which thow lately profeſſed(t to 
him 2 I thought the laſt time we were at his 
Table, that thou waſt mightily ſenfible of his 
love, and wouldſt never ceaſe to love him. 
Didt thou- not-proteſt, that nothing was fo 
dear unto thee as thy Saviour, and his Com- 
mands and- precious Promiſes 2 That thou 
hadſt rather loſe thy life, than loſe his favour? 
And didſt thou not reſolve that thou would 
preſerve it as thy life, by all the acts of love 
ro God and Man? O how eaſtly do we for- 
get the greateſt benefits ? How apt are we to 
pay him onely with liberal promiſes ?"1f he had 
nor made us this new mvitation to his Table, 
it is poſſible we might have forgotten that we 
have any obligaticns to him. But this ſweet 
voice of thy Saviour, which calls upon thee, 
ſaying, Come, dv this in remembrance of me, 
how-doth'it awaken and revivethat love, which 
ſometime I felt m my heart to him? Thanks 
be'to his goodneſs for this new unity to 
acknowledge his love, and to profeſs my own, 
T hope in time I ſhall love him. to the height of 
my defires: and by theſefrequent remenibrances 


him, become perfecHy like him. 


_ Though very unworth therefore of this 
new favour, who have been ſo unmindfull of 
the old, I will go into his honſe, and- preſent 
my ſelf at. his Altar : if it be but to —_ 
| tnat 
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that I belong to him; 'and am not willing to 
loſe his blefſing. I will ſhew him at leaſt that 
Ldo-not quite forget him ; and have a mind to 
become a better Chriftian. But how is it poſ- 
fible, that I ſhould ſee the repreſentation of 
his mighty love, that I ſhould behold his 
pains-and agonies for my fake; and doe no 
more than tell him that I keep him in mind, 
and intend to obey him 2? I cannot chuſe but 
vow my felt intirely to him. I muſt bind my 
ſelf in the moſt ſacred Covenant, to keep his 
Commands. I can do no leſs than affure him 
again that I love righteouſneſs, and hate iniqui- 


- ty: and will chuſe death, rather than to dif- 


pleaſe him. Nay, I will reſolve never to ceaſe 
to renew theſe vows; and mulnply my engage- 
ments: and then at laſt, ſure 1 ſhall become 
ſtedfaſt in his Covenant, and 

delight my ſelf greatly in his Pfal. 112.1, 
Commanaments, My ſoul ſhall Pl. 119.167, 
keep thy teſtimonies, and love 48, 44, 162, 
them exceedingly, My hands 127,72. 
alſo will I lift up unto thy Com- 

mandments which I have loved : and I will me- 
ditate in thy ſtatutes, So ſhall I keep thy Law 
continually, for ever and ever. 1 will rejoice at 


thy word; as one that findeth great ſpoil. And © 


love thy Commandments above gold, yea above 
fine gold, The Law of thy mouth ſhall be dear- 
er unto me, than thouſands of gold and ſilver, 
Let us go, my Soul, and thank him _— 
as for other benefits of his Paſſion, fo for 
theſe hopes I have of becoming fo oo 


ly 
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p_ in love with him, that 

ſhall exactly reſemble him. 

Plal. 42. 11. | Hope in Goa, for thou ſhalt yet 

Pal. 66. 18, praiſe him, who is the health of 

19, 20, thy countenance, and thy God. If 

I regard iniquity in my heart, the 

Lord will not hear me. But verily God hath 

heard me : he hath attended to the woice of my 

prayer. Bleſſed be God, which hath not turned 
away 19 prayer, nor his mercy from me, 


A 
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The Prayer ſome day before the 


Communion. 


Ov Moſt High and Holy one, who cant 
| not be comprehended by our ſhal- 
low thoughts, nor by any other thing, but 
onely thy ſelf. Though inconceivably be- 
neath thine infinite Majeſty, and alſo @ mi- 
ſerable finner, TI make bold, in the Name of 
the Lord Jeſus who is my hope, with hum- 
ble reverence to: proftrate my - ſelf betore 
thee. Acknowledging that thou wrt my ma- 
ker, my Lord and Sovereign ; and that I 
being the work of thy hands, muſt needs be 
thy ſervant and ſubjett. Yea, thou haſt gi- 
ven me leave every day to call thee Father, 
and owneſt me for thy Child. With what 
fear and aſtoniſhment, with what grief and 
ſorrow, doth it become me to lie in thy 
preſence 2 How heavily have I condemned 
my ſelf by theſe acknowledgments 2 For 
I have not always honoured and ſerved 
thee as my Creator, nor loved and de- 
lighted in thee as my moſt gracious Fa- 
ther, - nor obeyed and ſubmitted to thee in 
all things, as my Sovereign Lord: and _ 
er. 


ſter. I have too oft rebelled againſt thine 
Almighty Power and Authority , and 
ſpurned againſt the bowels of thy love, 
and broken thy moſt holy Laws, and vio- 
lated that faith which 1 profeſſed in my 
Baptiſm, and have many times ſince 
plighted unto thee. Thine Almighty mer: 
cy accuſes me. The paſhon and torment, 
the death and reſurrection, the threat- 
nings and promiſes, all the love of my 
dear Saviour condemns me; and fo do the 
mighty works, and the gracious 1nſpirati- 
ons of the Holy Ghoſt. And yet I have 
no whither to fly, nothing to truſt unto, 
but that Almighty mercy ;. the paſſion and 
love of our Lord ; the power and grace of 
the Holy Ghoſt, How ſhall T hope for 
pardon from that love which I have offen- 
ded? and look for mercy from thoſe ten- 
der mercies which I have too much fligh- 
ted 2 With what confidence can I expect a 
remedy from that power which I have re- 
ſiſted ? O the long; ſuffering and patience 
of my God! O the infiniteneſs of thy mer- 
cy! and the preciouſneſs of that Blood, 
that can waſh away ſo many tranſgreſſions 
againſt it ſelf ! I adore thee, I thank thee, 

O God, who haſt ſet forth 
Rom. 3.25, Chriſt Feſus to be a propitia- 


F108 
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tion through faith in bis blood, By his Crobs 
and Paſſion, good Lord, I hope to- be de- 
livered ; and wait on thy mercy for ' the 
power of his holy Spirit, 

to. waſh me throughly from Pal. $1. 2. 
mine iniquity, and cleanſe 

me: from | my ſin. Aſſt me 

thereby, 1 moſt humbly be- 

ſeech . thee, to parifie my 2 Cor. 7. I. 
felf from all filthineſs both of 

the fleſh and of the ſpirit : to purge. my 
mind, ' my afteftions, my paſſions, from 
whatſoever is offenſive to thy pure eyes, 
who canſt not approve of iniquity. For 
I would have no wunclean- 

neſs, no tnordimate affetti- Col. 3. 5, 8. 
a, ' no evil concupiſcence 

and" 'irovetouſneſs, no anger, wrath, malice, 
a" evil ſpeaking to be found any more 
within me. And now that I am about 
to remember the death of Jeſus, help me 
to mortifie all theſe more perfectly, and 
to hate them worſe than death. Be- 
hold, 'O Lord, I abandon all worldly 
luſts. ' My ſoul is open; and I haveem- 
ptied 'my heart, 'to receive the fulneſs 
of thy Grace. Take an abſolute poſſeſſi- 
on of me; rule in me by thy Laws; 
guide me by thy counfels ; fill me with 
| | - thy 
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thy love; fatisfie me with the comfort of 
thy promiſes ; and refreſh me with thy 
divine joys: that TI) may have a great 
delight to be thy faithfull and obedi- 
ent ſervant. O that I may feel, at thy 
Table, the livelieſt apprehenſions aws- 
kened in me of what thou haſt done for 
my foul. Hold my thoughts cloſe unto 
thee ; inſpire me with devout Meditati. 
ons; ſtrengthen and increaſe. in me all 
good reſolutions; and enable me to 
bring them to good effect, I know thou 
never faileſt thoſe that heartily ſeek thee. 
Our Saviour hath bid-us ask and we fhall 
receive, ſeek and we fhall find, knock 
and it ſhall be opened to us, Fulhi then, 
O gracious Lord, all my petitions : 6 
give unto thy ſervant what he humbly 
asks, let him that ſeeks find, open the 
gate to him that knocks : that I may be 
made partaker of Chriſt's moſt bleſled 
Body and Blood. And feeling. the com- 
forts of holy fellowſhip and - friendſhip 
with him, and ſtudying to maintain it by 
a pure and blameteſs life; I may now 
and ever triumph in thy Salvation, and 
ſing thy praiſes in thy Church on Earth, 
and among thy Saints and Angels in 
Heaven : giving honour, bleſling, paner 

a 
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of | and dominion unto thee, O Father Al- 
ly | mighty, and unto thy Son Chriſt Jeſus to 


all Eternity. Amer. 
Our Father, &C. 
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A Meditation afterward at home. 


D** thou mind, O my Soul, what thoy 
ſayeſt, when every day thou calleſ 
God, Father: thy Father which is in Heaven? 
How happy art thou, if thou art beloved of 
God Almighty ? fo beloved, that the Lord 
of Heaven and Earth is thy Father ? What is 
there that thou canſt defire, what . canſt thoy 
long for beyond this? How well fatished 
and contented ſhouldſt thou be in the pooreſt 
_ condition ; how well affured that all ſhall be 
well with thee, if thou art ſure of this one 
ing, that he'is thy Father? and what 
ſhould make thee doubt of it, though o great 
an honour? Where haſt thou been now? 
What haſt thou been doing ? Haſt thou not 
been with Jeſus? Haſt thou not profeſſed 
thy ſelf a Chriſtian? And tru 

r John 1.3, their fellowſhip is with the Fa- 
ther, and with bis Son Jeſus 

Chriſt. He ſhewn thee the love which 
God to thee. He hath bidden thee, by 
thoſe tokens, reſt aſſured that he will never ceale 
to\ love thee. For he hath given himſelt to 
thee; and thou haſt given thy {elf to him. 
The Covenant of Friendſhip and Eternal Love 
bath been renewed between us. Thou haſt 
made your again of fidelity to him ; and he 
hath ſworn in his Holineſs, that he will = 
| taxc 
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rake his'lowing kmdneſs from thee, nor ſuffer 
his faithfulneſs to fail. O how rich is he, 
that Ged ;. and 1s heir ef his unmor- 
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Soul, and walk circumſpettly , that 
wioſe not ſuch exceeding abundant. grace, 
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- * of a mortal man ; whoſe breath is in his no- 
ftrils;, and muſt ſhortly die , and all his 
tho periſh. Nothing but that which 
the can corrupt, or the Ruſt conſume, 
or a Thief diſpoil us of. ' Nothing but a f+ 
ng any, ich fickneſs or time will cer. 
bring to vr What are all theſe to 
Berne ing God ?- to the com- 
| te pen and praiſe which comes from un- 
erring and eternal wiſdom ? to: the durable 
_ OE and Sonny which rt heavenly 
give us ior our portion ?. Our 
in him noware infinitely better, than any Kon 
The love of ſuch a Father ismore worth, 
than all that the whole World can do for us 
, upon this account: 
"more, but with the 
greateſt joy and contentment 
Phil, 4. 6,7- of heart. -Be carefiull Jar mating 
but in every thing by 
po with thanksgrving, let thy raj lin 


wigs para wnto bim, Look often into thy 
whe ask if he be there: and fay, It xs 
enough; God is my Father, in this will I re- 
Joyce. peace: Is God :which paſſeth all 
wnder ft hand ſod 


bh jw keep my heart and mind 
. through Chr: 

And te nky reſolve all this month, to 
meditate often upon the great FAITH and 
confidence which he wry in his heavenly 

Father, and exprefied when he 


_ 46; died, aging; Far Father, into thy 


my ' Spirit, 
He 


_— 4 
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He truſted himſelf with him 
that he ſhould have a bleſſed 

eſfurretion. His fleſh reſted in Adts 2.26,34- 

: that he would not leaue 

his foul in hell, neither ſuffer his holy one to ſee 
corruption. Though he was then ſcorned, abu- 
ſed, made the vileſt of men, and ſhamefully 
put to death upon a Gibber; yet he took God's 
word for it, that he ſhould riſe, and reign, and 
» | be glorified eternally ; triumphing over all his 
; | enemies, Hell and Death it ſelf. Do thou la- 
|; 
| 


». 


q 
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bour to imitate him in this holy Faith, both 

for all the things of this life, and of that which 

to come. _ Form thy ſelf to an habitual truſt 

m God's carefull Providence, and precious Pro- 

guiſe and commit thy ſelf unto him in well- 
ns, Take care of that only ; and leave all 

the reſt, with an aſſured confidence, to him» 

Let thy converſation be without 

capetonſneſs ; be content with Heb. 15. 5,6, 

fach things as thou haſt : for he _ 

bath ſaid, 1 will never leave thee, nor forſake 

thee, So that we may boldly ſay, The Lord is 

my helper, and I will not fear what man can do 

"unto me. This is the promiſe 

that he hath promiſed us, even 1 Joh, 2. 25, 

eternal life. And theſe things 

ſaith the AMEN, the faithfull 

and true witneſs, the beginnins Reve 3» 14, 

of the Creation of God, If any 20,21,” 

man hear my voice, and open the 

door, I will 6ome in to __ aud 


wil 


b a, 
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-will ſup with bimy and he with me, To hin 
that overcometh will I gyant to fit with me 6 
Throne, even as T alſo overcame, ani 


* ſet down. with wy Father in his Throne. 
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7 he Thankſgiving and Prayer - 
arogne 


F Return unto thee; O moſt great and 

glorious God, all praiſe and thanks, 

br thine infinite. ; inconceiveable Mct- 

dies to us the-Children of Men.- Tt, is but 

and reaſonable that T ſhould acknow- 

ge thee with the heartielt /alfetion, 

and the greateſt chearfulneſs 'of ſpirit; 

who haſt made us, and redeemed us, and 

ſent 'thy holy Spirit to ſantifie us, * and 

defigned ' us 'to immortal glory. All the 

Hoft of Heaven 'is continually praiſing 

Thee. The Thrones, the Domintons, the 

, | Principalities and Powers; the A poſtles, 

| the Prophets, the Martyrs and i" the 
_ Bleſſed, reſt rot day nor night, 

ſaying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord Rev." 4. 8. | 

God Almighty, which was, ' 

ind is, ant is to come. Thou ever waſt, and 

ever wilt be the fnlnefs of Wiſdom, Power, 

Bounty, Holineſs and Truth: and therefore 

it is not only my juſt duty, but my happi- 

nefs to-unite my heart with all. that glort- 

ous Company ; IIIY o _ 
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-of Mercies, who haſt brought me forth 
out of nothing, and made-me ſuch an 
-excellent Creature, and ſent thy Son to 
eek and fo fave me when I was loſ; 
- of rye me to thy ſelf by his 
Bleod, and waſhed me in the Laver of 
tion, adopted me for thy Child, 
| ed me in thy holy Goſpel; guj- 
ded me hitherto by thy faithfull Mini- 
Rers; - admitted me to the Communion 
of Saints, and fed me with the Body and 
Blood of my deareſt Saviour. Blefled 

be that Goodneſs, which: hath ſent the 
Holy Spirit ſo often to viſit me, to com- 
fort, aſſiſt and condut me through the 
dangers of this World : and which fill 
continues its Grace unto me ; though 
T have not always. given that reyerence, 
attention and obedience to its heavenly 
motions, which I ought. Every day 
gizes me new occaſions to ſpeak good of 
thy Name. And now particularly, I am 
bound to render thee my thanks for the 
ſweet: refreſhments of that holy Feaſt, of 
which IT have been partaker ; for the 
new reſolutions thou haſt wrought in 
my heart; for the freſh pledges of thy 
love; for the aſſurance thou haſt given 


me that thou art my Father who wilt 
ever 


(4 


Flite. Meditations and Prayers. 245 


ter take care of me; 
, for the joys I jms 
feel in thy fatherly love ; ou y ew. 
for the comforts of Bro- yk ay be tranſ- 
therly kindneſs ; for all the ,,,7.4 and 0- 


pleaſire of thy Houſe, the wer-jojed in 


| fore-taſtes of Heaven, and the: thonrbt 


the hope of everlaſting life, 2/at God is 
I will greatly praiſe the Lord your Father, 
with my mouth, yea, I will Pf. 109. 30. 
praiſe him among the multi- 

tude. I will love the Lord, 116. x: 
becauſe he hath inclined hu ear 

anto me, JT will call upon 

bim as long as 1 live, Seven 

times @ day will I praiſe thee: 119. 164» 
becauſe of thy ico fudg- 

ments, IT will truſt thee ; and commit my 
ſelf intirely to thee. T will always bope'in 
thy mercy ; and depend on thy power and: . 
faithfulne6; and ſatisfie my ſelf in thy kind-- 
neſs, care and fatherly Providence 3 and- 
glory in this, that 7 know and 

underſtand that thou art the Jer. 9. 24 
Lord, which exerciſeſt loving- | 
kindneſs, judgment and righteouſneſs in the” 
earth : for in theſe things are thy delight.. 
And therefore F wait on thee, from whom* 
M 3 cometh;. 


. 246 Meditations aud Prayers. June, 


cometh my help and my falvation,, for 
the conſtant ſupply of thy ply Spirit, 
which I believe thou wilt give to thoſe 
that ask it, to ſtrengthen and. enable me 
to pay thee my vows continually, Main- 
tain, good Lord, ſuch a ſenfible remem- 
brance in me, of thee and of thy love; 
+. that my heart may always 

.  Pſal.r19.36, be inclined .to_ thy teſtimo- 
|. mes; and n0t unto covetan(- 

xeſs. - That I may ſerve and. pleaſe thee 
in all purity, heavenly-mindedneſs , fim- 
- plicity, charity, humility , contented- 
neſs of ſpirit, faith, hope and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt, in the Lord 

56.10, will '1- praiſe be word. - In 

119, 114. thy word do I hope, 'Sta- 
v7 bliſh thy word nnto thy ſer- 
38. vant who # devoted to thy 

| fear, Let, I pray thee, thy 

76. 77. mercifull kindneſs be for my 

| comfort, according to thy ward 

unto thy ſervant. Let thy, tender mercies 


come unto me, that 1 may live, for thy Law 


is my delight. 


-And I heartily defire the Salvation and 
welfare of all Mankind : eſpecially that 
all-Ghriſtian people raay underſtand their 

d happt- 


——_— 
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happineſs ; and walk wor- 
thy of the Lord, who hath- 1 Theſ2.12:. 
ralled them to his kingdom 

aud glory. And as thou haſt given Kings 
and. Princes a ſupreme Authority over 0- 
thers.: 10 their ſpirits may be raiſed to- 
a greater height of Chriſtian Wiſdom ; 
that they may think it their trueſt glory 
to be like unto thee, in doing much good: 
to all their Subjefts. Bleſs our Sovereign: 
with a happy and proſpe- 

rous Reign; that in his Pfal. 72: 5: 
days the righteous may flou- 12. 

riſh, aud abundance of peace, 


that the needy may be delivered when ” 


erieth ; the poor alſo and him that hath no 
belper. 


A Father of the father- Pf.68. 5.10. 
leſs, and a Fudge of the wi- 
dows, is God in his holy habitation. Thou, 
(0) Ged , haſt prepared of thy goodneſs for 
the poor, Thox giveſt food 
to the hungry; and looſeſt 146.7,8,&C. 


* the priſoners ; and preſerveſt 


the ſtrangers : and raiſeſt them that are 
bowed down, IT recommend them, and all 
miſerable people unto thy Fatherly pity 
and protection, who reigneſt Lord of, all 

M. 4 for 


June. Meditations aud F rayers. 47. "6 


oy R 


248 Meditations and Prayers. Jlne.. 


Pfal. 50. 4- 


for ever and ever. Let all 
thoſe that ſeek thee, rejoyce, 
and be glad in thee : And let 
ſuch as love thy ſalvation ſay 
continually, Let God be mag. 
nified, _ be the name 
of the Lord, from this time 


forth, and for evermore. 
Amen, and Amen. 
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LC 


July. 


The Meditation ſome day before the” 


Commtnion; 


ISS ARR 


OW can I think that I love my* 
Saviour ſo dearly, as I ought >: 
And without love who” can be 
welcome-Guefts at*his holy Ta- 

ble 2 They are often in'my- thoughts, whom F- 
love with a ſenſible paſſion. My- mind is per-- 
petually looking towards them. I delight in* 
their company and converſation ; and ever la- 
bour to recommend my ſelf to their affedtions, + 
by conforming my felt to their will ahd hu-- 
mour- How % I ftady to pleaſe thern? And + 

if they will tell me what will- pleaſe them ,. 

O how glad am I of the opportunity to ſerve* 

them? Nay, I can croſs my ſelt and my own'* 

inclinations., to follow theirs; I-love' they 

ſhould be honoured and eſteemed by alt. I: 

am much caſt down, 1f 1 have given them any- 

diſguſt : and not a little rroubled:, thars 6=- 
thers have offended them, or done them” any* 
wrong.- O that I felt but this lircle figrof as 
tender laye and regard to 'my ſweet Redee-* 
mer.! that my. heart were wounded -( now- 
7 M-5: thace 


48; 
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that I am going to behold his Wounds) for 


T8: the j1 offence have at an time given tim; 
; + and ay t Groetfinel and OE 
+ of moſt of thoſe that are called by his Name. 


He may well be diſpleaſed , if it be but for 
the defetts of my love, and the coldneſs of 
my affe&tion to him, who hath deſerved to 
be remembred with the greateſt paſſign. For 
L have long profeſſed Tove to him. T have re- 


ceived many teftunonies of his ſpecial kind- 


neſs to me; and given many aſſurances of mine 
to him. And yet how; pale and dim are 
thoſe marks: of a great love to him Which arc 
plainly vifible in- me to others? Am I ever 
caſting/mine eyes towards: him 2 - Doeth he of- 
z preſent |himfelt- before my -mmnd , and 

y. roych' my heart ? 'Am I never bet- 
tar pleaſed, than when I am g to him? 
Is the queſtion rather what will him, 

whethes 1 {hall do it 2 He hath decha- 
xed his will in his holy Goſpel ; am I glad to 
hear of it, and read it, and very defirous to 
know it in all things 2 Canl fortake my own 
will chearfully, to follow his > And: doth it 
grieve- me much that his excellent Laws are 
not. obſerved ; and that all Chriſtians do not 
love and honour him ? 

Q Lord, thou knoweft our weakneſs, and 
Row- hard it is to keep our mands and hearts 
&ſtedaftly fixt upon inviſible things» And 
in pity. therefore haſt -ordained holy 

ts, a frequent retnembrance of 


"" thee, and to repreſent thy {clf and thy love 


more 
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{niibly £0 us. this means I hope to * 
Ag —=_— a kl love; ever bearing 
Free in mmd ; and deligtxing to give thes 


thanks and praiſe ; and conforming my {lf to 


thy bleed Will ; and deſiring and {tudying 
that thy Name yy be hallowed and. howou- 
red Y mg 098 men ele throughout the 
world. This hops incourages me to go to thy 
Table, though very unworthy to be entertain- 
ed by thee. There I hope alto, my Lord will | 
meet me, and ſpeak kindly to mez as one ' 
that loves him, at leaſt, a little better than * 
any thing beſide; and is reſolved and deter- 
mined to love hina more and more. -- He mr 
vites us thither to inereaſe our faith, , and to ' 
nouriſh our love, and to ffrengthen our hope 
and to excite our gratitude ;. and exerciſe al 
our graces : and therefore I will not refuſe his - 
kindneſs; even becauſe I defire and long to 
love him ſo much, 

But firſt, my foul, let us examine our - 
ſelves, whether we be ſure that this, in- 
deed, 1s the very ſenſe of our heart : that 
we really love to pleaſe him im every thing 
and heartily mean to proceed in this love, - 
to the moſt ready and willing obedience to 
all his Commands. And doth 1t not become 
us humbly to confeſs the fooliſh wandrings 
of our affections from him; to bluſh for 
ſhame that we fall ſo ſhort of our own reſo- 
lutions; and to excite our ſelves to greater 
watchtulnels and diligence in well doing 2? 
Ought not the very remembrance of our 
tormer 
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former coldneſfs, to put a greater heat into us ? 
and our former backwardneſs, make us to be 
more forward - and zealous? Should we not 
vow our hearts again to: him ? and let him 
know, thatwe ſhall not think we live when 
we do-not- love him ; and that we ſhall be 
willing to die that we may more Tove him? 
But how can we hope to grow ſtill better, by 
theſe new expreſſions of tus love to which he 
invites us, without his gracious affiſtance 
which: ought to be faithfully implored ? Let 
us go then to him before-hand, and defire him 
+ To raiſe-up thoſe thoughts-and affe&tions in us; 
which: we cannot produce m our ſelves : that 
we - may*bring an heart full of love to him, 
and-carry it away full of joy, to find it more 
iularged to love and ferve lum, 
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The Prayer ſome time before. 


O Moſt holy and' ever bleſſed Lord of. 
Heaven and Earth ; who art good- 
and deſt good to all thy Creatures; and to. 
us above all the reſt, who are moſt un- 
worthy of thy. loving kindneſs It is but. 
a part of my duty to admire and praiſe. 
thy great and' glorious perfeCtions ; to. 
reverence thee, to worſhip thee, to love. 
thee, and with heart and tongue both. 
here and- eternally to acknowledge my. 
dependence on thee, to give thee. thanks. 
and ſpeak good of thy Name. But it be- 
comes me no lef$ to debaſe my lf in the. 
loweſt manner before thee.; becauſe all 
that I ſpeak in thy praiſe declares my foul. 
ingratitude to thee my Creator and con-- 
ſtant BenefaCctor, There is nothing that I: 
can juſtly call my own, without thy leave, 
and I have received exceeding much from 
thy bounty, and thou haſt' made me that 
I might enjoy ſatisfaction in- thee, the. 
moſt- Sovereign good, and taken care to 
bring-me acquainted with. thee ; which. 
ought ' now to be remembred with the 
greateſt humility, thankfulneſs, and joy” 


full reſignation of my'felf and all that I 
have to thy obedience. But alas ! how 
little do 1 feet thee, though I live and 
move and have my being in thee? Though 
I have taſted of thine abundant gaod- 
nels every moment, how late was it before 
E ferionſly thought of my obligations to 
thee? 'Now that 1 ſee thou haſt ſent 
thy Son, the expreſs Image of thy Perſon 
among us, how little is it that I know of 
thee, and what a ftranger am I ſtill to 
thee 2 TI have been too willing to receive 
but ſmall benefit by his appearing ; and 
to content my. ſelf with a little meaſure 
of 'that purity, wiſdom and goodneſs , 
which he came to impart unto us. Thus 
fooliſh and ignorant have I been : and it 
was but fit that we ſhould fink into the 
rg ſtupidity, when we were ſuch 

S as fo leave thee, and follow the 
counſels and deſires of our own hearts, 
For ever adored be thy infinite charity, 
who art not willing to loſe us, when we 
are fo forward to loſe thee and our ſelves. 
Blefled be the exceeding abundance of thy 
Grace in Chriſt Jeſus, which continues 
to invite even ſuch ſenſeleſs wretches 
to come unto thee ; who have fo little 
eſteemed it, or know how to value the 
unſearch- 
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vaſearchable riches of it, The marvel- 
lous greatneſs of thy forbearing and; par- 
ning mercy ,' if nothing elſe,, will in- 
cline and excite my heart, I hope, .to love 
thee much above all things. That fo at 
ſt I may love thy -blefled Nature, . and 
perfeftly underſtand that-it is my. happi- 
neſs, to have thy Image renewed in. me, 
in righteouſhefs. and true holineſs. Thou - 
haſt often convinced me, praiſed be thy 
goodneſs ; that it 15 impoſſible for me 0- 
therwiſe to be happy. Thou haſt wrought 
wany ſtrong reſolutions in my foul, to; be 
uided and governed by thine unerring 
iſfdom; and holy Will And IT have 
felt the comforts of a pure, humble, 
meek, mercifull, peaceable. and. loving 
diſpoſition of heart, Perfect, good Lord, 
what thou haſt wrought in me: that all 
the pious inclinations of my foul, . may 
{ttle in a firm and laſting habit of .welk- 
doing. Our righteouſneſs, I know, can- 
not profit thee ; but thou delighteſt to 
communicate thy felt to thy Creatures ; 
eſpecially to thoſe who think it the. great- 
- treaſure to be inriched with thy Wife 
dam, and to be made partakers of a Di= 
vine nature. O thou who hait given me 
this knowledge, who haſt given me a will 
to: 
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to-chuſe thee for my portion, make me 
completely happy in being made exa@tly 
like unto thee. | 
© Meet me graciouſly when I approach 
to thy Table, and repreſent thy Son Te- 
ſus ſo feelingly to me : that my mind 
may be more clearly illuminated to un- 
derſtand 'the beauteous perfeftions' of his 
* Holineſs, and my will more ſtrongly bent 
to cleave unto him: and all the powers 
of my ſoul mightily enlivened to follow 
and imitate him to the end: I go with 
: defire; O _ 6 learn of _ that 
- may hencefort ave low tlonghits of 
my ſelf, as having received” all I have 
from thy fulneſs; and low thoughts of 
all enjoyments on earth , as a ſmall part of 
that happine to which thou haſt deſign- 
ed me; and hatefull thoughts of every 
ſin, as that which is oppoſite both to 
thee and to my own happineſs. O that 
the thoughts of thy goodneſs, may ever 
hereafter make me partaker of more of 
thy Holineſs : that thy mercy and: indul- 
gence may never tempt me in the leaſt to 
offend thee-; but rather affright me into 
thy obedience ;* that I' may love thee fo 
much; as to feel it. a ſatisfation to croſs 

my 
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my own defires, to fulfill thy will and plea- 
ſure. O that it may be a comfort to me 
to be able to deny them; and that I may 
account it the greateſt victory to over- 
come my ſelf; my higheſt triumph that 
Lord, conquereſt, and ma me 
thy willing ſubje*t. I hope to be ſubdued 
perfetly unto thee , and enabled to main- 
tain a ſovereign dominion over all things 
here : ſo that I may uſe them all ſoberly, 
moderately and with due acknowledg- 
ments to thee, and charity to men, but 
be brought in ſubjeftion unto none. Amen. 
Lord Jeſus, who liveſt and reigneſt for 
ever, with the Father and the holy Spirit, 
in power and glory : from 
benceforth expe&ing till all Heb. 10. 13; 
thine enemies be made thy 
footftool : In thy moſt holy Name and'words 
I ſue for mercy, defiring to be heard, ac- 
cording to the largeſt ſenſe and meaning 
ef them, 


Our Father, &c. 


253 Meditations aud Prayers. July, 


A Meditation afterward at home. 


WHAT makes thee ſigh , my Soul, now 
* that thou haſt been with thy Saviour? 
Is tt becauſe thou art departed from that holy 
ace, where thou ſawelt his glory, and be- 
how he loved thee ? ! we cannot 

endure always to dwell in his Houle |. we are 
roo weak, while we are in this fleſhly taberna- 
cle, to remain in the heights of love. S. Paul 
came down again, when he was caught up m- 
to Paradiſe, and could not ftay in' the midft 
of thoſe joys.' But thou art atraid\thou ſhalr 


forget Him, now that thoſe fenfible repreſen- 


tations are removed from thine eyes: And 
that thy love and thy joy will vanidh, now 
that thou art gone he his blefled preſence, 
Be of good comfort : for he is. every-where, 
and wall not abſent himſelf if thou art fo deh- 
| rous of his company; Hs word 

Rom. 10-8, # meh thee, even in thy month 
and in thy heart. Look into his 

holy Goſpel, and read again and again the ſto- 
ry of his love. Look into thy felf, and {ce 
what he hath already done for thee; and he 
will not fail to be ever doing more. He hath 
pen (hee a well of living ” 

oh, 4. 1 ter, ſpringing up into everlai- 
TE, 14 ing Ie it thou believeſt the 
Goſpel, the word of his grace : And thou oy 
ec 
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fed. continually on! the remembrances, which 
he hath now given thee of himſelf; He: defires' 
thou wouldſt make him bke thy daily bread 
and be.ever drawing, like, and power, and-joy 
kom hin, the fountain-ot life, - Doth not he 
lave: Holinels, better than thou canſt do thy 
ak Is not his own lite, his image, his nature 

med un; thee? Did he not live, did: he fiot! 

de, did he not. riſe again, and is he not at 
God's right hand,- and hath- he not an un- 
changeable Prieſthood, that he 

may 6rizg 215 to God, awd privi-- 1 Pet, 3 18. 

fie-to himſelf a peculiar people, | Heb. 7+ 19. 
z8nlous of g20d- works ? Be cOn-! Fit. 2. 14» 
fident of this very thing, that 

he which hath begun a good work Phil. 1. 6; 

is thee, will fiſh it untill the. 

day of Teſs Chriſt, Do but let 

hum every day that thou 

laveſt vighteoufne(s and bateſs Heb. 1. 9%. 

inquity, and he will crown thee 

wh more of his Grace.. For'it.is the character 

he hath given of himſelf ; and: he will love to 

beautifie his own Image, -and make it fairer 

and clearer wherefoever he nds 

it, + Do.but work owt thy fatve- Phil, 2+ 12, '- 

tion with fear and trembling," 15. 

left thow fhow!ld/t negleth. [nol Hebs 2. 3. 

great ſalvation, now that be' 

workethy in thee to will. 4nd dp af his good plea- 

ſure: and thou ntedelt not fear, but that he 

will continue to work m thee for ever. That lit- 

tleltight which is in thee, ſhall increaſe to a per: 
| f 
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fect day. Thy love, but like a fpar 
ſhall burn and flame : and thou fhalt Ts 
4 light in the world, in the 
1Theſl. 5.24. midſt of 4 crooked and ſe 
| generation , m_ forth the 
word of os Faithfull is he 
” that calleth thee, 'who-alſo will 
Phil. 4. 4- do it. " And'therefore Rejoyce in 
the Lord always : and again he 
Neh. 8. 10. ſaith, Rejoyce. For the joy of the 
Lord is our ſtrength : and they 
that rejoyce greatly in his holy Comforts, 
ſhall go from ſtrength to ftrength, every 
one of them ſhall, in the high 
place, appear before God. 


And here remember, that the more thou 
canſt forego thy own will to fatisfie his ; the 
more aſſured thou wilt grow that he delights 
in thee, and will rejoyce over thee to do 
thee oy and fo thou canſt never fail to 
find thy joy in him to be full. Therefore 
reſolve particularly all this Month to meditate 
often upon his ablolute RESIGNATION 
to his Father's will in alt things: of which he 
hath given ſuch a perfe&t example from the 
beginning to- the end: of his life. When he 
came into the World, he faid, 

Heb. 10. 5,7+ £o, I come to do thy will, 0 
God. When he preached a- 

mong men, he proteſted, fay- 

John: 5.30. ing, [can of my own elf do no- 
thing : becauſe' I ſeek not mine 


own. 


and holy" 
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own will, but the will of the Father which hath 

ſent me. And when he was an hungred he 
roteſfted agam 3 245 meat is 

ro do the will of him that ſent John 4. 34. 

me, and to finiſh his work 

And when he was in his bittereſt Agony, 

fom which Nature was paſſionately. avertc , 

he ſubmitred | himſelf nevertheleſs with the 

greateſt meckneſs, ſaying, Not 

nhat 1 will, but what thou wilt, Mark 14. 36. 

Not my will, but thine be done. Luke 22. 42+ 

Labour thou to form thy ſelf 

to the ſame mind and diſpoſition ; both in do- 

ing and in ſuffering : Remembring the word 

that he faid unto his Apoſtles, The Di/- 

tiple is not above his Maſter, 

wr the Servant above his Lord, jonn 15.20. 

It is' enongh for the Diſciple tth-10.24, 


that he be as his Maſter, and 25+ 
the Servant as his Lord, If ye 
now theſe things, happy are ze John 13. 17. 


if ye do them, 


p 
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© The Projer and 7 hankſgiving 
be hv _ afterward. 


| ArLmighty and moſt \mercifull F 
Aa Fountain of all life rot Fon 
ines ; who" bountifally-communicatef 
thy bleſſings, *nnd' every-where overfloy- 
eſt mm thy mercies to all thy Creatures: 
more eſpecially to the ſons of 'men,, who 
are ſurrounded with; an Ocean of them, 
the bounds af which we cannot. ſee, and 
the depth whereof we cannot: fathom, 
And the more thirſty any Souls are, and 
humbly defirons to receive them, the 
more it” pleaſes thee to pour: ont thy mer- 
cies upon, them 3 the more thou delighteſt 
in the iffues of thy bounteous goodneſs to 
them. -I thine unworthy ſervant encom- 
paſſed about with thy ſalvation, come to 
make my humble acknowledgments, and 
ſuch returns of love and dutifull affection, 
as I am able, to thy Divine Majeſty. If I 
had the Spirits of all Creatures united in 
me, I could not conceive, 'or worthily 
expreſs thy loving- kindneſs : who halt 
raiſed me out of Nothing, to an excellent 
degree of being ; indued me with _ 
an 
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and wiſdom; inftruted me in the Chri- 
ftian faith 3 and therein let 'me fee ſich 
things as eye never ſaw, ear 
aever. heard, nor did it en- 1 Cor. 9, 
zer tinto' the heart of man to' - | 
toxceive : that the Zord'God Pal. 68.18. 
fhould dwell among #, and | 
our Nature be ' exalted at Eph. r. 20, 
his right hand, far above 21. 
all Angels, Principalities and 
Powers, and every name that is named, not 
only in this world, but alfo in that 'which 
is to come, Bleſſed be the infinite Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs of God, which ſent 
his Son Jeſus, born of a woman, to 
die for us, and to be a propitiarion for 
our fins: and by means of death, hath 
crowned him with glory and honour, - that 
we might have a blefled hope of glory, 
honour and immortality together with 
himſelf. I ought to be overwhelmed with 
the thoughts of thy mercies, which 1 
cannot comprehend. The great load of 
them, the exceeding great load of them, 
to preſs my heart continually, to 
ſend thetn all back again in eternal love 
and obedience. Accept, good-:Lord, I 
beſcech' thee, of ſuch poox'-expreſſions of 
them as Ehave now thee ; = 


q 
A 
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of my yows, at thy holy Table; to ren. 
der unto thee better. There thou haf 
been pleaſed to give me a ſweet remem- 
brance- of :thy - paſt loving-kindneſs, and 
afſurance of the future. Beſtow upon me 
likewiſe ſuch a wiſe and conſidering heart, 
that I may fink my thoughts deeper and 
deeper into the vaſt ſea of thy mercis; 
and think my felf happy when I am fl. 
led with ſuch a great ſenfe of them, that 
all my thoughts, deſires and attions, 
are under the power of Heavenly love, 
O that the love of God my Saviour may 
be ever admirable in mine eyes! that [ 
may delight to think of thy love, to ſpeak 
of thy love, and to imitate thy love : 6 
that all inordinate affetions may die in 
me, and I may perform moſt ready and 
eaſe obedience to all thy Commands, 
Thou- haſt laid alſo great engagements 
upon me, in that whileſt thou makeſt this 
extraordinary proviſion for my Soul, thou 
"haſt not! neglefted my Body : + but taken 
care that a world of good things ſhould 
ſerve my needs and pleaſure continually. 
O that my heart were but duly ſenſible of 
all thy goodneſs! I know then , that I 
could not deny thee any thing thou de- 


lireſt, who haſt opened thy hand fo = 
rally 
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*Rlly'to.-me;-! even beyond my-defires.” EL 
cou#ot bur truſt thee, and reſign my-wilk 
to thee ; and be contented with what 
u:ordereſt. for me; and in every thing 
gite thanks, which is thy will in Chriſt Je- 
concerning me. 
vol that I-have- and\can do is too little 
give” thee; .'I can love thee but 2 
as and therefore I deſire that all the 
world would love thee, and worſhip thee, 
:and glorifie thy Name. ," For 
| how art great and: doſt:won-. © Pfal. 86. 19. 
\ | -dow. things; thou art God 'v i 1 
' | "ao; O'" that all the'\Kings\. 138. 45: 
| -of ' tbe Farth would -prarfe 1 46" 
'thee, O Lord, Tea, that they would ſmg int 
the ways of the Lord : for great ts the glory 
of the Lord, \\'That/ they:may:think it their 
greateſt honour to be. the Subjetts of our 
Saviour; and their greateſt ſecurity to 
obey him and obſerve his Laws : That be- 
ing intruſted with thy Divine Power, they 
may employ it to right thoſe that ſuffer 
wrong, to eaſe the -oppreſſed of their 
burthens, ſupply the wants of the poor, 
defend the fatherlefs and widow ; and 
comfort all mankind in their miſeries. I 
recommend this Church and Kingdom , 
*our-Sovereign and all his Subjets, to thy 
| N moſt 
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*maſt-powerfull-Proteftion; beſeechins thee 
t0.cndue us all with 'thy- 'heavenly:Grace 
to :difpoſe; us to love! thy: true Religion, 
and to be zealous of ” good+works.: that 
our Lord and Maſter. may be honoured by 
us, and all men may»knqowirwe:/are -his 
Diktiples, 'by-our loying-one'abother. Now 
11 9.11 27t0 the rhoſt ;hegin God; why 
-Dan. 4 344 1 1Ueverh foriever', ewhoſe- Homi- 
35. mon 15 an - everlaſting” domi- 
nion, -and.” hs; kingdom from 

.gu1eration ito tion ;* before whom: all the 
inhabitants of the. Earth dre reputed 24 Ne 
thing; rand. he.dath' according. +tochis will in 
the Army: of Heaven, and among the. Inhabi- 
.tants. of the Earth-:.\be bleſſing,and: honour, 


} 


-and praiſe rendred, by me and \-: av 
: mw ntot 7} Howes. 


$42.4 IED 


Z : ' - ow 7” 
-_ } ' , 
u » Ss C«@ 


Aug. Meditations and Prayers. 267 


* Anguſt. 


—L———_— 


The Meditation ſome day before. 


Oth it not ſeem long, my ſoul, ſince 

thou waſt at the Tall: of the 

Lord 2 With what thoughts, with 

what affeCtions then doſt thou re- 
ceive this new invitation to 1t.? See what 
joy, what delight it raiſes in thy heart, _ that 
thou mayſt know. whether indeed thou, lo- 
yeſt him or no. His love is ſo great, "that 
one. would think 1t ſhould never lip out. of 
my. mind, Our Lord hath done fuch great 
things for us, that we may be tempted ſooner 
not to believe them, than to forget them- 
But this is one piece of the. greatnels of chat 
loye, , that it bath taken care 1t ſhould gle 


way.remembred.; He hath not thought it 
tnough,to die for us, but he hati left us 'a 
teprelentation of it ; and a command to ew 
forth his death untill he.come. What doſt thou 
think, of that Command ?. Is it a burthen to 
thee to. yield obedience to it? Doſt thou 

: N 2 unwik 
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unwilkng to hear the motion to go, and 4s 
this in remembrance of him ? What ! Is it a 
fad thing to think of declaring the goodneſs 
. of the Lord > To magnikie the love of God 
our Saviour 2 To: celebrate his praiſes 2 
To profeſs our ſelves'-his ſervants, and to 
engage. to him our fidelity 2 _Doth it make 
- thee tigh to think of going to receive the 
tokens of his love 2 To repreſent the death 
and fatisfaftion of Chriſt: Jeſus for thy fins ? 
To wait on -God for the pardon of them ? 
And to be put in afſured hope of immortal 
life? . Thou art not ſuch a ſtranger, ſure, 
".to thy own happineſs; but knoweſt better 
things ;' 'even things that accompany falva- 
tion. Give glory therefore to the Lord, that 
he calls thee agam fo graciouſly ro ſhew forth 
his _ # Let [pa Dow a Row mean 
ro m; (to attend him' at his holy 
Table,) and thank him too. But with what 
bluſhing” ſhould we look there upon that 
love, which we: have ſome time (lighted ? 
With what hatred, upon thoſe fins which 
murthered the Lord of life 2 With what joy 
ſhould we think of the hope there is, that 
they may be. pardoned ? And how ſhould 
we ſtand admiring at that . wiſe Goodnels, 
which made that Blood, which ſinners ſhed, 
to.be the expiation for their fins 2 Sure we 
do not believe theſe things : or elſe we ſhall 
begin- already to feel our heart burn with 
love ro lim ; and reapy to offer n ori 
| 4 acrifice, 


ef. 
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Sacrifice, - before we come to' his Altar-- Ex- 
cite thy Faith, that it may ftir up thy Love; 
and that may carry all the” paſſions of thy 
heart along with it-to him. Shew' Inm- that 
the deſire of thy heart is to the remem- 
brance of his Name; that thy care is to 
pleaſe him; thy fear to oflend him; thy joy 
to do his Will; and thy forrow that thou 
cant do no more for him. Ler it be a great 
comfort to rhee, that he knows thy finceri- 
ty, and fees into the very ſecrets of thy heart : 


\ how affectionately thou ſtudieſt to be like 


him ; what a pleaſure it is when thon canſt 
ſtedfaſtly think on him ; how it grieves thee 
when thy thoughts are broken, thy affect; 


, ons heavy and dull, and thy power falls fo 


ſhort of thy will and defires. And be afſu- 
red that he pities thee ; that notwithſtanding 
this he will kindly entertain thee ; and re- 
ceive- the pooreſt Oblation thou art able to 
make him at his Table. Eat and be ſatisfied, 
and bleſs the name of the Lord. He hath in- 
vited thee ; he expects thee; he loves to ſee 
thee therez and will make thee know that he 
loves thee, and delights to do thee good. 


Let us [7 my Soul, and declare before 
Angels and Men that we are Chriſtians ; and 
mean to live and die in his holy Religion, 
And let us now take fhame to our ſelves, that 
we have at any time contradited our belief. 
Let vs acknowledge the breach of that Faith 

N 3 into 


* : - Pr * 
” 


into. which 'we were baptized: and declare 
we go, how great a trouble it is to 
us, that we love him no more; and how 


pM and' fully reſolved to loye 
rum, better and better. h 
you M21 * $110 | ” £238 5, 24 0Þ | 
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©» The Prayer Jome time before. 
A. 539 +10 30% F&. 50 5460 9034 "&i 

Eternal-:God;,'the' Lord of) /Tif#y off 

* grace, peace and" all 'our'comforts; 
it:is of 'thy' great mercies-alone- that L am 
not--conſumed ; - 05 that FT i lie: not: -nown 
groaning/on'a bed of [fickneſs;{./butrarm ms. 
vitedi to feaſt at thy holy Fable. 1 might: 
have diftaſted vand  loathed'even the ordi2 
nary: food -of ' my "body 3/ andithou cons 
tinueſt an opportunity ,, and*'fome* appe- ' 
tite to- receive the precious: food of. my 
ful, © The Grave might- have' been © my 
divelling; *the Worms my: companions; 
and'''F' been”! turned "into-'roftennefs:; and 
corruption :- but now'Þ- ar going .to- thy 
Houſe, to be the companion of-thy peo- 
ple, and to communicate with thee and 
my bleſſed Saviout'; *that TI may'be'nou- 
rithed' to a bleſſed immortality.” | This-is 
nothing 'ef&' but''thy/ marvellous! Mercyy 
and ' becauſe thy Compaſlions fail” not 
For I have too many ways violated thy 
holy Laws, broken thy Covenant , :'re- 
fiſted' thy- Grace, - and undervatued thy 
etefrfral life : Thou haſt adopted me 'eatly: 
for” thy Qhild, Towi'the immortal Seed -of 
N. 4 thy 


272 Meditations:and Prayers.” Aug. 
| thy Word in my heart, ſent thy holy Spi. 
- Tit to further its bs oh, and.increaſe to 
- that never-dyin and Blifs. But 

How little b —_— of thy Image 
in» Wiſdom ;Rightcouſticſs and Holineſs, 
which hath been miſerably defaced ? How 
coldly haye 1 ſometimes entertained the 
motions -of thy. holy Spirit ? And been 
barren and unfruitfull in the knowledge of 
Jeſus Chriſt? How-often have I heard of 
that great and dreadfull day;of reckoning » 
and been prone to follow the little plea- 
_ om is life, as if I lookt neither 

nor miſery in the other, world ? 

That” aith which ſbeuld fave me' might: 

ally condemn. me-: and” Jeſus my. moſt 

'Redeemer; without! infinite 

Mary. become only a ſevere Judge to- 
wards' me. 


Adored be thy patience and Jong-ſif- 
fering ' to ſinners. | For ever | magnified 
be that Grace, which gives me -the leaſt 
hope in: thee :''\and preſents me. with a- 
nother opportunity -of humbling my ſelf 
before thee ; * of - intreating thy favour ; 
of deprecating thy diſpleaſure ; and vow- 
ing my lf again to thy.. fervice which I 


hare covenanted to: pay; thee,” 'Q- mere 
u 
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full God, - have merey upon , me, ,;have 
mercy upon me; according . to. the mub.. 
titude of thy mercies,: in Chriſt Jeſus, 
blot out. all mine iniquities. I have not 
offended thee beyond the height , and 
depth, and length, and breadth of thine 
incomprehenſible love in hin declared 
to us;; And there is ſtill remaining in 
my. heart ſome eſteem. of that love, and 
an inclination. to- love” thee above alk 
thirgs ; with an- hearty deſire to be pu- 
riged and ſanfified throughout both in 
Body and in Soul and Spirit. Thougtr 
not. by works of Righteouſneſs which I 
have done, yet by thy mercy I hope to 
be ſaved, through the waſhing of Rege- 
neration, and more perfe&t renewing. of 
the Holy Ghoſt That renewing... ver- 
tue from. above IT. moſt humbly wait for; 
and earneſtly defire- to- be. more ; abun- 
dantly poured on-.me; - Dealt with. me 
a:cording to my unfeigned. reſolufions. 
to ſtudy to purifie my ſelf, even as thou: 
art pure: to walks before thee hereafter: 
in. all ſobriety, righteouſneſs, humility, 
meekneſs., peaceableneſs, charity; et 
deavauring - to - perfett holineſs. in thy 
fear, Vouchſafe me. ſome earneſts: . of 
this. Grace, when I OE my. ſelf. be 

«5; fore 
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fore thee, to 'commemorate the Death 
of thy Son Jeſus'; who was wounded for 
our  iniquities, and bruifed for our tranf. 
greſſions. That my. heart may be deeply 
wounded with a ſenfe of ſin ; and hate 
the very thought of every evil way ; and 
chuſe 't6 endure -any miſery, 'rather than 
offend thy. deareſt love again. O that I 
might then feel'my thoughts carried away 
from this world : that I could think then 
of nothing but thee ; and the dying love 
of my. ſweeteſt Saviour ; 'and the great- 
neſs of that loye which I owe to him, that 
died for me.” Repleniſh my ſoul'with ho- 
1y thoughts ; lift 'me up in heavenly me- 
ditations; and fill me with a multitude 
of devout affeftions, that I may be able 
hereafter to; do, and ſuffer 'all things for 
His fake ; and never forget how good he 
is, and how good I have tefolved to be. 
Without” thee; I cannot aſcend up unto 
thee : and therefore I look for thy holy 
inſpirations to accompany me in all my 
Meditations, and Prayers, and Praiſes , 
and'” Thankſpivings, 'and Reſolutions. 

t attending upon” this facred ſervice, 
with love, Ai. zeal, and delight, and de- 
yotion: of Spirit ; there may be an hap- 
Py meeting between me and my Saviour : 
o an 


,” 
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and ſuch an inſeparable Union contrated, 
as may be _at laſt conſummated in eternal 
Love and Foy in his heavenly Kingdom. To 
which, 1 humbly hope to be brought by. 
thine jintinice Mercies in him, who hath 
taught-me to.call thee Father, 3,.and. tofu 
waenLpra[fs + ng mit bs coeds 228? 


Onr Father, &c... 


ne” 
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The e Meditation afterward at home. 


it hath pleaſed my Lord. to tye me 
'by ene bond more; ny have 


| wv relute 60 all "the |; and 


euefall ought I robe ths | pom 


2: Haft thou never xead or 
Man, who never uſed the 
t he immediately added, not 
ce of 11 pleaſure, 
OT Py glory ; - 

| upon Eart 
ſuch a _—_— Let w_ ons 
ts every day : Let it work in thy 
till the ſenſe of thefe. words be engra- 
ven on thy heart, 1 Maſter FESUS. Con- 
fider that Then thou waſt baptized, thou waſt 
dedicated to his holy Service. That if thou 
baſt owned and confirmed that Sacred Cove- 
h_ thou haft renounced all other Maſters, 
the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh ; and 
profeſſed thou would(t be a Servant of Jeſus. 
And haſt been at his T able 
and proteſted 
thow- wilt have no _ Maſter, but only 
him. Is there any cauſe, doſt -thou: think, 
- to. repent of thy choice of following his ſer- 
vice? Is it not a t preferment to be one 
of his family , el ny Lord. of Heaven and 
Earth, the Heir of all things, the Prince of oy 
D 
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the Kings of the Earth, the Lord of Life; an i 
Kon King of Glory? thow-not in 
y. daily: Prayers, that his fervice 15 perfetÞ 
freedom £ Can any veward- their ſervants, like: 
tothe: ble fſed and only Potentate, who only hath- 
immortality? Do any: ſervants in the world- 
ſerve in. fuch hopes, . or enjoy fuch x wy is fd 
receive ſuch earnefts; as-he-1s pleaſed to beftow' 
on/his? Is not death the wages of ſin-i but 
the gift of 'God: eternal life? What ſervants 
are- admitted to: ſuch familiarity with-' their 
Lord, as thou art at his-Table ? Who are 'en- 
tertained with fuch a Feaſt; or live upon ſuch 
ights, as they that- receive: his' Body and: 
lood 2: And yet how zealous, how Ale; 
bow- forward are. they to do their Maſters 
Will, who ſerve only for the wages+of un- 
righteouſneſs? How proud is. a Man. of the 
honour to follow .rhe Court of an earthly 
Prince 2 But if he ſhould be advanced te eat 
continually. at his. Table; the World would 
envy his too. great happinels, - What a ſhame 
will it prove. then, it thou+ art not fervent in 
ſpirit, ſerving the Lord? If thon doſt not 
think thy felt honoured enough, and art not 
well contented in-any condition, who followeſt 
ſuch a. glorious Maſter ? Thou wilt not par- 
don-thy. ſelf if thou art unfaichful to him ; 
or. diſgraceſt his _— by. murmuring ,. repi- 
ning,” dejection of: Spirit-z or any other un- 
—_ behaviour toward him.. For what 
Maſter. ever merxed fo much at his Servant's 
hands 2. We have heard of Servants that _—_ 
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died for their Maſters; -where \did we e- 
ver Al gr har fx Maſe tacos 
even tor.:his. rebellious. Servants 2+! The 'buſi- 
neſs. was ,- Jeſus ag grove us to himſelf 
by. his. own. Blood : - and make us; if -we have 
but.. any. nature 1n-us; to be moſt intire- 
Iy-. devoted- tq/ his: chearfull- obedience. | As 
thy Kelf 


therefore: every. Morning, :whoſe Ser- 

nt am I 2 What did F:promuſe my Maſter 
fach a day?” Tf I call him Lord and Maſter, 
why. do- not I do 'the things [that he faith 2 
And ſhall, I. go about my Maſter's bulinels 
with 2 ng. countenance,” and- a heavy 
heart 2+. Shall-\I figh / when I hear- his voice, 
ough he bid me deny. my felt,” and take up 
my” Qrols, and follow him? '$hall any'of thus 
Commandments ſcem grievous to me, - after 
ſo- many, ſo ſolemn profeſſions of love'to him? 
God-forbid that, I ſhanld caft/ſuch reproach 
upon-him. 1 bave not fo leatned: Chriſt e- 
if ++ +,» tus, whoſe I am,” and whom 
John 12: 26; ' 1 ferve:-:who hath (aid; '/f any 
| man. ferve me, him "will my 

Father hononr, Can” there be 

words of, greater grace than 

Rom.6.17,18 theſe}. Goa be: thanked that 7 
was the ſervant of fin, but have 

obejed from the heart that form 0 ine which 
was delivered me. It is a favour to be the /cr- 
vant of , righteoyſneſs.; T ought to account it 
an honour to receive his Commands : and to 
ſtudy to do his will on Earth; as it is done 
in Heaven». How comfortably then ſhall I 


hive ? 


WIT, TO CES 


'v1; 
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live2 How comfortably ſhall I die > How 
will-it make my heart to. leap for joy., to 


hear that* voice: of his ; Fell 


done thou good and faithfil! Matth.25. 21. 


fervant ; enter tho into the 


joy of thy Lord. 


Here you may reſolve to meditate all this 
Month, how our Lord and Maſter himſelt. 
took upon him the form of a SERVANT ; 
and being found im faſhion like one of us, 


became - obedient wnto Death, 


even the death of the Croſs, * Phil. 2. 5,8. 


That abſolute QB E-D I-- 


ENCE of his you : ſhould ſt always be- 


for 
not li 


our. eyes for a pattern: that you may: 
ve as if you were aſhamed of. his ſer- 


vice, or thought any thing below you, or 
too mean to ſubmit unto, which he requires 


at your hands, Never fufter your re 
your eaſe, your wealth, no nor your 


utatton, 


e it ſelf, 


to ſtand in competition with hrs Commands : 


But preſently remember, that 


though he were a Son, yet learn- Heb.s. 8, 9. 


ed he obedience, by the things 


which he ſuffered: Avd being made perfett, 


he became the Author of Eternal Saluation untg 


all them that obey him. 


that the Diſciple is not above 
his Maſter : but every one that Luke 6. 40. 
& perfect ſhall be as his Maſter. 


And remember a 


gain, 


The 
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The Thankſgiving and Prayer 
afterward. 


DOR eyer hallowed be thy great 
'&” Name, O Father of. Metcies, the | 

: God of Love, the Fountain-of all good JF 
and ' blefledneſs. All the heavenly Hoſt 

delight continually to praiſe thee, They 

never ceaſe to. aſcribe Wiſdom, Power, 
Dominion, Riches, Honour and Glory 

unto: Thee who liveſt for ever. ' O how 

great is thy Goodneſs}, who inviteſt us, 

that dwell in houſes of Clay, to hex 

them company in their Praiſes .and. 

| ivings? They can add. nothing 

at all unto- thy fulneſs : but it is our hap- 

. pineſs to ſpend our days here, in loving 
thee, in ſpeaking good of thy Name, in 

_ doing thee honour and ſervice; and to 
paſs the life of the other world, in. the 

perfettion. of admiration, love, thankſ- 

giving and obedience to 

Pfal: x26, 3. thee: who haſt-. dove. ſuch. 

| great things. for us, of which 

we are: glad. Bleſſed be the Name of 

God: our Father, who- hath» raiſed us 

our 


aut-of Nothing ;! and bath- 
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not appointed 15. unto wrath 5 1 Theſf g. 9 


but, to. pbrum Salvation by 


*: Lord Feſw Chriſt :»And-of God. our 


jour, who. hath- redeemed. \us front 
hands of-all our-enemies-; and- pars: 
us; with-a great price' unto him« 
\ elf: And of God ous Sanftifier, Strength 
ſ | and- Alliſter 3, the. God of, our Salvation, 
me: keeps us- every .moment from- tuine 
deftrution. . E-thank--thee,: O:Lard: 


f, Heaven and Earth,” for. that - libetat. 
portion which thou haſt given- me; thine 
unworthy ſervant in _ thy Grace and 
—_ For the knowledge. of thy. holy- 
Goſpel, which. hath brought Life and 


Miniſters [ and the tender 


Iamortalityc$o light. . For of the good: 
inſtructions. 1. have. xeceived . from thy- 


care, * religious education * Toy may 
of. my Parents , Tutoprs : mention theſe 


and Governours : ]: For -all 


and [$24 if, 
ſeafonabte reproofs , _Whole-. 2% have had 


-fome counſels, good admo-, benefit, 


ritions.,. and every truth 1 


have reccived . from my F:iends and 
Enemies : For the, pious. Examples. 
and good Converſation. of any of. my 
Neighbours. For all- -holy. opportuni- 


- ties, 
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nities, ' and- the' leiſtire Þ have to attend 


upot! this © heavenly employment. ?-'. For 

-thy- mercifull chaſtiſetyents; ahd" thy won- 
., derfult” deliverances:: *\' For /all the” good 
Books thou” ha” brought -£6 my - hands ; 
andthe *good''advice which" have ' any 
way 'received':'' For all my Benefators ; 
all thoſe that love” me /and-pray for me : 
 -Atid"above- all for thy gracious infpirati- 
ons from'abovye ;' the holy thoughts thou 


haſt\put- into my” mind ; -#nd the” pious 


defires and-purpoſes' thoh *haſt ſtirred: up 
In my heart ; with all the furtherances , 
helps and  aſſiſtances thou haſt: vouch- 
faifed me in my way 'to"Heaven : 'parti- 


cularly now at ' this 'holyPeaft, - where! . 
thou” haſt made me hook id fed how 


good thow art, beydnd'the compa[s"of all 
our thoughts. | 


What ſhall T return unto thee for all 
thy love: What hall 1 -give unto: my 
Eord ,, who. hath given himſelf for me ? 
T have given thee 'my "Whole ſelf, and 
now deyoted all the ' powers of my Soul 
and Body to thy Service : "that all my 
thoughts ,- my words', my deſires, ' my 
paſſions 'and*aQtiqns; my” be diſpoſed ac- 
cording \to' thy ''Will and' not” thy ae 

013 | n 
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And I think my ſelf happy ,  O' bleffed 
Jeſus; in the choice I have made of - thee 
for-my Lord and Maſter. - F rejoyce in:the 
difpoſal T have: made -of ,.my felf-to: thy 
ſervice and” obedience; For a» World-F 
would not revoke ' my: confent to- be ab- 
ſolutely ruled and governed by thee, as 
long as IF: live, :Sin ſhall 

wor reign in my'-mortal: body, Rom. 6.12. 

that "7 ſhould obey it in' the 

Iuſts therepf. But? here 'Þ 'come: again to 
yield my elf unto thee'my God , and to 
profeſs thy ſervice to be the moſt perfect 
freedom , - and the nobleſt employment. 

To beſcech thy pardon for all mine un- 
faithfulneſs ; 'and the conſtant power of' 
thy Holy Spirit to aſſiſt me” in the doing 
thy Wilt here 6n Earth, as it is donein 
Heaven': that all my reſo}utions may be 
perſevering, my erideavours ſucceſsfull , 
and my obedience perfect and complete 
in all things. Lord Jeſus, do what thou 

pleaſeſt in' me, and what thou pleaſeſt” 
with me. Truly I am thy ſervant', ' T am 
thy ſervant : and I will make my. boaſt 

continually in this, that 7 ſerve the Lord 

Chriſt, May T but ever love thee, and 

ſtedfaſtly cleave unto thee, and chear- 


fully obey thee, and faithfully live to 
honour 
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| Honour thee : I defire nothing elſe. Come 
*proſperity, or adverſity ; come-ſickneſs, 
or health '; life or death ; fo that I may 
but glorifie thee, and be made conforma. 
ble to thee, and bear thine Image in ho- 
lineſs here, and in" glory hereafter, 


And let all the Earth ſtand in awe of 
thee, thou Lord and Ruler of the whole 
World. Let + the hearts 'of all People 
ſubmit themſelves to thy- Kingdom and 

| Authority. #r thy Azjeſty 
Pal. 45: 3,4 ride on: profperouſly, -O thou 
| ; moſt mighty, . becauſe of truth, 
ond meekneſs, and\ righteouſneſs : till all 
thine enemies fall under thee, and 'think 
themſelyes happy in thy moſt juſt and 
: | —_— I _ thine 
own Family to thy 10Us power- 
full proteQion : ad this part of it eſpe- 
cially in theſe Kingdoms, That we thy 
ſervants being hurt by no perſecutions, 
may evermore give thanks unto thee in 
thy. boly- Church, and triumph in thy 
| praiſe, ſaying, The God 1s 
-Pfal. 48. 14, owr God for ever and ever ; 
he will be our guide even un- 
to death. 


Now 


4 an wi. us 3 
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'. Now unto bim that loved 

us, aud- waſhed 1s from our Rev. 1. 5,6. 
fins in bu own Blood, and 

bath made #s Kings and Prieſts unto God 
and bus Father ; to him be Glory and Domi- 
nion for ever and ever, Amen, 
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| September... 
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The Mele fome day before the 
an "Sacrament. Ih 


Hall we nat. be too boldin 
oft, to. the cabs of: heh 


./to, approach into, s ag. h 


4ure,. not if loveicarry us, thicher 

ny us. there. And who can want that, who 
£4 and: conſiders how-for RD he Was todo 
(that which, we. remember? When he,came to 
bo Howes a; Sacrifice for. us, 


Jo, 1 come.; Ee * HL 74S. 
Jaw of, the. Book it 45,rwritten of 


light. Ky thy will, 0 Got, And when 
- ate the -laſt Meal yr. ith by Dial ples, he fayd 
again, With deſore 1 
red ro eat this Paſſouer wo AM Luke Ar Is 
ore. 1 daffers 
_ yehs i kde ax wi þ is. love) what 
urn bis deſire; to bemac an Offering 
> to. be remembred by us! 1th, what 3 
"love ould we commemorate his dying love ! 
With whas deſire ſhould our Souls approach to 


ns —_— Table, in;remembrance of Bug MW wo 


BN F*g ATT m—_— Sept 
| took ſuch content in dying for us, and 
- defirous to inftiture the hol Feat, t,t 


perual remembrance of his Death? With the 
fame joy that children uſe to welcome a Feſti- 


val ; with ſuch an ger and cage la- 
hat 


t we to 


gs; 'Wit 
ee our cif with the hopes of 


js Mie es af wp th Mio awake 
then "thy uicken 
"Jefires : excite all- thats within thee to 
blels the Lord and ij rt robe orterin 
Say with 2 great joy, Lo, Lo, T'come, -according 


"to thy Com "and delight to do thy 
"Will, © God. With Ng I- haye deſired 
to 'do- remembrance / of 'my Lord : to 


RES Ls th atts,” and; thew forth 
- the -greatne(s 'thy Are to 'my felt 
ER Te or Sergtn Bn 

? z. to my 1teir unto 

hPa an Oblaoon of tove; Reno my Co- 


q venant with thee, and with all my Brethren ; 
"08 pryhox yt te Tedich thy a 
bes; \ 2440 received , an 

| ph, eral in ſtote- Servants. 
-But wh 4s 29: reſt ow'rruchche hath 

| : alreac for ws 2 "Or find 6g all that he 
dm i lis extt<ileie kindnels; Rad ls' wor: 

' Yertull works for-the-<hildren of men? The 

PL thoughts 


Sept. Meditations and Prayers. 289 
thoughts of Angels are not wide enough to 
comprehend them. And if we had ther Spt 
tits, and could love him, and acknowledge 
-him, with their inlarged affection, it would 

\ be too little a preſent; to make unto him. 0 
give thanks therefore unto the Lord, for he 1: gra- 
cons, for his mercy endureth for ever. Q give 
[thanks unto him, who is ſo deſirous of us, fuch 
narrow Souls, ſuch little Hearts, that can ho 
ſo little love unto him-. Let us gkto him, 
and deſire that he would enlarge "Wem ; or 

®that he would fill them to, the height with his 
love. Since he is content, if he may but lodge 
and dwell in our breaſts, and have the go- 

, | vernment of us in his hands: let us go and 

' | vow, that he ſhall poſſeſs us folely to him- 

' | lf; that no affettion, no defire ſhall dwell 

| | in us, without his leave ; and all be ordered 

\ | by him juſt as he pleaſes And let us ſhew 

| | him now, that we have prepared no lefs gift 
than our whole ſelves, to be beſtowed on him, 
| that we are very deſirous of the honour to be 

' commanded by him, and to do him ſervice; 
and that if he will make us more deſirous , 
more refolved and ſtedfaft in theſe holy pur- 
poles, we will never ceaſe to thank him in this 
manner as long as we live. 


And approaching thus with all humility to 
him, may we not hope that he will accept us, 
nd receive us as his friends, and embrace us 
with real love, and incloſe us, as' we defire, 
unto himſelf2 Nay, wr will hold us faſt tied 
n 
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goob gant cnn ndr pag ndhagnt viNeg ph 
rer impriſon us ; ut to un and 0 

c _ —_— — the _ of it, the 
0 may into the true of 
love to hi —c all the World. We may 
; hope at laſt, that it will become as unnatural 
offend him, as it is to kill our ſelves, or kick 
i the bowels of a moſt indu ent Parent: 
ſhall be our t: that all 
on earth, which have been our 
, thall prove our en ement , 
ation toan holy life : and that our © 
over our ſelves ſhall be o ſtrict 


and py 


ting wh hevr 


Þ 
- 
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” The Prayer ſome time before. 


| Moſt mighty: Lordi; the: high and 
| holy One; who poſlſeſſtſt eternity 
who. dwelleſt in - the-pureſt light, and 
whoſe Majeſty is enthroned in *the- midſt 
of all the heavenly Hoft ;\.w con- 
tinually ' celebrating the praiſes? of thy 

Name, which 'is moſt excellent throv 
out the World. The light of thy . 
 tenance, I believe, is better thanlife': 
and one day in thy Courts-is:better that 
2 thouſand, If thou wilt graciouſly: ſhine 
upon -me, when I enter into thy-Gates 
to go unto thy Table; © if thou! wilt” ll 
me with the joys of Faith and Loye'an 
holy: Hope : I ſhall account that day the 
beginning of the eternal hifte ; and ie- 
member as long as I live how gracious 
biou art. But I have little reaſon ©to ex- 
pect to be © highly favoured by © thee!; 
who--have forgotten oft-times' that reve- 
rence 'and fear that I owe to thee -my 
Creator ; and that love and dutifullt- af- 
fection which I owe to my Redeemer 
and heen too diſobedient to many good 
motions of the holy. Spirit of Graee.* I 
O 2 have 
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have thought ſo much how to pleaſe my 
ſelf; and fo-little of pleaſing thee z ſpent 
1 much time in the affairs of my body, 
and © little in thoſe of my immortal 
foul :' that 1 niay rather ſink" into de- 
XCtion of Spirit toward the | of 
drkneſs, 'than hope 'to be lifted up to- 
ward Hgeven, to behold the Light of 
Sum apt to think that if I knew 
. thee as'the Angels do, I ſhould be fi. 
4 1ed-; with their love, and readily diſpo- 
" Rd thy obedience, and ſpend - my {lf 
m thy endleſs praiſes : whereas now that 
thou haſt revealed thoſe things to us 
which the thoughts of Angels entered 
Rot Into, and haſt ſent thy dear Son 
in' our - nature, and not in the nature 
of Angels, and given him to die for 
as, and to open the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven to'us; I have not loved thee with 
the love of men. I have felt ſometime 
ſo little love to- thee, that I have been 
apt. to doubt whether I love thee. It 
hath -been but a little ſpark in my heart , 
ſcarce to be diſcerned; and hath not 
; ſhone,” as it ought to do, in my life be- 
fore men —— 


Rut - thy Gracious Pardon, O Roy of 
| ove, 
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love, I hope will make me admire thee, 


and - love” thee exceedingly. Some ſmall 
taſte and ſavour of thine extraordina» 
ry kindneſs , | will enkindle in me the 
moſt ardent affection towards thee. 
And it is already the hearty deſire 
and ſtudy of my Soul, - thou - knowelt, 
that I may love thee above all. things; 
and that all my love may ri into 1n- 


. genuous, free and chearfull obedience 


to every one of thy Commands. _Fhey 
are all - holy, juſt and good : they are 
moſt lovely and gracious in mine . eyes. 
I eſteem thy Precepts above all things to 
be moſt equal, beneficial, and highly Con- 
ducing to the perfeftion and * happineſs 
of our natures : and chuſe moſt joyfully 
to ſubmit my ſelf to the Sovereign  Au- 
thority of ſuch tender Love and 'Good-. | 


* will towards us, O pity and pardon ant 


humble Suitor to thee , that - bis heart 
may ever be under the power of thy ho- 
y Commands; and being captivated 
rom all things here below, may-- be- 
come a ſubject of thy love. 'I-wait on 
thee for the power 'of thy holy Spirit 
now to- come upon me. to fill me with 
thoughts., delires and affe&ions ſuita» 
ble to the duty which I atn about to ren» 

O 3 der. 


— 
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' +, der to thee. That when I think of. thoſe 


- fins; which killed the Lord of Life, 1 
may vehemently abhor and utterly re- 
nounce' them. And when I think of thy 
love, it may wonderfully raiſe and ey- 
- alt my heart to love thee , delight in 
thee, and gratefully to acknowledge thee. 
And when F think of thy holy Com. 
mands,” my heart may humbly bow, and 
gladly reſign it ſelf to be governed hy 
them. And the dying of the Lord Je- 
ſas ſet before my eyes, ' may make me 
an Offering holy and acceptable to thee 
for ever. 


I am Cnfjible: how oft I fall ſhort of 
my own deſires and reſolutions ; *and 
therefore again look up unto thee, with 
a humble Faith, for thy powerfull pre- 
ſence"'with me. To enlighten my mind 
more clearly; to ſettle my wandring 
and unſtable thoughts: to awaken the 
canſcience of my duty towards thee, and 
toward all men; to compoſe and quiet 
alt my turbulent paſfions and affeCtions ; 
and .*to confirm and ſtrengthen all the 
holy purpoſes - which | thou workeſt in 
me, + Vouchſafe, moſt gracious Lord, 
.. to accept and aſſiſt the fainteft, but 4 

[9'. neſt, 
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neſt, endeavours of my ſoul to pleaſe ' 
thee ; to encourage and further . every 
good inclination ; to poſſeſs and fortike-- 
me againſt the moſt importunate tem- 
ptations; and to enable me to. quell and 
bring under the ſtrongeſt oppoſitions . 
to thy divine Will. I deliver up my 
ſelf abſolutely witir all my heart unto 
it : defiring and purpoling to - live. 1n + 
ttedfaſt unicn 'and conformity ' with it; 
to maintain an humble and reverend ſenſe . 
of thy Greatneſs and Goodneſs 3 ſober- 
ly to uſe all the good things thou in- 
dulgeſt to me: to exerciſe righteouſ- 
neſs, charity, meeknes and gentlenefs 
to all men ; to poſſeſs my ſoul in patt- 
ence ; to be contented with my portion z 


- to pray without - ceaſing; and in-ecvery 


thing to give thanks, which is thy will 
in Chriſt Jeſus concerning me. SanRti- 
fie, I beſeech thee, the greateſt worldly 
bleſſings to me z ſupport me under the 
heavieſt afflitions ; fit me for the moſt. 
ſudden or lingring departure out of this 
life, and for whatſoever thy wiſe Pro- 
vidence ſhall order for me while T ſtay: 
in it ; and by all theſe means prepare me 
for everlaſting glory, And, O that the 
nearer I .approach unto it, the brighter - 

Q 4 ſenſe 
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ſenſe of it may ſhine in my heart ; chaſing 
away the fears of death, and the cares of 
life. And that I may. now begin it, by 
praiſing thee in the company of the Saints 
with joyfull lips : and every day praiſe 
thee better, and long more for that happy 
ſtate, where we fhall have nothing elſe to 
do but love and praiſe thee for ever. 


2Tim. 4.ult. The Tord Feſw Chriſt be 

with my Spirit : in whoſe 
holy words I farther recommend my ſelf to 
thy wonted Mercies, 


Our Father, &C. 
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The Meditation afterward at. home.. 


P there (any need after all thou haſt heard 
L and thought, and faid of thy bleſſed Savi- 
our, that I ſhould call. upon thee, and bid thee 
love him 2 Need I intreat and earneſtly be- 
ſeech thee, my Soul, to_preſerve the memo- 
of his moſt obliging kindneſs; and exhort 
to go again and again, to praiſe him im this 
manner? Merthinks we may turn our thoughts 
and our ſpeech to- him ;. thanking, and admi- 
ring the excels of his love, that he will let us 
approach thus near unto him. Ir is his love 
at he will at all regard us, and receive the: 
love we offer to him. But it is a great mar- 
vel of his love, that he hath intreated- us fo- 
often, and uſed ſo many arguments to us. 
and laid ſo many obligations. to love him, 
What are we, that he. ſhould ſeek after us. on: 
this faſhion, who had & mind to loſe him ? Ic 
is ſtrange that he will accommodate and ad-- 
dreſs himſelf to our very ſenſes, that our dull 
fleſh may not hinder us from loving: him.. 
Good Lord ! that. thy delight ſhould- be with 
the Sons of Men,  Couldſt thou not live un- 
les we lived alſo 2 Canſt.thou be at all the 
better for us? Have we been kind unto thee, 
{mce thou haſt done all this for us? Or do 
we-ule halt ſo many entreaties to thee, to 


do.us good; as-thou haſt done to us, to be 


O5 good 


PS 
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good to our ſelves? O be aſtoniſhed at the 
greatneſs of his mercy ! _ but thro ughly 
aflebt" thy heart. wich the beight and depth 
of his "wel ; and love will make more pathe- 

tical and moving exhortations to thee, than 
any thought cati invent, | I Will keave-thee un- 
der the power 'and conſtraint / of thy love. 
Ceafe'to love him'if thou canſt ; if hou doſt 
but think 'of | his love. But think withall, 
wa. A teſs condition that Soul is in, 
the love of God in Chriſt Jefus cannot 
move Nl prevail withall to love /him. And 
what ly all thy Brethren expet"from thee, 
who ate partakers of the common Salvation 
togrthls with thy ſelf? Canſt thou find in 
thy heart to offend him, for whom Chrift 
died ? Wilt thou not gpen thy bowels of com- 
ion towards others, whit thou ftandeſt in 
great tited even of infinite mercies thy ſelf? 
Shall ſome ſmall differences between you, four 
- heart ?/or blunt the'edge of that affection, 
ich is ſharpned by the E love to us, 
when we were ſtrangers and enemies to him by 
evil works? How canſt thou chuſe but be 
zeady to do good, and to forgive, even tho? 
that have done evil to thee : 
Luke 6.28, To bleſs them that emrſe thee, 
35, 36. and pray for them that deſpite 
mly uſe thee * Remetmbring 
that thy rewar chew ſhall be great, and thuu | 
ſhalt be the child of the higheſt : for he # kind | 
*ento the wnthanktull, and to the evil, Be this 
therefore merciful, as thy Heavenly Father !/s 
'& mereifall. Here 
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Here refolve wo _—_— _ this yr 

| often; upon that - part ot” our. Lotus 
_ which he left us: when he died, in 
PRAYING FOR HIS ENEMIES; . 
his \birter- eneiries, his malicious and . 
full enemies ; hits enemies char with hnplca- 
ble wrath moſt deviliſhly-eontrived the de- 
ſtruftion of the moſt innocent, loving, ob- 
liging and bountifull perſon that ever walk- 
ed upon the face of the Earth. Remember 
alſo how ſweetly and mildly he treated; every - 
hut os Tank 4 -n —_ who - 
etrayed him with a baſe hy ie; 
no work words than theſe . " 
to him, Friend, wherefore art Matt. 26. 50.”. 
thou come ? betrayeſt thon the Luke 22. 48+ - 
Son of man with a kiſs ? And 
let not either the greatneſs of mens malice ; 
or their barbarous requital of the” benefits - 
they have received: from thee ; or their trea- '- 
cherous hypocrifcie ; or their vile.. difſimula- 
tion, or any other aggravation of their” - 
crime, hinder thee from following thy Sa- 
viour, and ſtifle thy love. to thy enemies. 
And particularly expreſs thy love by ing -. 
maſt carneſtly for rham, beweiling thinks 6. 
ly and madneſs; pitying the ungodly helliſh - 
late wherein they are; and imitating the 
charity of Heaven to, which thou recom- - 
mendelt them, Open thy mouth with meek- 
nels of wiſdom, and let the 
Law of kindneſs be in thy Prove 31. 26. 
tonexe, Speak. to them gra- | 

cioully 
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3 cioully who have diſobliged 
Rom. 12,20, thee; And.if thine enemy hun- 
\, 2b = feed him if be thirſt, give 

coals 0 fire on 
his head ; that if i= it le he may be 
melted into berter nature, and his evil may be 
overcome with good. 


The 


'S! 
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The Thankſgiving and Prayer 


afterward. 


'@ Moſt holy and ever bleſſed Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, who only haſt 
immortality, and dwelleſt in: light unap- 
proachable by mortal eyes : ſhining in: 
the glory of thy own perfeAions, and 
not needing any reflexions from thy 
Creatures, Thou art full beyond our 
thoughts; and ever communicating out: 
of thy fulneſs, abundantly beyond all 
that we can conceive. We cannot compre- 
hend the vaſt number of Creatures which. 
thou haſt made, who all praiſe thee and. 
declare thy magnificent Goodneſs : nor 
are we 2ble to fathom the leaſt part of 
that bounty which: feeds them, and pro» ' 
vides for them, and takes care of them 
every where, Much lefs can we compre- 
hend thee, in whom they all live, and 
move, and have their being; and' from 
whom they are continually ſupplied with- 
out: diminiſhing thy full goodneſs, We 
the children of men have received a more 
liberal ſhare in thy bleſſings than- the reſt 
of. our: fellow-Creatures, and had moſt 
| | | _ large 
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| large experience of thy never - ceaſing 
love and kindnes to us. For after we 
had fpent- and waſted thoſe great tre. 
ſures wherewith thou didſt endow our na- 
tures ; thou haſt been pleaſed to grant 
us a-new and better portion, ' aid: to raiſe 
Bs up-again with the addition of many 
Talents: Having ſent thy Son- to redeem 
us, and to be the Author of a ſupernatu- 
ral birth to us; to declare to us all the 
wHl of thee our heavenly Father, and 
to give us exceeding great and precious 
promiſes, the expeCtation of -whieh might 
encourage us to do all that thon--requi- 
reſt of us. Thou haſt ſent him, bleſſd 
be thy Goodneſs, to bring us Life and 
Spirit z- to ſtrengthen us againſt all the 
powers of Hel} and Earth ; to: break the 
force of all temptations; to fanCtifie 
even our affliftions to us, and the it- 
firmities of,y our crazy bodies ; to take 
out the ſting of death, and to- make it 


: > an-entrance into an immortal life, Thou 
> hat advanced; him to intercede for us at 


thy right hand ; to be. our. Advocate 
with thee, when by our weakneſs we fin 
againſt thee, or are afraid to approach 
thee ; to. pardon us when we repetit atid 
return to thee ; and to bleſs us: by. giving 

| us 


ui 
0 
t 
f 
| 
1 
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is 


ws tepentance, 'and/'turhing:us from--all. 
our iniquities. And to all otter benefits 
thou- haſt added- the! comforts and re- 
freſhments of thy holy Table; where -I 


have-now partaken of his moſt blefſed Bo- 


dy'and' Blood. Thou: haft ſhewn :me the - 
greatneſs of my Saviour's love ; and ' tied 
me in new reſolutions to love and ſerve 
thee for ever; and given me ſtrong af- 
firance 'df thine everlaſting mercies -in 
Chriſt Jeſus. 


Theſe very acknowledgments will wit- 
neſs - againſt me, if. I ſhonld carelefly 
throw away this new portion, which 


thou haſt given me in thy love, The re» 


membrance of them will be intolerable, 
if 1 ſhould yor improve this extraordfna- 
ry Grace, which 1 have now commemo- 
rated. I flee unto thee therefore again, 
O moſt merciful! Father, for the help of 
thy holy Spirit, to continue in me a per- 
petual memory of that love which thou 
haſt beſtowed on me ; and of the profeſ- 
fions TI have made of an unmovable love 
to thee. O thou inſpirer of #1} -holy 
thoughts and defires ; O thou who delight- 
eſt fo encourage F! thoſe that ſeck after 
thee with thankfull hearts ; ſtop not the 
CUrrent 
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current 'of ''thy /bounteous love :* but as 


a 


thou haſt drawn! me to: thee, and moved 
me to. devote. my ſelf to. thy obedience ; 
ſo preſerve: and keep theſe thoughts and 
purpoſes 'in my heart for ever. |. believe 
thou heareſt me, and wilt be with me, 
And filled with power and might, and 
with conſtant hope in thee, I will walk 
and not be weary, and- run the ways of 
thy Commandments and not faint, -To 
that Almighty. Goodneſs I commit my 
lf, of which I have had ſuch long expe- 


rience. 


EF will never doubt of thy readi- 


neſs to aflift and further me ; but always 
look up unto the Heavens from whence 


cometh my help. - My-belp 


'Pfal. 222, 2, cometh from the Lord which 


7, 8. 


made Heaven and Earth. The 
Lord fhall preſerve me from 


all evil-: - be ſhall preſerve my- Soul. The 
Lord ſhall preſerve my. going out, and my 
coming in, from this time forth and even 
for evermore,. 


O that all the ends of the Earth- may 
ſe thy Salvation, and worſhip thy Name ; 
for it is holy, And eſpecially. all thoſe 
to whom is given a Kingdom, 
Dan. 5.18; Majeſty, Glory and Honowr, 
may 


CO ne es 


of Heaven ; all whoſe works 
ara truth, and bu ways judg- 
ment ;, and thoſe that walk 
in pride he us able to obaſe. 
Let all the righteous be glad ; 
let them rejoyce before God ; 
yea let them exceedingly re- 
joxce. Let them ſay conti- 
nually, the Lord be magni- 


. fied, which hath pleaſure in 


the proſperity of hy ſervants. 
O that al! mankind would 
praiſe the Lord for bus / core 
meſs and for his wonderfull 
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"may evermore praiſe, and 
;extoll, and honour the King 


Dan. 4. 37. 


Pal. 68. 3. 


3$- 27% 


Pfal. 107.8, 
I, 13. 


works to the children of men. For be ſatufieth 


the Longing Soul, and filleth the Hungry Soul 


with goodneſs. They cry unto the Lord in 
their trouble, and he ſaveth them out of their 


diſtreſſes. Bleſſed be the Lord 


God, even the God of our Pfal. 41.13. 


Salvation, from everlaſting 
to everlaſting. Amen and 
Amen. 


68. 19, 
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add... 


_— 


NDctoher, 


-— — —_ —__ __ — — 


—— 


The- Meditation ſome day before. 


OW long is it fince thou thought- 
eſt of the beſt Friend thou haſt in 
the whole world 2 And what were 
thy laſt thoughts of him ? Didft 

w not a very little whule ago long for hs 

company z and wiſh the time w come 

wherein thou mighteſt again enjoy him 2 Didſt 
thou not count the days till that happy time, 
when he promiſed to return or ſend unto thee? 

And fuppoſe he be dead ; with what paſſion 

doſt thou follow his memory 2 How art thon 

moved with the mention of his dear Name 2 

How glad to. poſſeſs any relique. of him, 

though it be bur his ſhadow? Or how 'oft 

doft thou look upon the hvely piCture of him, 

which is drawn in thy own nmagination 2 

And doſt thou think it could fail ro put thee 

in mind of what he left theem e when 

he departed this world 2 Couldſt thou for- 

get the Legacies he left thee, or the mheri- 

oag' he bequeathed to thee, as the Heir of 
S 1OVE. 


O how: 


O how long then is it, my Soul, fince [e. 
ſus was in cy thoughts 2 Canſt thou not tell? 
Was there ever ſuch a Friend as he, that died 
To ſave thee? Can any one pretend fo much 
to thy love, or merit of thee fo kind a re- 
membrance 2 Who is there that ever died tor 
the fake of his enemies? O how 'precious, 
how dear ſhould the Name of Jefiis be unto 
thee! With what joy ſhouldft thou reccive 
the news, that he 1s coming to viſit thee ? 
How welcome muſt this. invitation be from 
thy bleſſed Saviour, whom if thou loveſt 
thou canſt not but long to ſee? It is the 
voice. of thy well-beloved, that calls unto 
thee, and- faith; Come and- feaſt with me. 
Come /and fee by theſe fenfible figns,- which 
I have lefr-to repreſent me, how much my 
love hath made me to ſuffer for thee. Be- 
hold the lively figure of my Body and Blood, 
which was broken and ſhed to redeem thee. 
.L have cauſed it-to be made on purpole, that 
thou. 'mighteſt not forget me. 


What doſt thaw anſwer to him 2 Canſt thou 
lay, thou haſt looked for this day? That 
thou thoughteſt it long, till thou mighteſt go 
to his Houſe? or at was defirous to go 
and-ſee him fet forth crucified before thine 
eyes? Why? What good did the laſt fight 
of him do thee? What pangs of love didſt 
thou feel in thy heart 2 What pleaſure, what 
joy in the remembrance of his kindneſs? Did 
x call all his Commands to mind, and re- 
commend 
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commend-them effectually to thy love 2 Did 
it ftir-chee up to do his Will, and make thee 
more zealous ever ſince in working that which 
aokeh = in his yy What didit thou'think 
| my 2 e hath gi- 
yen thee? 4s inheritance imcor- 1 Pet+ 1. 4+ 
ruptible, aud undefiled, and that 
h not away, reſerved in 
_ Heaven for thee * Didft thou 
believe his Word ; and verily t 037 
| to receive the reward of Col. 3. 24- 
this inheritance ? How did that 
faith then work in thy heart 2 Did it give 
thee extreme content? Having hope to ſee 
him, did it make' thee prrifie 
th elf, even as he ws pure ?' Go 1 John 3, 3. 
n now as a friend of his, | 
do - the fame again. ; Renew thy remem- 
of him. Shew: him the |beliet thou 
haſt in-him : the love [thou to. his 
/ Name and Word : how ; reſolved. thou. art. 
never to forget him : and how . pp thou 
thinkeſt thy ſelf, in the portion he hath g1- 
ven thee in his grace and love. Profelſs to hu 
that his Commandments /are dearer to thee. 
than thy life: and that thou wilt ſooner out: 
with it, than not perform his holy Will in 
every thing. Vow to him again , that. thou 
wilt be true and faithfull to him. Embrace 
all thy Brethren there aſſembled with a kind 
aftetion, becauſe they are his friends and fol- 
lowers. Defire that all the World ſhould 
know him, and be acquainted man - - 
e 


2 
1 
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ppetnal memory of him may be pre 
oh this as as the hee and 


and thou wilt feel the [; _ prititicde to 


thy Saviour, whe hath done fo mach to de- © 


ſerve thy love, which is little worth to | 


Then thou wilt hear him, as good as ſay 
rnto thee; Son, be of good chear, thy ſins are 
forgiven thee, All that I have is thine.” I wil 
be an everlaſting friend to thee, and make thee 
inherit all things. ' It is my Father's good plca- 
ſure to give thee a Kingdom : ©. f here I give 
.thee' the earneſt of that pu rchuſed poſe 
What reaſon haſt thou to Moby: of enjoy- 
ment; if thou art'my Friend, by doing what- 
ſvever I command: thee 2 Do not friends par- 
take in each others = en ? 'My powet which 


rr pee over all things in Heaven and Earth, 
aſſiſt thee, M Angel ſhall be thy Guar- 
diant. © My _y a; -4 Guide and Di- 


I My comforts ſhall encourage and 
ſa thee. Beranſe: # live, 
John 14. 19. "thou ſhalt live alſo. For I came 
"16; 10, that my Sheep might have life, 
and that they might have it more 


ate). 
# = Ie 


F aithfulneſs unto the Clouds. 
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The Prayer ſome time before. 


Moſt holy and eternal God, who 
art good and doeſt good : the whole 
Earth is full of thy goodnefs. Thy Mer- 
reacheth unto the Heavens, and thy 
Thou art 
great in Power, Wiſdom, and all other 
Perfeftions : and therefore' greatly to be 
feared, honoured. and loved by all un- 
derſtanding Creatures... When I conſider 
how much thou haſt done for me, or 
how much I have often promiſed to do 
for thee; T am on/ both hands confounded 
and aſhamed in my own thoughts.- "Thou 
art my Creator, my Father, my Saviour , 
Deliverer, and conſtant Benefa&tor : the 
God of my life, of my health, of all-m 
reſent comforts and future hopes. -'* 
ve promiſed often to be thy faithfull 
ſervant, and thy dutifull child :'to hen 
and glorifie thee both with body- and fol, 
and all the good things thou haſt beſtow- 
ed on me. In my Baptiſm I was dedica- 
ted unto thee ; and have many times con- 
firmed that Gift, and renewed my- En- 
gagements to continue in thy A 
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In my Promiſes, Proteſtations and Vous 
I have been very liberal : but how ſparing 
in performance, thou , who art acquaint- 
ed with all my ways, knoweſt; and ] 
my. ſelf know ſo much of my Rect, 
that I, may' juſtly wonder , thou ſtil 
taineſt me in thy Family, and: letteſt i 
enjoy the privilege of thy Children. A- 
| be thy great long-ſuffering and 
w_ toward me and all* mankind 
_ to the Name of the Lord, 
who 4fter. our abuſe of ſo many bleſſings 
hath added the gift of his dear Son, and 
ſent him to pay a ranſome for us. . O the 
unconceivable greatneſs - of; . that: love , 
which hath ſo much befriended: the Fnoſ? 
tefull enemies ! , I humbly mention 
the blood of his Croſs, as a ſufficient fa- 
crifice, oblation and fatisfaftion', not on- 


: : ly, for my fins, but. the (ins 'of the whole 
PL orld.. I lift: up my hands unto thee in 


Name, to. receive that; grecious par- 
p.,./ Which he, hath purchaſed. for me: 
ping through him,- that thou wilt (till 

inue. thy love unto :me, - who am: ſted- 
faſtly. reſolved to love thee above all 
things. Far be it from me-to. think, that 
the love of our Lord ſhould maintgin mc 


i | 00 rebellion” againſt thee , -0r:;60un- 
i) tenance 
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tenance my contempt of thy holy Laws. 
No; Yoye me { much, good Lord , "as 
to change my will, and renew my' nature 
into thy -own likeneſs; that I may be 
truly a friend of God. -I wiſh for no 
greater happineſs, than to feel my-ſoul 
at peace and friendſhip with thee, by" an 
intire and unchangeable love to all Righ- 
teouſneſs, Goodneſs and Truth; ' And''T: 
am going to remember his 'dying "love 3: 
that with the heartieſt atfeftion T may 
devote my ſelf wholly to thy love 'and- 
ſervice. I do as unfeignedly defire- that 
all my fins may die: as I am: glad that 
Chriſt died to be a propitiation- for then. 
And*I as ſincerely offer up my ſelf, my 
underſtanding, my will, my deſires and 
paſſions, and all that I have unto thee ; 
as I really believe that he offered up him- 
ſelf for me. O that the power of the 
Holy Ghoſt may accompany me: and 
unite my thoughts and aftetions to make 
a moſt thankfull commemoration of his 
loving kindneſs. Repreſent unto my 
mind moſt feelingly all that Jeſus hath 
done and endured for our ſake. Fix my 
mind and heart upon the ineſtimable be- 
nefits he hath obtained for me. That I 
may not onely behold w— outward _— 

0 
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of-.him : but receive thoſe pledges of his 
love, with! the humbleſt. reverence, with 
ſuch a lively faith, and: vehement love, and 
ready, fubmiſhon of my will to him ; that 
Chriſt Jeſus: may be inwardly formed in 
me... | long for the happineſs of knowing 
afſuredly that Fam a Friend of his, by my 
delighting greatly. in. his Commandments, 
and: truſting . my ſelf and: all my concerns 
intirely-in his- hands, and contenting my 
Ulf. in his love, and good- will toward me, 
and. rejoicing-in, the Sovereign Dominion, 
Power: and Glory which thou. haſt given 
him; with moſt carneſt deſires that-all the 


þ ;. world may loveand-obey him. Amen. 


Our Father, &c. 
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The Meditation afterward at home. 


With what unwillingneſs are we wont to 

leave-the company of a Friend in whom 

we delight 2 How doth the remembrance of 
him ſtick unto our mind 2 How often' do we 
think of the kind words we heard from his 
mouth, and view the tokens he hath left with 
us of his love 2 Do we not ule to caſt our eyes 
behind us when we vo from him, and look at- 
ter him as long as he is in fight? Are we not 
glad ro ſee but his back, when we cannot be- 
hold his face? O ſweet Jeſus ( then ſhouldſt 

thou ſay to thy ſelf) who can be content to 
part with the thoughts of thee, when he ſees 

the love thou beareſt to us; and all the ble 

fings thou imparteſt to thy friends and follow» 
ers 2 What heart can endure to loſe the fight of 

fuch happineſs, or Tuffer thy remembrance to 

die out of- its mind ? I ſhould look as far as 

Heaven, rather than ſuffer thee to go out of 
my thoughts : and always be caſting mine eyes 

to thy dwelling-place; that I may behold, at 

this diſtance, though never fo little of thy moſt 

excellent glory. 


So one would think in reaſon : But this 
dull fleſh* begins to complain, that ir is tired 
and cannor thus follow: thee any farther. Ir 
P 2 makes 
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makes me ſigh to think, that 1 muſt loſe this 
clear and lively fight which I have of thee. 
And yet, as heavy as it 1s, I will not ceaſe 
| to be often looking atter my Saviour. What 
though I cannot always fee him, fo as I have 
now ſeen him in the Sanctuary; yet I will ne- 
ver forget him. And the darkeſt apprehenſi- 
ons of his love and favour, ſhall ever be dea- 
rer to me, than any object in this World, 
Bleſſed be his goodneſs, which hath given tne 
ſuch pledges of it, as engage me 
Pal. 103+ 18. to remember him, wil! be e- 
ver minafull to keep the Cove- 
nant, T have made with him, and remember his 
Commandments to doe them, And as long as I 
do his will (though I cannot always lift up my 
thoughts and affections as I would unto him ) 
I hope I am his friend. O ſweet words which 
"YA I _ heard vow = yr /o 
ark 3.35. my Saviour; Wheoſcever. ſhall do 
”_ the will of God, the ſame is my 
Brother, and my Siſter, aua my Mother, 1 have 
no other will, O Lord, but thine, and I will 
prove continually, what is that good, and accep- 
table, and perfect will of thine: that we may 
be eternal friends, by the conſtant union of our 
wills in one. Let my Lord command what he 
gon, it ſhall be obeyed. Let him do what 
e thinks good ; my wul ſhall be done as well 
as his. , 
O my Soul, thou haſt ſaid unts 
Plal. 16.2, 3. the Lord, thou art my Lord: but 
| my goodneſs extenaeth not unto 
bins; 
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him; bat to the Saints that are in the earth; and 
rothe excellent in whom is all my delight. They 
are his friends, and what thou doelt to them; 
he accounts it as done unto himſelf. Think 
thy (elf happy that thou wilt never want him, 
whilſt thou enjoyelt them. Thou feedeſt hins 
when thou feedeſt them. Thou goelt to ſee 
him, when thou viſitelt chem in their need and 
mitery. Ferily 1 ſay wnto you 

(they are the words of the Matt. 25. 40. 
Lord) in as much as ye have 

done unto one of the leaſt of thefe my Brethren, 


ye have done it unto me, 


Reſolve therefore all this Month toendeavour 
to excite BROTHERLY KINDNESS, 
which is the fountain of Charity, And look 
on ic as a great part cf the riches of the dt- 
vine Grace, that he is not onely content to 
tove us himſelf; but hath contrivea ways an 
means that all men elſe may love us, and com- 
mands them fo to doe, as they hope to he ſa- 
ved. Begin this brotherly kindneſs then thy 
{elf that ſo thou mayſt be able to fay every 
day, O how great 1s thy mercy, O Lord ! 
that thou loveſt me thy ſelf, and wouldſt have 
all the World to love me. O how great is 
thy goodneſs, that 'thou not onely chargeſt 
them fo to doe; but ingageſt them to love me 
by thy love! Yea, to love me fo, as thou 
haſt loved me and them; and fo as they love 
themſelves. How full, how incomprehenſi- 
ble is the love of my God, who would have 


- mt 
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me hated by none ; but every man to be my 
friend, if I am in need, every man to doe me 

ood ? How can I want who have ſuch a Fa- 

er, who hath made all men to be my Bre- 
thren? How happy would he make me, who 
labours to ſet all hearts open to me; that as 
many men as I ſee, ſo many lovers I may be- 
hold 2 Thou dwelleſt, O God, in love : and 
wouldſt have me to doe fo too, by loving, 
and being beloved of all. What returns ſhall I 
make to the Lord for hislove! Hetells me that 
itislove. Love thy Brethren, love them with a 
pare heart fervently, This is the thing which I 
would have thee do. And this will make thee 
bleſſed for ever : by loving me and all others, 
and by being beloved of me, and of all men elle 
that love me. 


— 
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The Thankſeiving and Prayer 


afterward. 


Lord God Almighty, which is, which 
was, and is to come. Who art the 
happineſs of Men and Angels: and haſt an 
innumerable company of beautifull Crea- 
tures always beholding tiy Glories, ſatis- 
fied with thy love, delighting themſelves 
in thy Praiſes; and to Eternity can deſire 
no higher pleaſure, than to be thy Friends 
and Servants, I caſt down my ſelf before 
thee to join, as well as I am able, together 
with all that heavenly Hoſt, 'in lauding and 
magnifying thy great and holy Name; and 
rejoycing in thee with thankſgiving. 


Thou haſt created all things, and for 
thy pleaſure they are and were created. 
Thou haſt redeemed Mankind by the 
Blood of thy Son; and raifed us out of 
the duſt, that we might fit with him in 
Heavenly places. Thou haſt ſent the 


Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, in ſigns and 


wonders, and divers miracles ; 'in : gifts 
of knowledge, wifdom and prophecy'; 
Fa and 


S— 
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and in abundance of thy Grace, to re- 
pew and fanCtifie the hearts of thy faith- 
full People. - The Apoſtles and Miniſters 
of reconciliation were thy Gift ; by 
whom thou haſt brought the glad tidinzs 
of Salvation into theſe parts of the 
World. The Son of righteouſneſs, prai- 
fed; be - thy Goodneſs, hath enlightned 
,our eyes; who ſate in darkneſs, and in 
'the ſhadow: of death. I have been thy 
conſtant care from my firſt conceptt- 
on and -entranee - into the world until! 
this moment. Innumerable bleſſings thou 
haſt beſtowed on me; and ſtill I hear 
the voice of joy and gladneſs, I behold 
my Guides and Inſtruftours; and have 
the liberty to go into thy Houſe; and I 
fee my++Saviour himſelf in the remem- 
brances and ' pledges he hath left me of 
his dying love, I will never ceaſe to 
adore - and (extoll- thy Mercy :' who, halt 
kept -me., from' going down into the pit ; 
and ſaved - my: foul frem the nethermoſt 
"Hell. Bleſſed be' thy Goodneſs for the 
conſtant proviſion of thy Houſe ; the 
comforts of thy Holy Spirit ; the fſocie- 
ty; of thy Childrea; the hopes of Hea- 
ven; ; and. the taſtes thou haſt given me 
of immortal joys in - this - holy Food 
& with 
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with my Saviour. As thou haſt begun, 
good Lord, out of thine own undeſerved 
love to make me happy; fo continue 
thy loving kindneG to me, till it be fint- 
ſhed in perfeCt friendſhip with thee. Pre- 
ſerve in- me, though never ſo- weak, yet, 
a conſtant and prevailing ſenſe of thy 
Goodneſs; that I may moſt willingly 
obey thee, and chearfully do thy Will in 
all ti:ings. That the very ſame mind may 
be in me, which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus: 
WWheſe meat it was to doe thy 
will, and finiſh the work of John 4. 34- 
thee that ſenteſs him. 
that God would count me + Thef{ r. 
worthy of this calling, and 11,12. 
fulfill in me all the good 
pleaſure of his goodneſs , 
and the work of faith with 
power. That I may ſtand Coloff 412 
perfet® and complete in all h 
the will of God : and the Name of the Lord 
Teſus may be glorified in me, and I im him 4 
according. to the grace of our God, and 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt, IT have givey 
my ſelf now again unto thee: and pro 
 feſſed the ſtricteſt friendſhip with thee{ 
Lord, help me to keep it without ſpot, and 
unrebukeable, untill the appearing of tht 
P 5 Lord, 
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Lord Foſs. That both. Body and Soul be- 
mg preſerved pure and undefiled, as the 
Temples of the Holy Ghoſt; it may be my 
conſtant Guide, ſtrength and comfort : and 
tead me ſafely throngh all the difficulties 
and dangers of this World, the entice- 
ments of the fleſh, and the crafts and ſub- 
tilties of the Devil, to a place of peace and 
fafety in the Regions above, where I may 
for ever dwell in thy love and fing thy 
praiſe. O that all the. People did praiſe 
thee, OGod; that all the people did praiſe 
thee. That the whole Earth were filled 
with the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the Sea : and all thoſe that 
know thee, did walk worthy of thee ; as 
Children of the light, and of the day, ha- 
ving no fellowſhip with the unfruitfull 
works of darkneſs. Blefs thy Church plan» 
ted in theſe Iſlands; that 

2 Cor. 6. :. we” may not receive in Vain 
Tit. 2.141, that grace bringing Salvation, 
12. which hath appeared to us, 
teaching us that denying un- 

Folllineſi, and worldly Iuſts, we ſhould live 
foberly, righteouſly and podly in this preſent 
world *'But from the higheſt to the loweſt 
have grace, whereby we may 
Heb. 12,28. ſerve thee acceptably, with re- 
verence 
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| verence and godly fear, Comfort all my 
| Friends; forgive all my Enemies: relieve 
| thoſe that are in any miſery; draw all (in- 
ners to repentance; and help ail good men 
to perfect holineſs in thy fear : that at laſt 
with one conſent, we may all unite our 
hearts and tongues in thy everlaſting prai- 
ſes. 


Now the Grace of Our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt, and the love of 2 Cor. 13. 


God, and the Communion of the ult. 
Hely Ghoſt, be with us all. 
Amen. 

November, 


” 
» 
, = 
PF .a xi . : = = 5 
Ade *» L Y. | 
Grow : , 
, £ : ; ; 
- 
F i 2 
+1 l [ 
od *& if + | 
- - * þ. 
*L p q ; 
& £ 4 P 
wy _ 
- -* ' 
iT {< 
: «bt > 
+ 
© 
- 

LACK 
iv o dc 

- 

co 
= 
, * 
* 
. 
” ; | 


4 Py # 
# 
_- 


Nov. Meditations and Prayers. 325 


— 
W— —_—_ —— 


—_— — 


| November. 


The Meditation ſome day before: 


IT H what wonder and admiration 
do we entertain thoſe things which. < 
are ſtrange and unuſual ? The very 
news of them carries great num- 
bers to ſee them, and the fightwf 

them fixes their eyes on them, as if they could 
never have enough of them. Behold 

the wonder of wonders, which thou art cal 
led to ſee, and feed thine eyes and heart with- 
all. God is come to dwell in fleſh. This 
Fleſh is made a Sacrifice for the fins of the 
World. And he invites thee now to a Feaſt 
upon that Sacrifice;. that thou mayſt dwell in 
him and he in thee. O marvellouslove! What 
eyes ever ſaw ſuch a ſight as the Son-of God dy- 
ing on a Croſs? Theonely begotten of the Fa- 

_ ther bleeding as a MalefaCtor 2 The glorious 
King of Heaven laying down his lite freely 
for his own Subjects:. Rebells I ſhould have al: 
Id them, and enemies to him? Where are all 
my thoughts? Whereis my admiration? What 

is become of my. love? Whither are all my de- 

fares gone ? It will be a new wonder 1 they 
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do not all aſſemble themſelves together, at the 
commemoration of ſuch love : which doeth me 
the grace to make me partaker of that Bod 
-and Blood, which was fo offered up ro God. 
Strange! that my thoughts ſhould be fo heavy, 
and my affeftions fo cold! that my hunger and 
thirſt, my love and my joy ſhould be no more 
excited ; at the-very:motion.to go to the Houle 
of God, to make a thankfull remembrance of 
his death! We think the Angels lead an happy 
life, in their bleſſed employment of giving con- 
tinual praiſes to God: why do I not go then 
with a more forward joy 1nto the Courts of the 
Lord to ave. this in remembrance of- Chrilt, 
which thoſe heavenly Creatures 
Heb. 2. 16. do not do? For he hath nt ta- 
ken hold of the nature of Anzel;, 
bat of the ſeed of Abraham, for whom he bath, 
prepared alſo this facred food of which they ne- 
| ver taſted. Unto which of the 
_ Heb. 1.5.13, Avgels ſaid he at any time, Thou 
art my Son, this day have 1 be- 
gotten thee ? or, Sit thou at my right hand, tiff 
Tmake thine enemies thy foot-ſtool, Artthou not 
defirous'of honour, and greedy of gainfull pre- 
ferment ? Art thou not prone to ſkek great 
things for thy ſelf? What greater honour or 
dignity can there be, than to be ſo nearly rela- 
to the Lord of all ; to be a Member of him 
that 1s Head of all Principalities and Powers ? 
Behold the treaſures of grace and glory which 
he offers thee? and by theſe figns of his Body 


and Blood would make over to thee. Is not 
Love 
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Love the very life and foul of the World ? Is it 
not the joy and fatisfattion of hearts? Behold 
here the worthieſt object of it that ever was. 
See how he would fill and poſſeſs thy whole 
Soul with perfect contentment, And leſt thou 
ſhouldſt be ſo unhappy, as not to dwell in 
Love: See how he would engage thee by theſe 
bonds in which thou art going to tie thy ſelf, to 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, foul 
and ſtrength; and thy Neighbour as thy elf. 
How doth he comply with thy moſt natural 
inclinations? How doth he ſtudy to gratife thee 
in thy moſt noble defires? Call up thy beſt and 
pureſt thoughts. Strain thy felt ro the height 
of admiration, Endeavour to forget all other 
things, and onely to look at preſent upon Je- 
fus. If any thing can make thee love God, it 
muſt be his love. If any thing can make thee 
hateſin, it muſt be this Sacrifice for it. If any 
thing can make thee willing and obedient, 1t 
muſt be his obedience to the death. Think then 


,when thou comeſt into his preſence, that thou 


ſeeſt him hanging on his Croſs. Think thou 
ſeeſt him fpreading out his arms, and refignin 
himſelf to the will of God. . That thou behol- 
deſt his gaping Wounds, and the Blood trick- 
ling down his Sacred Body. Thatthou heareſt 
him cry unto thee; Did 1 not love thee, when 
I bled to death for thee? Did I not love thee, 
when I endured this pain and forrow to redeem 
thee > Could I dono more than give my felt, to 
deliver thee from death, and open the Kingdom 
of Heaven and Eternal life? And then whes 
cart 
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heart-is there, that need be taught what it 
ſhould ſay, and what it ſhould do on this oc- 
cafion? Who can refrain himſelf from giving 
blefting, and praiſe, and glory in the higheſt to 
him 2 Who can want thanks to render him for 
ſ\uch invaluable benefits? Or find in his heart 
to deny him his ſervice? Nay, who would not 
rejoyce to think of ſerving one that hath meri- 
ted thus of him; and intends to reward his 
duty with that very glory which the Father 
hath given him? Our Lord cannot but expect 
tolee thy mind fraught with heavenly thoughts, 
and a moſt high eſteem ot him: thy heart 
migiity full of love, and vows, and reſolutions, 
ready to. be preſented to him : thy will bowing 
and Nog it ſelf wholly to his diſpoſal. 
And to all ſuch he faith by his Miniſters, Come 
to my Supper, for all things are ready, Come, 
and take this holy Sacrament to your comfort, 
Rejoyce with me and be exceeding glad ; for I 
love you, and will love you to the end, 
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The Prayer ſome time before. 


() Moſt holy Lord of Heaven and Earth; 
the greateft and moſt deſirable good; 
the onely reſt and ſatisfation of our Souls. 
Whom' to know is the beginning of life : 
whom to love purely is our perfection up- 
on earth : whom to poſſeſs in an unchange=- 
able wiſdom, charity and purity, is Hea- 
ven it ſelf, It was thy great Goodneſs 
to make us know thee, and love thee, 
and be like unto thee. And a greater 
to ſue unto us and intreat for our atfe- 
ions. But it 1s the greateſt of all, a 
miracle of thy love, that thou haſt ſent 
fuch a Perſon as thy Son Jeſus to beſeech 
us, and to add mighty importunities to 
his intreaties; that we would do that, 
which we ought to be deſirous to be 
admitted to doe,. as the greateſt happi- 
neſs we are capable of, Lord, what is 
man that thou art thus kind unto him 
We are very little things; hugely be- 
low ſo much of thy notice. We: are 
naturally infirm and crazed in our- bo- 
dies. And our underſtandings are ſhort- 
ſighted, 


330 Meditations and Prayers. Noy, 
ſighted, our reaſonings weak and child- 
iſh, our paſſions eaſily diſordered , our 
reſolutions inconſtant ; and by fin we 
have made our ſelves worſe, and turn- 
ed theſe into greater miſchiefs. So that 
if thou” hadſt been pleaſed to ſhew but 


a little pity and compaſiion to us, and' 


not ſuffered us to become extremely mi- 
ſerable ; what could we have expected 
more from thy Goodneſs 2 But that 
thou ſhouldeſt deſign to advance ſuch 
pitious and wretched things as we are, 
who know . not how to value and eſteem 
thy benefits, to_ the ſtate and dignity of 
thy Children ; to- make us like thy ſelf 
in Righteouſnes, Goodneſs and Truth ; 
and at laſt to give us a bleſſed immorta- 
lity in ſoul and body; O how aſtoniſh- 
ing is this love! which thou haſt ſhewn 
to us in the Son of thy love the Lord Je- 
ſus, I am afhamed to think | that this 
Grace hath waited ſo long upon me , 
and been no better entertained and im- 
proved. That my apprehenſions of it 
are ſtill ſo dull ; my reafonings of ſo lit- 
tle force, to conſtrain my. whole ſoul 
unmoveably to love thee, delight in 
thee, and- to live to thee for ever. 1 


moſt humbly flee to : that Grace which 
| hath 
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hath abounded thus towards me, for 
the pardon which it hath promiſed to 
{ thoſe, who yield themſelves to be go- 
verned by it. O let not thy unwearied 
Goodneſs be provoked yet to caſt off 
the care of me: But continue to hold 
before mine eyes thy love in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, and the great glory which he hath 
purchaſed for us; till my heart be over- 
come and ſubdued perfeftly to his obe- 
dience., That I may abandon every 
evil way, which is inconſiſtent with the 
enjoyment of his favour and happineſs ; 
and it may be the very buſineſs of my 
life to purifie my ſelf as thou art pure : 
| from all jinordinate cares and fears ; 
from ſenſyal luſts and brutiſh paſſions ; 


from anger and hatred; envy and ma- 
lice; pride and vanity ; falſeneſs and 
diſhmulation ; murmuring and difcon- 
tent; and whatſoever is oppoſite to thy 
blefſed Nature and Will declared by 
Chriſt Jeſus. O that the Faith of Chriſt, 
which thou haſt already planted in my 
heart, may take a deeper root ; that as 
I believe- him to be the Lord of all, who 
died for me, and bought me with a price, 
and 1s riſen again to be . the Author of 
eternal Salvation to thoſe that obey*- 
him, 
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him, and will come to jndge the quick 
and the dead: fo I may conſtantly re- 
yerence him, and religiouſly keep his ho- 
ly Commands, and ftedfaſtly truſt him, 
and make him my hope, and Jove his 
appearing ; that I may be found of him 
then in peace, And now that I am go- 
ing to make him my renewed acknowledg- 
ments, and devote my ſelf to his holy 
obedience; Lord, fill me with fiuch wor- 
thy thoughts, affeftions and reſolutions, 
that T may know that I- love him, and 
may rejoyce in hope of his eternal love 
unto me. O that nothing may inter- 
poſe when .-I am at thy Table, to hinder 
the effect of theſe holy deſires; that no 
cioig may ariſe in my mind to obſcure 
my fight of his love; no vain thought 
to draw me aſide from meditating on 
his Death and Paſhon for my fake : but 
I may be carried then and always with a 
ſtrong and irreſiſtible inclination to doe 
his will. 


Plal. 141.2. Let my prayer come before 
thee, as the incenſe; and 
the lifting up of my hands, 

Pal. 143.1, '9s the evening Sacrifice. 

2. Hear me, O Lord, and 
give 
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give ear to the voice of my ſupplications: in 
| thy faithfulneſs anſwer me, and in thy righ- 
reonſneſs. And enter not into judgment with. 


thy Servant : for in thy fight ſhall no man li- 
- ving be juſtified. 


Onr Father, &c. 


The 


wn 
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The Meditation afterward at home 


Hat .our Saviour faid to the People con- 
cerning Fohn the Baptiſt, ma Imi- 

tated by thee with a ſmall alte- 

Luke 7-24 ration, What went ye out for 
to ſee?,a reed ſhaken with the 
wind ? (a thing of no moment? ) But what 
went ye out for to ſee? a man cloathed in ſift 
raiment ? [ Some worldly pomp and bravery ] 
behold, theſe are in Kings Courts, But what 
went ye out for to ſee? a Prophet ? Tea, I ſay 
unto you, and much more than a Prophet : For 
aming thoſe that are born of women, there is nat 


a greater Prophet than John the Baptiſt 


Where haſt thou been ? mayſt thou fay to 
thy ſelf. At an ordinary meal, or a common 
entertainment? What wenteſt thou out to re- 
ceive ? a piece of bread and a cup of wine? 
That we have in our own Houſes, Or what 
wenteſt thou from home to ſee? a dumb 


ſhew, a ſilent gravity, a company of men with 


ſerious looks and fad behaviour ? Thoſe we may 
ſee among them that mourn for any dead 
friend! Or what wenteſt thou out for to ſee ? 
Bread broken, and Wine poured out, in a 1ſo- 
lemn and holy manner by the appointment of 
Chriſt Jeſus? Yea, and much more __ - ; 


I 
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Chriſt himſelf, the Son of the bleſſed, under 
thoſe figns and figures of his death. T his is he 
of whom it is written, Behold, the' Lamb of God 
that takes away the ſins of the worlds Verily, 
there is none born of Women hke unto him 
the onely begotten Son of God, the Heir of all 
_ And thou haſt been at his 1 able; thou 
haſt behe 


Id the aftoniſhing love of God in deli- 


vering him up to ſuffer for thee; thou haſt 
received the pledges of deareſt love, and the 
earnefts of ah thoſe goods that he poſſeſſes, 
Couldſt thou ſee no beauty in him, that thou 
ſhouldſt defire him ? Nor taſte: no pleaſure in 
haying friendſhip with him? Is it nothing to 
partake of the merits of his ſufferings? To be 
made the Son of the King of Heaven and the 
Heir of his love, by being made/partaker of his 
Divine nature and- diſpoſition 2 Where were 
thine eyes then? What were thy thoughts 
doing 2 None ever believed and conſidered 
this love that God bears to us; who 'was 


not moved and enflamed by it to love him- 


above all things, For the Creator and *PoF 
ſeffor of Heaven and Earth to love thee : 
what a word is that? Who can hear it, and 
not be at once both amazed and tranſported? 
Eſpecially when he loves thee {o much as to 
lend his own Son unto thee, yea, his onely 


Son, the Son of his love: who hath fo lo- 


ved thee, as to ſpend his deareſt blood in 
thy ſervice; and all this freely, without any 
motive but his own love; and to procure us 
the greateſt bleſſings, no leſs in oy =" 

than 


a 
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| than immortal life. What heart can think of | 
this: and not be overpowered by it 2 And nee | 
he intreat thee not to forget the love he 
hath ſhewn unto thee? to ſpend a few 
thoughts every day on ſuch a Friend, that 
hath deſerved ſo much of thee?- A mean 
requeſt; which ſhould be granted , one 
would think, without the asking. And wilt 
thou be at no pains to preſerve his '-memo- 
ry? Shall he flip out of thy mind, unleſs he 
rce himſelf into thy company ? It is eaſe 
to be warm by a fire ſide. It is almoſt im- 
poſſible not to be moved, when the perſon | 
we love s before our eyes. But when we are 
gone from the fire, we muſt exerciſe our 
elves, not to grow cold again» And when 
a friend 1s at a diſtance from_us, we muſt 
look upon the tokens we have received of | 
his king neſs, or ſome other way bring him 
ro our remembrance. Or rather our great 
love to him, will often preſent him before 
our imagination. Do but love. thy Saviour 
then in an hearty manner, and how canſt 
thou fail to love him more? That little 
thing is all that he dfites of thee, that thou 
wouldſt love him beſt; and then doeven what 
thou wilt. 


For you may conſider, that it 1s the na- 
ture of all love, not to let our heart be 
joined to any other object, which ſhall in a- 
ny degree prejudice that which is principally 
loved. Whatloever is eſteemed , I: 

an 


FIT, "4 "0 
" +..." Is 


"Nov. Medhtarlon ah Probl. by & 
| and adrired by us above all others ; pail vos 4 
permit” "any thing to be entertained , 


ſhall any wy iture it ih oyr thoughts _ 
c 


are naturally averſe to any 
ſych objects, and rejeR et the with 


EN at with E 
A og 
, > Om 


bu adue ty evorion. to kim, .. 'Thou . wilg 


if as 4 baſe temptation arid. an 
= offer ; . which is not only to 


ond ds rejected , but hated, and loath- 
Thou wilt ſay, 1 am dead to fi in, I can- 

not live any longer therein. I have done with 

all your adulterate pleaſures. Mg + is my { OY» 

my lite and my crown: what pleaſes him, 
_ me. His love is a Law within m 

A wo and therefore I delight to do thy will 
G 


And the more to fortifie thy ſelf, thou 
maylſt often meditate all this Month, upon 
the COURAGE and CONSTANCY, the 
Fortitude and Magnanimity of Jeſus in af- 
lerting the Truth of God. For this is par- 
tigwlarly remembred by St. Paw as a part of 
his charaCter, that he witneſſed 
before Pontius Pilate a good con- 1 Tim. 6413: 
feſſion, By which we. ſhould 
excite our ſelves out of Love 

to 
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to him tofollow after 7ighte- 

1Tim6.1 I, onſneſs, godlineſs, faith, cha- 
12, rity, patience meekneſs, 
whatſoever it cot us. Let the 

| a | ah Tz m_hs oy dV 
T. | 17, Ou ; : t 
ay F of Faith : "/s hold j-4 Kovac 
| the For herein is our love 

, &ft, that we have boldneſs in the day 

br Ts Kees as he is, ſo are we in this 
is no-fear in love; but perfett 

hove Foy 4s ty fear : benanſe fear hath tor- 
(ro > be that Saad is not made .perfett in 
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The Thankſgiving and Prayer 


afterward. 


I Humbly offer unto thee, O Lord, to- 
gether with the whole Company of 
Heaven , the ſacrifice of praiſe and thankſ- 
giving; which is eternally due to thy 
moſt bounteous Goodneſs. The whole 
World was made by thee out of nothing. 
The Heavens, the Earth, the Seas, and 
all that are therein, confeſs themſelves 
the work of thy infinite Wiſdom and 
Power. Out of the duſt thou haſt framed 
our . comely bodies : and inſpired into 
them immortal Spirits : on which thou 
haſt engraven thy own Image. Thou didſt 
put thine own Majeſty upon us, . that all 
thy Creatures here ſhould be obedient to 
us, and we be obedient only to thee, the 
great Lord and Governour of all. O how 
great was the honour which thou con« 
ferredſt upon us! And how much more 
wonderfull the Grace thou haſt given us 
in Chriſt Jeſus, after our dilloyalty and 
ſhamefull diſobedience to thee 2 Thou 
haſt ſent him to redeem us from Hell and 
Death by his precious Blood : And given 

| & a thy 
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| thy Holy Spirit to fandtifie our hearts, 
and afliit us jn. our duty ; thy Goſpel to 
be our Rule ; thy Son to be our Example; 
thy Miniſters to be our Remembrancers ; 
thy Sacraments to be the Signs and Seals 

thy Bleffing. I have now taſted of 
thy great and —_ love. Thou haſt 
feafted me at thy Table ; and ſatisfied me 
with thy good will towards me : and fil- 
led me with joy and gladnefs in thy fa- 
your, more than if all the riches on Farth 
had been increaſed. What ſhall I render 
unto thee, and do for thee ; who haſt 
done all this for me, who am lefs than 
the teaſt of all thy mercies > My heart 
burns within me, till 1 have offered up 
my felf again unto thee : and reſolved to 
> Kar my days in praiſing, leving and 
img thee, to the beft of my power. 
© that this holy ſenſe of thee, may never 
uite vaniſh out of my mind : But I may 

e always inclined to think of thee, to de- 
clare thy loving kindneſs, to approve my 
Rf to thee, by ſtudying and doing thy 
Wilt with chearfulncts of heart. -I have 
now knit-my ſelf to thee, by new bonds 
and engagements, which I defire may be 
never Iooſed, O that my vows and pro- 


 miſes may ftand as faſt as thine everla- 
: ſting 


| 
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ſting Covenant. That nothing may make 
me break my Faith, which T have now 
in my Baptiſm given to thee: but I may 
always, as I ſtand bound, moſt heartfly 
continue to believe in thee, 
to fear thee, * to love thee * The words 
with all my heart, with all oftheChurch 
my Soul, and with all my Catechiſm, 
ftrength; to worſhip thee , Which excel- 
and give thee thanks; to _ Od 
put my whole truſt in thee, wo oth ai F 
to call upon thee, and to ho- \,,, Goa and 
ROHY thy holy Name and Wor d, our Newgh- 
and to ſerve thee truly all bour, © 
the days of my life. And 
affiſt me by thy Heaven- | 
ly Grace to doe my duty alſo faith- 
ly towards my Neighbour : to love bim as 
my | ſelf, and to doe to all men as 1 would 
they ſhould do unto me: to love, honour, and 
ſuccour my Father and Mother ; to lonour 
and obey the King, and all that are put im 
Authority under him. To ſubmit my ſelf 
to all my Governours, Teachers, Spiritual 
Paſtours and Maſters, To order my ſelf 
lowly and reverently to all my betters. ' To 
hurt no body by word or deed. To be true 
and juft in all my dealings, To bear no ma- 
lice nor batred in my heart. To keep my 
Q 3 hands 
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hands from picking and ſtealing, and my 
tongue from evil- ſpeaking, lying and ſlan- 
dering. To keep my body in temperance, ſo- 
berneſs, and chaſtity. Not to covet nor de- 
fire other mens goods; but to learn and 1a- 
bour truly to get mine own living , and to do 
my duty in that ſtate of life unto which it 
ſhall pleaſe God to call me. 


- T defire alſo the good of all Mankind ; 
that they may pavxtake of the knowledge 
of the Lord, and enjoy the fruits of his 
Death and Reſurrection : _ that 
all Chriſtian People may walk worthy of 
the Lord, who hath called them to his 
Heavenly Kingdom. And particularly 
all Kings, Princes and Governours may 
be as carefull to obſerve his Laws, as they 
are deſirous others ſhould obſerve theirs, 
That they may remember the honour thou 
haſt done them in exalting them ſo high ; 
to the end they may imitate thee, in do- 
ing good to all below them. Purge out 
of thy Church every thing that diſhonours 
the Religion of our Lord, and endangers 
Souls. Unite all the Members of it in 
the profeſſion of the true Faith, and in 
fincere Charity : that the poor may be re- 


lieved, the fick comforted , the ny" 
an 
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and widows viſited in their affliction, fin- 
ners reclaimed, the obſtinate ſoftned, and 
all that are in unbelief brought into - the- 
Flock of Jeſus Chriſt. 


And grant unto us all that have Com: 
municated together this day, that -peace 
which paſleth all underſtanding ; humility, . 
meekneſs, obedience, fortitude, contented- 
neſs, patience, longing defires after Hea- 
ven, and willingneſs to die, that we may 
reſt in a holy Hope, and have a bleſſed 
Reſurrection with the juſt, Amen, 


Q 4 Decem-- 
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CT —— 


_ tt. —_ 


December. 


CE —— 


—— ———— 


The Meditation ſome day before the - 


LS acrament. 


E E D I be told afterz whole years 
ſervice}, at leaſt, of my bleſkd - 
Maſter Jefus, what that duty is : 


I am now gomg to rm unto - 
hm! Am I not prepan as accord-.- 
| ing to his command to make a fokemn com- - 
 memoration before God, maar and Men, of 
his unheard-of love in dying for us | To make - 
a profeſſion of my ſincere love and affeCtion | 
to him? To engage to him my fidelity? : 
To- renew the Covenant that is between-us2 - 
To open my heart to him, and to confirm 
to hyma the moſt abſolute poſſeſſion of - my - 
Soul and Body ? To wait on him for his con- - 
tmued Grace ; and that I may feel the pow-. 
er of his Death and Reſurrection? : To Ihew | 
hm my willingneſs even to take. up* his 
Croſs; and to 'be his Diſciple and Follower 
to the very-death2 To reftifie the love 1 - 
bear unto, #nd the Communion I to 
hold with all the Chriftians that are through- 
Qs. our -« 
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out the World > To exalt the Name of the 
-Lord, and to ſpeak his praiſes: who would 
give Son for us, and who hath condeſcen- 

ed to a treaty of peace with us, and upon 
ſuch eafie terms to become friends with us, 
yea, reward us, and do great things for 


us? O how ſweet is the remembrance of 


theſe bleſſings! How happy am I that he 
will not let me forget them ! But with a 
continued kindneſs invites me again to this 
delightfull employment. 1 will go and give 
bim thanks for all his benefits, and for this 
among the reſt ; that he hath made me fo 
often partaker of his bleſſed Body and Blood, 
and now gives me a new opportunity to ce- 
lebrate in this manner the memory of his 
love. And O that my heart were lifted 
higher than ever, after fo long acquaintance 
with him, in admiration of his Grace, in 
faith, in love, in joy, in praiſe and thank(- 
giving, in ſtrong and vehement defires, and 

- cordial reſolutions to be his devout and 
faithfull Diſciple. O that the hearts of all 
Men elſe, who ſhall approach his Table , 
may be diſpoſed to the hke zeal and fervent 
affection to his ſervice : and ſo many ſouls 
as there are then preſent, ſo many living Sa- 
Crifices there may be to God; fo many wills 

ned ito his hands with ardent love. 
ſo thoſe holy Spirits, which the Apo- 
Re tells us, were preſent in their Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies, may be invited to come into 
ours, And beholding nothing but what 1s 


reverend, 
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reverend, ſerious, pure, and full of true 
devotion, they may be excited to rejoyce 
and praiſe. God together with us, for'our 
ſincere affeftion to "his / Religion. - And they 
may - make report "among - their , ——_— | 
company above , that Chriſtian piety 1s till 
remaining in the world ; and that we have : 
made a great increaſe and growth in it this 3 
year, by our frequent remembrance of the - 
Lord Jeſus: which may ftir them up all to : 
bleſs the great and glorious Name of our 
God, which is exalted above all blefliing and-i 
praiſe. > 


The Lird hath prepared his | 
Throne in the Heavens, and his Pal; 103;:- 
Kingdom ruleth wer all, Bleſs | 
the Lord, ye Angels of his: Bleſs him-all his * 
55 oa Bleſs him all ye works of his in all places * 
of his dominion : Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, Stir * 
up thy ſelf to bleſs the Name of- God- our-” 
Saviour ; who hath not caſt us out of his + 
fight, when we threw oft our: obedience to 
him : but ſent. his Son to gather us agair/ to - 
him, ' to invite us by precious promiſes, to en-* 
dear himſelf to us by ſhedding his heart-blood {| 
for us, to open the gate of Paraai/e once more, - 
and reftore us to immortality ; ro make” us + 
equal with the-Angels, and rank us 
the elde{t Sons of glory- - Let us go, and, +. 
if it be poſſible, excite a - greater love in + 
our heart toward him, than ever we felt * 
before. Let. us ofter -up our- ſelves to .../> 

i, 


1 land Fugins, ho 


of 
rife hon, gen and riſc Sandieg. nj2or 
K.2 SEL he kink (ty 
is in ; 


” 
. 


The 
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The Prayer ſome day before. 


TERNAL God: whoſe omnipotent 
Word brought me and this whole 
World of Creatures into being. Out of 
the fulnefs of whoſe Goodneſs, we are all 
fed and maintained ; and by whoſe rich 
and abundant Grace it is, that our fouls 
are not in a deſperate and forſaken con- 
dition : but may approach with ſome con- 
fidence to thee our Maker, who in thy 
Son haſt revealed thy ſelf unto us, a moſt 
mercifull Father. I fall down before thee 
in an humble reverence, to perform that 
Religious duty which I owe thee as thy 
Creature, and much more as thy redeem- 
ed one, - through the purchace thou haſt 
made of us by the Blood of Jeſs, I ad- 
mire, adore and love all that IT: know of 
thee ; I extoll and praiſe thy Wiſdom, thy 
Bounty, thy Holineſs and Truth, which 
endureth for ever. I acknowledge my 
lf beholden to thee beyond all” ity 
words, or conceptions either. I | 
my ſelf for my baſe ingratitude, and- alt 
the wrongs I have done thee. I confeſs 
the juſtice of thy proceedings, _— 
U 


«om 
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thou ſtrip me of all thoſe good things 
thou haſt-beſtowed on me. I give thee the 
glory of thy ineffable and never enough 
to be valued love in thy Son Chriſt. I dif. 
claim. all oppoſition to thy will, as baſe, 
unjuſt and accountable, I vow to thee 
my intire ſervice and obedience : and ap- 
prove all thy Commandments as righte- 
ous, Wiſe and good. I lay new bonds upon 
my ſelf, to keep. and obſerve them with 
my whole heart ; and rejoyce in thy pre- 
cious Promiſes, accounting them better 
than thouſands of gold and filver. "My 
hope, my fatisfaction , my comfort is in 
thy word : which encourages me to wait 
on- thee.for the Grace of-thy holy Spirit ; 
- blefling thee for that portion of it, which 
I have already received. I thank thee for 
all thy other Goodneſs to me, and truſt 
thee for the continuance of it, as far as 
thou ſeeſt profitable in thy wiſe Provi- 
dence; to which I heartily referr my. ſelf, 
I hope thou wilt accept of theſe poor but 
ſincere acknowledgments., and not_ con- 
demn me out of my own confeffions : but 

rdon my errours and miſcarriages, + con- 
rm my holy purpoſes, pity my. infirmi- 
ties, and"ſtrengthen my- pious. endeavours. 
That I may perfectly mortifie all finfull 
luſts 
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luſts and deſires, faithfully diſcharge my 
duty in my ſeveral relations, thankfully 
and ſoberly uſe all thy mercies, patiently 
bear the heavieſt affliftions, and improve 
my ſoul in wiſdom and goodneſs, by all 
the helps thou affordeſt me : by thy holy 
Goſpel, by the good counſels of others, 
the inſpirations of the holy Goſpel, thy 
many remarkable providences about me, 
and whatſoever courſes thou takeſt with 
me, to bring me ſafe through this World, 
into an happy Eternity. And now that I 
am about to addreſs my ſelf to the Table 
of the Lord, O that I might have ſuch a 
ſweet remembrance of his love, as may 
revive my ſpirit, encourage my hope, ex- 
cite me to all my duty, and put an humble 
confidence in me, to look up-unto thee 
again for thy pardon ; and for the grace 
of thy holy Spirit, to enable me to pleaſe 
thee better ever hereafter. Thou- who 
knoweſt all things, feſt that my ſoul waits 
for thee, O God, and longs to be more 
like thee; and is ready to offer up its un- 
derſtanding, will, and- all its affeftions 
unto thee: That I may remain ſtedfaſt 
and unmoveable in juſtice and charity ; 
meekneſs and humility ; temperance and 
purity z contentedneſs and patience, de- 

votion 


© 46-L, AS 
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votion and piety ; with all other fruits of 
thy good Spirit. Suffer nothing to 
pear in my ſoul before thee, but reverend 
thoughts of thee, moſt zealous love to 
thee ; paſſionate defires that Chriſt Jeſus 
may live in me, and appear in all the acti- 
ons of an innocent,  harmlefs and uſefull 
life. That fo the day when I approach 
unto thee, may be a day of good tidings 
of great joy ; a day of peace and reconci- 
liation, - of feaſting and refreſhment, of 
comfort and encouragement, to walk be- 
fore thee with a perfe heart as long as I 
tive. whatſoever things are 
Phil, 4. 8, true, whatſoever things are 
9, 19. honeſt, whatſoever things are 
pure, whatſoever things oo 
louely, whatſoever things are of good t 
if there be any vertue, and if there be vr, 
praiſe, help me always to think of theſe 
things. And the God. of peace be with -me ; 
axd ſupply all my need paler to his riches 
w glory, by Chriſt Jeſus. In whoſe Name 
and Words, I {till recommend my Kif to 
thy Grace, faying, 


Our Father, &c. 


The 


Dec. Meditations and Prayers. 353 


" The Meditation afterward at home. 


TH QU art my portion, O Pſal-119.57- 
£ Lord; I hawe ſaid that I TIE 
would keep thy word, Why ſhould I repent 
me of my choice ; or ſtart from my reſolu- 
tion ? Thy Counfels and Commands are the 
fureſt guide : thy power the ſtrongeſt de- 
fence : thy good Providence the: fulleſt ſtore» 
houſe : thy eternal Juſtice and Holineſs the 
beſt ſecurity :. thy: Promiſes the richeſt trea- 
: and good. liopes in_ thee our higheſt 
happineſs. It is enough, enoueh, Q 2d, 
tobe beloved of thee, the all-ſufficient good-z 
who comprehendeft all things in thy mind 
and canft do all things by thy power, 
—, xj in raiſing ſuch monuments of thy 
Wiſdom and. Greatneſs, .as thy 
love may diſpenſe endleſs bleſſings unto. I 
am well fatished now that I can fay, 
art my refuge and my portion in _ 
the Land of the living. The Pal. 142. 5- 
Lord is my portion ; whom 
ſhall 1 ne b The Lord is my portion ; 
for what fthall 1 be diſcontented > The 
Lord is my portion ; - of whom ſhall I be a- 
fraid 2 Yhy art thog caſt down, 


: O my Soul, why art thos diſquie- Pal. 42. 11. 


ted within me ? How can his 
trends fail to partake of bs 
bounty, 


*e; 
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bounty, who treats even his 

enemies with ſo much kind- 

Plal. 62. 5. neſs? Ay ſoul, wait thon only 
on God : for my expettation 

37.34, 34. #s from him. Truſt in the Lord 
be ods deli riy FF ale onthe Tall. an 

fhalt be fea; delight thy ſelf alſo in the Lora, and 
's os thee the deſires of thy heart. Cop 
7 Aa oye ou the Lord, and he 


55. 226 uſtain thee : be ſhall ne- 
uffer the —_ to be 

Ecclus.34.16, moved. Wait on the Lord, and 
17. his way. For the eyes of the 


 . . Lord are uyon them that love 
him : =o & oy ate RR og 


4 defence heat, and 4 cover 
and « hely from falling, He raiſeth wp the Soul, 


and lightneth the ezer: He giveth life, and health, 


| and bleſſing. All ſacrifice is too 
Judith ##.16, Hitle for a ſweet ſavony to him, 
and all the fat is not ſufficient 
for his burnt-offering : but he that feareth the 
Lord is great at je ag The ſpirit of thoſe 
that - the Lord ſhall live ;; 
Ecclus.34.13. for their hope is in him that [a- 
Pl, 33.21, 22. wveth them, My heart ſhall re- 
Joyce in him; becauſe I have 
truſted in his holy Name, Let 
thy mercy, O Lord, be upon me ; 

according as 1 hope in thee . 


And 


» "A © 
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And I hope that I ſhall never forget thy 
word which I have faid that I would keep: 
the revelation -of thy Wiſdom. The Decla- 
ration of thy Will, and the deſcription of 
thy moſt holy and happy life. My God, 7 
have taken thy precepts as my 
heritage for ever : for they are Pſ. 119.111, 
the rejoicing of my heart, I 112. 
have inclined my het to per- 
orm thy ſtatutes alway, even unto the end, 
This day I have added one Vow more of con- 
ſecration to thee. I have made over my ſelf 
intirely to thee, to be my portion. Whom. 
ſhall d love, whom ſhall I ferve; to whom 
ſhall I refign my will and ways ? but only to 
thee the -Father of lights, and the Father 
| of mercies ; who haſt not thought thy Son 
EG bot Gy, whkh heh brought 
forget ay, whic e 
me a taſte of the joy, and , and ſ&- 
renity, which ſpring from t ny 
ning of a God-like nature, I will alway 
be devoted to him. Let his will be done 
| on Earth, as it is in Heaven : for it is the 
will of my Heavenly Father. Let theſe 
words remain upon record againſt me, if I 
| endeavour not to make him my pattern : and 

not only in that place, where I have now 
been, but in all my behaviour in this World 
( that great Temple of his) demean my ſelf 
holily and purely ; with that humility, re- 
verence, meekneſs and ſubmiſfhon , which 
becomes his preſence, What have I here 

to- 


TRAL 
( 


- 
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to do, but to ſhew forth the glorious per. 
fections of Righteouſneſs, Mercy and Truth, 
which I behold in him? and to declare the 
eſteem I have of him, and my ſatisfaftion in 
my portion; by modeſty, contentedneſ 

thankfulneſs, faith, patience, hope, jo full 
refignation of all my concernments, with an 
equal mind, to his wiſe diſpoſal 2 This is 
my will, and my reſolution. And I will de- 
clare from year to year, that this I take to be 


my happineſs, 


And here it may be very fit to reſolve of- 
ten all this Month, to r upon our Saviour's 
CONTEMPT OF THE. WORLD, 
when he had choſen to come: and do the 
will of God- Riches, honour, glery and 
pleaſure, were nothing in- his account; in 
compare with the fatisfaftion of doing the 
pleaſure of God, though it were by ſuffe- 
rings He did not regard the eſteem of men 
nor what they ſaid of him. Tg he died 
an ignominious and difgracefull death , as 
well as lived a poor and defpicable lite; he 
was not aſhamed nor dejected : but rather 
gloried in both- Becauſe his buſineſs was 

not to pleaſe bimſelf : but as 

Rom. 15. 3. #t is written, The reproaches 
of them that reproached thee , 

ell on me. Let the ſame mind 

"7M be in us, ow was & 
Ibid. v-2. Let every one of us pleaſe his 
| neighbour, for his good to bis edi- 


fication 


_ 


 _ we ww." wy — TI - n 
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fication, Bur overlook the cenſures and vain 
opinion of this world, with all the honours 
and preferments of it : {© we may but approve 
our f-lves to God, and his will be tulfilled by 
us. For it 5s a faithfull ſaying ; 

ff we be dead with him, we ſhall 2 Tim. 2, 1 I, 

o live with him , if we /uffer, 13. 

we ſhall alſo reign with him, 


The 
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The Thankſgiving and Prayer 


afterward. 


Moſt high and holy Lord of Heaven 

and Earth; the Author of every 

good and perfett Gift. Who art for e- 
ver to be humbly acknowledged , wor- 
ſhipped , loved and obeyed ; by me, and 
by all that know thee. I have often 
made thee my acknowledgments , for my 
being, and all the comforts of it ; for 
the hopes I have both in this life and 
hereafter: And now I come to renew 
them, that I may be more firmly uni- 
ted to thee in hearty love and intire at- 
feftion, I caſt my ſelf down before thee, 
being even oppreſſed with the great load 
of thy mercies and benefits ; which will 
not ſuffer me to diſpoſe of my heart 0- 
therways than to thy obedience. As I 
./- owe my very being to thee ; fo all thoſe 
*.- good things which have made it not to 
a burthen and uneafie to me. I have 
enjoyed a long meaſure of health, and 
cannot tell that ever I wanted my daily 


bread, [ yea, plentifull proviſion —_ 
or 
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for my neceſſity and my pleaſure.) The 
days of pain and ſorrow, which I have 
endured, have been but few, In compare 
with the many years of eaſe and joy 


which thou haſt vouchſafed me. 


I find 


now all my ſenſes entire and perfect, and 
I haye a great many Friends and kind 
Neighbours : and alſo a great deal of time 


to think of all this, and to 
prepare my ſelf for thy e- 
ternal favour. How much 
am.I indebted to thee, for 
the continued uſe of my un- 
derſtanding, reaſon and me- 
mory ; that I can take no- 
tice of all thy Goodneſs, 
whereby my heart may. be 
excited to love thee ; which 
is the greateſt happineſs and 
pleaſure of all. * This, this, 
O Lord, is the greateſt of 
thy mercies, that thou haſt 
given me the knowledge of 
thy love in Jeſus Chriſt ; 
which cannot but conſtrain 
me to the greateſt love of 
thee. And that thy holy 
Spirit hath ſhone ſo often 


* Ton may 
acknowledge 
what you may 
owe him <6 
for good edu- 
cation, civil 
breeding, and 
m he hath 
erhaps in- 
Fd Your 
heart early to 
be religious , 
whereby your 
Conſcience 
hath beey 
kept from MA- 
7 wounds, & 

th Soul and 


Body from 
much aſhes 


nonr, &c. 


into 


366 Meditations and Prayers. Dc, 
into my mind, and breathed fo often on 
my will and affetions : that thou haſt par- 
doned ſo many faults, and waited fo long 
for my amendment, and fo earneftly im- 
prone my return; -atd ' afforded me 

many helps, and ſuch a long time to 
perfett my repentance, Thou haſt added 
alſo now new pledges of thy love, arid 
earneſts of that immortal life ; wherein 
I may complete my praiſes ant thankf. 
inings to thee 'in the compaty, of the 
efſed.  O how precious are thy thonghts to- 
wards me, how great is the ſumm of them! 
If 1 would go about to numler them, they 
are more than the ſand.” I catitiot connt 
the leaſt part of them ; nor ever te zny 
end of thy Goodneſs: for even whilſt I 
am'thinking of it, I receive new favours 
from thee, Every moment is big with 
abundance of thy metcies, both. to my 
Soul and my Body ; for this Iife and 
that which is to come. But IT know 
enqugh to make me admire and love thy 
Goodneſs; and to make me aſhatned of 
my  forgetfulneſs and ingratitnde : e- 
nough to oblige me eternally to thee : 


enongh to make me fully contented, aid. 


to re in thee, as my pottion, Be- 
Li | hold, 


— 


—_ o 


| 


ye y_ P—I— "DO \ 
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hold; cO Lortl, cl here again ncerely: ide- 
wto:my: ſelf-to [abſerye thy Gommands, 
_ antbkeep\thy/Goly:Worit: v1 have choſen ir 
zytheRitle, .aod:the'Combort, of my. Life; 
and\[will:ever.cleaxe wotathy Teſtimopigs 
withi my. vthole kteart. kwould not abuſe 
| thy \Mercies, \Nor zgrow carglels, wanten 


and. feeure under (the. Ahundagce:of\thy 
Goadne(s.; \butleak vponihcmas Engege- 
ments, | nes, | ay 2c laveziace 
knowledge and obey thee for ever. qe 
ſed be thy Goodneſs. that 1 have ſuch 
Thoughts, and am fo inclined. + Accept of 
my good Defires, Purpoſes and Vows, 
which I have made; and accompany me 
alway by thy gracious Aſſiſtance, that I 
| may accompliſh what I have begun, and 
perfe&t Holineſs in thy Fear. To thee I 

recommend - al] -Menkind, - 
Church and choſen People, all the Rulers 
and Governors of them; that they may 
remember thou art higher than the high- 
eſt, the King of Rings, and Lord of 
Lords; who wilt judge all Men, without 
reſpe&t of Perſons. Give pure Zeal and 
Knowledge to thy Miniſters, the Grace of 
Contentedneſs to the Poor of the Flock, 
and of an open Heart to the Rich ; Wiſ- 
dom and Diſcretion to thoſe that are in 
R their 
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their younger Years, and an holy Hope to 
| wha ome the Aged: /- And endue them all 

 - with an homwble” Meekneſs, 
T- Fet.: 2. 1, 'that, laying aſide all Malice, 
.2z 5 | 1 andall Guileyand Hypoeriſies, 

| and Envies, and” all Evil- 
ſacking, as new-boyn Babes, they may me re 
the | ſmcere- Milk, of the Word, that they ma 
grow thereby ; and offgy up continual ly ſpiritual 
oy anyees; acceptable,"to t 7 Chrif Faeſas 
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ON THE 
Feaſt of the Nativity, 
OR 1 


Chtiſtmas-day, 


The Meditation before at home. 


HAT amazing: News is this! 
What an aſtoniſhing Piece of 
Love ! That the King of Kings 


who needed nothing, and is a- 
ble by his Omnipotent Word ro: command 
more Creatures into being: (it. he wanted any 
Subjefts ) than we can think of while we live, 
ſhould (end a kind Embaſlage of Peace, .to us 
vile Worms, finful Duſt and Aſhes. Tous who 
were unworthy of a gracious Look from him, 
ſhould we have beſought his Favour ;:to us 
that had highly atfronted his Sovereign''Au- 


.thority and Sacred- Laws,' he hath difpatched 


a glorious Meſſage, as if we were: the: grea- 
R 2 reſt 
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teſt Perſons, and ſo many little Gods. And 
had it not been roo joone an Honour for us to 
think of, if he had Tent one of his meaneſt 
Servants in the heavenly Court ro viſit us? Or 
if he had biddenian ftuftriaus Seraphim, to 
come and oomfort, and clear us by his bright 
appearanre, *or . one .of ,the Cherubims to-flic 
all over *«theExtth, and + make*proclamation 
in their Ears, that the King of Heaven would 
be reconciled to his -.rebellious Subjects 2 
Would it not have filled the whole World 
with wonder, and made all Mankind ſtand at 


a gaze, to ſte themfulves Jo! highly favoured 2 


O what a Grace then was it, that God ſhould 
{end --his-Son, -his-only .begotten...Son., -the 
Prince and Sovereign Lord of all that Heaven- 
Ty Hoſt, upon this buſineſs of reconciliation ? 
See, my*Sout, that which aftonifhes not Men 
only, but Angels themſelves, who proclaimed 
tac 'birth of this -Prince of Life; with the lou- 
ye bot deft: fhauts of Joy, faying , 
+ Luke 2: 14- Glory be to Ged vn high, and on 
Let Birr "+Earth Peace, Goed will toward: 
Hien.  Fowards Men':do they ſay? Lord, 


"| what-are they,)that thou ſhouldR pur this 


_ honour efrthem!-! What are-the greateſt -and 
 nobleſt-Men obn-Earth 2 What is; their Ex- 

celienoy” and-:!/Worth ; that ſuch Addreſſes 
 ſhovnld-be madeiunto them? O 46in thy (elf, 
{1c ©. 1 henwpe tp _ .- —_ with _ 
might: Mormning-ftars -that ang rforijgy,' when 
the-tanhdarion of the: new -World was laid, 
.and:{ay;Glery.bexwo the eternal'Majelty of Hea- 


ven 
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ven-and* Farth; who: poſſeſs: all! things; and 
carr ſ4ffty- nothing ; that! he wouldidewew to 
ſend to vs his poor. Subjets. Glory be-to«tis 
Mmighry love, who” /o /aved 

the World, that be-gave bis only Jolm 15: 16, 


ortem Som, that whoſoever bes 174 


tieverh in him. ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life. For God ſemt n9t hu Sou 


into'the World to condemn the #orld ; but that the 
World through hin might be\ſaved. O'bictſol Je- 
ſus; how ardent, how powerftil-was-rhatLove, 


- Which brought thee down from the Heahenly 


company, above, to us- here 
on Ezrth; yea; to the mers FEpheſig 9s 
moſt Parts 'of the. Eariþ7'To by ' Blal: r4ye 154 
elbarhed with our Rt: j,, 6 | | 
dwelliin our mortal PRA: ine liftendlt offih. 
thlPleſb> Miphreſt thou! rotar [exſtiliave been 
appartlled'like the beft of: Men, and\berni found 
inthe Hybit and Faſhion of. the nobli{ſt ups 
Ble® thou  wouldeft alfs eoohRenly't to" the 
frm of 'x rvant; that» the-rioft nl -pery 
of all Mankind mightnever ſulfecirh 
t& defpiled! by the” King: of Glory? "Ole 
an humble Love was this, to'us moſt wittelied 
Sinners'?* What Heart can _concetve' the infis 
nire- force of it> Hbw infinitely is/ it: aboyg 
all. Words >> We db bur declare; rthat' we 
know little of it, if we are able r0- they macs 
bur it. It fir for© obr- wonder and files 
admiration; for adorihg thoughts, and devoups 
ecffifies bf Love: Only, F will 20, wd/detlite 
uf, the Afetmblies-of þ! i PRopht as 
EE: U 


366 Meditations and Prayers, Chiiſt-d, 


ful works of the Lord ; and publiſh his good. 
neſs with the Voice of Thankſgiving and 
Praiſe. 

Lord, what new Wonder 1s that, which 
there I behold ! This glorious Perſon, mur. 
thered by his Subjets: The new- born Prince 

of the World, the Heir of 

Matrh. 21-39- all things, caught, and caſt oat, 
and ſlain by thoſe to whom 

he was ſent to demand their Obedience. Q 
the miraculous Wiſdom of- this love ! That 
he ſhould be born, and come among us, to 
die for us! And take our Fleſh, that he might 
offer it on; the- Croſs,. and make Peace and 
Reconciliation by being flain, and ſhedding 
his Bood ! Go, my Soul, and ſhew forth his 
Death to Angels and Men. For this is the up- 
ſhot of his love, that while we were ge ſonner+, 
Chriſt would die for us- By this he hath made 
an: Atonement for us; this he hath ob- 
tained an Eternal Redemption ; with this Offe- 
ing God is well fa ; and by this he 
hath Jexalted our Nature to the right hand 
of 'God, that he may always appear in his 
preſence for us. With what love and joy, and 
zeal, ſhould we commemorate this never to 
Y torgotten love! With what hearty Aﬀe- 
jon ſhould we offer our ſclves to him ! How 


. 


glad ſhould we be-of this new Opportunity 
to vow to him our Obedience! With what 
tender love ſhould we embrace all our Bre- 
_.thren, who are Fleſh of our Fleſh, and Bone 
of our Bone, as he is! And how _— 
"y. n 


/ 
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bly-may we, hope that God, will be gracious 
to..us,, who hath "not. only. ſent his Son- to 
make- his abode among us, but alſo to. lay 
down his Life for us! Let us go and bleſs his 
Name, that to ns a Son is born, to us z 
Child. is-given,, even Chriſt the Lord : That 
he hath raiſed »p a mighty Salvation for #s ; and 
hath redeemed us cnt of the hand; of all our ene- 
mies, that we might ſerve him without fear all 
the Days of our life. And let us receive theſe 
Earneſts and Pledges of his good Will, as 
hopefull Aſſurances ; that he will never end 
his Love till he hath conveyed us thither , 
where Jeſus is. But how ſhall we come there, 
unleſs it be in thoſe Steps whereby he aſcen- 
ded from Farth to Heaven ? Go therefore 
and offer to him an Heart of Fleſh, to be 
moulded and framed into what Figure he 
leaſes» Defire him to form his own Image 
thee; to ſubdue thee perfettly to his Will, 
that it may be thy Meat and Drink to do it, 
and to finiſh the Work he hath for thee in 
the World, Think thou heareſt him ſay, as 
Abimelech to the Men of Shechem, to move 

them to ele&t him for their 

King : Remember that I am your TJudg, 9. 2. 

Bone, and your Fleſh. Behold 
my Body which I took for your ſake. See 
here how dear you are to me; and how 
nearly related I ſtand, to every Soul of you > 
Will you not ſuffer me to rule over you 2 
Such a Lord as is ſo much concerned tor 
you? Will you not be governed by me, 
R 4 that 
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- thatarg your Brother; a5'well as:yvur Lord 
Atd'thavi marhinls;- wo ſhot ail anfwer 
with-orv! accotd ; Orher' Lords-havs' reipn- 
et} ovey us © but row none” but-thou', O 
Ciniſtt; nonebur then, O'Chriſt; Rule! and 
CI us*for ever; tor we are#thy- Ser- 
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N:+ 44 

The Prayer before. | 
| | 11 
Eternal! God; the Soverergr Lord of© 
alt .C reatures, 'botly In Heaven ? 


Earth; who art before alt Things, and on 


wham' they ail depend,; to whom we owe 
all Honour and Bomiaze, all Love and dw 
tiful Aﬀecon, all Praife and Thanks, Ser- 
vice and Obedtence, throughout our whoſe” 
Life. I acknewledgs, O Lord), that Fanm- 
never more unjuſt, tham when F do not* 
render a}} this moſt freely and chearfylly 
unto thee. bcarmot deny the Debt where- 
m F tant engaged, thought I have too of- 
ten-deniedto'pay it ; for thon Halt raifec 
me out of the: Dyſf,. and preferved- me:- 
from. returning thirher again. Thou hafÞ 
richly loaden me'with thy-Benefits, _— 
me with Principtes of Wiſdom, Righteouſs' 
nefs' ant Goodneſs; made z Worlt of 
- a Phings to watt vupon me, and mini. 
cr r0.me; and'expecieſt only: j >> cmrrrn 
Service,, and ar extic Obedieneetfomeme;.. 
which thon haſt fence” thy Son ' to demand, . 
ad to inrreatzand to give me anEx: s . 
This ix 'the furpaffing eighth of thy Lave, 
Ehar chou waſt pteaſed not to defpiſcant - 
R 5 reject. 


z- *. 370 Meditations and Prayers. Chiiſt-d, | 
reject nogephen we had deſpiſed all thy 

former Favours ; but even to afſume our 
_ Nature into an inconceivable Nearneſs to 
thy own, and ſend thy Son Jeſus to ſeek 
# and fave us when we were loſt. I adore 
--— thine infinite Condeſcenſion, O bleſſed Je- 
| bo, . ſus, who art not aſhamed to 
Heb. 2. 11, call us Brethren, And for- 
; . aſmuch_ as we are Partakers 


14 
4 of Fleſh and Plood, haſt alſo 
" ſelf likewiſe taken part of the ſame, that 
through Death thou mighteſt deſtroy him that 
had tle Power of Death ; that is, the Devil. 
Blefled be thy Goodneſs, 
Verſ..17. that in all Things thou waſt 
" made like unto us, that thou 
mighteſs be a merciful and faithful High 
Prieſt, to make a Reconciliation for our Sins. 
Let all the Angels in Heaven ſtill praiſe 
him-z for, as high as the Heaven is above 
the Earth, ſo great is his Mercy above our 
THAt- We were not worthy that thou 
-..  ſhoaldſt ſo much as look upon us, or ſpeak 
- - unto us; and then, in thine unbounded 
Loye, thou waſt pleaſed to dwell in our 
"1 OR . . Nature, and to ſend thy Sor 
 - Rom. 8.3. inthe Likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, 
| 24.7. +, ' that by a Sacrifice for Sin, be 
might condemn Sin in the Fleſh, 1 ſee, O 
Lord, 


Chaiſt-D; Meditations and Prayers. 371: 


Lord, in: that. Sacrifice,, how hatefal Sin 
was-to- thee, when thou, waſt ſo full of 
Love to us; and.am going;to thy Table to 
renounce utterly every. evil Way,+and de- 
vote my ſelf to an holy and God-like Life; 
to acknowledge thy wiſe Goodneſs, who 
wouldſt dwell in our Fleſh to ſantifie; and 
cleanſe itz and. give thy, Son Jeſos; ta:die 
for us,; that he might redeem us from alt ; 
Injquity,, and purihe to himſelf a peculiar 
People, zealous of good Works. Accoms- , 
pany me, O God, by that mighty Spirit, 
through which he was conceived, and of- 
fered himſc}f without Spot unto thee ; that 
| may have alively Conception of him and. 
his boly Goſpel in my Mind, and be made 
conformable to him in every T hing, ' and 
offered up entirely, Soul and Body, to be 
ordered and diſpoſed of as pleaſeth him. 
It is but juſt. and reaſonable that his Will, 
not mine, ſhould be done: And it is no leſs 
my Happineſs, than my Duty, to be go- 
verned by -him, who is the Wiſdom of 
thee our God. I deliver up therefore my 
Underſtanding, my Will, my [Aﬀections 
20d Paſſions, to be gvided,.direQted ,and 
rated by his ſupreme aad immutable.Coun- 
ſels. . Work, in; me;a,ſtedfaſt Admyration 
and Love of his Purity, Lowlinels, wy 
nels, 
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neſs; Patience; 'Cortentednefs arid" Chart. 
typy that nothing m#y beſo defirdble wine, 
a} t6'Have 'Ch 

Vertuny"fottned if me: BUR OTord, 


thieJnmapelof him always before mine yes, 
that: my Life may be nothing ef but z 


c6nftant/Invitation'of him, and bet Bodyr 


k-become the' Temple of the-Holy 
Ott; wherein thou mayeſt be'truly ho- 
noured; heartily loved, highly praiſed! and 

exalted, and'purely worfhippecan ſerved. 
Q that my Mind-may be ever employed: in 
pions or boneft Thonghts ; that' my Will 
may chaſe the better-Part\, which cn ne- 
ver'be'taken away from me; that] mayfet 
my Aﬀetions-on Heavenly Things, not 
en Things upon the Earth'; that may uſe 
= Wonld as one that ſceks a better Coun- 

; being chearful, and yet compoſed ; 

ff pen i in my Calling, and yet working 


out wy Salvation ; doing good to my ſelf 


with all the Comforts of this Life, and like- 
wie unto others. Give me' the' Grace, 
goed Lord; never tor be weary of Well- 
doing,;'to be jaſt-in all my Dealmygs, faith- 
fel in my-Promiſes, mindfat of my Vows, 
wpright inthe Diſcharge of my Truſt, in- 


and Pee? Mertber of Charttrand Stare. 
Diſpoſe 


Jelbs, in afl his Divitte 


offenfive'in Word and Deed; and an vuſefot 
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Diſpoſe me to be good in all my Relations ; 
obedient: to thoſe. who are; over me,. kind 
to all my Equals, compaſſionate and pitiful 
to thoſe thatare-in Miſory,, meck.and.low+- 
ly cowards. all Men; © that Riches.-may 
—_— _——_ my-ſel6, nor Poverty: 
tempt me!to:forged thee ;. that Blealthpmay' 
lm make! me confidenr and! ſeeuve; nor" 
Sickneſs make'me' dejected/ and difconten- 
or But'I may be patient and conſtant in; 

u Adverſities ;, religious and thankful in; 
Piofperity : z. and go through Fulneſs. and: 
Emptineſs, Henour and. Diſgrace, 
Report and had, with.the ſame Evenneſs: 
of. Mind, till'I come: to! receive: Praiſe and 
Commendation, 26a-pood Servant of Tefus 
C Arift, at the'great Day of his Appearing. 
In whoſe moſt powerfut Name 1 continne 
to make my Suits unto thee, ſaying as be 
hath:taught me, 


Oui Father, &c. 
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The Meditizion afterward at home. 


| TF not our heavenly Father very defirous, 

that we ſhould love him 2 Would he elſe 
have appeared among us? Would he have ma- 
nifeſted himſelf to us 2 Yea, manifeſted him- 
ſelf jo our Fleſh? And more than that, - pur- 
chaſed us to himſelf 'by his own Blood? © 
how. dear hath he paid for our Love 2 Love 
him» love him exceedingly, that he may not 
lofe the great price wherewith we are bought, 
But what love do we bear him, if we be not 
like him 2 What are we the better that a Savi- 
our is born to us, if he be not formed in us, 


and dwell not in our Hearts by Faith? Was 


not; this the end of his: taking our . Nature, 
that he might purifie ic ; and make us Reve- 
rence our ſelves more, than to defile that 
which is ſo near a-kin to the Son of God? O 
moſt wiſe Goodneſs, which by becoming like 
to us, defigned to make us like thy ſelf, I 
ſee-the humility of the bleſſed Jeſus, who was 
born of a poor Virgin. I ſee his ſweetneſs 
in accommodating himſelf to the vileſt of us, 
and taking on him the form of a Servant. 


I {ee how little he valued the Riches, 
Dignities, and the Pleaſures of thi md. 
How contented he was in a mean conditi-" 


on; how obedient to his Parents; how 
courteous to the meaneſt Clients, who came 
to receive, not to give. I ſee how liberal 

he 
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he was of his Favours, how unwearied in do» 
ing good, how patient in ſuffering any evil; 
how he loved ri uſneſs and hated iniqui- 
ty; how dear the honeſt heart was to, him,. 
and how odious hypocrite. I ſee how meek 
he was when he was affronted ; how loth 
his Enemies ſhould periſh ; how little con- 
cerned either in the Calumnies or Applauſes 
of the World ;- how abſolutely reſigned to 
the Will of God; and how. defirous to. do 
him honour. _ O how often did he thank bis 
heavenly Father» Kow many hours did he 
ſpend in Prayer and private Converſe with 
him 2 How joyfully did he ſuffer great Pains 
to do great Good? And at laſt laid down his 
life, full of hope in God to ſee a glorious Re- 
ſurretion 2 Theſe are the Beauties of Jeſus, - 
which I admire. This is the Image of him, 
which I have vowed to carry always in my 
heart. This is the glory of Humane Nature; 
the Honour and Dignity to which I would 
be preferred. I defire to be great in nothing 
bur his humility ; to be rich only in Con- 
tentedneſs, Patience, and good Works; to' be 
lorified in Meekneſs, and ſweet Condeſcen- 
10n ; to have the pleaſure only of pleafin 
God, and my Brethren to their Edification ; to 
rejoyce that God's Will is done, though mine 
be crofſ:d 


And it is no ſmall joy to ſee the beginning 
of this beauteous Image drawn upon my 
Heart» He that did not deſpiſe the Virgin $ 

Wom 
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tne not; deſpiſerhe: tumble bn 
Jt Gor of” my felf ro hit n= 
litele-Bkene(Fhe- tes handily 
thou" riot ite; my” Saul; whar preac” 
come ffonr mean innings? W a "6 
Babe clizt' lay in' a Manger, came to be. the 
King of” Glory? Hope in God then, that 
w- to a preater” tarure; and 
uy exa&tly refemble; cliy deareft Saviqur. 
He. bath” given, thee affurance "that" he 'will 
not over-look thee, now char” he. fits on the 
Throne. of” His Glory: It is a Throne of 
Grace, too, unto. which thou mayſt, addreſs 
thy, ſelf, and find Grace to help: in rime of 
need. Db bur ler /him fee how much: thou 
honoureſt him ; how precious his Memory 
is unto _thee, how thou act in love-with his 
Phrity ; and. he rhat- was manifeſted;in. our 
Flefh will manifeſt himſelf in. thee. He will 
adbrn thee with all kis Graces ; and make 
wh a ſhine as'a light in the World ; in. hum- 
Charity,,meeknefs of Wiſdom, mn chearful! 
Patience, and' devour Obedience: . Bleffed be 
God: for this hope. 1 have no cauſe. to envy 
rhe” greateſt Perſons. No, not her that cac- 
&d him in her Wonib, and then. in her Arms ; 
if there had been nothing more. For though 
we are apr to fay, as the Woman a rhe 
multitude did, Bleſſtd*i: the 
Luke 11, 27-. Yomb that bare thee ,, aud the 
28. ' Paps thut thow haſt fucked; yet 
faith, Tea, rather ble{[ed 
ave they that hear rhe Word of God. and _y 
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They that hear or believe his Word, con- 
ceive him in their Heart-3" and they that do 
it, bring him” fbtrth- in' their Life. Bleſſed be 
Jeſas for the leaft' ſhare Þ have in this Blef- 
ſedneſs. I will ſpend this holy Day, in prat- 
ſing, him tor the hope 1: have- to partake- of 
more of it. What can- there, be more des 
lightful ro thoſe, who know what” it is' to 
» believe ins him'and 'obey-bir'? And” in» what 
ſhall we' ſpend” the reft of ' this: time wherein 
we:cormmertiorate his coming: into the: World? 
Shall: we * be {0 uncvil: to! our: Lord; as torgo 
more - willingly; to feaſt with! our Neighs 
bours; than- to feaſt again with him2- Shall 
we go to: their Houſes. with: more. chear, than 
unto. his? T will never. fo diſhonour him. 
God forbid that T ſhould” feaſt my Body, more 


—_ I IT 40s 
; who conld find! itr theix 


clere/ 

to#xnevt® every! days before the Mbrn 
lk t& (ng Hymms/to:ourSavious; L, 
atileaſty (baablertotfay whih Devad;; < 
oy eng IR 
pany.1nz it, y, e1 £096 r 
the = bh I'went "> Brroas | rb 
to the Houſe of God; with the Voice of Toy and 
Praiſe, with a maltirnde that kept' Holy day: 
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The. Thankſgiving and Prayer: 


afterward. 


x Eternal Majefty of Heaven and Earth, 

the Father of Mercies, by whom all 
Things were made out of 'Nothing, whoſe , 
Almighty Hand ſupports them from falling 
back into Nothing again, and whoſe good 
Providence keeps them from being miſera- 
ble. [Thy Wiſdom is paſt finding out, thy 
Power is irreſiſtible, thy Love and' Good- 
neſs is umnmeaſurable, and thy tender Mer- 
cy*s over all thy Works. Oh, how great 
are thy tender Mercies to us, O Lord! 
How large a Portion haſt thou given us in 
thy:Loye| Thou:haſt not_dealt ſo with 
any Creature, 2s thou haſt done with Man, 
on: whom thou didſt inſtamp thine own 
Image, and cloathed* him with Immorta- 
lity, and made him Lord over the Works 
of thy Hands. And ſo great is thy Good- 
neſs, that when he had loſt himſelf by de- 
parting from his Obedience to thee, thou 
wouldſt not ſo loſe thy ſinful Creature ; 
but choſe rather to do. Wonders, that he 
might not periſh : Thou haſt ſent thy Son 


to ſeek after him, and reſtore him to wy 
elf, 
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ſelf. Thou haſt not abhorred our Na- 
ture; but loved us ſo mach as to manifeſt 


thy ſelf in our Fleſh, and honour us with 


the glorious Title of thy Sons, the Bre- 
thren of the Son of thy Love, Chriſt Je- 
ſas. 1 have remembred with all Thank- 
falneſs this Day his humble and loving 
Deſcent from Heaven, that he might be 
born and dwell among us ; to comfort us 
in this ſinful and troubleſome World with 
his Divine Preſence, .to aſſure vs of thy 
good Will to us, and invite us friendly to 
return to thee; to inſtrudt and encourage 
us in our Duty, to put us in hope of End- 
leſs Felicity, and at laſt-to die-and give 
himſelf a Ranſom for us ; that he might 
be touched with a Senſe of our Infirmities, 
being in all Points tempted like as we are, 
without Sin. I again adore, -O-Lord; 
thy moſt glorious. Majeſty; I reverence 
thy. Power and Greatneſs; I wonder at 
thy. Wiſdom, and am aſtoniſhed at thy: 
Goodneſs: | have neither Words nor: 
Thovghts befitting the ineſtimable Bene- 
fits thou haſt beſtowed on us. Oithat the' 
Holy Spirit, which was in our Saviour, 
would inſpire my Heart with devout Aﬀe- 
(tions towards thee, O God of all Grace, 
that 1 may love thee more than 1 can ex- 

preſs, 
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preſs; more thammowmy-Heartcan think; 


and'I*may-join'chearfully: wittvallthe Hea: 


venly: HoſF above, that are ſtill giving Ho- 
nour,.- Bleſſing, Glory, Power: and'Domi- 
nion'to thee; for: ever and 
Ifaig, 6,7 ever. For unto wi a Child 
iz boyn; unto us a Son #4 gi- 

vers! the. mighty God, the: Prince of Puxee-: 
of the Increaſe of 1s Government! and: Peace 
there' ſhall be no. End, In 

Col. 2: 9. bim dwells all'the' Pultieſs: of 
ON the Godbead*bodily, And we 
are Members:of his\ Body, of 
tis Fldſh, and” of bis Bnes. 
In:lym we are'c ; winch 


atemett* us: by bis Blood;. and 
made ' us* Rings a1d' Ptieſys 


wo: Gods 10 offtr- unto lim 


Spirirual mw \ aye" wei ſin! rein with 
tans for ever, Armen, & confeſs, Lord, 
that F am leſs than the leaſt of all thy 
Mercies ;- and though | have been nngrate- 
fulleven- for the greateſt, yet thon-conti- 
nueſt' the Courſe: of thy Goodneſs wa 
haſt now tiewly'atlmitted me to the C 

munion of ChriſPs precious Body we 


Et Thov-pitieſt alſo- my weak and 
childiſh 


#3 the Ritad'of all Princiuli-. 
and Power : And) batly- re« 


| JAAL 
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childi/h Thonghts, ' my cheavy: and: ditll af- 


| feftians; iandliall the Wandrings of my foo- 


liſh dmagination; and | dolt not :oſtrange 
thy ſelf : from me, though:1 am;ſo-litele 
moved-by-thy miraculous Love. : Odthau: 
who haſt done fuch great /Things for (me, 
bear ſtill '!mercifully with /me, :exereiſe 
mare: of thy +Patience, and-ſhewcthy ſelf 
exceeding. great-in| Forbearance:antl: 
fiffering towards me. Thou who haſt gi- 
ven: thy Son «unto ;me, 1yonch(ſafe .to. fend 
thy. Holy Spirit to over-ſhadow my Soul, 
and form Chriſt Jeſus (within 1me:; , that, 
conceiving ;him / in; my Heart -by-a dively 
Faith, and: Belief of his Goſpel, maybe 
made Partaker of 'a:Divine Nature; arid 
expreſs him'in his Holineſs, \Meekneſs, Hu- 
tnility, Patience, Charity, - Contentednels 
and Simplicity; in perfeft Innocence, dn 
doing Good, and entire Satisfattian in 
thy Fatherly Love. O that thenew- Life 
to which Iam born by the 

incorruptible Seed of thy 1 Pet. 11. 124. 
Word, ' which liveth and abi- 

derh for ever, and for the” Nouriſhment-:of 
which thou hait provided- this holy beaſt, 
of which I have now partaken, may. in- 
creaſe unto a perfect Ape, 'to. the Meaſure 
of the Stature of .the Fulneſs of —_— 
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| that ſo atlaſt I may be begotten again 
from the Dead, and be a Child' of the Re- 
furreRion;''to. live forever with the Lord. 
- And forithat End diſpoſe my Heart, as a 
new-born Babe, to deſire the ſincere Milk 
of -the Word, "that | may grow thereby. 
That fince thou haſt canſed-thy holy Scri- 
ptures to -be- written for our Learning, ' 
my in/ſuch wiſe hear them, - read, \mark, 

'Jearn, -and inwardly digeſt 

Rom. 6. 17. them, that I may obey from 
the Heart that Form of Do- 

Qrine, whereunto I have been delivered; and 
by Patience and :Comfort-of thy Word, 
embrace; and ever'hotd faſt the bletſ=d 
Hope-of Everlaſting Life > which thou 
haſt given us in our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
Vouchſafe, good Lord, ſo to direct and 
govern me, that I may never profane this 
Body, 'which thou haſt ſo ſanQified, ho- 
noured and exalted, by Intemperance, or 
any Impurity ; nor this Soul, which i to 
dear to thee, by Pride or Envy, Hatred 
or Malice, Wrath or Revenge, Covetoul- 
neſs or Diſcontent : But I may repoſe a 
perfe&t Truſt and Confidence 1n thee for 
what I want, ſeeing thou haſt not with- 
held thy Son, thine only Son, fromus; and 
be thankful for what 1 enjoy; and live in 
; the 


JMI 
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the Love of thee, my God, and of all my 
Brethren, andpoſleſs my Body in Sanaih- 
cation, and'ir Honour ; that | may hum- 
bly wait for thy Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, to 
Eternal Life. Help'me this very Day to 
begin'to uſe all bodily good Things with 
holy Fear, with Thankſgiving, with Pity 
to the Poor and Needy, with-a Senſe of 
Spiritual Delights, and Hungrings' after 
Righteouſneſs; and with moſt earneſt 
Longings after that Feaſt of Joy and Glad- 
neſs which we hope to keep with thee in 
the Heavens. 


© that all the World may hear the glad 
Tidings of a Saviour; that there may be 
great ſoy among all People. Let all the 
People praiſe thee, O God, let all the Peo- 
ple praiſe thee: Let them lift up their 
Hands unto thee in his Name, and bow 
their Knees unto him: And let every Tongue 
confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the 
Glory of God the Father. And © that all 
they who do confeſs him, may have their 
Converſation as becomes the Goſpel, and 
be continually offering up the Sacrifices of 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving, and be Commu- 
nicating, and doing Good. 


Kings of the Earth, and ali Pſal. 148. 11. 
People ; 


14 Melt rind rogers, Peg 


ley Prin 
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Aden and 


S's 1and Children, . - 
IF . praiſe ther Name. 
HP. 4-11. That God in all thi 
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and farther Teſtimonies 
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— 


On NeWyears-Day. 


If there be a Communion may be ad» 
ded this ſhort Meditation. 


E T us conſider, my Soul, before we 
£0 to the Holy Table, for what Ends 
we go thither ; and with what Hearts 
we ought to go. Is ir not to admire 

the greatneſs of God's Love in giving his Son 
tous ; and the greatneſs of Chriſt's Love in gt 
wg him? for us 2. . Is it. not to render 'our 
higheſt Thanks and Praiſe to the Father. and 
the Son, for this ingſtimable Love, in, giving 
his Blood a Ranſom for us ;. and then. to offer 
up our ſelves wholly to his Love? -ls it not 
to. renew our Baptiſmal Covenant, . where 
we promiſed to torſake all his Enemies, 
ro lead a mortified Lite in all obedience to, 
Will2.,To repreſent. to God what! 

done-for ns, and humbly to . hope inhin 
a!l rhe Benefits .of his-Paſſion? To. xece 
increaſe of. Power | to, overcome. the..V 


ger Deſires after rhe coril! 
venly Bliſs? To unto or 
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ly affeQion to all the faithfull Servants of [e. 
ſus; and to rejoyce in the holy Communion 
of Chriſt and his Saints? O bleſſed Jeſus, 
who. car have Hearts diſpoſed to do all this 
without thee? I come to thee therefore, that 
thou wilt repreſent thy ſelf moſt lively to 
me- If Icould have ſeen thee hanging on 
the Croſs ; or if thou wouldſt appear to me 
as thou didſt to Sav/; if the Heavens were 
opened, and I could behold thee, as did St. 
Stephen ; What ſtrange Paſſions, What holy 
Aﬀe&tions would it raiſe up in my Heart ! 
Open thine Eyes, my - Soul, heartily and 
w—_ believe 3 and thy Joy fhall be full. 
He will be in the midſt of us, when we are 
aſſembled together in his Name ; according 
as he promiſed. He prefents himſelf before 
us in theſe Signs of his Body and Blood. Be- 
hold, how the Word was made Fleſh; how 


he 'was Crrowmesſed, and tulfilled ' the Law | 


under which he was born; that he might 
be '# pure and unfporred ' Offering ro God. 
See' how he was whipt and ſconrged for thy 
= See how' he /»ffered npon the Croſs ; 
ow tis Body was broken; and his Heart- 
blood poured our to reconcile' us unto God. 


Mercy. When he famh 
Take , Eat, Drink this ; 


what 
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wont! is the meaning, but as if he ſhould ſay, I 
= ohy Calperies ? And when thou ſtretcheſt 
out thy hand and doeſt this ; 
what is it, but to fay, 345 John 20. 28+ 
Lord, and my God ? And 
py. are they, who not 'on 
os Bat ch, Feet Rev. 22: 14 
t ev. 22+ 14 
are they that do his Command. 12. 20. hs 
ments; that they may have 
rieht to the Tres of Life ; and enter inte rhe OS- 
ty of God.  Behnla, hi\cometh, and his Reward 
go. with him ; avd oe will give to every Man ut- 
4s his Wark; ſhall be. 
id e'that overcometh ( lth Reve21: Ys. 
he ) /ball inherit all thi 
will be his God, and he bl be my Saw ay 
Aprent. Even ſo, come Lora Joſe | 
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"And this ſhort Prager. 
\ Lord of ' Heaven -and 
Pſal. 139. 2, Earth ; who kroneft 
3,&c. . my Down: ſuting, and my Up. 


riſing, and. underſtandeſt my 

Thoughts a-far off, Who compaſſeſt. my Path, 
andmy: Lying down ;; and art atquainted with 
OY: .- almyWays,ever ſince I was 
Pſal. 19: '12. '* born. © There is not a Word 
. -  4n amy" Tonpre, but Loe, 0 

'Lord, thoid knowef? 3t alrogethir, ' Such Know- 
ledge is too wonderful for me ;, it 4s bigh, I 
£annos attain unto ut. - Who can underſtand 
the Errours of his whole Life? And with 
what Trembling ought 1 to approach 
thee, though 1 knew nothing by my {elf ? 
But, alas! my own Heart condemns me; 
and thou art greater than my Heart, and 
knoweſt all Things, I am aſhamed to 
think, that I lived ſo many Years before I 
ſeriouſly thought of all my Duty to thee: 
And that ſince 1 have known thy Will, and 
; devoted my ſelf to thy Service, I have 
made ſuch ſmall Improvement in Wiſ- 
Cam and Vertue. Many Years are pafled, 
and innumerable Bleſſings in them have 
een 


, 
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been received : But, alas ! 

the God in whoſe Hand my Dan. 5. 23. 
Breath is, and whoſe are all 

wy Ways, how little have 1 glorified ! 1 have 
reaſon to bluſh; that now I have brought 
an Heart before thee, with fo littte Senfe 
of that Love which I have fo often re- 
membred, and praiſed, and acknowledged, 
with the largeſt Expreſſions of Devotion 
to thee. But it is ſome Comfort, O Lord, 
that thy All-ſearching Eye, which pierceth 
to the Bottom of my Soul, ſees a ſincere 
Detire there to become better ; and a ſted- 
faſt Reſolution to endeavour to grow in 
Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt. It is' it'my Heart to renew 
my Covenant with thee, to engage my Fi- 
delity- once more to thee; ; 
truſting that I have a good Heb. 13-19; 
Conſcience, in all Things wil- | 

ling to live honeſtly. T1 hope thou wilt gra- 
ciouſly accept and encourage whatſoever 
thon beholdeſt of thy ſelf in me: And 
when I go tooffer my ſelf again moſt ſo- 
lemnly to thee at thy Altar, make me feel 
thy Divine Preſence with me, enlightning 
my Mind with a clear Senſe of thee ; rai- 
ſing in me worthy Thoughts and AﬀeCtions 
towards my dear Saviour; engaging my 


S 3 Will 
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. Will more firmly to thine ; confirming 2ll 
my pious Reſolutions ;.-exciting my Faith, 
Love, Hope and joy; that this holy Com- 
munion may be to the Continuance of an 
holy Life in. greater Care, Diligence, Zeal 

Fervency, in.all well doing. Afliſt me, 
I beſeech.thee,-in every Part of this Duty, 
that I may remember the Sufferings of the 
Lord Jeſus, To as to be crucified with him ; 
and his great Love, ſo as to-love him with 
all my Soul, and my;Neighbour as my ſelf; 
and the New Coyenant he: hath made in his 
Blood, ſo as to have his Laws written on 
my Heart z. and all the precious Promiſes 
he hath thereby ſcaled to us, ſo as to place 
my entire Contentmey# and Satisfaction in 
them; till I come to poſſeſs that perfect 
Happineſs which I wait for, through thy 
Mercies in Chriſt Jeſus. Amer, 


Our Father, &c. 


v 4 ſhort 


A 
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A [bort Meditation after, 


V Hat haſt thou now. received from our 
Lord > Are they not the molt ſacred 
Pledges of his Love? And what doth the 
Lord require of thee ? but only Love» Bur 
how great a thing is Love > Love brought 
him down hither ro us; and Love will car- 
ry us up to God. Love made- him like to 
Man ; and Love is able to make thee like to 
God. O the Power of heavenly Love! How 
ſhall we get it planted in our Heart? How, 
but by Love. The frequent Medication of 
this admirable Love of God in his Son _-— 
will not ſuffer us not to love him with all 
our Heart, Soul and Strength- Let us reſolve 
then, that the remembrance of his Love ſhall 
lie perpetually in our Heart. As we have 
begun the Year with the Thoughts of his 
Love ; ſo let us continue in it. What more 
welcome Thought can there be to thee every 
Morning when thou awakeſt, than this, 1 
am the beloved of the King. of Glory? 
With what canſt thou open thy Soul more 
chearfully? What will brighten / it, and 
chaſe away the darkneſs of Melancholy, Sor- 
row, Sadneſs, Cares and Fears, like to this » 
If thou haſt not loſt an Hour, and waſted this 
procens time which thou haſt ſpent at the 
able of the Lord, _ canſt not but _ 
4 tne 
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the mighty force of his infinite Love. Let us 
try, =y Soul, what it will be able to do in 
a whole Years thoughts upon it- Let the 
Morning-light bring ſeſus ever along with it 
to thy mind ; I enkindle in thee a new 
Devotion to him- And let vs take all occa- 
fions to celebrate his Memory ; that fo our 
holy Reſolutions may be more quickned and 
ftrengthned; and when the Flame begins to 
burn dim, we may blow it up again, and 
add more fuel to it. If a Friend had left 
thee a Token of his Loye, whereby to- keep 
him in mind, wouldſt thou throw it into 
fome blind Corner, and never look upon it ? 
But ſuppoſe he was a dying-triend, nay a 
Friend thar died for thee, to fave thee from 
death ; could he ever go out of thy mind, 
or would(t thou let the thing he left to re- 
m*mber him by, be long out of thine Eye > 
Let us not deal more unkindly with our $Sa- 
viour-- Did he think when he went to Hea- 
ven," "that thoſe whom he hath fo obliged, 
would remember his Love fo ſeldom and fo 
coldly> That they need be fo much entrea- 
ted to come and have communion with him ? 
Is/it not a grief to him now (if he be capa- 
ble of any.) to ſte that he hath fo' few Lo- 
vers? - And that they who profeſs love to 
him, . teſtine: ig ſo rarely and in 40” poor a 
manner? | Let us vow, my Soul, again, that 
we will hencetorth ſhew our {elves [his hear- 
ty iFriends, by! keeping! his holy Commands ; 
and never: torgert thar' this 'is one, Do this ts 

remem- 
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3 | remembrance of me, 1 will remember _ = 

| | Lord, and in this manner hit | vey hands 

| hy Name; ft 1 Ae Whiſk y Days, Sand 
: | come to ſee thee: as'thiy art, in allrby Maje- - 
ſty and Glory. 
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dud this Thinkſgiving and, Projer 
. + way be added afterward; 


Q Lord, I thine unworthy Servant, 
whom thou art pleaſed to call thy 
Child, moſt devoutly humble my ſelf be- 
fore thee, in new Adorations of that Love 
which 1 can never fully underſtand. The 
bigheſt of our Praiſes is, moſt heartily to 
acknowledge, that thou art exalted above 
all Bleſſing and Praiſe. And our moſt 
rateful Acknowledgments, to be. very 
ble of the Weaknefs -of vor t ove, 
when it is advanced to its greateſt and 


'" ſtrongeſt pitch. Thy Love is like to thy 


Self, and we cannot ſearch it out to Per- 
fetion. Ut is bigher than 

Job 11.7, the Heavens, What can we 
GC. do? It fs broader than the 
| Sea, What can we know? I 

have enjoyed many Years of Mercies ; and 
thou haſt been loading me with a Multi- 
tude. of ineſtimable Benefits, both for 


Soul and Body, ever ſince I came into this 


World. Every Day brings me freſh To- 


kens of thy Goodneſs, and this Day, the 


deareſt of all, the Tokens of thine Ever- 
laſting 
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laſting Love. Oh, how pre- 
cions are thy Thoughts to- Pfal. 139. 17. 
wards u; ! How great is the 
Summ of them! | hope to give thee Eter- 
nal Praiſes. O Father of Mercies, and 
God of all Comfort, who haſt made us 
after thy own Image; and in the Fulneſs 
of Time ſent thy Son, born of a Woman, 
made under the Law, to redeem us from 
the Curſe ; and haſt adopted ns to be thy 
Children z; promiſed to make us Heirs 
with thy Only Begotten ; and for that End 
fo give us 'a new Birth from the Grave, 
mto' an Immort#T Life > Have pattence 
with me, O Lord, till that Time,” when't 
ſhall more'fully comprehend, and better 
acknowledge the Greatnefs of thy Love; 
for which 1 wilt endeavour to prepare my 
felf, by an-innocerſt;, Harmleſs "ard wh! 
blameable Life, as becomes the Goſpel of 
Chrift. - To-him I have now dedicated 
my ſelf again, in- all holy Obedience: *'F 
have protciled my, ſelf his Servant, that 
admires him, and Toves him, and glories 
in being his faithfol Diſcipte. O that the 
gond - Thoughts," and 'prous Inclinations} 
which Thave-now *feſt in my Heart, may 
remain and abjite there for ever} thats f 
grow in Years, ſo'I'may grow Cas my'Sas 
yiour 
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viour did) in Grace.and Favour. with thee, 
my God,: and with all good Men. . Endue 
me with a more ſolid Knowledge of thy 
Will, with a ſtronger Love and AﬀeCtion 
to it, and with Power to do my Duty to- 
wards thee, and. towards all Men: That 
I may behaye my. ſelf in an humble and 
Godly Fear before thee ; in all Juſtice, 
Mercy and Charity to my Neighbours ; 

and poſleſs my Body and Soul. in Sobriety, 
Chaſtity and Patience. Make me loving 
bo my. Inferiors, Felpe; ful 'to wy Betters, 


Equals, kind. to,all, mine 


Exemic "thankful f for thy- Mercies, con- 
tented with mine own State and Condition 
of Life, fearfut of my felf in Proſperity, 
and confident in thee in Adverſity ; that 
Ke > ; Tex tations, may ,only..pre ent. me 
7 ething to oyercome,. and. give 
: (New - caſjons. of: Victory over the 
orld,. and. produce: for me at laſt a 
Pe Crown of Glory. 


++; For thou art my Hope, O 
' Lord, God: Thou' art my 


p 
hob Wont. Thou art be that took, me 
on _ my: Mathers Bowels,: My Praiſe ſhall 


MI 
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be continually of thee. Caſt me not off in the - 
Time of Old Age : For fake me not when my- 
Strength faileth, But let my Month be fl 
led with thy Praiſe, and with thy Honour all 
the Day. Gmiade me with thy Counſel, and af- 
terward receive me to Glory, through Chriſt - 
Jeſus: To whom, with thy ſelf, in the 
Union of the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour, 
Thankſgiving, Love and Obedience ren- 
der*d by me, and-all Angels and Men, both 
now and eternally, Amen. 
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The Meditation befor Home. 


Bll Day! which brought ola 
has by ,of great Joy» our Saviour s 
Birth-day- to a more: = 
BN life | The day. of the: firf 
0 of thoſe that t! 7, THR ay that framgls bfe nd 
bacon to tig gave us aſſured hope in 
God, has TON to- us according, to Jefus 
his Word- Why dowe dream thus, my Soul, 
about theſe things? Awake, wah and- tir 
in. thy ſelf, the moſt piexci; 
thee wich - Vai : fay- - 
thee with a Qice, 
ing, 1 ans he that ek and was: Rev. ts 1s 
deat; aud behold, 1 am dive for . 
evermore; Amen, aud have the Koyr of Hell = 
Death. -Need there be apy more Words toper- 
od 00 $0.00 9 cen i» lore tic 
made him give ne ta- die tor thee-2.3And 
in the gk! of .Gad which, come al his 'Qb- 
lation, and rewa with a'glo- 
rious ReſurreGtion to: my yo Life 2 And 
in that Power, Might and Majeſty: vant 
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-q - Chon d? ” 8 that wth, Namg of [e- 
things ven and _Earth,_and..un.. 
der the. Earth do bow and obey? Tt is too 
little to- fay, thatI wilkgo and ank him, at 
his holy Feaſt, for whats hath done for me, 
and for what I he will fill do: I will 
0 and _— m fa rar ro þ rut pil 
ea yo ove to him, an ty to a 
the World: wil aka an i Praile,-and 
glory in DD of the Prince of Life: 1 
will dedicate my ſelf to be an ev puts 
nument both of wax and of. s 
_ from the will '6 retyember 


as - Ns nn, ffs pac pt And ſore 
walk before him 


"dying nevncof Lie: A i 
| q no more, [d a 
Roni. 6: ra Y havend more dominion ver me, 
mor reign in mymortal Body,that 
uldobey it in the luſt 5 thereof. His. her 
tell b Gary baghrnt— ave: 
neſs. 1 will remember 
tif all. bordinre 1X 


, Us ok my Covyetouſ- 
his pains fo, as'to\ or- 


to his Enemies, 


al ale free ers, nd por | 
J 


to-thoſe- who do evil be pn And: NO 

ce, nake* me rake up-m $, 
and/be' obedjent:to the Oy [death Daft yo 
not begin 'already-to- remembrance of 
his free giving himſelf for't ye: thee 
to a chearfulneſs, and and for neſs. m welt-do- 


ing ? 


ofires of gin Mute; and* 
to ſubeiom my Anger; Paſſi- 
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ing? Doth not his full truſt in God, when he 
laid down his life, that he ſhould receive it 
again, raiſe in thee a ſtrong confidence in his 
Almighty Word * Is not the Power he hath 
over Hell and Death, of mighty force to en- 
courage thy Hopes, and make thee victorious 
. over all thy Enemies? How doth thy Heart 
| beat within thy Breaſt? What Thoughts and 
Paſſions doth it travail withal > Doth it not 
begin to ſend up admiring Thoughts towards 
Heaven where Jeſus is > Doth it not burn 
with ſtrong Defires> Is it not ready to burſt 
forth into the higheſt Expreſſions of Love and 
Foy > Art thou notenraged againſt all thoſe 
Sins which murthered the Lord: of Life 2 Are 
they not all condemned to be crueified and 
flin > Doſt thou not reſolve to live like one 
that believes in Jeſus, and profeſſts himſelf to 
be his faithful follower ? 


Then think when thou | to celebrate 

the Memory of his Death, that Jeſus ſtands in-- 

the midſt of you, as he did among his Diſct- 

ples when he was newly riſen | 

from the Grave, ſaying, Peace John 20. 19+; 

be unto your Eat, O my friends; 

rejoyce and be 'exceeding | 

me, ſo Thave loved you: continue 

ye in my love. Behold here the ſenſible Signs 

and Seals of my love. By theſe I give-my 

ſelf ro you, as once I gave my ſelf for you. 

By thefe Tokens-I convey to you, all = I 
ave. . 
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have. I make over to you that Inheritance 
which I have purchaſed by my Blood ; and 
that is eternal Life in the Heavenly places. 

For / am alive again ; and 
John 14. 16. behold I live for evermare. 4- 
men, Lord Jeſus; live, live 
for ever. Becas/e thou liveſt, we ſhall live alſo. 
Thou knoweſt how to pity us, becauſe thou 
art he who was dead. And thou wilt never 
ceale to pity and help us, 
Rom. 6. 9+ becauſe thou art he that /i- 
veth, and. being raiſed from 
the Dead, dieſt no more, Death hath no more do- 
minion over thee. Becauſe thou waſt dead 
and tempted in all things like unto us, thou 
art ſenſible of our Inficmities, and able to 
ſuccour us in ail the Trials of Life and Death. 
And. becauſe thou liveſt, thou canſt make 
thy Death become powerful and effetual 
tous: Thou canſt make good all thy own 
Promiles, and put us in poſleſſion of the 
purchaſed inheritance. Ble/- 
x Pet. 1+ 3. ſed be God ; which ng wh, 
| to bis abundant Mercy, hat 
otten us again wnto ſuch 4 
lively ho the reſurrettion 
1 Cor. 15.54, of Feſus Chriſt from the Dead. 
55. Death is ſwallowed np in Vi- 
Hory, O Death where is thy 
Stig ? O Grave where 1: thy 
Victory? Thanks be to God 
who hath not appointed us to 
Wrath, but to ortaiu ene 
J 


1 Theſl 5+ 9, 


I'9, 
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by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; who died for us, that 


whether we wake or ſleep, we 
ſhould live with him. 
", that he which raiſed np 

the Lord Feſus, ſhall raiſe us 

up alſo by Jeſus; and ſhall Jude 24. 
preſent ns -famitleſs” before 

the Preſence of his Glory with exceeding joy. 


2 Cor. 4. 14. 


The 


- 
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The Prayer before: * 


Moſt mighty: Lord of: Heaven ' and 
Earth, the Father -of Spirits, the 
God and Father of-our Lord Jeſtis Chriſt; 
whoſe Name 1s ever hallowed 'by: an in- 


gumerable-Company.of Holy . Ones, that: 


are always: burning}: with-Love to thee, 
and praiſing. thy. moſt: beauteous Perfe- 
Ctions,, thy incomprehenſible Wiſdom , 
Goodneſs , . Righteouſneſs and © Truth. 
The Sun ſhineth not before the Bright- 
neſs- of-- thy+ Majeſty: The- Angels are 
unclean; in compare with the Purity of 
thy Holineſs. What are we, O Lord, that 
thou wilt look down from the Habitation 
of thy Holineſs upon us !* What manner 
of Love is this, wherewith thou haſt loved 
us, in ſending thy Son down among us, 
and deſigning to take us up unto thy ſelf, 
that we may join with that holy Fellow- 
ſhip of Angels and Saints; to love and 
praiſe thee for ever ! 'We are the Off-ſpring 
of rebellious Parents,that have been Tranſ- 
reſſors- from the Beginning : Who have 
iſhononred our Nature, deſpiſed: or un- 
dervalned thy Grace in the Lord Jeſus, 
reliſted, 


Je _— pt 
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reliſted, or coldly entertained thy Holy 
Spirit, and loved theſe little Things here 
below more than that Eternal Happineſs 
which; Jeſus hath revealed by his Reſur- 
retion from the Dead. .. We are not wor- 
thy of the Crumbs that fall from. thy Tar 
ble, which thou haſt ſpread for all Crea- 


tures; or of the leaſt Drop of thy Mer- 


cies : We are not worthy to lick the Duſt 
before. thee, _ becauſe we deſerve not to 
live and breath any longer in this World : 
And yet thou letteſt us live in hope that 
we ſhall live with thee; and thou giveſt 
us leave to breath forth our Souls towards 
thee ; and haſt thy ſelf ſpread a new Ta- 
ble for us, and furniſhed it with the rich- 
eſt of thy Bleſſings! and inviteſt me moſt 
graciouſly, among the reſt, to come now 
and feaſt -with thee, and eat of the Bread 
of Life which caine down from Heaven, 
and is able to nouriſh me to Eternal Life. 
I would fain, O Lord, approach into 
thy holy Preſence there, and behold the 
Wonders of thy Love : But I am covered 
with Shame and Bluſhing, becauſe of my 


Ingratitude unto thee, I cannot with any 


Confidence open my Eyes towards thee, 
till -1 have ſome Sence in my Heart that 
thou art willing to coyer my Sins, > 

6 
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hide thy Face from | mine Iniquities : 
Which 1 cannot reaſonably hope for, till 
I find them loathfom, grievons and hate- 
ful to' me, more than Death it (elf. - 1 
ought to hang down my Head in Heavineſs 
of Spirit, ral a Serice that my Heatt is 
thronghly changed, and' renewed, give 
me liberty to look up unto thee, ſaying, 
Thy Will, O Lord, be done; poſfeſs thy 
ſelf of my Sont, for 1 abſolucety fabmit my 
Thoughts, Deſires and Paſſions to be ruled 
and governed by'thee in all Things. ' And 
what 1s It elfe, O my God, thar I lor 
for ? What doth my Soul thirſt after ! 
But that 1 may know thee 
Eph. r. '19, more, and the Grearme/s of 
20. thy Power ro'us-ward, which 
wroupht in Chriſt 'when it rai- 
fed him from the Dead, and ſet him at thy 
Right Hand tm Heaventy' Places 5” and that 1 
may be overcome, and perfettly ſubdued 
by this mighty Love; and that I may be 
transformed into thy Image, .and live ac- 
cording, to the Sence I have of thy maſt a- 
dorable Perfettions. O that I may wholly 
follow the Gnidance of thy Wiſdom, and 
fabmit to thy Sovereign Authority, and 
be obedient+ to all thy righteous and good 
Laws; reverencing and fearing thy' = 
A Jerry, 


i _ a—_ A cc. << _a=®#+ cr. oc acc Fn_y a X;[ A K«s wass — 


Eaſter-Þ. Medit «tions and Prayers. 407 


jeſty, approving my inward Thonghts and 
Deſires to thine All-ſeeing Eye, depen- 
ding on thy All-ſufticiency, hoping in thy 
Omnipotent Goodneſs, truſting to thy 
true and faithful Word, delighting and 
rejoicing continually in thy Fatherly Love 
and Care of me, who haſt brought me in- 
to Being, and preſerved me 
from Ruin, and made me Ephel. 3. 6. 
Partaker of thy Promiſe in 
Chriſt, the Beginning, and Col. 1. 18, 
Firſt-born from the Dead; 19. 
in whom it pleaſed thee, that 
all Fulneſs ſhould dwell, 1 Phil. 3.8, 9, 
count all Things Loſs for the 10. 
Exceltency of the Knowledge 
of Chriſt 7eſus my Lord; that 1 may be found 
in him, and have the Righteouſneſs which ts 
by Faith; that I may know the Power of his 
Reſurreftion, and the Fellowſhip of his Suffe- 
rings, being made conformable unto his Death ; 
if by any means 1 may attain unto the Reſurre- 
ton of the Dead, Begin now, good Lord, 
to raiſe up my Heart above all theſe pe- 
riſhing Things, to thoſe Joys where thou 
art exalted. Make me feel that thou art 
an High Prieſt, after the Power of an End- 
leſs Life ; ftill ready and able to affiſt and 
fuccour all thoſe that come to God by thee, 
O thag 


TAL 
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O that my Eyes might be ſo fixed on the 
high and holy Place into which thou art 
entred, that ſome little Glimpſe of thy 
Glory may break forth -upon me, and I may 
ſee the Treaſures and Riches of thy King- 
dom, and what is the Hope of my Calling ; 
that fo I may be confirmed in my Reſolu- 
tions, grow ſtrong in the Faith, and be 
more fervent in my Deſires, more vehe- 
ment and earneſt in my Endeavours, un- 
wearied in my Pains, impregnable againſt 
all Temptations, chearful under all Dif- 
ficulties and Diſcourage- 

Phil. 3. 13, ments, and that, forgettr 
- We thoſe Things which are hind 
and reaching forth unto thoſe 
Things which are before, 1 may preſs toward 
the Hark for the Prize of the bigh Calling of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus. Into 
Pſal. 21. 5. thy Hands, both now and 
ever, 1 commit my Spirtt ; 
for. thou haſt redeemed me, 0 Lord God of 
Truth; 1 confide entirely in his Almighty 
and Eternal Love,to whom 
Matt. 28. 18. thou haſt given all Power in 
Heaven and in Earth. | 
wait on thee, who haſt not thought thy 
Immortality too much to beſtow on us, 
for whatſoever thou ſeeſt good and whole 
| ome 
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ſom for me in this World ; referring my 
ſelf wholly to thy Wiſdom, T 
and looking. for 'that\ bleſſed:." Tik. 2.513. 
Hope, and glorious Appearing 
of the great God, © and our Saviour Feſus 
Thrift : It whoſe. prevailing Name*I'am 
:mboldned ' to © make theſe Addreſſes” to 
ter, ;and ſtill to offer,up my Deſires in-his 
holy Words, faying, + Eh 


1, » Our Father, &c. 
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o Meiitations und P3ayers.Elfter-d, 
DH ils mom ng fig 
OS. > nga of eto 
The Meditation ufterward at:Home. 
T"'E;s is the Day which the 


*—L * ; "I , "FT 
is. 1 "Joyce and bs glad mit, The ſtone 
2D! "which the' ror} bt he ii 


Plal. 118. 26 _ 07 hath made, 1 will re, 


oF ra 
**&s 5. 70;-31. | betime the Heat of the Corner 


God hath raiſed up Feſus,whom 


(4 they ſlew and banged on aTree. Him hath God ex. | 


alted with his right hand to be a Prince and Savi. 
our ; for togive repentance and 


+ Pfal-118- 23, remiſſion of ſons. It is the Lords 


27,28,.29- doing, and it is marvellous in 
Plal: 4. 5: our eyes. God is the Lord, that 
—_— hath (hewed us light : offer unt 
him the Sacrifice of righteo«ſneſs, and ſay, Thou 
art my God, and I will praiſe thee : thou art m) 


+ Goa, [will exalt thee. Q give thanks untothe Lord, 


for be is good; for his mercy endareth tor ever. 

Could 1 ever -ceaſe to rejoyce if I heard 
for certain that a dead friend, the deareſt in 
the World, was alive again ;- and not only 
alive, but preferred ro the higheſt Dignity 
and Honour > O my dulneſfs ! that I rejoyce 
no more in God my Saviour ! - For that ]e- 


' +4. ſus. whom I have now ſeen Crucified before 
+ tnme eyes, is alive from the Dead. That 
"Jeſus who was *ſuch a friend that he died 
> and hung on a Gibbet for me; is revived 


again, and fits on the Throne of Glory: 


Without all doubt he lives and reigns for 
me 
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'me allo; and being reconciled 

by bis death, I ſhall much more Rom. '5. 10. 
h faved by bis life. For God 

having raiſed up bis Son Je- Adts 3- 20+ 
[as, Fu m to bleſs us, in 

turning every one of us. from 

aur Tuiquities, Avd we wait 1 Thell. 1+ 10» 
for his Son from heaven, whom 

be raiſed from the dead, even 

Feſus which delivered us from | 

the wrath to come, He is the Revel. 1+ 5. 


fr ſt begotten from the dead: 
.and hath the Keys of the 


Grave. He will change this Phil. 3« 21+ 
ve Body, that it may be f4- | 
ſmoned like unto his glorious body, according to 
the working whereby be is able even to ſubdue all 
things tunto himſelf. For if we 

believe that Jeſus died and - 1 Thell 4+ 14 
roſe again, even ſo them alſo 

which ſleep in Feſus, will God 


}bring-with him. Lord; what 


a bleſſed hope is this! Seeing | 2 Pet. 3.11;14- 
we look for theſe things, what | 
manner of perſons ought me to be in holy convex- 


i{atiou and gealineſs ? How diligent ſhould we be, 


that we may be found of him'in peace without 
[pot and blameleſs ? What can be ;more dila- 
greeing than a crucified Chriſt,, and a carnal 
Chriſtian > What more contraty than a $a- 


- viour deſpiling the World ; and one that-.-pro- 


feſles friendſhip to him, loving it above. God 


. lumſelf> A liberal Saviour; and a-coverous 


Þ 2 Diſci- 
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Diſciple 2 A Saviour that 'endureth Pain, and 
Anguiſh, and Sorrow, and a Servant that will 
live in nothing bur Eaſe and Pleaſure? ' A $a- 
viour weeping and bleeding, and a Man ac- 

vainted with griet;-and a World that no- 
thing but laughs and ſports, and maketh 
"merry? A Saviour that ſuffcred ' all "things, 
and a World that will ſuffer nothing ; no 
not the mortitying of unreaſonable Luſts and 
Defires > A humble and lowly Saviour ; and 
a proud, vain-glorious, ſelf-conceited People 
that profeſs him? A meek and patient $a- 
viour, and a paliydnite, *xngrys and revenge- 
ful Generation, | that pretend to be his fol- 
lowers» A Saviour that was ever thinking 
of our good ; and Men that call 'rhemſelves 
his Lovers, who never to any purpoſe re- 
- member his love? A gracious Lord that did 
-us the moſt real Courtefies and Benefits ; and 
Servants that only complement - with him, 
and call him, Lord, Lord, but do not that 
which he faith2 A Maſter that never quar- 
'relled with any of God's Commands, no, 
though it were to die; and ſuch Scholars 
"that count all his Commandments -__ 

- mirmur at all bis Leſſons, and ſay that it is 
-—impoſſible to _—_ O how unlike is 

"a difident di ul Chriſtian, to a Saviour 
| that laid down his very life in -hope'? How 

-4ll-favouredly do theſe two ſound together, 

"a conquering-Chrift, and a Chriſtian that is 

'a Slave 2? - that hath -conquered Death, 
. *and'« Chriſtian 'thart cannot conquer rr 

elf? 
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ſclf> An head that is in Heaven, and a Mem- 
ber of his, that only looks at things on 
Earth> God forbid that having profeſſed 
my felt fo often to be dead to Gn, I ſhould 
live any longer therein. 7 was 
buried with him by baptiſm into Rom. 6-4, 56+ 
death, that like as Chriſt was 
raiſed up from the aead by the glory of the Father, 
even ſo I alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of life. And 
now I am again planted in the likeneſ5 of his death, 
png ot his broken Body and his Blood 
that was ſhed; and therefore ſpall be alſo in the 
bheneſs of his reſurrettion : knowing this that our 
ola. Man is crucified with him, that the body of ſin 
might be deſtroyed, that hence- 
forth we ſhould not ſerve ſin. 
God be 1 anhed, that though I Rom. 6.17,18- 
was the: ſervant of ſin, yet now 
being made free from it, I am become the ſervant 
of rxehteouſneſ7- Hencetorth I will ſerve no other 
Maſter- For even Chriſt our 
paſſeover ( by whoſe Blood we 1 Cor: 5. 5,8. 
are redeemed from everlaſting 
deſtruStion) #s ſacrificed for us. And therefore 1 
will keep the feaſt, not with malice and wicked- 
neſs, but with ſincerity and 
trath, building 4 my ſelf in 
onr moſs holy Faith, praying Jude 20, 21. 
inthe Holy Ghoſt, 1 will keep 

ſelf in the love of God, looking for the mercy 
w4 our Lord Teſus Chriſt unto eternal Life. 


T 3 The 


4 14 Meai;tations aud Prayers,Caſter-d. 


The Thankſgiving and Prayer 


afterward. 


Q Moſt mighty Lord, the Creator and 
Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth ; 
who art every where, and canſt not be 
excluded from any Place; no, not from 
the cloſeſt Thoughts of any of our Hearts : 
Who art always the ſame, and canſt no 
more change , than thou canſt ceaſe, to 
be what thou art ; unmoveably fixed in 
thy own Eternal Bleſſedneſs. Thou nee- 
deſt not go out of thy ſelf for any Thing 
and I am ſenſible that I cannot poſlibly 
make thee greater, or more happy than 
thou art, But it is my bounden- Duty to 
admire and exto!, to laud and praife, to 
worſhip, love and honour thee : And #t 
is a good Thing to give Thanks unto the Lord , 
and Praiſe is comely, All the Hoſt of Hea- 
ven delight to ſing perpetual Hymns 
to the Glory of thy Infinite Majeſty : 
With whom I beſeech thee to give me 
leave to join my poor and imperfect 
Praiſes. The whole .World wes 'made 
ont of Nothing. by thy Power; and 
. proclaims thy Greatneſs, Wiſdom and 
| Good- 
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Goodneſs, in; the Multitude, . Variety; 
Beauty! Gomeline: and Order of -allthy: 
War ks of, Wonder..; The, Heavens arethe 
Work of thy;Hangs, the-Earth ſtands faſt; 
by:;tby Appointment, . and every, Fhing: 
keeps the Courſe wherein thou- hait ſer: 
it,' with-admirable Conſtancy; Thou go- 
verneſt- all Things without any Trouble; 
b:cauſe: at once thou, knoweſt; and canſt: 
do what [thou pleaſeſt ; and thou doelt 
all/Things, with. the greateſt Reaſon,., Ju- 
Nice, Mercy- and Pleaſure. to thy. ſelf. 
{an- was raiſed by thee out of the Duſt- 
of : Earth, and - thou. didſt inſpire. hint 
with., a wiſe and; underſtanding Spirit, 
and placedſt him;.in' a Paradiſe ſwrroun- 
ded with thy Bleſſings, and Lord over 
the Work of tty Hands : . And. when he 
had degraded himſelf, and forfeited - by 
his Diſobedience his Garden: of Plea- 
ſure,, thou didſt not leave him without 
a Remedy, but openedſt the Way for-biay 
into -the,. Paradiſe above... .T hon; didſt) 
ſend- thy holy Prophets: and Meſlengers,, 
in all Ages, to thy People 3; and in the 
Fulneſs of Time, thine own dear Son, the 
Brightneſs of thy Glory 3; whom - thou 
haſt made Heir. of | all Things , and 'to; 
who thou | haſt gracioully committed; 

T 4 the 
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the Care of us. ' Bleſſed/ be. thy unſpeaka- 
by Goodneſs ;' who" haſt 'made- him in 
cepted'; ſo that weknow, 'and' are ſure, 
that he will take'care 6f us, 'and pity us, 
and relieve us, ' I adore thy unparallel'd 
Love, ''in giving him to die, that he 
might make Expiation for 'our Sins; and 
That he hath overcome 'Death,/ by his Ri- 
ling apain'; and is ſet down' at thy Right 
Hand:,'- becaufe- he was obedient to the 
Death. 'From' thence we have received 
the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, (Thanks be 
to'thy'Grace, ) to confirm -us inthe Belief 
of his RefurreCtion, and'of all his Promi- 
ſes,'by Signs'and Wonders] and mighty 
Deeds; "and td'give us Power to perform 
our Duty towards thee; and towards all 
Men. - Thoti haſt ſpread this Goſpel of 
Salvation into the farthermoſt Parts of 
the Earth ; and the Light of it hath long 


ſhone 'upon 'this Kingdom” where /I live. 


I'was born into this Light, as well/as in- 
to the Light of-the Sun ;' and had early 
Affurances given me 'of thy Love. In my 


very Infancy I was devoted to thee ; and 


all'the 'Engagements I \was "capable of 
laid pon me! to be happy; by being a 


faithfal*Diſciple of Chriſt 'Jeſus.' Thou: 


haſt 


hings like unto us'/"Sin/ only ex-/ 
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haſt- not failed ſince to breath on 'me by 
thy-Holy Spirit, and. -to move.,me to my 
Duty; that I might-be a- 

ble to make the Anſwer of a 1 Pet: 3. 21. 
good Conſcience towards thee, 

and ſa be ſaved by his Reſurreftion from the 
Dead. ' Many happy Opportunities haſt 
thou put into my Hands, to improve my 
ſelf in Chriftian Wiſdom and Vertue : 
And engaged me to thee in many ſolewn 
Vows, only to ſeek the Glory, Honour 
and Immortality which Chriſt hath 
brought to light by patient Continuance 
in:Well-doing. I have now received the, 
Pledges: of it , and commemorated his; 
Love: in dying for us, and thy Love in 
rating him to Life again ; that he might 
perfect our Salvation, and aſlare. us he 
hath - obtained an Eternal Redemption, 
and comfort us againſt the Fears of Death, 
and / take- care of us, for eyer, and re- 
ceive the Power and Glory thou, promi- 
dſt him, that he may be able'to bleſs 
us, and do us all good. Oh, how bath 
thy Love abounded in: Chriſt; Feſus !- Be- 
fides a World of outward Bleſſings which 


thy bounteous Hand hath poured on me, 


and ' ſtill continues, merely out of: thy 
Goodneſs and Liberality. How | can I 
T2 praiſe 


418 Meditations and Prayers.Cafter-d, 
praiſe thee for all thy Mercies to-all Man- 
kind, 'who' cannot comprehend' all-thoſe 
which thou haſt beſtowed” on my 'ſelf -a-+ 
lone? None can underſtand how much” 
we are beholden to thee, but"thoſe that 
know whatthy Son Jeſts was; and what 
the Blefling of the Holy Ghoſt, and what 
the Reſurreftion of the Dead, and the 
unſearchable Riches of thy Kingdom and 
Glory are. Accept , bleſſed Lord , of 
{uch Acknowledgments as I am able to 
make thee. Accept of my whole ſelf, 
which I yield up unto thee with Love un- 
fFeigned. Thon, whoſe Infinite Under- 
ſtanding pierceth into the greateſt Depths 
and Secrets, knoweft that I Jove thee. 
Db even what thou pleafeſt with me; 
for it is but juſt and reaſonable; that 1 
ſhould not live unto my ſelf henceforth, 
but ' «7t0-bim that died for me, and roſe 
again, I am twice thy Creature : Thou 
haſt given me Life a ſecond time by Chriſt 
Jeſus, through whom thou haſt creates 
me t0 good Works, in hope of a bleſſed Re- 
furrection - from the Dead. Inſpire me 
good Lord, with ſach a ſtrong and laſt 
meal of thy Love, that Il may alway 
live in ſincere-Obedience' to him, and ne- 
ver forfeit the new Title thoy haſt gi- 
| ven 


- 


1 | 
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vetfme \'to/Life- Immortal ; but believing 
the ReſurteCtion-of Jeſus: from the Dead, 
I'may moſt heartily acknowledge him to 
he the Lord, and ſtedfaſtly betieve his Do-- 
arine ; obeying-his Commands, hoping in 
his Promiſes, and fearing his Theearhings 3 
and endeavodring thereby to prepate'my' 
ſaf, «in all Purity and Holineſs of Life,-anc 
the Joys of the World to come. 


— = 
* 


* And * ] deſire my * The Wora: 
«Lord God, our Heaven- of the Church- 
*ly Father, who is the Catechiſm, 
* Giver of all Goodneſs, explaining the 
| © to ſend his Grace unto Lord's Pray- 
* | © me, and to all People; er. 

* that we may worſhip 

* him; ſerve him, and_ obey . him, as.we 
* ought to do: And that he will ſend vs 
* 21] Things that be needfu], both for our 
« Souls and Bodies ; and be merciful to us, 
* and forgive us our Sins: And that it will 
« pleaſe him to ſave and defend us in all 
* Dangers, ghoſtly and Bodily : And that 
* he will keep us from all Sin and Wic- 
* kedneſs, and from Everlaſting Death. 
* Which I truſt he will do of his Mercy 
*and Goodneſs, through our Lord Jeſus: 
" | © Chriſt, Amer, 

| Now 
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great Shepherd 
of the E 


» ; 


Everlaſiing Covenant, 
82 £very goog Work, 70: 40. his Willy - working 

ST SIT 71 4 is 
thraugh: Jeſus Chrj 


ever and ever. - Amen. 


. | Now, the. 'Gad,,of - Peace, 
1+. ; that brought again from the 
Dead our Lord Yeſus, that 
of the Sheep, ogg the Blood 


us perfett 
well-pleaſing .5n js Sight, 
3' to-whom by ' Glory for 
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ye: be liveth 
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This hott Akad Wielrivin'n fttay "be 
uſed ſome Time that Week. 


ORD, chom Art God, ans. 2452 5+ 
which | haſt niade  Hea- 

ner aud Earth, \ and the Sea, and alt rbor-in 
them is: Who 'sy the Mouth of thy Servant 
David haſt ſaid, Thou art 

my.Son, this Day have I be-. Pal. 2. 7, 8. 
otten thee. | And 1 will give 

Niche Heathew . for. thine | Inheritance, : _) 
the. Wrtermoſt Parts: of \the: Earth for thy Pops 
ſeſſion... (4) Thy Word is true) - 
from the B . (b) For: (a) Pfal. 11.96 
ever,, O. Lond, t t Word is. 160. ./ 
ſetled in Heaven: (c)Thy. (6b) Verſ. 8g< 
Faith uineſs Is lunto; all Ges. ( c) Verſ. go. 
nerations.” "For :'thaw; haſt +4 1 5 Þ-o 
ſent thy-holy Child Jeſus, [1:59 2112 
(d) 4nd declared him' to be (4)Rom; 1.4. 
the Son of God; with Power, 
by: the Reſurreftion from: the: 
Dead. (© Though he. nor (e):2-Gor, « 
crucified. t - Weakye '£1Y " 
tho {-mexer 
wouldſk not' (f,) At. 227g) 
ket thy, Holy One ſee Corrupe 26, | 
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tion ; but haſt made known to him the Ways of 
Life, and made him full of Foy with thy Coun- 

tenance, (g) Thou baſt given 
(eo) Joh.19.2. him Power over all Fleſh, that 
be ſhould give Eternal Life to 
as maty as thou haſt given him, \ Adored 
be thy Eternal Love, which appeared in 
the Sufferings of - Chriſt, -and the Glory thar 
followed "after, - Adored be. thy "Love, 
which hath given us (h) « 
(b).r Pet.1. lively Hope through the Re- 


3,11. farrection © of Chriſt \'Feſus, 
6)2 Tim. x. \(i) who'bath''broupht+' Life 
tO. ' and Immortalty \'t0" tight ;; 
(&) 1 Cor.r15, (k) being the Firſt-fruits of 
20. | them 'that {lept,” (1) and the 
(D Joh. 1x. Reſurrettion | and the-' Life. 
285 «1; I:rejoice in-the Conſolation 


47%L which-thou<haſt: ſent unto- 
us, and that we it this farthermoſt. Part of 
the Earth are become his'Inheritance. I 
praiſe thee ; I bleſs thee ; I moſt heartily. 
devote my ſelf to the Obedience of Jeſus, 

as is" but juſt” and meet: 
(m)Rom:14., (mY For, rothis End Chriſt 
and; #oſe; and're- 


8, 9. : 5-the pur þ | 
wed, that he might be Lord 
both of the Dead and Living. 1 reverence 
his Sovereign Authority,- I ſubmit my ſelf 
LOR £0 
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to his Laws, and depend u _— his Care, 
and good Providence : | referr my ſelf to 
his wiſe Will and Pleaſure in all Things ; 
deſiring nothing more, but that, whether / 
live or die, 1 may be the Lord's. O that thy 
Spirit, which raiſed up Jeſus, n dwell in 
me, guide and govern me 

that thou, who raiſedſt up Rom. 8. I1. 
Chriſt from the Dead, mayeſt 

alſo quicken my mortal Body by thy Spirit dwel- 
ling in me, O that the reſt of the World 
may become his Poſſeſſion too; and all, 
with one Mind, and one Mouth, elorific 
thee, the God and Father 

of Jeſus Chriſt; who is the Rev..1. 5, 6. 
faithful Witn eſs , and the 

Firſt-begotten of the Dead, and the Prince of 
the Kings of the Earth: To whom be Glory and 
Dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Meditation before at Home. 


"A - H:!) How: duskifh.are my Thoughtsin 
| this houſe of .Clay + How dull .my! 
AﬀeRions: under-this load of Fleſh }. 
my Saviour is it Heaven, crowned at 
God's right hand with glory Te: 
hononr : He is 4/cended wp. Hebs 2.9, © 
an abeve all Heavens; Angels, . Ephe 4a 19-.:! 1 
Aut hdrities (and Piers. veing., 1 Pet. 3. 22s 
made /xbjebt to him. And I can 
ſcarce. caſt a:\ look thither, but am infantly 
Hed down to. this Earth. again» Bleſſed 
Goodneſs:who hath left us a lively image 
of himſelf to -help our Infirmities- To re- 
preſent his dying; and'\departure from this 
Wotld ;\\and tobe: a-pledge: likewiſe unto us 
that. we: ſhall one-day. aſcend. O10? 
up\ to: Heaven;\and. be for ever: 1 Thefl: 4. 17, 
with-the Lord, © bleſſed news! oc D 
the hope of ic fills me with joy already, and 
raiſes me. up a. little toward that high and 
holy place where... Jeſus. dwells. I will go 
and" bleſs the: Father. of; Mercies. far: bis great» 
Charity towards us; : that be, would: Moe 
; 0 
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fied without d 


= 


Joh 14. 28. 


ro. I3. | 
T0» 19+ 
G. 20. 


John I4+ 2, Jo 


'. q26-Meditations «nd'Prayeys. Aſcend. 
"up of an offering for fin; and that he would be ſatis- 


emanding_ of us the debt; That be 
would grant new and eafie conditions of Salva- 


ugh the Blood of his Son; antiſeal 
| venant in Keble ene bod, 
I will go and teftifie my loveto him, even by my 


Joy that he 1s gone unto the Fa- 
ther ; and hath triumphed over 
his Enemies, after he had 0- 
vercome them, and ſpoiled 
Printipalitiztiand Poniers.. He 
hath led captivity captive, and 
received the promiſe of the heb 
Ghoſt ; and is ſet down at the 
right hand of the throne of God ; 


and wade the Lord of all. - All 


the Angels of God worſhip him, 
and in the Heavenly WATY 
attend upon him ; "where he 1; 
an High Prieſt for ever, holy 
wndefiled, ſeparate from ſin- 
ners, and made higher than the 
Heavens. There he makes 11- 


rerceſſion for ' us ; from hence- 


forth expetting, till this Ene- 
jou be pete is footftool.'! Ana 


we have boldneſs. alſo: by the 
Blood of Jeſus, to enter into the 
holieſt; whither he the fore. 


runner is for us emtred; and. 


Lone to prepare a place for ns ; 


and will come again'to receive ns' unto himſelf, 
that where he 3s, there we may be alſ0: | 


But 
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But who ſhall aſtend into the | 
hill of the Lord ? And who ſhall Pſal,24- 3,445. 
ftand in his holy place ? He that dil ode 
hath clean hands, and a pure heart ; who hath 
not lift up his Soul unto vanity, nor ſworn deceit- 
fally.: Fe ſhall receive bleſſing from the Lord, and 
righteouſneſs from the God of his Salvation, I 
will go then and offer him my Heart, that 
it may be formed to his likeneſs; ho did 
no ſin, neither was gnile found in his mouth. 1 
will go and ſubmit my ſelf to him as the 
Lord of all; and renew my Covenant of 
Love and note with him. I will vow 
apain that 1 will fight 'valiantly under his 
Banner, who is the Captain 0 
our Salvation, made per Heb. 2. 10+ 
through ſuſ[erings, againſt Sin, 
the World, and the Devil. I will be faithful 
to him unto the death ; and no f ſhall 
deterr me from following the Prince of Life. 
For I doubt not but the Sacrifice he made 
was moſt acceptable to God ; 
and that he by himſelf having Heb. 1. 3. 
purged our ſins, ſate down on 
the right hand of the Majeſty on high ; and will 
help and ſuccour. all his faithful followers ; 
and fend forth his els to 26 
miniſter nnto them ; and brins Heb. 1. 14. 
them to glory , and rewar 2. 10+ 
them with 4 Crown of life. O© Rev. 2: 10. 
life up thy ſelf, my Soul, 
when rhou comeſt to the Table of the Lord, 
Now, if ever, liften to the Prieſt of God, 


wW 
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when he calls, ſaying, Z:ift mp your Hearts, 
Now is the Seaſon above all others, to an- 
ſwer;, with the whole Quire of pious Souls in 
that. joyful Voice; Me fe them wp anto. the 
Iz Rear. thy (elf aloft, my Soul, and 
look” beyond: theſe ſhadows. Fix thine Eyes 
on the ſplendour of that Majeſty..,- where- 
with" thy Saviour ſhines; and think thou 
heareſt him calling unto the whole company 
of Believers, ſaying : Come, come, my be- 
loved, for whom I died: Come: and dwell 
.* _-, with me- It is ſtill my will 
John 17, 244 | anddefire,that 10u maybe where 
{+ ©, Tam, andthat you may behold 
-,  theglary, which my Father hath 
I4. 4. . given me. Come on therefore : 
tooth Whither 1 am gane 10u. know,and 
e Way you bnow," Tread upon all the glit- 
ring Temptations, .of the: Country,. where 
Ju are, as dut and. dung;rin compare with 
the Kingdom: which'T, wall; give you. Make 
haſte unto me, and Tet nothing hinder. you : 
for I expect, you, and long when -you are 
meet 'for it to ſee your The Travel of my 
Soul will not be ſatisfied, till you. be with me. 


ul 7 


\ O'my Soul, why do, we linger. ?; Why do 
we look atter;any thing ſo. much , as. this 
Etertral Life? Why ſhould we be diſcouraged 
or faint in our Minds 2 - This Lord of: Glory 
came to his Throne, out of, as. low, a, Condi- 
tion as we can poſſibly. be, in. He was, once 
a Seraznt, the meaneſt of, Seryants:.. He ay: 
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bled himſelf ro be ſubje&t to the baſeſt uſage, 
and to ſuffer the greateſt Deſpite and publick 
Reproach. 'Let us be aſſured then, that he 
will not deſpiſe the pooreſt Wretch, now that 
he's in bis glorious State» And; |let1ugnhet 
ink_.it ſtrange, . if we, 'be deſpiſed ;ant_rf- 
proached * for -righteouſnels ;. .: ;..... 
ike, "But rejoice in as much 1 Pet: 4 $4, 
as we are partaker! of the Saf. oO 
ferings of Chriſt; that when his Glory ſhall be 
revealed, we may be glad alſo with-excteding 
fey US jad 360 
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The P rayer. befiie” 


Q ow" bleſſed. God , who dwelleſt 
XP'in-the higheſt Heavens/, and art 
aqgres .by the higheſt” Creatures, who 
_ bluſh before the Brightneſs of. thy Ma- 
jeſty; . but. doſt not deſpiſe us. - poor 
_ Worms,. thatdwell upon the Earth. Who 
art happy in thy ſelf, and yet makeſt 
"Sute-to us, that, we- would love thee: 
"'Who commandeſt us to do good to our 
ſelves; and intreateſt that Duty from 
us, Which thou mayeſt command : Who 
takeſt it kindly when we give thee 
{thine own, and rewardeſt us for that 
'which 'by thy Grace only we can per- |. 
form ;--and-pardoneſt us” alſo 'when” we 
fall ſhort in our Performance; and gi- 
veſt us Repentance, that thou mayelt 
pardon us, and receive us into Fayour ; 
and haſt ſent.no leſs Perſon than thine 
own Son , to obtain a Pardon for us; 
and exalted him at thy own Right Hand, 
*that he might be a Prince, and a $a- 
-- viour, to give Repentance, and Forgive- 
neſs of Sins. Before thee, O Lord moſt 
High, I humbly proſtrate my ſelf A de- 
ring 
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firing to -be-aUmitted to thy holy Table, 
that-E/may adore-the::Riches? of. thy 
*Grace, ” and: beg Forgiveneſs for my un- 
worthy Returns to ſuch great Love. .'Give 
ame leave, OQiLord, to come; and».make, 
at\\leaſt;, my Acknowledgments to thee, 
of the. Duty. owe: thee; +. Yea. [\ would 
take! thy -Yoke' upon me | with» the |grea- 
teſt Thankfulneſs; : and tye thoſe:Bonds 
Faſter 1 wherein I': ſtand: 'already; enga- 
'ged -to thee -:and bleſs-thee: fanoſuch 
alice and gracious Terms -ofcRetoncilia- 
tioh',-- as thou'-haſt /propoundedita! ms; 
,ond - expreſs: my hearty Conſent unto 
them ;--and declare -my Belief of: thy 
precious | Promiſes 3; and + acknowled 
thy Goodneſs, -in -making me fo certain 


of: their Truth, by the Reſurre&ion:of 


Thrift from the Dead, andhis Aſcenſion 
to'Heaven ;- that he might fit; down at 
thy Right Hand to make good -all that he 
hath faid- Bleſſed be the Lord; -whs 
hath rewarded his Obediecuce with ſuch 
Honour, Power, Dominion and Autho- 
rity ; "that we might be encouraged to 
follow bim, and depend upon + him, and 
have a ſetled Hope of Immortality by 
him. I rejoice in the Glory which thou 
_ with the Father of all, Q _ 
us ; 


I, BE. of T Flo [(13ſus3 wh Fragos Yor 1. 
| , iO, 8, $./iver 0 ys v#:Sctptrerof 


ng eur Btrrraag with ha: :Q1/'of 
ſs above thy-Pillews.0 O:God, that" 


ab ook! guns ergo ul other-Thin 8s when 1 pre- 
bly” If before: thee, ” aſtend up 

K in.my Thong , ahdiDeſires, and Reſo- 
Wits: where Jeſus is; that 
7 when: }-bome- down __ converſe 
'hipgshere below) + may ook 

41 pon themoas Objedts ala; 1 REI 
| $ Proofs of wy Vertne, bn-as:; Incite- 
- © anenty-5to praiſe thee , "the! Creator of 
ally and as! Occaſions [to  manifeſt' how 
be yn Pong thee, \by/ _—_ the ideareft 
6% ireithis: World, 'retjuireſt 
3x hy: ſake, who Nay raiſed :Man tv 
Þ- i lain of Glory ard Honour a- 
Þbve all: © that I may hate every Thing 
that would not let me. love thee: better 
than it »'That:I may fear. 'to offend thee, 
cand:-be very: ſollicitons to pleaſe : thee, 
'and ſtudious in all Things to .2pprove my 
{elf ro him 'whom thou haſt raifed from 
the Dead, and promoted unto Glory'; ſo 
_— is-able to preferr all his' faithful 
Servants 


- neſs is:the Sceptre of 
Ws hy:Ki N hou h "loved Righteouſneſs, 
7% wer Iniquity 5 therefore, God! even 


uns & an—_ 
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Servants:tothat glorious Place where he is. 


Shew me, O Lord, that he is not held by 
Death, but reigns with thy ſelf for ever, 
by the Power of thy Holy Spirit, in my 
Heart; raiſing me above my felf, and en- 
abliag me to comply with thoſe high and 
heavenly Thoughts, Detires and Deſigns, 
which thou haſt wrought in my Heart. 
O bleſſed Jeſus, who ſitreſt at the Right 
Hand of the Father ; and 

haſt ſaid, thou haſt Liſe w Joh. 5. 26. 
thy ſelf, and all Power in Matt. 28. 18. 
Heaven, and in Earth; that 

I, and all others who proſtrate themſelves 
before the Throne of thy Grace, might 
find thy Power ſtil] to remain as great as 
ever, Chaſing away the Darkneſs of our 
Minds, warming and thawing our frozen 
AﬀeTtions, melting and diſlolving our 
Wills into the Will of God, inſpiring ns 
with Might and Strength to do that which 
we cannot but defire, lifting up our Hearts 
to have our Converſation in Heaven, and 
to-live above the Love of Riches, Plea- 
ſures and Honours ; a contented, humble, 
ſaber and thankful Life. O that we may 
ever demonſtrate our Belief of thy Aſcen- 
lion up on high, by our living and walking 
in the Spirit, and no longer fulfilling the 
Luſts 
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Luſts of the Fleſh z and by improving all 
the Grace thou ſendeſt down to us, till we 
be fit to be tranſlated from hence, and 
come to ſee what we now believe, and be- 
hold thee in the Glory of the Father. A. 
men, Lord Jeſus : Where thou art, let us 
be alſo, rejoicing with thee for ever : And 
while we ſtay here, I will alway ſay moſt 
heartily, 


Our Farther, &c. 


The 


he 
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The Meditation afterward. 


Oo The height of that Glory wherem my 
Saviour is enthroned ! 
Who is gone into the Heavens: 1 Pet. 3+ 22 
and made higher than the Heb. 7. 26+ 
Heavens : nay, is aſcended Ephel, 4- 8. 
up far above all Heavens ; far 1+ 21s 
above all Principality and 
Power, and Might, and Dominion, and every 
Name that is named, not only in this World, but 
alſo in that which is to come. What a comfort is 
it to Duſt and Aſhes, to ſee their Nature ſhi- 
ning brighter than the higheſt Stars of Glory ? 
To behold their Fleſh the greateſt beauty ot the. 
Paradiſe of God > Where ſhould my Conver- 
ſation be, but in Heaven? Where. ſhould 
the Members ard the Heart be, but where 
their Head and their Treaſure is 2 What 
ſhould I ſeek, but thoſe things 
above where Chriſt is at Ged s Coloſþ 3. 
right hand? O ye little Vani- 
ties! How contemptible are all your plea- 
ſures? How low are all your Dignities and 
Honours ? How baſe and vile the rett of your 
Temptations, when I look up to Heaven, 
where my Saviour fits in unmatchable Glory 
and Majelty? Never ſpeak to me .any more ; 
never perſwade me to tollow worldly Lufts : 
my Thoughts ate not now fo mean: I am 
U 2 dead 
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dead to all thoſe things, and my life is bid with 
Chriſt in Gogd. When Chriſt who 1s my life ſhall 
avpear, then ſhall I appear with him in glory, 
But, is that Eternal Life with Jeſus the thing 
thou ſeekeſt 2 Is thy heart indeed ſet on things 
above, where he is at God's right hand? 
Search and try; doſt thou in good earneft tra- 
vel with high and heavenly Deſigns? Art thou 
ambitious of nothing ſo much, as to be like to 
Jeſus; and by the moſt (elf-denying ways to 
obtain his glory > Dot thou ſpare no pains to 
flatren thy roo eager Defires towards the 
things on Earth ; to let out thy vain and airy 
Conceits; to ſharpen thy Appetite after real 
Righteouſneſs ; to inflame thy love, to heigh- 
ren thy Deſire and Hope, to ſtrengthen thy 
Faith, roexcite thy watchfulneſs, and engage 
thy ſerious Endeavours, that thou mayſt pol- 
ſes the things above ? Art 
Jam. 3. 17. thou ſure that the wiſdom from 
| above is the crown of thy glo- 
ry? Humiliry thy honour> To do good thy 
Riches and Treaſure? To bereligious thy bu- 
fines; and to rejoyce in God thy higheſt 
pleaſure? Doth the peace of God 
Phil: 4- 7. which paſſeth all nnderſtanding, 
beep thy mind and heart * Art 
thou above the Threats, the Contempt, the 
Harred, the Oppreſſion, the Enmities and Af- 
fronts of this evil World > Above thine own 
' andother Men's paſſtons and peeviſh Aﬀections? 
-$o that thou returneſt good for evil, kindneſs 


tor ©irquries, and prayers for curſes? Is thy 
| heart 
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heart carried aloft in holy Prayers? Doſt thou 
ſend- up continually the Sacrifice of praiſe, 
ing Thanks to God for all his Benefirs ? 
| thou dwell above in pious Meditations 
of the glory wherein thy Sa- 
viour is enthroned > Doſt thou 1x Cor. 12. «/t- 
earneſtlycovet the beſt and moſt 
uſeful, gifrs ; and eſpecially 
dend'thy courſe to that more 1 Per. 1+ 22+ 
excellent way? Haſt thou pr- 
rifiedt by ſoul in obeying the truth through the Spi- 
+t unto unfeigned love of the Brethren? Is that 
ſweet thing that heavenly Charity, thy dear- 
ly beloved > Which is the very joy of Hea- 
ven? Then the Angels give thee joy of an 
happy Refurredtion and Aſcenſion with 
Chriſt Jeſus. He hath made 
thee already to fit with him in Epheſ: 2. 6. 
heavenly places. The day-ſtar 
is riſen 1n thy heart, fore telling thy approa- 
ching glory» Thou beholdeſt the Mornin 
of Eternal joy, the dawning of the day © 
Recompences. And thou mayſt reſt affured, 
that God will not leave thee in the grave, nor 
fuffer thee tor ever to ſee corruption ; but it 
ſhall deliver thee into the 
Arms of thy Lord; and cor- 1 Cor- 15. 53+ 
r«ption ſhall put ow incorruption, 
aad this mortality be ſwallowed 2 Cor. 5. 4 
up of life. Nay, thou mayeſt 
now triumph and fay, Iam Rom.s8. 17. 
an heir; an heir of God, and 
Joint-heir with Chriſt: Who: hath alſo given 
[91 3 m2 
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Epheſ, 1. 14. me the earneſt of the inheri. 
tance, For he hath formed 
already a Model of the heavenly SanQtuary 
within thy breaſt: where Chriſt Jeſus him- 
ſelf is enthroned ; and the Name of God is 
continually honoured and glorified. And 
therefore thou mayſt humbly conclude in 
the words of Jeſus, If God be 
John 12- 32+ glorified in me, God ſhall alſo 
| glorifie me in himſelf. And 0 
Epheſ 1.17, that the Father of Glory would 
18, 19, 20» be pleaſed more and more 
to enlighten the eyes of our un- 
der ſtanding, that we may know what is the hope of 
his Call, and what the riches of the glory of his 
inheritance in the Saints; and what is the exceed. 
ing greatneſs of his power to usward who believe, 
according to the withe of his mighty Is 
he wrought in Chriſt when he raiſed him from the 
dead, and ſet him at his own right hand in hea- 
venly places, &c. Amen- 
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The Thankſgiving and Prayer 
afterward. 


Moſt Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God 
Almighty; who art to be moſt 
humbly adored, 'worſhipped and admi- 
red; But thy PerfeAions no Tongue can 
expreſs, and thou art above the Thoughts 
of the higheſt and pureſt of al] Creatures. 
They all give Glory to thee in their ſeve- 
ral Kinds, and declare thy Power, thy 
Greatneſs, thy Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
which ſpreads it ſelf throughout the 

World. From the Riſing of 
the Sun, unto the Going down Pſal.113.3,4. 

of the ſame, the Lord's 
Name is to be praiſed. For the Lord is high 
above all .Nations, and his Glory above the 
Heavens, They ſound continually with 
the Praiſes which the holy Angels give 
thee, who know thee better than we that 
are ſhut up in Houſes of Clay, and can ſee 
but little of thy Glory : And yet thou art 
pleaſed, not only to admit, but to invite 
us to lift up our Hearts unto thee, and u- 
nite them with that Heavenly Company, in 
rendring thee our poor Praiſes and Thanks, 
uz which 
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which are infinitely below thee. Accept, 
good Lord, of fuch as I have togive; and 
inſpire me graciouſly from above with 
ſuch a Senſe of thy Goodneſs, that I may 
offer thee an Heart full of Love, which 
may be ever making grateful Acknowledp- 
ments unto-thee. | bleſs thee thar thoy 
haſt made Man ſuch a noble Creature, 
capable to look back to thee, the Author 
of his Being, and to be happy in loving : 
thee, and bearing a Likeneſs to thee, Oh, 
how great was thy Goodneſs, that when 
he forgot thee that formed him, and 
lightly eſteemed thy Love and Favour, 
thou wonldſt not caſt him out of th 
Care, bnt mercifuliy and ſpeedily made 
a Promiſe of a Redeemer to him! [ 
thank thee, O God, that in the Fulneſs of 
Time thou haſt ſent him, thy only begot- 
ten Son, into the World 3 not only to 
converſe lovingly with vs, as our Friend 
ard Brother ; but alſo to die for ns, and 
to die the curſcd Death of the C rots, 
Who can underitand the Greatneſs of thy 
Love, © bleſled Jeſus, that would hang 
in ſuch Shame and Pain, and bleed to 
Death, and lie un the Grave for us wretch- 
ed Sinners? And the Greatneſs of thy. 
Love, O Father of Mercies, who haſt _ 
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ſed him again from the Dead, and exal- 
ted him with [thy Right Hand to the 
Throne of Glory in the 

Heavens, and given him a Phil. 2. 9,10, 
Name above every Name: 11, 

That at the Name of Feſus 

every Knee might bow, both of Things in 
Heaven, and 1 hings ox Earth, and Things 
wider the Earth; and that every Tongue 
might conſeſs that Jeſus is the. Lord, to thy 
Glory * I confels his Sovereign Power and 
Authority, whom: the Angels worſhipped 
and adored : And I give Glory to thee, O 
Father of all, who haſt 

made | him Head of the Epheſ. 1:22, . 
Church, which is his Body, 23. 

the Fulneſs of him that filleth 

all in all. Glory be to thee, O Lord moſt 
high, who haſt put all Things under bis Feet, . 
and made Angels them- 

felves to be Mwnſtring Spi- Heb. 1. 14. - 
Fits, ſent forth to- miniſter 

for them who ſhall be Heirs 

of Salvation, Glory be to 

thee, who haſt ſent him to  Aﬀts 3. 26: .. 
bleſs us, in turning every. one 

of us from our Iniquities ; 

and baft made bim a Prince, Chap, 5.32; 
aid. @ Samionr,..s0 give Ree 


| U.5s pentance;,. . 
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Pevtance, and Remiſſion of Sins : And made 


him to ſave them to 
Heb. 7. 25, the uttermoſt that come unto 
27. - thee by bim, ſeeing he ever 


liveth to make Interceſſion for 

tbem, To thy Eternal Praiſe 

and Glory be it remem- 

Heb. 8. r. bred, that we have ſuch ar 
| High Prieſt, who 1s ſet on the 
Right Hand of the Throne of the Majeſty in 
the Heavens z who needeth not daily to offer up 
Sacrifice, but hath done it once, when be offe- 
red up himſelf, 1 bleſs thee, that thou haſt 
now admitted me to partake of that Sacri- 
fice; which is able to per- 

Heb, 16. 14. fett for ever them that are 
| ſanitified : And that, to the 
es of thy Houſe, thou haſt added al- 
ſo thoſe of my own. Thou feedeſt not my 
Soul only, but moſt bountifully provideſt 
for my Body too ; not only thy Son, but 
a great Number of thy Creatures loſing 
their Lives continually, to preſerve mine. 
There is all Reaſon that I ſhould ſerve thee 
with nnwearied Diligence, who haſt made 
{o many Things conftantly to ſerve me. 
And here TI preſent my ſelf again before 
thee, to tender-thee my hearty Service, to 
beſcech thy Acceptance of the Vows _ 
0» 
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Promiſes I have already made to thee, and 
to expreſs my Hope in thy Mercy ; for 
Power from on high, to aſſiſt and further 
my pious Deſires and Reſolutions. 7 be- 
beve in thee, O God, through 

Chriſt Jeſus, who haſt rai= 1 Pet. 1. 2:. 
ſed him up from the Dead, 

and given him Glory, that our Faith and Hope 
might be in thee our God. [live in a full 
Perſuaſion, that thou defigneſt to make 
me everlaſtingly happy ; and therefore 
humbly look to receive from thy Divine 
Bounty the Communication of thy Holy 
Spirit, to help me to fit and prepare _my 
ſelf for ſuch a glorious State with Chrilt - 
inthe Heavens : That there my Thoughts 
and my Heart may be, where my Hopes 
are treaſured up; and all Things may 
ſeem little and mean, in compare with 
the Glory to be revcaled ; and 1 may think 
my ſelf exceeding high and great in the 
Humility, Meekneſs, Goodneſs, Patience 
and Contentedneſs of the Lord Jeſus, and 
in the holy Hope he hath given me of E- 
fernal Life. Preſerve in my Mind a con- 
ſtant Senſe of chat bleſſed Fope, as incom- 
parably beyond all Poſleſſions on Earth 
that ſo I may walk worthy of my High 


and Heavyerfly Calling; chearfully doing 


and 
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. and ſuffering thy Will ; and believing 
that thou, who haſt done ſo much for us, 
as to advance our Nature to ſuch Glory 
in the Heavens, wilt take care of us while 
we are here on Earth; and conduct us, 
by humble Submiſſion to thee, and pa- 
tient Continuance in Well-doing, to 
that Place, whither Jeſus the Fore-run- 
ncr is centred for us. 


Pſal. 98. 4- And let all the Earth make 
a joyful Noiſe unto the Lord : 
Makg a loud Noiſe, and re- 


97. I. Joice, and ſing Praiſe For 


29,10, the Lord Jeſus reigneth, He 

99. 3,4. ſitteth King for ever: Let 
them praiſe his great and holy 

Name ; for the King*s Strength loveth Tudg- 
ment, he doth eſtabliſh Equity, he executeth 


Fudgment and Righteouſneſs 


Pſal.5.11, #n the Earth, And let all 
thoſe that love him, be joyful 
97.12. inhim, Rejoice in the Lord, 
ye Righteous, and give Thanks 
to the Memorial of bis Holi- 
97.11, neſs, For Light is ſown for 
the Righteous, and Gladneſs 
for the Upright in Heart. 


Nom 
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Now, ow Lord Jeſus 2Theſſi2.16, 
Chriſt himſelf, and God, 17. + 

even our Father, which hath 

loved us, and hath given us Everlaſting Con- 
ſolation, and good Hope through Grace, com- 
fort our Hearts, and eſtabliſh us in every good 
Word and Work, Amen. 


Chit- 
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Whitſunday, 


_—— 


4 Meditation before at home. 


Holy Spirit of Grace ! What news is 
this that thou bleſſeſt our Ears with- 
al2 What glad Tidings are theſe, 
that thou art come to tell us * What 
means the ſound of ſo many various Tongues ? 
'The Gifts of Prophecy, of Wiſdom, of Know- 
leage, of Faith and Miracles ; with all the reſt 
which thox divideſt ſeverally to every Idan, as 
tho wouldſt ? Doth Jeſus yet live? Hath he in- 
deed conquered the Grave ; and is he exhalted 
at the right hand of God 2 And inveſted with 
all power in Heaven and Earth ? It is enough; 
T will go then, and ſee him when I die- That 
Word is no longer dreadful to me. I am not 
atraid of the King of Terrours ; ſince Jeſus 
lives, and is the Lord and King of all. Wit- 
neſs the Holy Ghoſt the -Comforter, which 
he hath ſent down from the Throne of his 
Glory : To affure us that he not only lives, 
but reigns in Majeſty and Power; and is 
mindful of us, and of his Promiſes, Thoſe 
fiery Tongues that came with the noiſe as of - 
wight 
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wighty ruſhing Wind, tell me that he is able 

to tranſport us, when he pleaſes, in fiery 

Chariots unto Heaven. I hear them call my 

Thoughts up thither, and bid 

Heb. 2: 9. me ſee Jeſus who was made 4 

little lower than the Angels, for 

his ſuffering of death, crowned with glory and ho. 

mour ; ow ſcattering his Royal Gifts among | 

his ſervants. / am thy ſervant, 

Pſal. 119. 125+ O bleſſed Jeſus ; make thy face 

135 to ſhine upon me. Let thy mer- 

cies come alſo unto me, O Lord, 

Ver. 41:49. even thy ſalvation according to 

thy word. Remember the word 

wnto thy ſervant, upon which 

thou haſt cauſed me to hope. 

Fohn x2. 26 That, WHERE I AM 

THERESHALL ALSO 

MY SERVANT BE. What words 

of Grace and Life are theſe ? It is enough, O 

thou that dwelleſt in the Heavens, that I 

be there where thou art. 

Pfal. 73+ 244 Thou ſhalt Snide me with thy 

Counſel, and afterward receive 
met to glory. 


And till I go to /ce thet glory which the Fa- 
there hath given thee, I will go and ee the re- 
preſentations thou baſt left us of thy ſelf; 
and receive the Pawns and Pledges of thy 
Eternal Love. I will go and remember thy 

Obedience to the Death ; for 
FGL2t». & _ which cauſe thou art hight 
axalte. 


_— —"— — mmm — — * 


(rhit-\. Medit ations and Prayers. 449 


exalted and made moſt bleſſed for ever. And O 
that the Holy Spirit of Grace, which fell on 
the Apoſtles on the Day of Pentecoſt, would 
fill my heart with a Senſe of that Love ; and 
ſwell my Soul with a full apprehenſion of 
all the Bleſſings that it contains, that fo I 
may burſt forth into thy praiſes as they did, 
ena {pe the wondrous works of 

God. Marvellous are thy works, Atts 2+ 11; 

0 Lord, and that my Soul knows Pal. 139+ 14+ 
right well, I ſee by the light of 

the Holy Ghoſt ſent down on them, that Jeſus 
indeed was the Son of God ; holy and without 
fault ; that a//the fulneſs of the 

Godhead dwelleth in him bodily: Colofl. 2. 9. 
that he hath made peace by the 1-20, 

blood of hi. Ore and reconciled 

Heaven avd Earth, that hs is 

aſcended np far above all Hea- Epheſ- 4. 10. 
vens, that he might fill all 

thing::and that thou, O Lord, 2+ 6, 

hat raiſed us up together, and 

made ns /it _—_ in heavenly places in Chriſt 
hrs I ſes what a powerful Advocate we have 
n the Court of Heaven : avyd 

that thou haſt Joes him power Jn 17. 2+ 
over all fleſh,that he ſhould grve 

eternal Life to as many as thou 
baſt gruen him, 1 ſee that allchy 2 Cor. 1-206 
Promiſes in him are yea, and in 22. 


1 bim Amen : by whom thox 


* 
haſt aiſo ſealed us, and given us the earneſt of 
the Spirit. One tongue is too little to ſpgak the 


-- 
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Praiſes of the Lord. I will go therefore into the 
Aſſ:mblies of thy gr my that 

PRal. 34. 3. they may magnifie the Lord 
with me, and we may exalt his 

name together. T1 will declare the exceeding 
greatneſs of his love; and the ſuperlative boun- 
ty of Heaven in ſending him to 

Pal. 34. 2: die for us, Yea, 4 Soul ſhall 
make her boaſt in the Lora, and 

glory in his holy Name. Let the wiſe Man, if he 
pleaſe, glory in his Wiſdom, and the rich Man 
* glory in his Riches, and the mighty Man in his 
great Strength : But / wil 

Jer. 9.23, 244 glory in this that I underſtand 
RY = know thee, that thou art 
the Lord, the God and Father of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which exerciſes loving \ ay —þ Judgment and 
righteouſneſs in the Earth ; for in theſe things 
are thy delight. T will glory in this, that I am 
| the Diſciple and Heir of the 
Phil. 3. 10+ crucified ſeſus; that 7 know 
the power of his Reſurrettion, 

TH and the _— of his Suffe- 
Rom-$. 15- rings; that he hath made a 
new Covenant with us of 

Grace, Mercy and Peace ; that we have recei- 
ved the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we call him 
Father;and that I am taken into the Fellowſhip 
of the Saints, and have hope to be numbred 
with them in glory everlaſting. I will ſend up 
my heart to Heaven, where he is, in holy love; 
and engage my ſelf to b2 ever mindful of his 
Covenant ; eſpecially of that »ew Commanament; 
ro 
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to love one another ; even as he hath loved us. 
this ſhall all Men know that I am his Diſci- 
ple, becauſe I love the Bre- 
thren- For there is one Body Ephel. 4+ 4, 5, 
and one Spirit, even as we are 6, 7,8, &Cc- 
called in one hope of onr calling ; 
one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 
and in us all. Who gave to every one grace, ac- 
cording to the meaſure of the "ft of Chriſt. 
Wherefore he ſaith,when he aſcended upon high,he 
led captivity captive, and gave Gifts unto Men. 
And be gave ſome, Apoſtles ; ( bleſſed be his 
bounteous Goodneſs ) and ſome, Prophets ; and 
ſome, Evangeliſts ; and ſome, Paſtors and Tea- 
chers ; for the perfetting of the Saints, for the 
Work of the 7dimſtry, for the edifying of the 
Body of Chriſt ; till we all come in the Vnity of 
the Faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
wnto a perfett Man, unto the meaſure of the full. 
neſs of Chriſt. From whom the whole Body fitly 
joined together, and compatted by that which eve- 
ry joint ſupplieth, according to the effefFual wor: 
king in the meaſure of every part, mgketh en- 
_ of the Body, unto the eaifying of it [elf in 
oUEs ; 
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The Prayer before. 


Lord, who liveſt for ever, and chan- 

geſt not; whoſe Power made me, 

 - and all the World ; before 
Wiſd;11.12. whom the whole World is as 
a little Grain of a Balance, 

or a Drop of the Morning- Dew that falleth on 
the Earth ; whoſe Wiſdom governs and 
orders all Things, both in Heaven and 
Earth; whoſe Goodneſs and Bounty pro- 
vides conſtantly for their comfortable Sup- 
port; under whoſe Sovereign and Ever- 
laſting Dominion we live; and nnto whom 
we owe all Homage, Service and Fidelity, 
which ought moſt readily and heartily to 


be payed by every one of us. F adore thee 


an the humbleſt Reverence of my Soul and 
Body : I acknowledge my Dependence on 
thee, and Subjeftion to thee; I deſire, a» 
bove all Things, to live in thy Fear, and 
in thy Love and Obedience, as long as [ 
have any Being. Bleſled be thy Goodneſs, 
that I may love thee, and that I am alive 
to worſhip and acknowledge thee. Bleſled 
be thy Goodneſs, that thou haſt not been 


provoked to cut me off in my — 
0 
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of thee; nor now to open the Gates 
of Death for me; and command me to 
dwell in Silence : But the Doors of thy 
Houſe, that I may enter in, and praiſe 
thy holy Name. To thee belongs all Bleſ- 
fing, Honour, Worſhip and Service : To 
me nothing but Shame, and Confuſion of 
Face; which ought to cover me when I 
approach thy Preſence. 


I thank thee moſt humbly for the good 
News thou haſt ſent us, that thou ars in 
thy Son Chriſt, reconciling 
the World to thy ſelf. 1 re- 2 Cor. 5. 19. 
joice in thy Love, who haſt | 
delivered him. up for our Of- Rom. 4. 25. 
fences, and raiſed him from 
the Dead for our Fuſtification ; that we may 
know thou haſt accepted of his Death as a 
ſufficient Satisfation for us, and believe 
that all his Words are faithful and true, 
and that we ſhall be accepted in-thy Be- 
loved. I thank thee, O God, that thou 
haſt exalted him to ſit in thy Throne of 
Glory; that he may be able to perform his 
own Promiſes, and enable us to obey his 
Commands : That thou haſt given us ſuch 
good Hope in thee, by patient Continuance 
in Well-doing, to come to — 
0 


4 54 Meditations and Prayers.+ CAhit-C, 


of the Dead, and to be made Fartakers of 
Life Immortal. Bleſſed be the Lord for 
the Aſſurance we have of this; that we ſe 
Jeſus crowned with Glory and Honour, 
by the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
is the Earneſt of that Eternal Bliſs : That 
thou haſt ſent thine Apoſtles to preach the 
Goſpel to every Creature ;z and that when 

they went forth , thou 
Mar, 16. ult. wroughteſt with them ;, con. 

firming their Word with Sign; 
following : And that 1 my ſelf havefelt the 
Effefts of his Royal Power in the Heavens, 
by the-Breathings of thy Holy Spirit-in-my 
Heart, perſuading me to love thee and thy 
Son Jeſus, -who hath ſhewn all Long-ſuffe- 
ring 'towards me, and waited with great 
Pattegce upon me, that I might return to 
thee, and live, I thank thee, O Lord; 
and defire to be admitted to thy holy Ta- 
ble, that I may thank thee better, and re- 
new my Acknowiedgments to thee in the 
moſt ſolemn manner; laying my {elf at 
thy Feet, -to render thee my hearty Ser- 
vice; reſigning my ſelf to thy Will, re- 
commending Soul and Body to thy Wil- 
domgHubmitting to thy Government, ap- 
proving all thy Laws, and devoting my 
ſelf to the conſtant Obſervance of them, 
| I hope 
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I hope thou wilt mercifully accept and own 
mein all theſe Ats; and ſtand by me, to 
gnide, aſliſt and encourage me, and to 
work in me whatſoever is well-pleaſing in 
thy Sight : That I may be ſuch an one as 
thou canſt love, and delight in, and re- 
ward: And [delire nothingelſe in Heaven, 
or in Earth, Ido moſt freely give my ſelf 
up to the Condutt of the Holy Ghoſt ; and 
ſtedfaſtly depend on thee for its continual 
Preſence with me, to poſſeſs my Mind with 
ſuch a ſtrong Senſe of theſe Things which 
it hath revealed unto us, that they may o- 
perate powerfully on my Will and Aﬀecti- 
ons, -and make them conformable unto 
Chriſt. O that by walking in Love, and 
ſhewing all Meekneſs unto all Men ; by Pa- 
tience and Peaceableneſs, Gentleneſs and 
Goodneſs, Uprightneſs and Fidelity, Tem- 
perance and - Moderation, Contentednefs 
and Joy in every State and Condition, and 
by all other Fruits of the Spirit, I may ſo 


reſemble my bleſſed Lord and Maſter Je- 


ſus, that I may nothing doubt to bear the 
Image of his Glory in Heaven, as I bear the 
Image of his Holineſs here on Earth. 


C- . »at the Eyes of my Underſtanding 
m- -: »pened more and more, to ſee the 
WON 


wondrous Things which thou haſt written 
to us in thy Goſpel ; that apprehending, 
and believing, and following the Wiſdom 
given to us by thine Apoſtles, through the 
Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, I may have 
the Comfort of knowing that I am ſtill led 
and moved by it ; and living and walking in 
the Spirit, may go on joyfully to the Polleſ- 
ſion of that immortal Inheritance, which 
it hath ſealed to us. 


Rom. 15.13, Now, the God of Hope fill 
I 4. us all with Foy and Peace in 
Relieving, that we may abound 
in Hope, through the Power of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
being full of all Goodneſs and Knowledge, and 
able alſo to admoniſh one ano- 
Col. 1. 28, ther, till we come to be preſen- 
ted perſetÞ in Chriſt Feſus : 
By whom I am encouraged to make theſe 
Addreſſes unto the Throne of Grace, and 
to recommend my Suits unto thee in his ho- 
ly Words ; ſaying as he hath bidden us, 


Our Father, &c. 
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T' Hou haſt now ſeen the completion of all 
&. the myſtery, of our redemption; how that 
[eſus. who - /earned Saban fo a To 284618 
things which, he ſuffered, be- Heb. 5-8, 9. 
perfett;, became; the 
Tethor of eternal Satvation. xnto all them that 
hey him, Canſt rhou doubt of it when thou re- 
membreſt the. princely: gifts, which he hath al- 
ready beſtowed on his: Church? Did not the 
wicit poured. out, \as, on this day, bear witneſs 
t_ all thoſe who obediently beheved on; Jefus 
vere the: childres, of God 2 And 
{ chil en, then heirs, heirs of Rom. 8+ 16, 
ad, and joint heirs with Chriſt. 17, 18, 
How could thou refrain, my 
, from rejoycing mn theſe thoughts, ſhould(t 
thou be'in the midf(t of their tribulations 2 For 1 
reckon, that the ſnſferings of this preſent time, 
are not worthy tobe camparea with theglory whic 
ſhall be revealed in us. Be not fo dull then, 
now that he Say thee alſo a. number of other 
500d things ſo-richly ro enjoy.; But ftir up thy 
, and. be exceeding. glad 'in the comtort of 
that light which ſhines, trom Heaven upon us; 
ſhewing us. thole;things which .. . »...14 
8. orher. ages were mt made Fplte(. 2, 5. 
own to the Sons of men, as they er 
are now revealed unto. his holy Avpoſites and Pro- 
phets by the Spirit, And is.1t pollible to know 
"OA , | We: Jetus, 
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$8 Petitations will Prayebs. Clit 
; Jeſus, and not to learn obedience of kim? 

hat was it that he dcfgned. lag to-laſt 
Hut to forri\ to 
18s 000 good works? 


B 7 apts 5.49 
Y f "$TÞo 


f af obedient; holy people, 


| -:eRt thou' riot ſe how ear- 
he went 'Hirffelf abomr Hi, 
athey"s Þ/arſs ? How dutiful 
wad obedrent he was to his 
earthly Parents * How hum- 
baſe totdeſcended to Þ.. 
xl, a meaner pcrfon 
wm" Tal lt Yorrnony Fo 
wou A eonſneſs ! 
And what did *hy do immed. 
ately after be was baptized, 
but entet into a combate with 
the Devil, and vanquiſh thok 
very temptations which foil- 
ed our firſt Parents? O how 
gloriouſly _ did he then tr- 
umph over pride, ambition, 
eager | appetite of meat and 
drink, 0 all all perſwaſions to 
preſumption , or diſtruſt of 
God ! Confider "Fiz oa, 
what was' the fitſt tr ng 
prone 0 after this, but Sn 
repent knd believe 
the" Goſpel And his Sermon 
that reſently followed on 
the Mountain, what leflons 
doth it 'teach, but + of 
pirt 


5s 7 5 = £S R - «d ' * _ 
SAS SAEAECSS SE EEC. © 


> 3 > T7 © 3&7 


2 


bs Te 


—— 


LES. 


It 


16hitl. Meditations and. Prayers 459 


7 F, ; meeknels:, M th, 
3 ity ; > Pow at $-.'3, 

'ubleneſs, and fch like Hea Ss 
Fvenly Vertues; without whnk \ 
he:rells | us im the condufon i 51D 1 
of his diſcourſe; /1ve {may as 

wifcreocly\ duild am houſe:upon > 1 77 26,27; 
the Sands, \ as- hope. tog6 00 

Heaven?" And was aot«his. whole lite,; a. cdn- 
'tinual.:Cotament” upon this Text? Whither 
mended all” his , bis 
prcamerr Xo p_, _ ciaws 2 Pet. 1. 4- 
\ potheſe oi. 


\Wwe waithe. In ves 1 , Po 
ature; having eſtxped the\ borru 
| the world throgeh lx5:? QGod! that we ſhould 
tbe no.mnores moved:by fach: promiſes to pu- 
mhe - our + ſelves! (What +miacle: will , work 
-3pon"-thoſe hearts awham theſe wyl not pre- 
ail. withall-to be'obtdient. And yet his Mi- 
"neles I fee alto had the fame deſign, to win 
'Mrniro a betrer lhite;: 4: hear him admoniſh- 


of 4 hz na- 
aption that is in 


nfpIhug imporent Man. whom 
he: ta&d Cured , "Bela (mark John 5.24. 
What I fay) thow art made | 
oats: St: no: more, (aft war{e 
Bunny: wo thee: $0 had 
oy oy fordkd ganz bipte- Gal, 1. 4, 
for onhi! rar; ot hed he wbagh: 
boon #2 [rom this preſent evil 
"World, es ta the will of | 
Gd and our Father : and het Eph 5.26, 
"he-19ght —_— po 
". HY 417 
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this cauſe lik 


' 2 Cor. 55 15. 


it 'to.h elf glories, not 
le, or any ſuch th we ; but 
$Þ, For 

8 he:roſe' a as: well as 
"died, that:we: only wot hence- 
forth live lento ourſelves but mn- 
to him; aud that: he "might bleſs 
"rs in turning \us from our ini- 


quities- For which end he a 
\{\cended - into Heaven, and was 


exalted with God's right hand 
\Yo\tbe a Prince and; A Saviow, 


': far to: give” tance to Iſrael, 
and inns ffs: 1 his's 


the' intent eternal Prielt- 
hood,” that we ſhould: be en- 

to draw near to Goa 
mithia true heart, ju full aſſu- 


. rance of aith, heoing or hearts 
ſprinkle anevil conſcience, 


and our bodies waſhed with pure 
water, And for t e he 
» ſent the Holy Ghoſt'9w! mate 
the Gentiles obedient by wor 


end. deed, throgh wight fr 


and er of the 
Spire of Gad.\ 'this com- 
miſſion he: Ent" his - Apoſtles, 


that they Fotfy go to open 
their eyes, and to turn then 
from darkneſs to light, and frm 
the power of Satan unto G 
that 
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thar (ry. might receive forviveneſs of ſins, and 
We rome - them which Wiſe 67 
Chrif, And this they preach- 

ed-wich the- greateſt fervency!, and teſtified - 
i8\the Lord, tharrhey-who 1 

ves. in hiny4* iſponld't not. Ephefoges7.! 
eforth wath as other Gentiles CIS, © 
bu; 1nthe vanity of their minds; :.\ gerbes 
&c;.' for they pronounced: the: *. - 
wrath of God: would come upon » RoMic2. 7.1. 
the children of diſobeatence : but : ri 
to: them; who by patient Ccontiuwance 111: eld. 
deing, ſonght for glory, and honour, and immor- 
tality ; eternal life, Of this the Holy. Ghoſb 
was the Earneſt: the Advocate of Chriſt Jeſus 
here, as He 1s ours with the Father; the 
Witneſs of his Reſurrection and Glory ; the 
Proof and Demonſtration- of his Religion ; . 
the Comforter of all thoſe that live according _ 
to it, It bids them hope, that he who hath 
ſo advanced humane nature ( as was moſh ap- 
parent on this day) in wiſdom, power and 
charity ; cay and will change us into his 
glorious Image, and make us meet for the 
mheritance of the Saints in | 
Light. Ir bids us ask what we Fohs 16. 23; 
will in his Name, and it ſhall 
be given us : for he that hath Roms. 8. 32: - 
ſven us his Son, and ſent his 

ly Spirit; how ſhall he not 
then give us all things ? 


X 3 What 


Wo. © 2 © 104, What: ſhalbwe ask, © my 
Eph; 3.14; foul? I onely bow my kuees nn 
153; &c, to the Fatber of our Lord Jeſws 
Tonic Chriſt, of whom the whole fami. 
ly. in heaven and.aarth is named; that he would 
grant nt according. to.the riches of his glory, to 
; ſtrengthened with. might by his Spirit 1» the 
mner way; that Chriſt may dwell4n my bear: by 
faith; that I being rooted and gronnaed in love, 
may be able to eg with all Saints, what 
is the breadth, and length, and depth, and beight ; 
aud to now theleve of Chriſt which paſſerh buow. 
- ledge, that 1 may be filled with all the fwuine(s of 
God, Amen. | 
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© The Thankſgiving and Prayer” | 
| | afterward. __.... iy 


Lord, the . fulleſt and .moſt bountts 

I ' full good : who art, rich. 1n mercy 
to. all that ' call upon. thee ; never weary 
of our impartunities z nor, Weary of jms 
portuning us to- diſpoſe gur; ſelves .tg ye- 
ceive thy bleſſings, - hy pon. T1051 
is, the begianivg of righ- , Eccus4 3... 
tonſueſs ; and is guided by vit.. 
the greateſt Wiſdom, ang | 
the greateſt Love, - 4s is 

thy Majeſty, ſo isi thy mercy: Wiſd. 1%. 
and becauſe . tho art the Lord |... , 16, 
of all, 'is maker thee to be | +1; 
gracious unte all. Thou lyveſs | , 11.24. 
dl things that are, aud ab- 25, 26. 
borreſt nothing which thou 
haſk made ; for never wauldſt 'thou | have 
made axy thing, if thou badſs hated it, And 
bow could any thing have endured, if it had 


wot been thy will? or been preſerved, if "not 
called by thee ? But thou ſpares all for 
they are thine, O Lord, thou lover of Souls 
It is of thy meer Goodneſs 

that 1 4am. nat conſiemed; and. Lam. 3-22. 
X. 4. becauſe 
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becauſe thy compaſſions fail not, That I have 
ſo" much. liberty as to recount thy mer- 
cies, which keep me in life, and let it not 
be as wretched and miſerable, baſe and 
vile, fckly and uneafie, troubleſome and 
tedious, as it might" have been- according 
to my deſervings; is for ever to be re- 
membred with moſt humble thankful. 
_ neſs | I cannot forget, unleſs I caſt away 

al care and' conſideration of my ſelf, 


3 -*.. from how nity. dangers thou haſt deli. 


- ered me, -in what extremities thou haſt 
-ſuctoured and relieved me; and what 
friends, lovers and kind acquaintances 
_ thou haſt beſtowed on me. But the great 
eft of thy - mercies are thoſe, which thou 
haſt' expreſſed tous in the Lord Jeſus 
without which all the reſt might have 
made *6ur life in- the next world; to have 
proved- more ' miferable and intolerable 


to us, Thou haſt ſent him in the ten- 


dereſt afd moſt endearing manner in our 
own fleſh : with the moſt moving and 
ompaſſionate  entreaties'; and the ftron- 
geſt and moſt obliging arguments, to ſur- 
render our ſelves to thy obedience, to 
whom of right we belong. And he hath 

laid down his life: ( fo great 
£Pet. 3.18. was his love the juſt for the 
2k unjuſt, 
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win, /2that be -might "bring us t0' thee onr* 
| And thou haſt rewarded * his- obes 
cence” to the death, with a glorious Re- 
ſurretion 3; and” ſet him at thine oww 
right. hand ; and given him 
< promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, Atts' 2. 33." 
which he 'hath ſhed :abun- 105 © 
dantly on- his Apoſtle. #0 2 @ 1 
guide: them into. all truth: John 16.13. 
that 'they might © go and 
Teach all Nations, and Bap- Matt. 28.-. 
tize them into his Religi- 19;/20. 
en: and' teach. them to 'ob« 
ſerve all. things that be hath: commanded," I 
remember! with moſt :gratefull * acknoivs 
ledgments, the manifold: gifts:- which 
thon' beſtowedſt on thy Churctr to con- 
firm” the faith of Chriſt, and propagate - 
it: in the World, till it: came to-theſe 
regions where-I live. Bleſſed be thy Goods 
neſs; that I' was born of Chriſtian-Parents 7 : 
and without my knowledge , very: early; . 
by thy care, dedicated unto thee, Bleſs 
ſd be thy Goodneſs, that ever ſince I * 
have been thy care ; and: that thou haſt - 
brought me up to the knowledge: of: thy 
Holy Goſpel : wherein I -read "this fto- 
ry of thy marvellous love,” and- am in- 
ſtructed in my duty towards thee and ' 
X 5 towards. 
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” - towards: men,.:ang. encouraged by, 
- - Ing'» great and; precious promiſts;7 being 
putin;, hope: of immortal -life, -the.-pledges 
of -wiich'thon haſt ordered and appoint- 
ed thy Miniſters [to. provide for; -me,-and 
give uftd'me. , T have now-by thy: Good- 
neſs received them; [and taſted -that the 
Lord" is: gracious;' full of! compaſſion, 
and. of gredt , pity :: not.:defiringithe death 
of a ſinner, but.that he ſtiould return and 
live: - This raiſes thy: merey .to. the gres- 
»... teſt: height , thati thow haſt- done all this 
- for. thoſe who 'are-ſo. dull and iriſepſible, 
- cold" *and:icarelefs,;. inconftant- and; uncer. 
- talnq;:apt /rob'\fbon "tor forpet: theſ@rbene- 
fits. and” | great! obligations, which: thou 
hyeſt on them: But: thou haft done all 
this; and continueſt thy kindneſs tor make 
us better, Which is the: thing,” O Lord, 
that. I: moſt ſheartily deſire” and! labour 
- after-::and/fhall ever-account- it? rhe? great 
bleſſing, when F amr overcome” by 'thy mer- 
oifull kindneſs; and. ' am willing to part 
with':my felf and all my own; deſires, to 
'gain thee and! thy:loye; by (being led: and 
muledim:albirhings -according to: thy ' will. 
To '#hat 'F-unfeignedly  /again fixbmit my 
Rif5:and humbly vow all 'the powers of 
Soul and Body' to thy obedience. I jou 

thy 
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thy blefſed Goſpel, for the rule--and» dir 
reftion of my life; and thy Son Chriſt 
Jeſus, for my pattern and example ; and 
thy good Spirit for my guide and Gover- 
nour : in whoſe holy comforts I:rejoyee, 
wore than in any thing-in this woxld. For 
ever . magnified be thy love, that thou haſt 
exalted one mighty ta fave : and haſt ent 
him not avely with a pardon, but with: 
the power of the Haly Ghoſt, to renew, 
fanctifie and advance aur Nature , by- 
changing it into the likenef of thine own. 
I hope in thee, Q Lard, for the continy-- 
ed influences thereof, to => my Faith, 
and render it more and more effeCtual. 
in all the ations of a holy Life; That 
EF may have high and: adoring; thoughts - 
of thee, and humble thoughts of my elf: 


overlook the little things here "below, 
and labour: far thoſe” ahove; do. good 
with what 1 have, and lay up .treafures-: 


in Heaven : be contented with my por- 
tion, and ſober and diſerect in the uſe 
of it : live peaccably with all men; but 


not . be partaker in-their fins } and that 


it may alway | be -part of ; my amplay-- 
ment in this world: thus to worſhip thee, . 
and reflett upon thy GoodneG;- and the: 
reſt. may be to live according to my 
Prayers: 


Pſal..86. 9, 


John 4. 24: 


» Cor; 12. 
: I 3: 


rf $0001 
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Hbonid*of Peace, 
GSodly-love.” 

'God of 'Peace, 
\ .», "more" excellent 
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a nv and acknowledgments. Amen, and 


O that all Nations whom 
thou haſt made, would come 
and agar þ before thee, in 
Spirit and” in truth. O that 
they would glorifie thy name, 


for thou art great and doeſt 


wondrous things; thou art 
God alone, But let all Chri- 
ftians eſpecially, who by 
one ſpirit are all baptized 
into one Body, and have been 
all made to drink into one 
Spirit , glorifie the Name 
of their Lord ; by keeping 
the unity of_the Spirit in the 
and' agreeing together in 
And do thou, O Lord, the 
dire&t their hearts into the 
way: that though tongues, 


and: prophecies and miracles are ceaſed, 

_ et that+ humble, kind, meek and: long- 
ſiffering Charity may remain-and abound 
more'and+more; which will bring us to live 
in endleſs love and peace,. and joy together 
in-the Heavens, 


4 


The 


's 
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The Grace of the Lord Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, and the love of God, 2 Cor, 13. 
and the communion of the holy ult. 
Ghoſt, be with me, and with 
all my Friends and all thy Servants every 
where, Amen. 
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HUS, by the help of God, I have 
brought this Treatiſe to a Concluſ.- 
on: which I hope will not be unwelcome 
to thoſe that love our Lord 
Eph. 6. ult. Teſws Chrift in ſincerity. And 
I moſt humbly beſeech the 
Divine Majeſty graciouſly to accept my 
weak endeavours therein to ſerve this 
Church, and ſtir up every Member of it 
with hearty love, to offer up themſelves to 
him in- its - Paublick Service. Which fo 
gravely and pathetically exprefles the ſence 
of pious hearts at the holy Communion; 
that theſe private Prayers which I have 
compoſed to wait upon it, can onely ſerve 
to excite thoſe who will make uſe of them, 
to joyn with more fervour in the Common 
Devotions : and to continue thoſe holy dif 
fitions, which they declare to be in their 
earts, if they fincerely unite them with 
thefe words, * And- here we 
*In the Pray- offer and preſent unto thee, 0 
er after the Lord, our ſelves, our fouls, and 
Communion. bodies, to be a reaſonable, holy 
and lively Sacrifice unto thee, 


W hich 


—_ ©0 ws 
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Which that we may ever be ; we can- 
got, in a few words, better implore the 
Divine afliſtance, than in thoſe of that in- 
> | comparable Prayer at the end of our Com- 
munion-Service, 


| Revent us, O Lord, in all our doings 
with thy moſt gracious favour ; and fur- 
ther us with thy continual help, that in all 
our works begun, continued, and ended in 
thee, we may glorifie thy holy Name, and 
finally by thy mercy obtain everlaſting life, 
through Jeſus Chriſt onr Lord, Amen, 


LHE EN D: 


ADDE 


—— 
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ADDITIONAL 


PRAYERS. 


By the ſame Author. 


Poſtſcript. 
' JAving recommended & as 
B 2 profitable exercile, to: 
meditate: daily, the reſt of the 
Month after the Communion, 
upon ſame one thing that: was: 
- | eminent: in.our Lord atioriabout; 
us paſſion: Lhave finceithought: 
t would be uſcfull ro compoſe 
lome Prayers ' ſuitable to thoſe 
particular ſubjects which 1-have 
mentianed inthe foregoing Dil- 
courle. 


Accor- 


| 476 Poſtfenipt; 


Accordingly I have here ad. 
ded Twelve, one for every Month, 
which the devout Reader ( » S: 
pleaſes ro make ule of theſe helps) 
may either conclude; Or excite 
his Meditation withall, as he finds 
it ' moſt convenient. 'Onely let 
me defire him to: ponder them, 
and ſpeak them with delibermi- 
on :* not pu. ay faſt, but pau- 
btg awhile, e pecially where he 
i8: moſt affected... [Thar he*may 
it! tire 'jimaprint'on ' his thearc/ the 
lively image of our Saviour's 
Humility, Charity, Meekneſs, Pati- 
ence; ahd all other Vereues, which 
his Ueſires- are! here: directed 't0 
purſue 
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44... 4A Prayer, for Humility, 

Fall down before thee, O Lord, the 
4 King of, the .Warld; adoring and 
aorſhipping with fear and reverence. thy 
incotnprehenſible\, Majeſty. -As.I am, thy 
Creature,.'I- ought in-.all humility, to. ap- 
,proach, thee: and -to-;acknowledgs,;. with 
.a;-deep ſence 'of my;-poyerty,., that,1 [aye 


\pothing but. what I have received from 


thee. If I were in: innocence and: perfett 
ſoundneſs, as, thou madeſt, us at the firſt ; 
the lowlieſt -proſtrations of, mind and.,bo- 
dy 'would become me. But when, E-con- 
fider that: am an offender again Ny 
Sovereign Authority, I can . find no , po- 
ſture vile enough, wherein to preſent my 
ſelf unto thee. O the miſchief that we 
have done our ſelves by turning our backs 


-upon thee! which makes --us...now. , not 


know-/-how to behave our. ſelves. before 
thee. oP 1 


Load 


I admire, praiſe "and extoll thy: infinite 


condeſcenſion to us in -Chriſt. Jeſus, by 


whom 


| 4 hah haſt invited: pay beſeeched ys 

-*to return .to' thee g-and declared 'thy (elf 

x well ſatisfied, if our hearty ſorrow for 
-, what is ut. accompanied with an 

u | unfeiandd: 8 NT GO dutifult behaviour 

qothee for the time to come. = 

"4 = And that: cle knod ken Aire re-of 

iy ) Lord; to live/in ſuch a live- 

& on thy 

think X6 : eh- 

"6y. 2 which"it 

"hath- ot” SE afd "of the weak 

"AR Fs body the nartowneR of 

"my mind; that F may never be puffed up 

- with K yain / opitiion 'of \tmy- ſelf,” nor of- 

*Fer”t up! ny vill 'ab6ve thine, hdr 

tefirtie't6 #buſe aiy of ' ts g0bd"things 
thot" #lowelt- "me", ' nor deſpiſe" 'my 'Bre- 
"thren',* tor * "refuſe - any employment 'to 
'which thy Providence aligns me, much 
*IefS' to forget to render to thee /perpete- 
1% moſt thatfkFull 6 vp rhe arid 
arty Fetite We Weitioſt dry power, 

'&5 Tar” hothinig/ withotie" thee,” fo 

T may be nothing in mine own -eyes ; 
and .. daily endeavour in the condition 
-whetein'I am of ſhall heteafter be, to em- 


"ploy all {the talents thou-haſt- lent nc a 
thy 


a, oo a 5 LL. E Þ « 


thou beſtoweſt on tre 'to/'the di 


kzowiedging-when' I have/dune all 4 ivan, 
thaf I am but an unprofitable ſervant;/and 
have done no more than was: my! duty't> 
doe. Preſerve in my mind, for that end, 
conſtant ':and dear rechembrance 'of ſthe 
Lord Jeſus; that 'T may delight! to" treall 
jn the' fteþs'/0f | his hwmility': and Rudy 
to be endued abundantly with the very 
fame Spirit | that "was: in him.- 7 Settle-ih 
my heart a-ferious afid; ſtrong ſence !tof 


the | glory: ro which Jefts i9 atlvaticed, "by 


humbling himſelf even-'unto'the''death': 
that T may never ſeek great things! tb 
my ſelf in this life, nor be ambitious of 
praiſe of men, - nor uſe any of: the' pifts 


ragement of my Neighbour, or the tr0u- 
ble of Chriſtian Society : But with» true 
modeſty and lowlineſs of mind I may 


ever ſeek the profit and peace of all. 


Being refpeCtfull and obedient to my. Su- 
periours ; courteous among . my . equals ; 
condeſcending to men of low eſtate ; and 
giving all the praiſe back again to thee : 
who art able to promote thy Worſhip- 
pers and obedient Servants to a Crown 
of Life and immortal Happine. I rely 


on thy gracious Promiſe, that He- who 
_ bumbleth 


thy glory -and..honout;, -not my oWnitad. 


Wy. " Li A Prayer. for Humility, 
7 bunbletho binſelf ſpall_be:exalted: and hope, 
> 15 whatever my/portion” is here» below, that 
 V. thou wilt.count me worthy of that World 
4 and: of the reſurreCtion/of' the Dead. 


Te I O gin cos wy I am 
to per or attain fuch great:things with- 
ont thy aid, | for-which: humbly look up 
unto Heaven, diſtruſting my ſelf, and con- 
fiding wholly in the power: of the Lord 
Jeſus; whois: preſent, I believe; -by hi; 
wo ;Spirit: to. all thoſe:;whor place- their 

_  Srength: and- ſufficiency in. his Almighty 

Gr - 55 oor 1m 


(0 [The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be 
Eagith:me nowand always. afmen. 


ms 97 


% 4 47 we. 1 
7 . ' / 3 , | [1 ayt* 
l n " 


. og , 
4 * 7 
= 3; - : 
234 S 


flb'r 


5 4k 04 29 A Prayer 


A «i +4 i Re. Apa oc-= HD 0 re, yu, = ft 7 


( 481 ) 


I I. 


A Prayer for Charity. 


Adore, O moſt High and Holy One 

who 1inhabiteſt Eternity, thine infi- 
vtite Wiſdom, Power, Goodneſs , and 
all the reſt of thy glorious Perfections. 
The Heaven of Heavens cannot contain 
thee,” much-leſs canſt thon be compre- 
hended by the moſt enlarged thoughts of 
our ſhallow minds : and yet thy Great- 
neſs and Majeſty doth not deſpiſe us thy 


poor Creatures z but gives us kavg and. _.., 
encourages us to come into thy preſeicyp Hh 2 


yea, forcibly draws us many tines” 

wards thee, and makes ns attend to thy 
kindneſs in thoſe ineſtimable bleſſings thou 
deliznelt for us. O how much are we 
indebted to thee for this extraordinary 
Grace and Favour, which' comforts my 
heart when I am aſtoniſhed at thy Great- 
neſs; and emboldens me-notwithſtand- 
ing, becauſe thon art 'great ih Goc d- 
neſs and Mercy. | rejoyce to think'vf 
the greatneſs of ' thy Power to protect 
and afſiſt me; the.grearneſs-of thy Bonh- 
| Y Ly 


482 A Prayer for Charity. 


ty to ſupply andrelieve me ; the great- 
. neſs of thy Wiſdom to guide and go- 
vern me ; andthe greatneſs of thy father- 
ly compaſlions-to bear with my weakneſ- 
ſes, pardon my 'follies, pity.my miſeries, 
and reward my ſmall ſervices and ſuffe. 
rings for thy ſake. O how amiable is 
this fight, which thou haſt now given 
. me of thy Majeſty? and there are vil. 

"Vle.tokens of thy great love to -us conti- 
nually before mine eyes, which are in- 
numerable: eſpecially thoſe in. . Chriſt 
Jelns, the Son. of thy love. 1 ought to 
love thee -. with the greateſt paſſion. [ 
cannot but ſay , and heartily deſire; 0 
that 1 could love thee according to thine 
excellent. Goodneſs ! O that 1 could love 
thee. according as thou haſt loved us! 
But alas! 1 am ſo far from this beight 
of devont affection to. thee , that I am |; 
Jametime ready to figh in much dejeQi- | , 
on of ſpirit, and ſay; O that I did but F 
Jove thee ſo well as my ſelf!:ſo wellas |, 
I do other-things! though thou juſtly ex- , 
pecteſt 1 ſhould love even my Neighbour | ; 
as wy ſelf; from whom 1 never received | 
fuck benehts, as I do from thee conti- | ,, 
nually. 1 am aſhamed of my ſelf; and þ 
bluſh to caſt mine eyes towards ths lk 

| | a0 
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4 Prayer for Charty. 483 
Thy great Goodneſs only gives me hopcy 
ef area of it daily, 1, ſhall love 
wi with all my heart , .and ſoul, and 
rength;, and. my Neighbour as\my: ſelf; 
| feel; my Squl gonched with ardont.de- 
lire co be. more; like: thee in doing ignod. 
and therefore, moſt humbly beſeech: thee 
to preſent thy ſelf continually before me, 
and to preſerve in.my mind 8 lively ſanſe-.of 
thy. great charizy in-Chriſt Jeſus : where- 
by. L-may .. be powerfully: 
moved to put-.on bowels of +. ith. 6.18. 
mercy, v0 be render-hearted, ba. Sov 
nb 2u good works, ready ' to diſtribute, and 
willing to communicate , according to the 
ability which thou haſt givea' me,+:T de» 
fire no greater treaſure than abundance 
of this charity ; which bea- | 
rb all things, believerh all 1 Cor. 13.7% 
things, hopeth all things, en- 
dyeth all things; diypoling | 
me always to follow after Rom, 14419. 
the things which mag for 
peace , and things wherewith I - may edifie 
ahers, Inſpire me more and more with 
this excellent Spirit , which never fail- 
«þ: but after ir hath made me happy 
here, will lead me to a ſtate of perfect 
love and friendſhip in the other world, 


Y 2 together 


Y ty «L 


1 "Y - LÞrgery for ; nl 
| ' together with Chriſt :Jeſus. 
Eph. 1 i 3 it ; Bleſſed be God; gory hath 
choſen us in him," that we 
ſhould be -holy and without blame' before him 
wort!" Go-bn, good Lord; to' finiſh 
.- what'is begun'z and tonch my-heart With 
| fach a delightful ſenſe 'of thy 'Grace to 
me, - that my love may A- 
Phil. 1.9, Hound yet more' and more in 
*"#Oz/113 pra th _ j[ all ju. 
ment ;* 
things that ate excellent ; apnh For 
ere and without offence till the F-L02 : 
being filled with the friits of righteouſneſs 
- which are by Feſus Chriſt, unto thy praiſe 
and ome 
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CN Eternal God, who haſt all:perfeci- 
ons neceſſarily 1n thy ſeif,and canlt: 
not. but be what thou art. . We are all 
r things, thai wholly depend on thee 3; 
cd no higher perfection than... ta 
know .and. acknowledge thee to . be, the 
Author of all good 3. to praiſe thee,z ta- 
bleſs thee, and humbly devote our ſelves 
to thy obedience. I ſee thy Greatneſs. 
and Majeſty in all thy works of wonder - 
[_ acknowledge the Wiſdom: of thy Gow 
yernment 5. the Holineſs. and: Goodneſs 
of-all thy Laws , the Riches of thy Grace 
I. thy. precious Promiſes ; thy Faith- 
falneſs and Truth in the performance of. 
them ; end thy unwearied long. ſuffering; 
Kindneſs. in all thy intreaties and be. 
ſeechings that we wauld .be thine; and 
do that which we ought. to be farward of 
our ſelves to do... I can never ſpeak good 
enough of thy Name, which 1s. exalted. 
far above all praiſe. But the more I ſpeak; 
of thee, the worſe I make my ſelf; who» 
$ Y-3: have: 


486 4 Prayer fir-Meckneſs. 

| have ſo little admired, eſteemed, loved 

* and imitated thee 3; who alone art wor. 
thy of all the honour, glory and ſervice, 
that I and all Creatures can render to 
thee. O how marvellous is thy loving- 
kindneſs, which bears with ſuch ſenſleſs 
wi&onprateful Creatures as we are / But 
thy kindneſs is more' than- marveltous 
Raving ſent thy Son ro ſeek and to fave 
us When we-were loſt; and with much 
clemency and long ſaffering to attend vp- 
on us, and wait to be gracious to us, even 
When we are 'rezardleſs of ſo great love. 
T 'had not been now alive, much leſs in 
the poſſeſſion of ſuch innutnerable good 
things as both Soul and Body are. bleſſed 
Non baſed by my folly, and ll on 

on Payee by my touy, mane C 

tinued to ſpare me, and not to deal with 
me in thine anger and heavy difpleafure. 
I moſt heartily thank thee, O Father of 
Mercies, for this thy ſingular indulgence ; 
And offer up my ſelf to 'be_ conformed 
utto thee in goodneſs, patience, and 
tong-ſuffering towards orhers. Hold be- 
fore mine. eyes continually the meekneſs 
and gentleneſs of Chrift Jeſus my Lord ; 
that admiring the calm and quiet ape: 
Grion of his Spirir, 1 may learn of him 
Har: to 


n 
q 
q 
| 


eat hd. A 


4 Prayer for Meekneſs. 487 
to ſem all meckneſs wnb' ab Tit. 3.2, 


© For which. endT deſire to: encreaſe and 
grow continually in the Humility, and 
Charity, of which he hath alfo given us 
ſo rare an example. That remembring 
the weakneſs of my own nature, and thy 
moſt tender forbearing mercy towards 
me, I may be the more diſpoſed to bear 
with the infirmities of my 

Neighbours; and zo: be 1 Cor. 13.5. 
eaſily provoked , nor behave 


my ſelf unſeemly: But out James 3. 13+ 
of a good converſation ſhew 
forth my works with meekneſs of Wiſdom. 
And fiance 1 am expoſed to ſuch a world 
of temptations, excite me, O- Lord, to 
the greater watchfulneſs over my Spirit : 
that whatſoever ſudden paſſion may ariſe 
there, it may never proceed to rage and 
fury, much leſs to brawling and reviling, 
But defend me through an awful ſenſe 
of thy gracious preſence with me, from 
pry thy holy Spirit, 
y any bitterneſs or wrath, Epheſ, 4.31. 
or anger, or Clamonr, or evil 
ſpeaking, and malice, And fill me ſ& with 
all the fruits of the Spirit, with loue, joy, 
| Y 4. peace, 


b 0 4 
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Place, long- ſuffering, gentleneſs eſc,tems 
perance ard faith, Chat 1 way be an onour 


to my Religion ; and find reſt to my ſoul 
at preſent,and at laſt enter into the eternal 
reſt znd refreſhment prepared for thy peo- 
ple, through Chriſt ſef 


us, Amen. 
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Father. of Mercies, and God 5& = 
| Comforts;.who to all thy other 
hoſes. wherewith thou- continually 1: 
vs, haſt beſtowed upon us the Goſpel 4 
by Grace : that, we through 
y boy 5 and comfort of the Rom, 1 $+ 42: 
ly Scriptures. 0h bave 
Nos: AE of the humble and thank-- 
ful. acknowledgments which" I make"to- 
thy divine Goodneſs, for. this riches ha 


mercy in. Chrift Jeſus: "who was pl: 

for our ſake to humble himſelf le 
even the death C0 Croſs; and a 
great patience to luſter the ran ry 
and agonies, . with many reproacti pa 
re ges of Ghners”" Rind when he: 


oppreſſed, and” afflited, and blaſphe-- 

med,. yet lilently endured: 
being brought 4s 4, Land. Ifa. 53+ 7-- 

to the ſlaughter, and as 4 

Sheep gets 'N JE is dumb, [0 gt 

baygat gat, 199% | - praife and 'maghihie: 

ob his wonderful Jove: 

Y: 5: too 


rem» - 
490" A Prayer for Patience. 
to us, and his perfeCt ſubjetion to thee 

ing _—_ in -my heart ſuch 
an ardent love to his bleſſed Memory, 
and ſach an high admiration of his glo- 
xious example : that I may be inſpired 
Shereby with Chriſtian reſolution to fel- 
Tow ipalt the parhs of tiawble, | 


CAT WESS 
C46 IN y che m 

oh ore ot ol all bKee of 

W or Conſcience 

'2'Pet. 2. 19. bai lhe het Goa, to en- 

Hed. 22 fy: gi, Fa hes Fri 

1,2, and to v 
= = - ence hae rc that lays 
4 ng 
> 07 fe rages pri for te 

hat, mas ſer before him, 2 hos rhe £4 

iſo F ame, and i: fer down at the 

mand of the Throne of Goa. Preſerve 

., - in me ſycha reverence to- 

Vers 5 9> . ' wards thee, the Farber of 

. "Spirits, that I may neither 

deſpiſe nor faint under thy correftions : But 

. though thou bringeft me into great and 

- fore is ray ad: be 

o 2 jont0t Foe 

$ ts 4 #hat immartad. 


” And not. only fo, 
4 


| Cc," and .aMſo in wibula+ions 
Broff's" ſakg,  Enowing that reiduletive 
wokeHl perience 5 and patience experiences, 
and experience. hope ; and boje makgth nor 
aſhamed. | 


> & _ And whatſoever the croſs be, , which, 
 lirs in my way to Heaven, O that F-itiay 
never turn aſzde, in the Feaſt, from thee . 
to avoid it; but take it up willingfy, -and 
bear it as torg as thou pleaſe ;- withont - 
murmuring or repining, and with ſome . 
courage and chearfulneR'of ſpirit. And 
as for the common” miſeries of this. life, 
endue_ my Spirit with: fach principles of 
wiſdom, help me to preſerve it in; 
fach innocence, clearneſs, and integrity, 
that it cnay be able to foſtain my infirmi-. 
ty ; and whatſoever ſickneſſes, or pains, , 
or other bodily calamities befat lou [ 
may receivethern, and bear them with an, 
equal and conſtant mind : 
knowing that as we.receive. Job 2, 10. 
good from thy hand, we 
ought in reaſon 70 recerve 
evil 3) and in every thing 10 1 Thelſle $, 
give thanks, mhich is thy. 18. 
will concerning uz in Chriſt 


Jeſus, 


» 


Q, bleſſ ed 1 


492 .Ar Prayer for Patience. 
-...Q Bleſſed Lord, lead me. whither thou 
pleaſeſt, 1-will follow thee without com. 
Plaint. I ſubmit. to thy orders; I reverence 
Wy. Wiſdom; 1-truſt my elf with thy 
Goodneſs; I depend upon thy Almighty 
Power; I rely on thy Promiſes ; beſeeching 
folds - thee to ſupport me, till 2a 
Jamey 1. 4, /  rience | having its  perfett 
© ITP QI. workjug in me; I may per- 
fet, and imtire, wanting nothing. 1 know 
the time. is but ſhort, and that thou haſt 
Prepared long joys torecompence our mo« 
Mentany ſorrows ; help me therefore al- 
'  - way$t0 poſſeſs my ſoul jx pa- 
Luke. 21,19. - tience; at preſent _( giving 
$ thanks for the kope. we have 


Heb. 6.19, as an anchor of the ſoul both 
43001 ſure and ſftedfaft ) that ſol 
(bY 1 -may. at laſt,after 1 have done 
7.1 3G | - thy will, O God, inherit the 
2, 7 11, promiſe, Amen, Amen, 
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V. IITLSIIOE 


For Love to this Holy Communion. 


Bleſſed Lord, who to all other as 

4 of Grace and Mercy, which ſur- 
paſs all our thoughts; haſt been pleaſed 
to add this great kindneſs of ipſtituting 
and ordaining Holy Myſteries, as pledges 
of thy love, and for a continual remem- 
brance of thy death and paſſion, till thy. 
porion appearing : I praiſe and magut-. 
thy. wondrous Goodneſs ; I acknow- 
ledge the Wiſdom of thy love ; I thank 
thee for thy moſt tender care of our ſal- 
vation, and rejoyce in the Power and Ma- 
jeſty which thou haſt at the_right hand 
of the Father, as the reward of thy hum- 
ble obedience unto the death. I reſolye, 
O Lord of Life and Glory, to- follow 
thee in that obedience z, and here ſub- 
mit my ſelf again moſt willingly. to all 
thy holy Commands : be ing. thee 
to. inſpire me with ſuch a lave to eyery 


one of them , that I may cleave unto 


them as my Life. and op, And 
ſince I have felt iſa often the power -_ 
| | Y, 


494 For love to thithaly Commun; 


haſt appointed, uniting my heart unto 
thee, -exciting my obedience, and filing 


that T may m2 ſtrongly Tnclived to do 

this for ever in honour of thee, and thank. 
fot rementbrance of thy exceeding great 
charity in down life for ns. 
baft Te are my 


&, 
Jotw x5. 14- fries porn? oth he 


faith unto ther, Whatſoorer thou -com- 
Ik do. _ Only diſpoſe 
'to do thy 
to com- 


n of a poder heart. 1 
to remember ſuch a Friend 


"tt doll, and reſtleſs affeQti. 
ey ge moſt earneſtly deſire 
Anais thy loving kind- 
to me, that 1 may feel my 
to fuch hearty acknow- 
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my foul and body, with 
off ardent tove to thy fervice. May. 
thee to poſſeſs my mind with 
1 a conſtant. ſenſe of my deep obliga- 
co. thee ;_ that. 1 may > aladly _—_— 


Hit 


4-0 


thaees 


thy Love at that holy Feaſt which thou: 


with hope aud heavenly joy. in thee; 


' what ſorver | 


it, ___ make me offer 
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on Be, 
* **4 Prayer. for Faith in God: 


Eternal God 3 the Sovereign of the 
CF World ;. the perfection of. Beauty, 
the ful}-and ſatisfying Good,.'the joy of 
all zhoſe that know thee and-have hope 
i theez: who. art always: the fame, and 
cant 'be nothing but: what thou art, the 
infinitely wiſe, juſt and-gracious : I caſt 
down my ſclf before thee-.in. an humble 
ſenſe,- that I am -beyond all. expreſſion 
beholden to thee; ; 1 received my very be- 
ing-from thee, with all the comforts be- 
longing to it z and thou haſt maintained 
and protected me in the enjoyment of 


them many years, even when.1 little | 


thought of thy infinite bounty. Thou: 
haſt born with my- follies with great. pa- 
tience ; and not only expeCted, but in- 
vited and beſeeched my return to the 
obedience I owe thee. O how marvel- 
lous 1s'thy love in Chriſt Jeſus, whom: 
thou haſt ſens on this meſſage to wretch- 
ed ſinners ? How many tokens and pled- 
ges have I received of thy Grace ? __ 

| Was. 


" A Prayer for Faithin God. 497 

#hat treaſures of joy do 1 find laid up if 
thy great and precious promiſes; _ I can 
do no leſs than make an oblation of my 
Felf, with an heart full of love and thank- 
fulneſs to thee for the benefits thou, haſt 
already beſtowed on me, and poſlefled 
with an entire truſt and confidence. in 
thee, for what thou ſhalt ſee good for 
me hereafter. I doubt not, O Lord, of 
thy mercifol care and providence over 
'me, of whoſe tender love 1 have had fo 
great and long experience. 'I depend 
upon thy Word on which thou haſt cay- 
kd me to hope 3 that thou | 
wilt zever leave me nor for- Heb. 13. 5. 


ſake ze, but all things 

_ together for p38 go Rom. 8. 28. 
thoſe that love thee. I ſtay +5 
my ſelf upon thy Almighty Power, with- 
'-out which nothing can come to paſs 3 and 
commit my ſelf to thy unerring Wiſdom, 
which diſpoſes all things with the moſt 
excellent reaſon; and by the crofleſt 
ways can condu@ me to happineſs. .. I 
put my ſelf wholly into thy hands; with 
an humble faith in thy infinite mercies, 
truſting thee both with ſoul and body 
for ever. 1 wait on thee for thy gracious 
aſſiſtance to enable me faithfully to di- 
w charge 


498 4 Prayer for Faith in God. 
charge my duty in” every contirion of 
life ; that ſo when I teave the world, 1 
mzy be able to commend = Spirit into 
thy hands, .as my Saviour did, - hoping 
for a bleſſed reſurreQtion of my Body 
and that my ſoul ſhalt enter inro reſt and 
peace, and at laft receive a Crown of life, 
O'that I may feel the power of this faith 
kwecerly compofing and quieting my fpirit 

in afl events; that I may 

Plal. 112. 7. never be afraid of evil 11- 
A dings 7; but my heart may be 
fixed, truſting in thee, O Lord, Diſpel all in- 
ordinate cares and foticitude of mind for 
the things of this life : and ſettle in me ſuch 
'__ ., @ firm perſwaſion that hou 

Pak. 84. rt. art a Sm and a Shield, and 
| . Wile give grace and glory, 
an# with-held no good thing 

from them that ne br- 

35- 13. ty, that my ſoul may avil 

_., aFeaſe and | may never be 
diſtrafted nor con ufed in my thoughts: 
tus 90 thy duty towards thee, with even- 
nefs, ad conſtancy, and chearfulneſs of 
heart, Preſerve me, O Lord, that I may. 
never uf ix robbery, or any unjuR and 
| unlawful courſes; nor if 
Pf. 62. 16, fiches encreaſe, over ſet my 


heart 


” APrayer forFaith/in God. 499 
heart wpon ther. Bear me up by thy A 
mighty love; that in the worſt of times, 


1may reſt in thee, and wait 
peiently for thee, and never 


Wa Jef. in ao wiſe 10, 


do evil. Thou haſt been 

belp , therefore I will till 
make thee my refuge, and 
in the ſhadow of thy wings 
mill F rejoyce, My fort wart- 
eh for the Lord; he is 

help and my ſhield. My heart 
ſhalt rejoyce jm him: becauſe 
1 have irafted in his holy 
Name. Let thy mercy, O 
Lord,. be upon me according 
as T hope in thee. And k 

me in perfeft peace ,- whoſe 
mind 1s ed bs thee : be. 
tanſe 1 have truſted in thee. 
Amen. | 
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A age for Refignation #0 GOD'; 
Will, and perfeet Contentment 
of Mind. | WEN 


Lord, the Almighty Creator of the | 


World, the moſt wiſe Governour 
of all things which thou haft made, and 
ovr moſt. gracious, and loving Father in 
the. Lord Jeſus 3 by whom thou baſt aban- 
dantly declared thy good-will to ſinners, 
being deſirous: not only to receive. them 
again into thy favour, but to beſtow grea- 
ter bleſſings on them than they could baye 
challenged-from thee, if they had remain- 
ed in innocence, and.never offended thee. 
Thou deſigneſt..us to no.leſs happineſs 
than eternal life; ard haſt laid the ſtron- 
geſt obligations on us to mind our own 
welfare, having made our happineſs ſo 
fure, that if we love our ſelves, and will 
attend at all to our own good and 1a- 
tisfa@ion, we cannot be miſerable. I ac- 


- . Knowledge, O Lord, with all thankful- 


neſs this thy tender mercy, in ordering 


all things ſo by thy Son Jeſus, that we 
can- 


_ 
£ LE 
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©. Prayer ifor Contentment, 6X 
eannor” without” the *greiteſt negligence 
ind"igconfigeration, and withonr a mani- 
felt- force and contradiQtion to our own 
oaderſtanding; -ruine and undo! our im- 
mortal Souls, i How much do towe thee 
that thon-haſt been' pleaſed 'to call -me to 
the ktowledge of thy 'Grace';' that thou 
haſt invited me by ſuch precious Promi- 
© 'F ſes; drawn me ſo often and ſo powerful- 
T | ty by the motions of thy holy Spirit 3 
q and\marvelloufly  diſpefed and provoked 
| me by —_ yy providenees, only to 
* | tomy ſelf good, and ſeek my- own eter- 
! | malfelicity. I fee, O Lord, the ſtranze- 
| | nefand vnuſualneſs of thy Love z and'am 
" | aſhamed of my own backwardneſs and 
untowardneſs of Spirit; that after-all this 
thave ſo little mind co be happy, andam 
no more ſerious about that which io ini- 
finitely concerns me, and by thy Grace 
is made ſo eaſfie to me. Be ſtill ſo graci- 
ous, I moſt humbly beſeech: thee; 'as 'ta 
crouch my heart with ſuch a lively'ſenſe 
of thy wonderful Goodneſs,:as 'may per- 
fetly ſubdue me to thy. love'and'obedi- 
ence 3 and make me abſolutely ſurrender 
both ſoul and body to thee, of whoſe. 
care and kindneſs I am ſo abundantly alſa- 
red, O that Imay know — 
4 wnar 
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wait for, thy ſalvation i in Chriſt Jens to 
have thy, haly Spirit for. my / Gntide; and 
Coraforter 3 £0 be ſecure of thyi\goad: Pro- 
vidence bere, and'to live in hope of im: 

mortal glory © hereafter: 


Epheſ. 3.18, Serengthen me 'mith might 
| AS by thy Spirit in the inner 
; © Man, that I mity'berable ro 


prebend what i breadeh, and length, 


and height, and to know' the love 

of Chriſt which paſſerh knowled2e, till 1 be 
filled wich all the fulneſ; of ther? my God. 
That being full of Divine Wiſdam: and 
Knowledge, full of Faith, and Love, 
and:Hope, and all the fruits of Righte- 
onſneſs; there may be :no-roam -for avy 
TIER 10.my heart: but with 
- mind and religned will,” 1 may 
hreugh.al -the changes and chavces 
Cabin nr life. | 1 have frequently 
offer 07; rub inane grate "EE 
and-here again 1 renewthe ſurrender, . de- 
up fonl and: body. intirely to-do 


ern 3h 


r thy holy will and pkaſure. -O 
ven wy mind duch an highefteem 
of E: infinite Wiſdom and Goddneſs; 
that 
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and all I have into thy hands, to be diſpo- 
kd of as thon jndgeft moſt meet and con-- 


'yenient. And whatſoever thou art pleaſed 


to order for my portion, Lord, kelp me 
to be perfeCtly:contented and well pleaſed 
with it, believing it to be the reſult of 
thine iafinite underfanding, and of chy 
fatherly care aud tender mercy ; and Inok- 
iog at thoſe unſeen. enjoyments,, .t@ which 
thou Knowell WENT NE) PTR OA 

& 1pamy 


du aund-lead pg 0p ng Q- 
journing here iy this world. - Lift pp my 
thoughts ſill kigher aud higher cowards 
that holy Place, where the Lord Jeſus is 
inthroned. Fix my mind Rediaſtly anthat 
bliſs, which he is gone to prepare for ms ; 
that I may feel it drawing imy hears after 
bim to follow his great example; andnat 
oply ſatisfying me in all conditions af 
life ;, but filling me with goy inebelieving, 
with joy upſpeakable and full of glory. 
Unto thee, O Lord Jeſus, + rammend-rmy 
ſelf. 1 rrult thee with my heakhgmyreftate, 
wy. friends, and all I have. Alot; whag 
thou pleaſelſt for us. Let44 be unto us ac- 
cording to thy will. Net our will,but thy 
will be done. Amen. 
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> A Prayer for Contentment. 50Z was I 
* that I may ever cbearfully commit my ſelf 


4 Prayer for abſolute Obedi- 
/. -. - . » ence” 70 God. 


Moſt bleſſed God, the Fountain 

vk# of all being and happineſs; who 
canſt as well not be, as not be the moſt 
excellent. The higheſt of our'thoughts 
and conceptions fall infinitely below the 
tneſs of thy perfeCtions :/ But that 
little which we know of thee is the grea- 
teſt ſatisfaftion of our mind and under. 
ſtanding ;z and when we chaſe thee, our 
wills are ſatisfied z and we cannot will any 
thing ele but always to make this choice, 
to be governed by thy counſel, to be ru- 
led by thy will, and to commir our ſelve; 
to -thy omnipotent. Goodneſs. When 
we-fear thee and love thee , -and truſt 
our ſelves with thee, and intirely depend 
upon 'thee,' and rejoyce in thy mercies ; 
-all--our affeftions are- contented, and 
there is no trouble or diſquiet in our 
heart. All that we are is happy in thee; 
our bodies are better as well as our ſpi- 
rits, when we chearfully obey thee. Yea, 
Fane, the 


A” Prayer for Obedience. Fog 
the croſſes and  afflictions' of this life turn. 
$0 our profit, by the union of our Wills 
with-thine ; and our ſtedfaſt adherence 
to thee.” There is nothing that we can 
wiſh for more, than that-we may always 
cominue as our bleſſed Lord'and Mafter 
did; inaconſtant tove and abſoſnte obe- 
dience to thee in all things. For thy Will 


ing guided by the greateſt reaſon and 
et ; and the whole world declares 
it tobe fo ready to'do good, that 
we cannot ſaſpeft the goodneſs of a- 
wy of thy commands. We muſt needs 
confeſs whatſoever - befals us, that thy 
&rvice is perfeCt freedom z and the la- 
bouts of Religion are the greateſt plea- 
Fares; and our denial of our ſelves for 
thy ſake is our gain and advantage 3 and 
; | 'bur doing good to others, is doing our 
n | ſelves good 3 and our abſolute refignati- 
+. | on to thee, is the eaſe, the. peace, and 
4 | the reſt of our Spirits. Ihope, O Lord, 
that having (o much reaſon to cleave un- 
4 | to thee, '1:thall 'never be ſo miſerable as 
'r | to forſake thee : but that my own ſenſe 
, | and feeling, my frequent profeſſions and 
proteſtations, my > yows and reſoln- 


s the perfect rule of righteonſneſs, be- . 


tions, . 


596 APriyetfor.Obedience. - 
tions, all the experience have-had of thy 
Goodneſs, and the many repeated :tokens 
and pledges of thy grace and favour, will 
for- ever. tie me to thee, and make me 
wholly thine, Pour down upon; mea more 
abundant portion of thy holy Spirit, that 
may make'my thoughts more fixed upon 
;heavenly things, my intentions more ſin- 
gle and pure, my. deſires: fewer and more 
reaſonable, my hopes more ſpiritual and 
divine, the reſt of : my paſſions- more ſub. 
je& and uſeful to-me, and;my whole con- 
verſation here in this world more ſober, 
righteous and godly ; ſachas becomes one 
who hath ſuch excellent precepts, ſuch 
precious promiſes, ſuch noble hopes, and 
leeks, by patient - continuance 1n- well. 
doing, tor.. Glory, Honour and: Immor- 
tality. Endue *me with-ſuch-Honeſty 
and Uprightneſs of Heart, and with ſuch 
Reſolution and Conftancy of Spirit; 
that no temptation I meet -withal in 
this Life, may prevail with me to {art 
'alide from thy holy - Commands. For 
.which.end. poſſeſs me with a lively ſenſc 
.of better. things z/ that: I may. not. judge 
it nece{lary..to my - Happineſs to be rich, 
or great , or honourable , - or enjoy - 
Tae 
(© 
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T A Prayer For Obedience, 50F 
the pleaſures and' delights” of the fleſh: 
+buc i may feel- my- ſelf fo happy in the 
&nowledge and love of thee, in likeneſs 


to thee, and” full expeftation of that 
bleſſed ſtate to which thy Almighty 
Goodneſs can preferr me, and thou haſt 
promiſed , who art the faithful and 
true, one day to digniftie thy Servants 
withal; that Life ir ſelf may not be 
ſo dear unto me, as the doing of thy 
will revealed in Chriſt Jeſus. I ſee the 
glory to which he is advanced by taking 
ppon him the form of a Servant, and be- 
coming obedient unto death, even the 
death of the, Croſs. And I moſt hearthy 
ly thank thee for making 
we partaker of the hea- Heb. 3.1, 
wvenly calling, to follow 
afrer hica and tread in his ſteps: be- 
ſeeching thee to enable me to walk 
worthy of thee who haſt called me to 
thy Kingdom and Glory, conſidering the 
Apoſtle and High Prieft of our Profeſſion 
Chriſt Teſus, who was faithful to thee that 
appoinredſt him over thy Houſe and Fa- 
mily, | hat doing my daty impartial- 
ly towards thee and towards all Men, 
| may at laſt hear that comfortable 
£ 2 voice, 


$o8 4 Prayer for Obedience. © 
wit voice ,. Well done, good 
Matth. 25 and faithful ſervant ; en. 
21, ter thow to the joy of thy 
Lord, 'Amen. _ 


IX. 


APrayer for an heart ta.forgive our 
Enemies. 


Eternal God, © in whom we live, 
_ and move and have our being z and 
from whoſe bounty we receive continu- 
ally innumerable bleſſings, the ſmaileſt 
of which we are nnworthy of. All thy 
Creatures tell 'us how good thou art, 
and call upon us to admire thee, to 
praiſe thee, to love and ferve thee, with 
all our heart , and ſoul, and . 
Thou haſt made abundance of 
more particularly to ſerve us , and mwl- 
viſter to our neceſſities: And they are * 
al obedient to thy Word, and keep 
the order and - place wherein- thou” haſt 
ſet them. We are the only'gi | 
Creatures , who have wantonly miſuſed 
that liberty thon haſt given us; and ſev 
vp our wills above thine who 'art the 
Lord of Heaven and Earth. And yet\ 
ſo infinite is thy mercy , thou haſt 
+ ehaſtiſed our preſumption as it deſerved 3 
but. in much compaſſion ſent thy dear. 
Z 3 Soul 


510 A Prayer to forgive our Enemies. 
S0n; With the ' declaration of greater 
kindneſs to us than ever, 

Rom. 5.8, Herein thou haſt commended 
thy love towards us, that 

while we were yet-ſinners, Chrift died for ua, 
and not only reconciled us when we were 
enemies z but purchaſed for us the ble. 
ſings of Friends, and Children, - and Heirs 
of thy love. O the height of thy mer- 
ciful kindneſs towards us! O the ex- 
ceeding riches of thy, Grace, wherein 
thouhaſt abounded towards-us in Chriſt 
efus / 1 moſt thankfully acknowledee it ; 
rejoyce in thy love which hath paſſed 
by ſo many offences: and deſire to have 
ſuch a laſting remembrance of it in my 
cart, as may bow my will to thy obedi- 
2nce 3 and conſtrain me to imitate thy 
great Charity, inall the ations of love 
to thee, and to all men. It is the per- 
feftion of our Nature to be made like un- 
to-thee, in wiidom and goodneſs. And 
therefore I moſt heartily profeſs my ſelf 
a Diſciple of the ever bleſſed Jeſus, and 
think - it the- greateſt. honour to follow 
him, the Wiſdom and Love. of thee our 
heavenly Father : who mercifully healed 
one, that came 'to apprehend him 3 and 
| prayed 
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* &Prayer to forgive our Enemies. 51x 


prayed for his murtherers, 
and when be was reviled, 1 Pet. 2. 25% 
reviled not again when he 

ſuffered , 4d not threaten ,  but' committed 
bimfelf to him that judgeth righteouſly. 0 
that I may feel the power of his love fo 
poſſeſſing my heart, that no enemies, Per- 
ſecutors,  ſlanderers, revilers or injurious 
perſons, may be-ever able to conquer 
my Jove towards them. Burt | may tilt 
bear--a kind and. tender heart to the 
moſt enraged and provoking ſpirits: 
Weſſing, thoſe that curſe me ;,- praying for: 
thoſe who adeſpitefully uſe me; returning 
courteſies for affronts. and injuries ; be- 


- wailing their ſins, / pitying their |miſcries, 


and endeavouring to overcome evil with good. 
Endue me with ſuch a wife, conſidering z 
and ſober ſpirit, that 1 may ever-preferr: 
the example of my Lord and- Maſter: be-- 
fore all the. cuſtoms: and faſhions .of- this 
world,..enduring the mockeries, theſhame 
and the contempt which may be caſt 
upon me, for the following his forgive- 
neſs and patience. Let nothing move me- 
from my conſtant affection to his holy lifez. 
nor any power or opportunity that is put-. 
into. my. hand, tempt me to avenge my 
I Z 4+ : ſelf,. 


512 A Prayer to forgive we our Enemies, nies. | 
ſelf, and to render! evil fo |} 


1 Pet. 3. 9. wh or railing for Wy 
but contr ari 
that I am thereunto calle 


i «bleſſing. And do «Ire, O = 
to whom ET belongeth, don 
alſo and forgive thoſe, by whom 1 | faffer 
wrongfully, Deal not with ther accor- 
_ to their fins, nor reward them ac- 

ing to their iniquities :- But ſpare 
or good Lord, ſpare them; and in 
the multitude of thy mercies* paſs by 
their offences, and deny thats wikis 
of repentance. That they may at © laſt 

t unto our Saviour, ceaſing to do 
evil;and learning to do well ;' and wemay 


all together be monnrments of thy mercy, 


', | — of Chriſtian-vertne ; 


and after we have paſſed our days'in peace 
and concord here, live together in eternal 
lave and frienditp. with our Lord Jeſus; 
To: ever mn: glory, both now and for 
mw 
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LET ) 


yoo who bo oh 5 hoſe and who doeſt 
thige only begatten Son too great 2 
(bewn us the way to the moſt pleaſant - 
my ſoul, for thy: abundant Grace, and 
one another, | rejoyce in-the ch | 
any of the conſolavjon that 
the Spirit, 4nd bave any Sq Me 
thy love may be. per eas 1. 4413s. 


A Prayer for Brotherly Kindneſs. 
ved uy, l 
O eg much as not to nk 
to beſtow- upon ns: in whom _P” 
Ggneſt us the greateſt happines, having - 
life - here, and to eternal jo 7 hue we : 
leave the-world ; | thank with all; 
particularly that we are 
rtaught.of thee pur Gogl to love . 1 Theſl. 4+ ge. 
4.6 gingings' of that heayenly lite, W 
by my heart, and. that 1 have 
is in Chriſt, of the comfort Phil. 2. 1, 2, 
of love, of the ſy, of 
and commiſeratian 0 4, It is the gar- 
neſt defire of my ſoul that © © 
in.me ; that I may know tho 
Z'5, * " amelleſs; 


” - $14 A Prayer-for Brotherly Kindneſs. 
# dwelle#t in me, and IT in thee, becauſe thou 
baft given me of thy Spirit. Polleſs me, O 
Lord, with ſuch a full ſenſe of thy inhi. 
- Dite charity towards us, that it may en- 
large more and more the ſtraitneſs and 
narrowneſs of my ſpirit, and make room 
for all Mankind in my hearty ?feQion, 
and I may deſire, and ſeek, and detight 
in. their welfare and happinefs, And 
elpecially endue me with a woft ardent 
Charity - towards all Chriſtian people ; 
"that I may love them as my Brethren, 
.and as; Heirs together of the-Grace' of 
Jife, 13 Chriſt Jeſus. ' And freeing thou 
-haſt been. pleaſed to love' us fo freely 
and © undeſervedly , ſo abundantly, and 
with ſuch an everlaſting kindneſs, in- 
fpire me, I beſeech thee,” with the like 
..-1.., 7. , "diſpoſition, that I may tove 
{3 Pet. 1. 22. my "brethren with 'a pure 
2 * beart fervently. And the 
1 Theſſ..3.' Lord make me to encreaſe 
12313. ',.- and abound in love towards 
OTE > them and towards all men, 
51d to perfevere and continue,” notwith- 
- Randing all diſcouragements or il! requi- 
Kew tals, 70 ſerve rhem in love. 
Gal;y.13. To'the end my heart may 
be eſtabliſhed unblameable in 
holineſs 


MAYS 
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 bolineſe. before. thee, qur, _Fatber,, at the, com 

ing of aur. Lord .Feſus Chriſt with alb his" 

- Saints... Bleſſed be thy Divine Goodneſs, 
which hath ſhewyn to..us. this malt excel. 

lent . way; .and diſpoſed, me . to like it, 

and loye.. it; and. walk, 1n it. O incline 

my. heart. to: cover earneſtly tor excel-in 

. this,,, tobe a..chearful fol. 

lower of thee my God, and Epheſ.y. 1,2: 
{till co. walkin love, as Chriſt 

alſo bath. loved us,. and given himſelf far-as, 
# Ofring ood «..Sacrgfice .ta- thee for 4 
ſweet, /; ſauopr, |. Free. me.' '\pertect- 
ly Rod all We from envy, from. ſcIf- 
ſeeking, from anger, and from evil ſpeak- 
ing, and all malice; that I may adorn 
the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus by living 
in peace, and as I have op- 

portunity doing good unto all Gal. 6.10. 
men , eſpecially unto them 

who are of the houſhold of faith. And'O- 
that all. Chriſtian people may. be /ike- 
minded , having the ſame 

love , beins of one accord Phil. 2. 2,3, 
and of 'one. mind : that no= 4, 5+ 

thing may be done. through 

ſtrife vr vain glory ; and 

there may be no ſchiſm in the 1 CCT.1 1.25 + 


body of Chriſt : but the mens 
bers « 


-uch not WITS 


ar en ther s, but every wan alſo 
9 che. things worn. Fi 0 tha this mind 

be in ud all,” which was 
+ 


yr pr Teſs: phe 
or: Progr bs 


hid: be 
he , and conrteons, en- 
F a "Ree » fe he an 
WS i in the <lond-of peace, . And 
ef lore and peace ith 6a 


Pet; 3. &% 


"WA 


A Prayer for Coura 
b of Ch 


Lord of Heaven and Earth , who 
ERS Towiey, rhe ſong 
and ſecurity, 't th , 
= and falvation/ of all thoſe who re- 
an” holy truſt and! confidence' in 
: for- nothing,” not'death it ſelf, can 
| mob them from thee: I adore wy is in- 
finite love, which hath aſſumed o 
ture to ſuch 2 nearneſs to thy own, = 
raiſed the Lord'Jeſus from the dead, and 
given him glory at thy right | band ; that 
all his faithfal followers might reft aſſi;- 
red of thy eternal care of them, and that 
they ſhall never periſh, but 
bave everlaſting life. Bleb- | John 3. 16. 
fed, blefled bs thy Name 
for this glad-ridings of great joy -which 
raiſes our ſpirits adove this EF and. 
places them'in quietneſs and ſafety amidſt 
al} the troubles and dangers of. this life. 
E ſtand infinitely indebted w—— 
rey ; 


E z# the profeſſion 
ria, 


—_ jon. thou haſt made of thy good 
will ro us in Chriſt Jeſus, and for the 
” glorious example that he 

1 Tim.6.13- hath ſet us : who before 
Pontius Pilate witneſſed. a 
oy good" confeſſion, and \ſealed' 
Ads 2. 26. © thy trath with his blood, 
knowing that © his Ft 
ſhould reſt in hope,' and that thow wonldeſt not 
ſuffer thy holy:One.to ſee corruption, 'O hat 
[ may feel my ſelf enlivened-with the ſame 
Spirit. which 'was in our 

Heb. 2.16. Head, The Captain: of - owr 
780 1314 ; Salvation 4 made porfett 
11 1.1: 1% through: ſufferings , being 
Revel.2.10:- . faibfat :0 -bim to the wy 

death, and not doubting; | 
ſhall xeceive '4 Crown of 'Zife... It ;is-but 
reaſon that I ſhould part with all I have 
for: hitn; and lis righteonſnefs;;;;who hath 
made!-himſelf ſo freely a Sacrifice of- ine-: 
ſtimable value and efficacy. for us-finners. 

O' that I could do that chearfully, which 

L am bonnd to do in duty. 

Coloff. 1.11 being ffrengebened:; with all 

12 2..'.1: /7 -wight according to; bis. glo- 
: [71094 m__ ne all patience 
ey lon ering wit neſs ; giving. 

pI oo [ 64 haſt ks) 1s Ins 6 


partakers 


A Prayer fo —_ \ gFf9 
partakers of the inheritance | /1 211 
Tk be Sins in ig _ Wt 's'-- 2 Tini4: SH 
| - xl] dp 
po 1 OE) wi with | "A 
we ſhall alſo live with him: : If we ſuffer, we 
ſhall ſore n with bim': if 'we deny bim, 
be wit Ae ee us." Defend me, O-God, 
from ſo foul a 6 wickabndfs: as the thought 
of -denying my Lord and Maſter, and his 
holy Fruth ; but keep we 
by thy power through faith 1 Pet. 1.5,7. 
nnto ſalvation; that the trial 
of my faith, being much more previous than 
of gold that 'peviderh though it be tried with 
fre, may be found unto praiſe, and honour 
and glory at the appearing of Jeſus Chrift. 
Settle, confirar ard ſtrengthen me 1n the 
Chriſtian faith that'a ſtedfaſt belief of thy 
precious Promiſes, a lively hope*in-thes 
through the refarreCftion of the Lord Je- 
ſus, may not only bear me up with'con- 
ſtancy and patience, under ſhame, re- 
proaches, loſs of liberty and goods :- but 
inſpire me: with courage and undaunted 
reſolution in all 'dangers, even in' death it 
ſelf, Fill and greaten my mind with ſuch 
a powerful ſenſe' of thoſe immorraFjoys, 
that nothing may appear ſo dreadful here 
as to-terrifie me from my duty, or turn 
me 


520 4 Py a for Cimgs 
_ me aſide from the paths of righteauſne6; 
charity, truth and piety ; . but Re? 
according ro thy 4, 

I Pet. 4- I 9, I commit the ping 0 
my ſoul to thee in well doing 

4s W210 4 faithful. Creator, Andendueme, 

1. beſcech ghee, with ſuch a perfect love 


to my Lord and Maſter Hi 


may caſt out all 
1 Joh. 4-18. of ſuffering. Fortifie my 
heart with ſuch a zealous. 
aftection to his . Religion, 
Chil I. 28, . that I may. not be zerrified 
| any adver ſaries., nor 4- 
DER aid of thew threats, nej- 
1-Pet..3. 14, ther be troubled: but ſantti- 
IF. fie thee, the Lord God, in 
my beart, wot fearin thoſe 
Matt. 10.28. that can kill the ly, but 
thee who RY ES both 
foul and body in hel. 


Regard, © Lord, the ſupplications of 

Servant, who here hath made an ob- 
tion of himſelf wholly unto thee. And 
endue me with Chriſtian prudence as well 
25;courage 5. that 1 may be both as wiſe as 
©... 2 Serpent ; and as innocent as a Dove ; 
Pp "ad never. "diſhogour wy Religion Roper 
-N k by 


Prager far Courage 541 
- by raſhneſs or by cowardiſe : but with a 
” diſcreet zeal cleave. ynto truth and righ- 
teouſneſs, ſaying boldly , 
The Lord is my helper, and 7 Heb. 13. 6. 
will noe fear what Man ſpal 
do unto me. Tn God have 1 put my truſt, 
4 ſhall I never be confounded. 
en. 
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er fora low eſteem 
XII. 


A Prayer for a low eſteem of all 
| worldly things. 


and the Lord of lords; who ma- 

deſt the Heaven and the Earth and all 
contained therein, by thy 
Ifai. 40. 17. Almighty word, and before 
# whom all Nations are 4s 10- 
thing, leſs than nothing and vanity. How 
mean then and deſpicable ſhould that lit- 
tle portion of thisearth which we enjoy 
ſeem in our eyes, compared with thy love 
and favour who art the abſolute Sove- 
reign Lord of all, and canſt make thy 
ſervams as happy as thou pleaſeſt ? To 
that very love we owe whatſoever we 
haye in it, and there is nothing we can 
' hope for, but from the ſame bounty ; 
which/ive ought therefore toadmire, and 
praiſe,” and love and cleave unto above all 
things which we receive from thence. 
Our daily experience teaches us the weak- 
neſs and uncertainty of all our earthly 


poſleſiions; and that we our ſelves are 
ſtrangers 


Oo Eternal God, the King of kings, 


';-of all worldly hin. 


Þ freagers before \thee and ſo- 
— jonrners, as were all our fa. 1 Cliron.29. 
” thers ; our on the earth 15. 

being as 4 ets and there 

F Wo: =_ abiding. All fieſb is 


| graſs, and ab he goodneſs Iſai. 40. 6. 


| thereof i is as the flower of the 

field, . When the with re- 

bukes doſt corre Man for Pſal. 39- 11. 

iniquity, thou makef®s bu 

beauty to conſume away like 

a meth ;, ſurely every Man 

is vanity. T how only hat i im- 1 Tim.6. 164 

mortality, With thee is the Plal. 36. 9: 

fountain of life. And there- 

fore, Lord, what wait 1 39.7. 

for ? my hope is in thee, 

whoſe word abzdeth for ever, ; and hath made 

us a promiſe of immortal life, with thy 

ſelf, O poſſeſs my heart with a full belief 

thy boly 267 and fix my thoughts 
and affetions vu upon thoſe eternal goods, 

which Chriſt Jeſus hath already centred in- 

tothe polleſſion of. Incline 

my. heart . unto thy  teſtizmo- Pſal1v9.36, 

wits, and not unto covetonſ-. 7. 

veſe, Turn away mine eyes 

from beholding vanity : and 

nl thou me in thy ways. 
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* Plal. 72. 


pv by. old => gf == Iver. 
Help me havefare to or 
Prov, 2.4. for wiſdom as for ſilver, and | 
| te ſearch for her as for bid _ 
; ereaſure: and make me al- 
Wild. 7. 8, way to prefer her before 
IO, 1l. Scepters and prgh and 
eſteem riches nothing in come þ 
pariſon of her ; to love her above health and 
beauty, to chuſe to have her inſtead of light ; ® 
F Reſon ber, nouer goerh 
1. owt, And fince thow'' only 
Prov. 2.6. gfoeff wer, and out of thy 
mouth cometh knowledge and 
Wifd. 9, 10. —— 5:0 a hor 
Seeaf Me HW ch Ne 
e of thy glory, that eſent 
map labour wit ark hat 1 Ki re 
L pleaſing unto thee, O chat | 
bjaom enter mo my 
1. bearty- and e become 
F ove - nnto my wy that 
ſorevien may preferve me,” and\underftand- 
may. keep me, to deliver me from the way 
of thee men, ata to lead me ſoherly in wy 
1g5, Let notthe ſplendor of any thing 


g in this world entice me to ſet my* heart 


== 
OO 21 


OO 


mercy and pry 
ends, and reac iis to uk ing- 


F | dom. But ſettle in me ſhith a eſteem 


of thy good will towards me, fill me ob; 
ſachan immoveable love to thee, 


| mine ſo ſtrongly on deg | 
y that chat mortal Gl Glory Long = 
brought to t > 
© may oaths moſt rm ol 


tions in- this world, and place mie ont 4 
the reach, or out of the ger of they. 
© O make me ſo wiſe, as not 


| ko diſquice my" ſelf i vis, Pal. 39. '6.. 


beapin riches, and not 

if nin whs ſhall gather them : but lay 

up treaſures in Heaven, being rich i 

and in good works 3 * Ley- 

\ ing up in ſtore for my ſelf 1 Tim:6: 19. 
« good foundation agamſ 

the time t0 come, that I may 

lay bold on eternal life. 

Amen: 


THE END: 


\ II —  - - 
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=p Wirictes Fl the Right Reverend 
Father in God Simon Lord Bj 

of Ely; : 'and are to be fold by Lake 

* "Meredith, ar he, Star 7 in St, Paul's 


© Church-yard. ELD 


HE Chriſtian's Sacrifice : A. Trea- 
£&;; tiſe,: hewing the Neceſlity, End,and 
Mann M meonVNg the Holy Gommunis 
5. |; with ſuitable Prayers 88d 


e «62a Feſtivals in Memory of 

ur Ble ed Saviour. In Four Parts. - ,Fhe 
Third Edition corredted... 

The Devout Chriſtian. inktrudted haw 


to pray and give. thapks to,God :.Or,.a 
of Devotions for Fawilies,. and par- 
tir Perſons, in moſt- of the, concerns 
Humane Life. The Eighth Edition, in 
T welves, 
' An Advice toaF rind. The. 4th. Edit 
in Twelves, 
A Friendly Debate between a Confor:- 
»miſt and a Non conformiſt,in Oftavo, Two 


Parts. | 
the ReſurreQion juſtified by 


Feſubsl 
wit in Heaven and in Earth, in Two 
hap in Oftavo, /Jhe 


© TL bs, | Pu 
by "0 - bog WL £4 


”e to-it; in Os 


rout Gioiltigas-Lo = p ? 
he of Fob Parapbraſed, in | Ott. "8 


k "Tbewbole Book of Pſalms Parephraſeds 
in 0#evo; Two. Volumes.” .; 

The; Proverbs of Solomon Paraphraſed, 
. with Arguments to each Chapter, w 
ſopply the place of Commenting. 

A FParaphraſe Yor the Books of E 
faſtes and the Song 0 Fa with Argu- 
* - ments to each Chapter, 4nd Annotations. 
thereupon, 10 OGaue +144 gt TT 

[Fhe:Trauthof-Chriſbian Religiongn Six 
Books ; z written in Latin by ago Groth; 
and now Tranſlated into Engizh, with the 
Addition of a Seventh Book againſt.the 
preſent &9%an Churchy dn Ofawe:)/ 7. 

Search the Scriptures: A Treatiſe, ſhewy 
ing. that all Chriſtians, ought; yo. read/the 
Holy Books ; with DiceQons-t9 them 
therein. In Three Parts. 

A Diſcourſe concerning Prayer, eſpeci- 
ally of frequenring the daily publick Pray- 
ers. ln Two Perts. 

A Book for Beginners; or, A Help to 
young. Communicants, that they may be 
fitted for the Holy Communion, and re- 


ceive it with Proar, af 


Topref the a The: 
_— after the Communion- 


Twebves. 


Wrirten the Reverend John 
| Bo Ph meg gs; 


Tas Penitent Parddtied'z or,” #Dil. * 
courſe of the Nature of Sin,/ /and' the 
of R ,under the Parable 


0 | true in the Life-and 


PT INE! Nee in its. 


